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PREFACE 


This  report  describes  the  historical  background  and  inplementation  of  taxi 
regulatory  revisions  adopted  by  the  Seattle  City  Counci] . These  changes  have 
two  pr inary  features:  open  entry  and  competitive  pricing.  Peginning  with  the 
1979  license  year,  the  City  removed  its  statutory  limit  on  total  taxi  licenses 
and  has  been  issuing  licenses  to  qualified  applicants.  The  previous  standard 
rate  of  fare  has  been  replaced  by  open  rate  setting  whereby  operators  may 
charge  what  they  choose  and  file  to  change  their  rates  as  often  as  four  tines 
per  year.  The  new  regulations  also  include  increased  vehicle  safety  and 
inspection  criteria.  The  report  also  attempts  to  describe  the  local  taxi 
industry  prior  to  the  regulatory  changes. 

The  Interim  Report  was  prepared  by  PeLeuw,  Gather  & Company  for  the 
Transportation  Systems  Center  (TSC)  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Transportation, 
under  Technical  Task  Directive  DOT-TSC-1 409-1 0-C.  It  is  to  be  followed  by  a 
large-scale  case  study  evaluation  of  data  collected  by  the  City  of  Seattle 
with  support  from  the  Urban  Mass  Transportation  Administration.  The  principal 
researcher  for  the  evaluation  is  Pat  M.  Gelb;  the  report  was  written  by  Pat 
Gelb  with  contributions  from  Robert  M.  Donnelly  and  Lidano  Boccia  of  DeLeuw, 
Cather  & Company  and  Steven  B.  Colman  and  Gordon  A.  Shunk,  former  members  of 
the  DeLeuw  staff. 

Acknowledgement  is  due  to  a number  of  people  for  their  cooperation  and 
assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  interim  report.  Carla  Heaton, 

Technical  Monitor,  Transportation  Systems  Center,  and  Larry  Bruno,  Project 
Manager,  IJMTA,  have  offered  valuable  guidance  and  support.  Regina  Glenn, 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs,  Jean 
Schiedler-Prown , License  Code  Revisor,  and  Dave  Setterholn,  Operations 
Supervisor,  City  of  Seattle,  have  been  generous  with  their  time  in  providing 
essential  information.  Robert  A.  Marr,  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Operations,  Port  of  Seattle,  also  provided  considerable  assistance.  Seattle 
City  Councilman  Randy  Pevelle  graciously  offered  access  to  his  historical 
records  on  taxi  regulatory  matters. 
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California  Taxicab  Owners  Association,  reviewed  the  draft  report  and  provided 
valuable  commentary. 
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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 


The  Regulatory  Changes 

The  taxicab  regulatory  revisions  adopted  in  the  City  of  Seattle  relax  the 
previous  economic  regulations  effected  by  limited  entry  and  uniform  rate 
setting,  while  retaining  or  increasing  most  non-economic  regulation,  such 
as  service  standards.  Effective  June  15,  1979,  the  previous  numerical 
limitation  on  taxi  licenses  has  been  removed  and  continuous  entry  has  been 
opened  to  qualified  applicants.  The  previous  standard  rate  of  fare  has 
also  been  replaced  by  open  rate  setting  whereby  taxi  operators  and 
associations  may  charge  individual  rates  and  file  for  changes  in  their 
rates  as  many  as  four  times  a year.  New  fares  become  effective  for  each 
cab  when  the  new  meter  calibration  is  approved,  but  not  before  fifteen 
days  after  filing  the  rate  changes.  There  is  no  maximum  rate  of  fare. 
License  transfer  provisions  have  been  eliminated  as  have  minimum  use 
requirements.  Vehicle  safety  inspections  have  been  stiffened,  but 
operators  are  no  longer  required  to  maintain  trip  sheets. 

These  sweeping  changes  followed  interim  legislation  adopted  in  1977 
providing  for  reciprocal  licensing  between  the  City  and  King  County, 
thereby  opening  the  lucrative  airport  market  to  Seattle  taxicabs.  The 
interim  revisions  also  included  provisions  for  contract  rates  to  differ 
from  filed  rates  and  froze  the  numbers  of  permits  at  the  existing  level. 
The  major  features  of  the  former  and  revised  regulations  are  summarized  in 
Table  ES-1. 

Jurisdictions  Affected 


The  new  regulations  are  effective  within  the  municipal  boundary  of  Seattle. 
The  two  other  regulators  in  the  area  are  King  County  • — which  has  county- 
wide jurisdiction  except  in  Seattle,  Sea-Tac  Airport  and  the  community  of 
Renton  — and  the  Port  of  Seattle,  which  has  jurisdiction  over  taxicab 
activity  at  the  airport. 
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Table  ES-1 

PAST  AND  REVISED  FEATURES  OF  TAXICAB  REGULATION,  CITY  OF  SEATTLE 


Past 

Revised 

Entry  Requirements 

Entry  Requirements 

Licensing  required.  Numerical  limit  on  total 
licenses  (frozen  at  1977  level). 

Licensing  required.  No  limit  on  total  licenses. 
"Seattle  Taxicab  Plates"  as  defined  to  be  issued 
with  each  license.  License  fee  $60  (replacement 
plates,  $15). 

Investigation  into  applicant  operator's  fitness 
required. 

Same. 

Insurance  to  specified  limits  from  an  insurance 
company  required. 

Insurance  required,  limits  raised  to  those  required 
by  State  law;  City  not  required  to  be  named  as 
additional  insured.  Self-insurance  permitted. 

Minimum  operating  requirement  of  10  miles 
per  day,  230  days  per  year. 

Minimum  operating  requirement  removed. 

Holders  of  valid  King  County  licenses  may  obtain 
City  license  for  $25  and  vice  versa.  Fee  for 
first  jurisdiction's  license  $100;  total  for 
both  licenses  $125.* 

Joint  licensing  suspended  prior  to  adoption 
of  open  entry  by  County. 

Rate  Regulations 

Rate  Regulations 

Standard  rate  of  fare  as  established  by  City 
Council.  Contract  rates  may  differ  from 
standard  rate.* 

Open  rate  setting.  Rates  to  be  filed  with 
DLCA  Director  and  must  be  meter -based.  Changes 
permitted  up  to  four  times  per  year.  Contract 
rates  may  differ  from  filed  rates. 

Other  Requirements 

Other  Requirements 

Taxicab  defined  as  seating  9 passengers  or 
fewer,  transporting  passengers  for  hire  not 
exclusively  over  a fixed  route. 

Taxicab  defined  as  carrying  passengers  for 
hire  with  route  or  destination  controlled  by 
customer  and  where  fare  is  recorded  on  a 
taximeter.  "Affiliated  cab"  also  defined  as 
cab  operating  under  same  identification  scheme 
as  others. 

Taximeters  required  (inspection  by  DLCA 
Director) . 

Same. 

Meter  and  vehicle  inspections  required.  (Vehicle 
inspections  required  by  regulation,  not  ordinance.) 

Same,  but  frequency  of  inspections  and 
equipment  to  be  certified  increased. 
(Inspections  required  by  ordinance.) 

Trip  sheets  to  be  kept  for  each  shift  operated, 
and  maintained  on  file  for  five  years. 

Trip  sheet  requirement  removed. 

Nothing  in  ordinance  to  be  construed  as  prohibiting 
leasing  of  taxi  vehicle.* 

Not  included,  although  leasing  is  permitted. 

Nothing  in  ordinance  to  be  construed  as  pro- 
hibiting use  of  taxis  for  package  delivery. 

Notice  must  be  posted  inside  cab  to  effect  that 
receipts  are  available  on  request  and  complaints 
may  be  directed  to  DLCA. 

Route  deviations  for  shared-riding  permitted 
with  first  passenger's  approval. 

Revocation,  suspension  or  denial  of  City  licenses 
provided  for  violation  of  County  or  Port  taxi 
regulations. 

*Effected  by  1977  interim  legislation  preparatory  to  major  license  code  revisions. 


viii 


Simultaneous  with  both  phases  of  the  City's  regulatory  changes,  King  County 
adopted  revised  taxi  regulatory  ordinances.  In  1979,  the  County  adopted  a 
new  ordinance  identical  to  that  of  Seattle  except  for  a "sunset  clause" 
retaining  closed  entry  for  one  year.  As  of  the  1977  interim  legislation 
the  City  and  County  had  reciprocity  whereby  a cab  licensed  in  one  jurisdic- 
tion and  paying  a $100  license  fee  could  obtain  a license  in  the  other  for 
an  additional  $25  (total  fee  for  the  two  jurisdictions,  $125).  Because 
King  County  delayed  open  entry  for  one  year,  this  reciprocity  was  removed. 
Operators  wishing  to  do  business  in  each  jurisdiction  needed  to  obtain  each 
jurisdiction's  license  independently.  To  avoid  additional  operator  expense 
and  divide  the  regulatory  costs  evenly,  however,  the  license  fee  was  reduced 
from  $100  to  $60  in  each  jurisdiction  so  that  the  total  fee  for  the  two 
was  $120.  (The  sunset  clause  has  now  expired;  open  entry  began  in  the 
County  in  June  1980.  Reciprocity  has  not  been  officially  reinstated,  but 
the  $60  fee  remains  in  effect.) 

The  Port  of  Seattle  generally  has  pursued  its  own  taxi  policy.  While  any 
cab  is  permitted  to  drop  off  passengers  at  the  airport  — and  pick  up 
passengers  when  specifically  requested  by  telephone  — taxicabs  must  have 
an  airport  permit  to  cruise  for  hire  along  the  de-planing  drive.  Since  the 
Port's  discontinuation  of  its  previous  exclusive  franchise  approach  to 
airport  taxi  service,  taxi  operators  have  had  to  be  licensed  by  the  County 
in  order  to  obtain  an  airport  sticker.  The  1977  interim  legislation  helped 
to  open  up  the  airport  to  City-licensed  cabs  by  easing  their  way  to  a 
County  license  under  reciprocity.  The  County's  one  year  continuation  of 
closed  entry,  however,  made  it  that  much  more  difficult  for  the  newer  City 
operators  to  obtain  a County  license  and  therefore,  an  airport  sticker. 

Industry  Characteristics 

Pre-Revisions  Size  and  Structure.  Prior  to  regulatory  revision,  Seattle 
had  240  regularly  licensed  taxicabs  for  the  1978-79  license  year.  In 
addition  were  68  licenses  involved  in  litigation  following  their  revoca- 
tion by  the  City  for  failing  to  meet  the  minimum  operating  requirement  and 
subsequent  appeal  by  the  operators.  These  taxicabs  were  allowed  to  continue 
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operating  without  a license  pending  the  outcome  of  the  appeal,  however. 

Also  in  addition  were  92  King  County  reciprocal  licenses,  making  a total  of 
400  taxicabs,  including  those  with  the  disputed  licenses. 

Finally,  there  were  29  standby  licenses  issued  without  fee  which  were  not 
intended  for  regular  use.  Some  50  additional  licenses  could  have  been  re” 
issued  for  1978-79  under  the  established  ceiling,  but  these  had  not  been 
renewed  by  the  license-holders. 

Of  the  regular  and  disputed  City  licenses,  the  majority  (over  80%)  were 
held  by  three  large  companies:  Farwest  held  111,  Yellow  had  79,  and  Graytop 

held  58. 

Farwest  is  a service  corporation  whose  86  members  hold  stock  in  the  corpora- 
tion and  pay  fees  to  cover  insurance,  accounting,  dispatching  and  general 
administrative  costs.  Yellow  Cab  had  been  a fleet-owned  operation  until 
its  1978  reorganization  into  a service  corporation.  Graytop  is  a coopera- 
tive  association  whose  30  members  own  one  to  five  vehicles  each.  The  rest 
of  the  licenses  were  held  by  many  firms,  38  of  which  were  independents  not 
affiliated  with  any  association.  (The  large  majority  of  the  unrenewed 
licenses  were  held  by  Yellow  and  Graytop. ) 

Prior  to  1977,  the  total  number  of  licenses  was  officially  limited  by  a 
population  ratio  of  one  license  per  2500  inhabitants,  but  available  evidence 
indicates  that  the  population-based  ceiling  had  been  exceeded  due  to  the 
"grandfathering  in"  of  taxicabs  operating  under  licenses  granted  prior  to 
September  1966.  The  license  ceiling  was  frozen  at  the  existing  number  of 
permits  in  February  of  1977.  On  the  other  hand,  the  large  number  of  revoked 
and  unrenewed  licenses  indicates  that  the  actual  supply  of  taxicabs  was 
well  below  the  permit  ceiling. 

Interim  Changes.  Comparing  taxicab  licenses  before  and  after  the  regulatory 
revision  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  new  licensing  rules  and  categories 
apply  to  the  post-revisions  estimates.  The  net  difference  as  of  May  1980 
was  reported  by  the  DLCA  as  less  than  30  licenses,  in  addition  to  the  50 
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previously  unrenewed  licenses  which  had  redistributed.  The  major  interim 
effects  are  those  of  increased  taxicab  supply  and  of  the  distribution  of 
these  licenses  on  industry  structure.  Data  as  of  mid-June  1980  showed  a 
total  of  501  licenses,  while  the  dominance  of  the  three  large  companies  has 
diminished.  That  is,  the  large  companies’  share  of  total  licenses  had 
dropped  to  approximately  63  percent  by  the  close  of  the  1979-80  license 
year,  while  the  number  of  independent  firms  (1  or  2 cabs  apiece)  not 
affiliated  with  an  association  has  risen  to  14  percent  (69  firms).  There 
were  eleven  firms  with  three  to  ten  cabs  each;  Sea-Tac  Cab  (merged  with 
Airport  Taxi)  held  35  licenses.* 

Operating  Practices.  Operational  characteristics  vary  among  operators 
chiefly  with  the  size  of  the  operation.  Except  for  the  unaffiliated  ones, 
most  Seattle  taxicabs  are  radio  dispatched.  The  smaller  firms  who  do  not 
use  dispatching  services  have  generally  concentrated  on  the  downtown  area 
or  Sea-Tac  Airport  for  most  of  their  business.  The  three  major  companies 
serve  the  entire  City,  but  have  defined  areas  of  preference.  Farwest 
provides  more  service  to  the  west  and  south  Seattle  areas;  Yellow  serves 
the  University  District;  while  Graytop  cabs  predominate  in  the  north  end  of 
town.  All  three  serve  downtown  and  Sea-Tac  Airport.  Sea-Tac  Cab  Company 
concentrates  on  the  airport  market.  Much  of  the  geographic  specialization 
also  depends  upon  driver  choice.  Farwest  and  Yellow  Cab  provide  the  bulk 
of  the  area’s  package  delivery  service,  which  requires  a State  permit. 

Anecdotal  information  from  operators  indicates  that  80  to  85  percent  of 
all  trips  are  requested  by  telephone;  10  to  15  percent  are  from  cab  stands 
(usually  at  the  airport  or  downtown  hotels);  and  less  than  five  percent 
result  from  cabs  being  hailed  while  cruising. 

Associations.  The  first  to  represent  a majority  of  taxi  owners  in  Seattle, 
the  Washington  Taxi  Association  was  organized  to  counter  the  City's  adoption 
of  regulatory  revision.  This  group  hired  an  economic  consultant  and  a 
lobbyist  to  take  its  case  to  the  County  and  State  Legislature  in  search  of 
statewide  taxi  regulation. 


*Data  updates  based  on  information  from  Seattle  DLCA,  June  1980. 
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Taxi  Industry  Liaison  Group.  Since  late  January  1980,  there  has  been 
a Taxi  Industry  Liaison  Group  (TILG)  organized  at  the  invitation  of  the 
DLCA  to  provide  for  communication  between  the  industry  and  the  department 
and  a forum  for  discussing  various  taxi-related  issues.  Constituted  of 
volunteer  members  representative  of  the  Seattle  industry  and  with  an 
elected  Executive  Committee,  this  group  meets  on  an  ad  hoc  basis. 

Meetings  are  open  to  the  industry  at  large  as  well  as  to  other  interested 
persons  and  have  been  regularly  attended  by  DLCA  staff. 

Union.  Although  Seattle  taxi  drivers  were  nearly  all  union  members 
during  the  1945-1955  period,  the  Teamsters  Local  #763  now  represents 
only  a small  number  of  mostly  older  drivers  since  the  rapid  decline  in 
union  membership  which  occurred  during  the  1960's. 

Fare  Structure 


Pre-Revisions  Fare  Structure  and  Changes.  Prior  to  the  regulatory 
revisions,  Seattle  taxi  rates  were  established  through  procedures 
common  to  many  municipalities  throughout  the  county.  The  industry 
petitioned  the  Council  for  changes  in  the  rates  and  the  Council  evalu- 
ated their  request  on  the  basis  of  information  supplied  by  the  operators 
as  supplemented  by  its  own  notions  of  fairness.  Between  1932  and  1974, 
the  Council  had  approved  a fare  increase  every  five  to  seven  years; 
rates  were  subsequently  increased  in  1974  and  1976.  Historically,  rate 
changes  had  generally  consisted  of  a 10  cent  increase  in  either  the  drop 
charge  or  the  mileage  rate.  The  1976  increase  was  enacted  as  a tem- 
porary increase  and  subsequently  extended  through  the  adoption  of  open 
rate  setting. 

The  standard  rate  adopted  in  1976  was  $0.90  drop  charge  including  the 
first  1/7  mile  (or  $0.80  fixed  charge)  and  $0.70  per  mile.*  The  cost 


throughout  this  report,  taxi  rates  will  be  given  in  terms  of  the  drop 
charge  (the  amount  registered  on  the  meter  when  the  flag  is  dropped  at 
the  start  of  the  trip  including  the  first  mileage  increment)  and  the 
mileage  charge  as  well  as  the  fixed  charge  (the  drop  charge  less  mileage). 
In  this  instance,  1/7  of  a mile  costs  $0.10  so  the  fixed  charge  is  $.80. 
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for  the  average  3.5  mile  trip  rose  from  $2.35  in  1970  to  $3.25  in  1979. 
(Note  that  the  Seattle  Consumer  Price  Index  rose  by  90  percent  between 
1970  and  1979,  compared  with  a 38  percent  increase  in  taxi  rates  over 
the  same  period.) 

Pre-Revision  Taxi  Productivity  Measures 

/ 

In  1976,  Seattle  taxis  showed  a median  5.3  paid  miles  per  hour  of 
operation  (75  percent  had  4.2  while  25  percent  had  6.9).  This  compares 
somewhat  unfavorably  with  the  median  6.3  paid  miles  per  hour  of  opera- 
tion observed  in  a 1970  sample  of  27  American  cities.* 

Pre-Revisions  Taxi  Ridership  and  Trip  Characteristics 

Little  information  on  taxi  demand  or  traveler  characteristics  is  avail- 
able and  the  following  ranges  are  derived  from  two  studies  which  varied 
in  their  measures,  findings  and  methodologies.  In  1977/1978,  Seattle 
taxis  carried  between  2.8  and  4.2  million  passenger-trips  per  year,  or 
7,700  to  11,500  passenger-trips  per  average  day.  Demand  for  cab  service 
had  apparently  declined  from  over  8,000  vehicle  trips  per  day  in  1968  to 
between  5,000  and  6,000  in  1977;  this  decrease  has  been  attributed  to 
the  1970-1971  regional  recession  and  fare  increases  enacted  during  this 
period. 

A limited  survey  of  the  temporal  distribution  of  demand  at  cab  stands 
was  taken  during  October  1978.  Regular  telephone  requests  indicated  a 
peak  between  7:00  and  8:00  p.m.  which  represented  about  6.4  percent  of 
total  daily  demand.  Direct  line  requests  for  service  had  a more  cons- 
tant demand  over  the  day  with  only  a slight  peak  in  the  late  afternoon 
through  evening  (4:30  to  11:3*0  p.m.).  Almost  two-thirds  of  cabs  carried 
one  passenger;  25  percent  carried  two.  The  average  trip  was  3.5  miles 
long  and  cost  $3.50,  including  two  minutes  of  waiting  time. 


*Wells,  J.D.,  "An  Analysis  of  Taxicab  Operating  Characteristics," 
International  Taxicab  Association,  Rockville,  Maryland,  1975. 
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Revision  Process 


Objectives  for  Regulatory  Changes*  The  primary  objectives  for  regulatory 
revisions  in  Seattle  were  to  improve  the  economic  health  of  the  taxi  industry, 
encourage  competition,  innovation,  and  a wider  range  of  taxi  services  by 
opening  the  industry  to  new  entrants,  and  remove  the  City  Council  from 
frequent  periodic  rate  review.  The  Seattle  Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs  had  reviewed  taxi  licensing  policy  throughout  the  United 
States  and  concluded  that  the  previous  taxi  ordinance  suppressed  competition 
in  the  local  industry.  Pressure  for  rate  increases  prompted  by  rapidly 
rising  operating  costs  was  becoming  increasingly  frequent,  while  a 
department  rate  analyst  contended  that  the  rate  increases  produced  a 
decrease  in  ridership  and  industry  revenues.  Open  rate  setting  aimed  to 
induce  competition  and  relieve  Council  from  the  public  hearings  which  had 
accompanied  industry  requests  for  higher  rates  by  relying  on  the  market  to 
determine  taxicab  pricing. 

Attitudes  and  Institutional  Roles.  The  Seattle  regulatory  revisions  were 
promoted  chiefly  by  one  City  Councilman,  Randy  Revelle,  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Safety  and  Justice  Committee  which  oversees  taxicab  regulation.  He 
advocated  open  entry,  tougher  safety  and  driver  standards  and  stiffer 
insurance  requirements  to  encourage  competition,  innovation  and  an  increased 
diversity  of  taxi-based  services.  These  were  vigorously  opposed  by  local 
taxi  owners.  Operators  initially  voiced  their  intention  to  sue  the  City 
for  an  illegal  taking  of  property  in  terms  of  their  license  (or  medallion) 
values  under  closed  entry.  The  Seattle  Taxi  Owners  Association  joined 
under  the  Washington  State  Taxicab  Association  in  efforts  to  persuade  the 
State  Legislature  that  the  Washington  Utilities  and  Transportation  Commis- 
sion should  assume  the  regulatory  powers  the  City  relinquished  under  the 
new  ordinance.  Some  industry  members,  including  drivers  for  existing  firms 
and  other  potential  new  license-holders,  reportedly  supported  open  entry 
nonetheless. 

More  recently,  and  since  the  organization  of  the  Taxi  Industry  Liaison 
Group,  the  Industry  has  adopted  something  more  like  a wait  and  see  attitude 
toward  regulatory  revision  and  is  approaching  the  present  evaluation  of  its 
effects  in  a spirit  of  cooperation. 


xiv 


Both  the  proponents  of  regulatory  revision  and  of  traditional  regula- 
tion agreed  that  the  industry  was  in  a precarious  financial  condition. 
Thus  the  adoption  of  open  rate  setting  was  somewhat  more  acceptable  than 
the  move  to  open  entry,  which  was  highly  controversial.  The  DLCA  points 
out  that  some  industry  members  also  opposed  open  rate  setting,  pre- 
dicting that  it  would  cause  widespread  confusion.  Open  rate  filing  has 
generated  some  passenger  confusion  and  complaints  about  taxi  service  and 
operational  problems  at  Sea-Tac  Airport.  Although  posted  signs  notify 
travelers  that  variable  taxi  pricing  is  in  effect,  and  even  show  average 
fares,  the  burden  remains  with  the  customer  to  choose  an  acceptable 
taxicab.  At  Sea-Tac,  this  means  rejecting  the  cab  which  is  sent  up  from 
the  holding  area  in  order  to  request  another  one.  Passengers  have 
therefore  been  vulnerable  to  abuses,  such  as  have  been  perpetrated  by 
operators  charging  as  much  as  50  percent  above  the  average  fare.  On 
the  whole,  however,  the  public’s  perception  of  the  taxi  industry  has 
been  largely  influenced  by  local  media.  There  have  been  no  organized 
citizen  advocacy  or  user  interest  groups. 

Implications  for  Other  Localities 

The  regulatory  change  process  in  Seattle  offers  insights  which  may  be 
useful  to  other  localities  considering  or  implementing  regulatory 
changes.  This  final  section  also  identifies  important  issues  which 
warrant  special  attention  as  events  unfold.  Among  the  transferable 
conclusions  are: 

1.  The  changes  in  Seattle's  taxi  regulations  took  a long  time  to 
implement  and  required  a significant  amount  of  the  regulatory 
authorities'  time.  Both  technical  staff  and  policy  level  indivi- 
duals in  the  City  of  Seattle  spent  significant  portions  of  their 
time  dealing  with  the  regulatory  revision.  It  was  eight  years 
between  the  original  recommendations  to  reorganize  the  Seattle 
licensing  code  including  taxicabs  (in  1971)  and  passage  of  the 
current  ordinance  modifying  taxi  regulations.  Signal  interim 
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legislation  was  adopted  in  1977.  Members  of  the  industry  also 
spent  significant  portions  of  their  time  analyzing  the  proposals 
and  testifying  at  public  hearings.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
industry  was  required  to  supply  substantial  amounts  of  data  to  the 
City  for  study  and  the  cost  of  providing  this  data  should  not  be 
minimized.  Operators  also  hired  their  own  consultant  to  study  open 
entry  and  fares. 

2.  Reducing  entry  controls  was  particularly  controversial  in  Seattle, 
occasioning  strong  organized  opposition  from  existing  taxi  owners. 
Operators  contended  that  open  entry  reduced  the  market  value  of 
their  existing  licenses,  reporting  that  the  trading  value  of  a 
license  was  between  $4,000  and  $8,000  prior  to  the  revisions. 

Some  license  sales  were  reported  at  $900  to  $1,000  afterwards.  The 
City  no  longer  permits  transfers  of  licenses  per  se.  Operators 
may  still  sell  their  equipment  and  whatever  "good  will"  value  their 
particular  business  possesses,  but  the  new  owner  is  expected  to 
obtain  the  license  to  operate  from  the  City.  Thus  licenses  them- 
selves have  no  value  above  the  $60  regulatory  fee. 

3.  Many  local  operators  have  supported  open  rate  setting,  however, 
largely  because  of  the  rapid  recent  rise  in  gasoline  prices  and 
insurance  costs.  The  revisions  have  not  induced  substantial  fare 
competition  to  date,  however.  The  three  major  companies  currently 
charge  the  same  basic  rate;  many  of  the  independents  have  filed 
substantially  higher  rates. 

4.  Although  taxi  issues  have  continued  to  be  highly  controversial 
among  Seattle  regulators  and  operators,  they  have  not  elicited  much 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  press  or  the  public,  except  for 
complaints  about  pricing  abuses  at  the  airport.  Much  of  the 
impetus  towards  regulatory  revision  in  Seattle  came  from  one 
Council  member.  Public  hearings  on  the  revisions  were  poorly 
attended  by  those  outside  the  taxi  industry. 
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5. 


There  have  been  problems  at  Sea-Tac  Airport  as  a result  of 
variable  rate  setting  as  well  as  differing  City  and  County 
licensing  requirements.  Independent  rate  setting  leaves  de-planing 
passengers  --  many  of  whom  are  visitors  to  the  Seattle  area  -- 
vulnerable  to  abuse,  while  it  potentially  complicates  smooth  opera- 
tion of  the  airport  taxi  queue.  Some  drivers  have  charged  rates  50 
percent  or  more  above  the  average  fare.  Although  airport  signs 
present  information  on  variable  rate  setting  and  average  fares,  the 
onus  remains  on  the  passenger  to  reject  an  unacceptable  taxi  (after 
having  requested  it).  This  situation  also  tends  to  counter  price 
competition  among  airport  operators.  Furthermore,  the  Port  cur- 
rently does  not  authorize  solely  City-licensed  cabs.  Once  the 
County  adopts  open  entry,  pressure  for  airport  pick-up  rights  will 
likely  increase  and  may  lead  the  Port  to  consider  new  regulations 
of  its  own.  These  developments  will  be  closely  monitored  through- 
out the  evaluation. 

Some  of  the  other  issues  which  deserve  special  attention  are: 

(1)  Further  Alteration  in  the  Taxi  Regulatory  Environment.  The 
County  has  acted  to  allow  open  entry,  a change  which  offers 
the  opportunity  for  reciprocal  licensing  of  City  and  County 
taxis.  In  addition,  the  industry  may  continue  to  pursue 
State  regulation  of  taxis.  Such  changes  bear  watching. 

(2)  Fares  and  Profitability.  To  date,  Seattle  taxi  fares  have 
nearly  kept  pace  with  the  consumer  price  index.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  variable  pricing  will  induce  price  competition 
among  operators  and  how  the  numbers  of  new  entrants  will 
affect  overall  profitability.  Observation  should  include  not 
only  the  direction  of  fare  changes,  but  also  comparison  of  those 
filed  by  independents  with  those  filed  by  companies,  the  range 
of  prices  and  discounts  offered,  operational  changes  under- 
taken to  increase  profitability  and  passenger  confusion  over 
variable  pricing. 
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(3)  New  Services  and  Service  Competition.  If  the  large  companies 
were  to  segment  and  specialize  in  certain  markets  (shared- 
riding,  package  delivery  or  elderly  and  handicapped),  non-fare 
competition  could  result.  Some  market  segmentation  has  already 
occurred,  but  it  could  become  more  pronounced.  Services  not 
now  provided  (such  as  shared  ride)  might  be  introduced  by  some 
operators.  Contract  rates,  not  used  much  to  date,  could 
become  more  popular. 

(4)  Cab  Affiliation/Organization  and  Radio  Dispatching.  The  major 
operators’  share  of  total  licensed  vehicles  has  dropped  about 
18  percent.  (Many  of  the  redistributed  permits  had  not  been 
renewed  by  two  of  the  majors,  however.)  Most  of  the  newer 
unaffiliated  cabs  do  not  have  radio  dispatching  services,  a 
deficiency  which  could  lead  to  loose  cooperatives  formed  to 
provide  such  services.  The  extent  of  operator  organization 

in  the  face  of  increased  competition  bears  careful  monitoring, 
as  do  the  continuing  activities  of  the  Washington  Taxi  Associa- 
tion and  the  Taxi  Industry  Liaison  Group. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This  section  briefly  describes  the  interests  and  scope  of  the 
SMD  Program  and  its  case  study  evaluations  of  taxi  regulatory  revisions 
in  three  U.S.  cities.  It  then  discusses  the  major  issues  of  interest 
and  the  evaluation  framework  for  each  of  these  case  studies.  The 
introduction  concludes  with  a description  of  the  focus  and  data  sources 
examined  for  this  Interim  Report  as  well  as  those  to  be  investigated 
during  the  formal  evaluation  effort. 

1 . 1 Overview* 

A major  reason  for  developing  paratransit  services  is  to  make 
better  use  of  existing  transportation  resources  in  both  the  public  and 
private  sectors.  As  a result  of  growing  concern  about  energy  consumption, 
traffic  congestion  and  air  pollution,  transportation  planners  and 
policymakers  have  been  looking  at  paratransit  services  as  an  alter- 
native to  the  single-occupant  auto  in  addition  to  conventional  transit. 
Even  excluding  publicly-owned  school  buses,  social  service  agency 
vehicles  and  vanpools,  there  are  thousands  of  taxis,  limousines,  jitneys 
and  other  vehicles  for  hire  that  could  be  utilized  to  complement  exis- 
ting transit  operations. 

In  fact,  paratransit  services  have  been  shown  to  be  more 
effective  and  efficient  than  conventional  transit  for  particular  appli- 
cations. Demand-responsive  and  shared  ride  taxi  services,  for  example, 
are  particularly  efficient  where  origins  and  destinations  are  scattered 
over  low-density  areas  and  conventional  transit  vehicles  would  be  more 
costly  and  less  maneuverable.  Shared  ride  and  jitney  services  can  also 
be  used  both  as  feeders  to  conventional  fixed-route  transit  services  and 
as  alternative  fixed-route  services  themselves. 

*The  material  in  this  and  the  following  section  is  adapted  from  Service 
and  Methods  Demonstration  Program,  Annual  Report,  August  1979,  UMTA-MA 
06-0049-79-8. 
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A variety  of  factors  combine  to  inhibit  development  and  imple- 
mentation of  such  innovative  paratransit  services,  however.  Exclusive 
ride  service  has  become  the  model  of  taxi  operations  over  many  years. 

Many  operators  and  riders  are  unfamiliar  with  the  current  variety  of 
alternative  service  options.  Existing  taxi  and  paratransit  regulations 
also  impose  barriers  to  the  development  of  such  alternative  services. 

For  example,  jitney  services  have  been  specifically  prohibited  in  many 
cities  for  many  years.  Other  regulations  inhibit  or  proscribe  shared 
riding  and  zone-based  or  per  capita  fare  systems. 

The  historic  rationale  for  regulating  taxi  operations,  dating 
back  to  the  1920* s,  includes  such  factors  as  the  desire  of  public  transit 
or  taxi  operators  to  protect  their  market  share,  or  to  secure  a minimum 
level  of  earnings.  Public  welfare  considerations  such  as  continuation 
of  adequate  service,  passengers'  physical  safety,  and  protection  from 
price  gouging  have  also  played  a part.  Over  the  years  analysis  has 
focused  on  the  impacts  of  regulation  on  the  structure  and  service 
characteristics  of  the  taxi  industry,  with  more  frequent  debate  over  the 
merits  of  regulation. 

1 . 2 The  SMD  Program  Interest  in  Taxi  Regulatory  Revisions 


The  UMTA  Service  and  Methods  Demonstration  (SMD)  Program  was 
established  in  1974  to  provide  a comprehensive  framework  within  which 
innovative  transportation  management  techniques  and  transit  services 
could  be  developed,  demonstrated  and  evaluated,  and  the  results  dis- 
seminated to  transportation  planners,  policymakers  and  transit  opera- 
tors. Demonstration  projects  sponsored  by  the  SMD  program  specifically 
address  one  or  more  of  UMTA's  major  program  objectives  which  are  to: 

1.  Provide  more  efficient  public  transportation  service. 

2.  Provide  more  effective  public  transportation  service. 
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3.  Encourage  ridesharing  and  transit  use  through  local 
regulatory  and  pricing  authority. 

4.  Develop  a mix  of  innovative  transit  service  models  ap- 
pealing to  a wider  range  of  user  groups. 

5.  Integrate  the  use  of  private  and  public  providers  into  a 
comprehensive  set  of  public  transportation  services. 

6.  Develop  information  to  assist  local,  state,  and  Federal 
policy  formulation. 

7.  Guide  an  improved  level  of  local  response  to  UMTA  regu- 
lations concerning  TSM,  E$H,  and  Alternatives  Analysis. 

Innovative  service  and  methods  concepts  that  realize  these 
objectives  are  actively  sought  by  the  SMD  program.  Demonstration  ideas 
can  emerge  either  from  within  the  program  itself  or  from  promising  stra- 
tegies which  have  already  received  limited  application.  Application  of 
a concept  in  different-sized  cities  or  with  significant  variations  is 
generally  necessary  to  understand  how  and  under  which  conditions  a 
viable  concept  has  the  most  potential. 

In  addition  to  actual  demonstrations  of  innovative  service  and 
methods  applications,  the  program  has  also  included  evaluation  of  non- 
SMD  funded  projects.  Case  studies  of  potentially  innovative  concepts 
initiated  outside  of  the  SMD  program  are  conducted  where  it  appears  that 
the  concepts  warrant  study  and  dissemination  of  findings  that  would  not 
otherwise  occur.  The  program's  evaluations  of  taxi  regulatory  revisions 
in  several  American  cities  are  of  this  latter  type.  In  these  cases,  the 
SMD  Program  did  not  solicit  application  of  revised  regulatory  policies, 
but  given  that  local  government  intended  to  implement  changes,  the  SMD 
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program  sought  to  evaluate  their  effects  in  order  to  determine  what  if 
any  potential  they  had  for  achieving  improved  transportation  services. 
UMTA's  support  in  these  cases  extends  only  to  enable  the  evaluation 
effort  and  provide  for  the  necessary  evaluation  data  base. 

The  SMD  Program  became  interested  in  taxi  regulatory  changes 
as  local  planners  and  regulators  began  to  articulate  the  implications 
their  regulations  have  for  transportation  service  innovation  and  pro- 
ductivity. Over  eighteen  months  ago  the  Transportation  Systems  Center 
(TSC)  learned  of  the  impending  relaxation  of  fare  and  entry  restrictions 
on  Seattle's  taxi  industry  and  initiated  a case  study  evaluation  of  the 
changes  in  that  locale.  Subsequently  municipal  legislators  in  San  Diego 
and  Portland,  Oregon  implemented  changes  in  their  taxi  ordinances,  and 
case  studies  were  begun  in  these  cities  as  well. 

There  are  strong  reasons  for  SMD  Program  interest  in  these 
developments.  Prior  to  these  evaluations  there  had  been  no  rigorous 
study  of  regulatory  revisions  of  the  nature  and  scope  provided  by  these 
case  studies.  Moreover,  changes  in  the  taxi  institutional  environment 
are  viewed  as  a potential  stimulus  to  innovations  in  the  type,  quality 
and  quantity  of  taxi  services  provided  by  local  operators.  Thus  the 
experience  in  these  three  sites  should  be  of  considerable  interest  to 
policymakers  at  all  levels  of  government,  regulators,  taxi  operators, 
transportation  planners  and  researchers  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

1 . 3 Overview  of  the  Regulatory  Revisions  Case  Studies 


TSC  has  undertaken  case  study  evaluation  of  regulatory  revisions 
in  three  American  cities:  Seattle,  Portland,  Oregon,  and  San  Diego. 

The  code  revisions  in  all  three  cities  involve  relaxation  of  entry  and 
fare  restrictions,  but  there  are  significant  differences  among  them  in 
the  degree  to  which  controls  have  been  removed,  the  service  and  operator 
types  affected,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  changes  have  been  implemented. 


4 


In  addition  are  three  limited  investigations  into  past,  current,  and 
proposed  changes  in  Indianapolis  and  Oakland  and  Berkeley,  California. 
These  smaller  studies  are  much  more  summary  and  narrative  than  a formal 
evaluation. 

The  larger  case  studies  offer  the  opportunity  to  do  a compre- 
hensive evaluation  of  the  effects  of  the  regulatory  revisions  on  industry 
operators,  regulators,  taxi  users  and  the  general  public.  Because  the 
development  of  an  effective  institutional  framework  is  an  essential  pre- 
condition for  developing  the  operational  features  of  the  services  them- 
selves in  these  cases,  the  evaluations  also  focus  on  the  implementation 
of  the  new  regulations  as  well  as  on  their  effects.  The  precise  scope 
of  each  case  study  necessarily  depends  upon  the  nature  and  magnitude  of 
the  regulatory  revisions  and  the  availability  of  the  necessary  data. 
Nonetheless  the  evaluation  methodology  and  findings  will  be  as  consis- 
tent as  possible  across  all  three  sites  in  order  to  facilitate  cross- 
cutting comparisons  and  analyses  using  combined  data.  The  evaluations 
have  two  major  obj ectives : (1)  a thorough  documentation  and  analysis  of 
the  regulatory  changes  process  and  (2)  an  assessment  of  the  impacts  of 
the  changes  on  operators,  travelers,  and  regulators.  Specific  impact 
issues  to  be  examined  include  the  effects  of  the  regulatory  revisions  on 
the  composition  and  fluidity  of  the  taxi  (and  jitney)  industries, 
operating  practices,  investment  decisions  and  costs;  the  quality, 
quantity  and  price  of  services;  operating  efficiency,  revenues  and 
profitability;  and  the  administrative  costs  associated  with  paratransit 
regulation. 

Evaluation  of  these  impacts  will  be  structured  in  accordance 
with  principles  of  supply-demand  analysis.  On  the  supply  side  this 
means  examination  of  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  changes  in  operator 
behavior  along  dimensions  such  as  entry  and  exits,  pricing  practices, 
service  offerings,  investment  decisions  and  operating  practices.  On  the 
demand  side,  this  includes  analysis  of  changes  in  traveler  behavior  in 
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terms  of  mode  choice,  taxi  trip  frequency  and  timing,  and  destination 
choice  decisions.  The  interaction  of  supply  changes  and  demand  res- 
ponses produces  a new  level  of  supply  and  demand  which  is  reflected  in 
measures  of  service  utilization,  revenues  and  profitability  statistics. 

Analysis  of  these  changes  will  be  presented  in  a subsequent 
evaluation  report.  This  interim  report  aims  to  fulfill  the  first  of  the 
two  primary  case  study  objectives,  to  document  and  analyze  the  changes 
themselves  as  well  as  the  process  of  their  implementation.  Major 
emphasis  here  has  been  placed  on  describing  the  administrative  proce- 
dures, public  information  efforts  and  operational  procedures  which 
necessarily  interact  with  the  regulatory  changes.  Similar  interim 
documents  have  been  prepared  for  all  three  case  studies. 

Project  monitoring  and  impact  evaluation  efforts  will  continue 
on  the  Seattle  and  San  Diego  case  studies  over  the  next  thirteen  months, 
with  a final  evaluation  report  to  be  presented  on  each  site  by  August 
1981.  Continuing  efforts  on  the  Portland  case  study  will  consist  of 
lower- level  monitoring  of  the  impacts  of  the  regulatory  revisions.  No 
subsequent  evaluation  report  on  Portland  is  currently  contemplated. 

1 .4  The  Seattle  Case  Study 


The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  provide  background  information 
on  issues  related  to  taxicab  regulation  in  the  Seattle-King  County  area. 
It  documents  the  changes  made  in  taxi  regulation  by  the  new  ordinance, 
provides  institutional  background  on  how  these  changes  were  made,  and 
examines  some  pre-revisions  data  on  the  supply  and  demand  characteristics 
of  the  taxi  industry  in  Seattle.  The  information  presented  here  was 
developed  from  written  evaluations  performed  by  City  staff  and  others, 
and  supplemented  by  extensive  personal  interviews  over  a fourteen 
month  period  with  key  individuals  connected  with  the  Seattle  industry. 

It  should  be  noted  that  only  readily  available  information  was  utilized 
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in  the  preparation  of  this  background  report.  The  intent  here  is  to 
provide  an  overview  of  the  local  situation  prior  to  the  regulatory 
changes,  in  order  to  report  what  code  changes  were  adopted  by  the  City 
and  to  identify  areas  which  seem  critical  for  further  examination  in 
the  later  evaluation  phases  of  this  study.  While  the  report  highlights 
many  of  the  major  taxi  issues,  definitive  conclusions  about  the  effects 
of  the  regulatory  changes  on  the  local  industry  and  the  travelling 
public  would  be  premature  at  this  time.  The  effects  of  the  regulatory 
changes  will  be  evaluated  over  the  next  thirteen  months. 

The  body  of  this  report  is  divided  into  three  major  sections. 
The  next  section  deals  with  the  salient  demographic,  political,  and 
transportation  features  of  the  Seattle-King  County  area.  The  third 
covers  taxi  industry  characteristics,  including  an  overview  of  the  local 
regulatory  institutions,  industry  structure,  rates,  taxi  operating 
practices  and  levels  of  service,  demand,  productivity  and  economics,  and 
attitudes  toward  the  industry.  The  fourth  section  discusses  the  evolu- 
tion and  implementation  of  the  regulatory  changes,  including  a chrono- 
logy of  the  regulatory  change  process,  a parallel  comparison  of  the 
former  and  revised  codes,  and  implementation  of  the  changes.  An 
appendix  presents  fare  schedules  for  all  operators,  along  with  forms 
used  by  various  governmental  units  in  regulating  taxis. 
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2.0 


SITE  DESCRIPTION 


2 . 1 Demographics  and  Geography 

Seattle-King  County  is  the  largest  metropolitan  area  of  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  Its  urbanized  population  is  over  1.2  million,  about 
the  same  as  Atlanta,  Buffalo,  and  Cincinnati.  The  City  of  Seattle  is 
the  locus  of  the  urbanized  area  and  had  531,000  residents  within  its  89 
square  miles  (4  percent  of  King  County's  2,131  square  miles)  in  1976. 

The  adjacent  urbanized  area  is  mostly  unincorporated  but  includes  the 
municipalities  of  Bellevue  (1976  population:  61,000),  Kirkland  (15,000), 
Auburn  (22,000),  Kent  (22,000),  and  Renton  (25,000). 

The  region  has  a relatively  low  population  density,  about 
3,000  persons  per  square  mile.  A large  portion  of  the  population  lives 
in  the  narrow  urbanized  strip  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Puget  Sound 
(see  Figure  2.1).  The  City  of  Seattle  has  a population  density  of  5,800 
persons  per  square  mile,  considerably  higher  than  the  rest  of  the  region 
and  above  the  national  average  for  urbanized  areas.  Some  central 
neighborhoods  have  as  many  as  25,000  persons  per  square  mile. 

Seattle  is  an  inland  seaport  city  bordered  on  the  west  by  the 
navigable  waters  of  Puget  Sound  and  on  the  east  by  Lake  Washington. 
Development  in  the  City  is  primarily  along  a north-south  axis,  narrowing 
to  about  2-1/2  miles  in  the  downtown  area  between  Puget  Sound  and  Lake 
Washington.  Seattle  residents  generally  have  higher  family  incomes  than 
the  national  norm:  in  1977,  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 

ment estimated  the  median  family  income  in  Seattle  as  $18,500  per  year, 
compared  to  the  national  average  of  $16,000.  The  cost  of  living  in  the 
area  is  about  the  same  as  the  national  average  for  metropolitan  areas. 

Downtown  Seattle  is  located  on  the  slopes  of  hills  facing 
Puget  Sound.  Many  of  the  east-west  streets  have  grades  of  ten  percent 
or  more.  Only  the  waterfront  and  the  retail  core  are  situated  on 
relatively  level  ground. 
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Figure  2. 1 
PUGET  SOUND  AREA 


2.2 


Political  Jurisdictions  and  Responsibilities 

Government  and  politics  in  the  Seattle  area  function  in  three 
overlapping  spheres.  The  City  of  Seattle  is  governed  by  a nine  member 
council  elected  at  large.  An  elected  mayor  functions  as  chief  executive. 
The  City  Council 9 s Public  Safety  and  Justice  Committee  considers  all 
licensing  matters  including  taxi  licensing.  King  County  also  has  a nine 
member  council  elected  geographically  with  some  members  elected  entirely  by 
City  of  Seattle  residents.  The  county  executive  is  also  elected.  The 
County  Council's  Operations,  Police  and  Judiciary  Committee  oversees  taxi 
licensing  matters  outside  of  the  cities  of  Seattle  and  Renton.  The  Port 
of  Seattle,  governed  by  a five  member  board  elected  by  King  County  voters, 
supervises  the  harbor  and  airport  facilities  in  the  Seattle  region.  It 
determines  policy  on  taxi  operations  at  Sea-Tac  International  Airport,  the 
largest  single  generator  of  taxi  trips  in  the  region. 

2.2.1  Seattle  City  Council 

Local  government  in  both  Seattle  and  King  County  has  changed 
dramatically  during  the  past  decade.  In  Seattle,  prior  to  the  mid-1960's, 
the  City  Council  exercised  most  of  the  power  under  a "weak  mayor”  form  of 
government.  The  Council  was  passive  or  reactive,  however,  addressing 
issues  only  as  they  were  formulated  and  raised  to  prominence  by  groups  in 
the  community.  Local  government  was  characterized  by  friend  and  foe  alike 
as  "do  nothing."  When  an  issue  did  arise.  Council  members  analyzed  it 
informally;  neither  the  analytical  resources  of  the  City  bureaucracy  nor 
the  inclinations  of  the  Council  led  to  rigorous  evaluation  of  the  issues. 


Much  of  the  material  in  this  section  is  from  Frank  Colcord  and  Ronald 
Lewis,  "Urban  Transportation  Decision  Making:  Seattle-A  Case  Study," 
Washington,  D.C.,  U.S.  Department  of  Transportation,  1974;  and  James  P. 
Womack,  "Opportunities  and  Options  for  Taxi  Regulatory  Reform,"  MIT 
Center  for  Transportation  Studies,  1978. 
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In  the  mid-1960's  this  pattern  began  to  change.  "Activists" 
began  seeking  positions  on  the  Council  and  by  1971  were  in  the  majority. 

The  new  style  in  Council  elections  was  to  develop  and  identify  with 
"reform"  issues.  One  member,  for  example,  sought  to  identify  himself  with 
taxi  regulatory  revision  as  a "consumer"  issue.  The  Council  also  sought  to 
control  the  City  bureaucracy,  which  had  been  practically  independent  in 
many  respects  due  to  the  limited  powers  of  the  mayor  and  the  large  number 
of  elected  department  heads.  Mayors  in  the  1970s  (formerly,  Wes  Uhlman  and 
currently,  Charles  Royer)  were  also  more  active,  seeking  to  assert  firmer 
control  over  City  agencies  (whose  heads  are  now  appointed  by  the  mayor). 
These  mayors  generally  prevailed  in  conflicts  with  the  Council  over  staffing 
and  personnel  matters,  but  the  Council  maintained  the  initiative  on  broader 
issues  of  policy,  including  license  code  revision. 

The  "activism"  and  "reform"  orientation  of  the  Seattle  Council 
should  not  be  interpreted  in  the  more  traditional  American  political 
categories  of  liberal  or  conservative.  For  example,  the  license  code 
revision  process,  of  which  taxi  regulatory  revision  is  a part,  was 
supported  by  some  activist  Council  members  as  a "conservative"  reform 
designed  to  remove  government  interference  from  the  market  place;  other 
members  have  called  it  a "liberal"  reform  based  on  the  premise  that  large, 
established  firms  unduly  dominated  the  taxi  market.  What  these  viewpoints 
have  in  common  is  a new  attitude  about  the  proper  means  for  a local  elected 
body  to  deal  with  issues.  The  "old  style"  Council  of  the  1950s  and  early 
1960s  listened  to  all  sides  of  an  issue  and  then  employed  "common  sense"  to 
arrive  at  a "fair"  decision.  The  "new  style"  Council  is  much  more  likely, 
as  in  the  license  code  revision  case,  to  begin  by  identifying  principles 
for  governmental  intervention  in  an  area.^  Interested  parties  are  then 
requested  to  present  a case  buttressed  with  detailed  data  showing  why 


The  preamble  to  City  Council  Resolution  24706  of  September  30,  1974, 
for  example,  specifies  the  need  for  such  guiding  principles  in  the 
licensing  area.  See  Section  4.1  and  Appendix  B.3. 
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their  recommended  course  of  action  corresponds  to  the  public  interest. 
Failing  adequate  analyses  from  interested  parties*  the  Council  will  often 
request  an  analysis  from  the  City  agency  charged  with  the  subject  matter. 

In  many  cases*  including  license  code  revision,  the  City  Council  has 
resolved  to  conduct  intensive  studies  of  areas  where  there  has  been  no 
indication  of  public  interest  or  dissatisfaction  with  current  laws® 

The  intellectual  framework  for  City  Council  deliberations  on 
principles  now  frequently  refers  to  formal  economic  concepts  of  efficiency 
and  equity,  owing  in  large  part  to  the  economic  training  of  key  Individuals 
Council  members  Revelle  and  John  Miller,  and  City  Assistant  Director  for 
Licenses  (1977)  Keith  Kleinhen.  The  City  has  also  gained  familiarity  in 
the  economic  concepts  such  as  peak-period  pricing  and  the  price  elasticity 
of  demand  in  operating  the  City-owned  electric  power  company. 

2.2.2  King  County  Council 

King  County  government  seems  to  be  moving  in  the  same  direction 
as  the  City  of  Seattle.  In  1969,  King  County  voters  passed  a home  rule 
charter  replacing  the  three  member  County  Commission  with  the  present 
County  Council  and  County  executive.  The  old  Commission  functioned  both  as 
the  executive  and  legislative  arms  of  government  but  had  practically  no 
power  to  provide  services®  The  home  rule  charter  gave  the  County  a broad 
range  of  powers  to  provide  "urban  services,"  including  street  construction, 
fire  and  police  protection,  and  schools  on  a contract  basis  to  the  nearly 
200  municipalities  and  special  service  governments  in  the  County. 

The  change  in  the  regulation  of  taxis  is  typical  of  the 
expansion  of  the  County's  role.  Since  1969,  the  County  has  assumed 
jurisdiction  over  taxis  on  a contract  basis  in  two  of  its  largest 
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jurisdictions  (Bellevue  and  Kirkland).  It  has  reached  agreements  with 
all  municipalities  except  Renton. * The  municipalities  now  honor  County 
taxi  licenses  for  pick-up  rights,  even  if  they  issue  permits  of  their 
own.  In  practice,  none  except  Seattle  and  Renton  do  and  the  County 
effectively  regulates  nearly  all  taxi  operations  outside  Seattle.  While 
the  County  Council  is  still  more  passive  and  "traditional"  than  the  City 
and  less  likely  to  tackle  complex  issues  in  the  absence  of  a public 
outcry,  the  staff  of  the  County  agencies  has  grown  and  a greater  capa- 
city to  evaluate  issues  in  taxi  regulation  now  exists. 

2.2.3  Port  of  Seattle^ 


King  County  voters  elected  to  create  the  Port  of  Seattle  as 
a public  corporation  in  1911  to  insure  public  ownership  and  management 
for  the  growing  number  of  harbor  facilities  and  activities.  Port 
facilities  and  trade  continued  to  expand  over  the  next  sixty  years 
and  Seattle  is  reportedly  now  the  West  Coast's  major  container  port 
and  second  only  to  New  York  in  total  container  shipping  tonnage. 
Facilities  managed  by  Port  employees  include  eighteen  major  ocean 
commerce  terminals,  a tidewater  grain  facility,  Seatt le-Tacoma  Inter- 
national Airport,  Fishermen's  Terminal,  a 550-vessel  commercial  fishing 
marina  and  an  over  1500-boat  pleasure  marina.  Port  marine  and  airborne 
commerce  produces  an  annual  gross  volume  exceeding  $2.3  billion.  The 
Port  employs  60,000  King  County  workers  earning  wages  of  about  $850 
million  annually. 

Five  Port  Commissioners  are  elected  from  King  County  for 
six-year  terms.  An  Executive  Director  heads  the  Port  District  staff 
to  operate  the  Port  under  the  Commission's  directives.  The  Port's 


^Disagreements  between  the  County  and  the  small  city  of  Renton  are  not 
solely  over  the  issue  of  taxi  regulation  but  cover  all  aspects  of 
city-county  relations.  Because  of  the  very  limited  taxi  market  in 
Renton,  the  City's  resistance  to  regional  taxi  licensing  by  the  County 
has  not  significantly  affected  regional  taxi  operations. 

2 

Port  of  Seattle,  "Report  to  Our  Neighbors,"  "Facilities  Handbook," 

1978  Annual  Report . 
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Operations  Office  supervises  airport  taxi  operations,  including  licensing 
and  dispatching  through  an  innovative  telephone  and  closed-circuit 
television  system  implemented  during  1979. 

2.2.4  State  of  Washington 

} 

The  State  Department  of  Licensing  issues  all  for-hire  vehicles 
a certificate  which  requires  that  insurance  be  maintained.  Another 
State  agency,  the  Washington  Utilities  and  Transportation  Commission, 
regulates  charter  buses  and  similar  for-hire  vehicles  that  file  rates. 
Vehicles  that  hold  less  than  nine  passengers  are  not  regulated  by  the 
WUTC;  these  include  taxis  and  limousines.  Cities  and  counties  are 
presently  granted  exclusive  authority  to  regulate  taxi  operations,  but 
since  regulatory  revisions,  efforts  are  being  made  by  taxi  operators  to 
persuade  the  State  to  regulate  them.  State  assumption  of  taxi  regula- 
tion would  represent  a major  departure  from  past  policy,  however. 

2.2.5  Other  Agencies 

Institutions  primarily  concerned  with  comprehensive  trans- 
portation planning  have  not  been  actively  involved  in  taxi  regulatory 
revision.  These  include  the  Puget  Sound  Council  of  Governments  and  the 
Municipality  of  Metropolitan  Seattle  (METRO). 

2. 2.5.1  Puget  Sound  Council  of  Governments 

The  Puget  Sound  Council  of  Governments  (PSCOG)  is  the  regional 
metropolitan  planning  organization  (MPO)  for  transportation  and  the 
areawide  planning  organization  (APO)  for  the  four-county  region.  Its 
fifty-three  member  jurisdictions  send  as  representatives  locally-elected 
officials  who  are  appointed  to  the  PSCOG  by  their  mayor  or  local  govern- 
ment. These  officials  represent  98  percent  of  the  population  in  the 
region.  PSCOG  has  responsibility  for  transportation,  land  use  and 
housing  planning  and  serves  as  a pass-through  agency  for  701  funds  and 
the  UMTA  Coordinated  Support  Program  among  other  specific  allocations. 
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2. 2. 5. 2 Municipality  of  Metropolitan  Seattle  (METRO) 


Originally  established  as  a sewer  district,  METRO  is  currently 
comprised  as  a dual-purpose  agency  with  responsibility  for  water  quality 
within  the  Seattle  metropolitan  and  Lake  Washington  areas.  These 
responsibilities  include  transport,  treatment  and  disposal  of  waste 
water  in  addition  to  the  City  of  Seattle  sewer  system.  METRO  took  over 
responsibility  for  transit  operations  within  King  County  in  1973,  and 
holds  exclusive  rights  to  operate  the  bus  system  within  the  County. 

The  METRO  Council  is  comprised  of  37  members  including  the 
Seattle  and  King  County  Councils,  the  County  Executive,  the  Seattle 
Mayor  and  elected  officials  from  the  larger  cities  and  representatives 
of  Bellevue,  the  suburban  areas,  and  the  sewer  district. 

2 . 3 Transportation  Systems 

Four  elements  of  the  transportation  system  in  Seattle  are 
briefly  described  here: 

2.3.1  Highways 

Four  controlled-access  highways  form  the  skeleton  of  the 
road  network:  1-5  and  1-405  running  north/south;  and  1-90  and  SR-520 

running  east/west.  (Auto-carrying  ferries  provide  service  across  Puget 
Sound.)  By  far  the  heaviest  traffic  volumes  are  carried  on  Interstate 
5.  This  facility  is  generally  four  lanes  in  each  direction,  although 
north  of  the  downtown,  reversible  express  lanes  allow  for  up  to  eight 
lanes  in  the  peak  direction  (and  four  in  the  minor-flow  direction) . 
Because  of  impediments  of  water  and  topography,  most  Seattle  traffic  is 
funneled  onto  these  facilities.1  The  east-west  routes  are  antiquated 


The  West  Seattle  Drawbridge,  a non-freeway  link,  has  the  second  highest 
average  daily  traffic  volume  (next  to  1-5).  This  facility  is  currently 
closed  due  to  damage  from  a ship  collision. 
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facilities  and  generally  considered  to  be  obsolete,  but  have  not  been 
rebuilt  for  various  reasons.  About  two  million  vehicle  trips  per  day 
are  generated  in  King  County. 

2.3.2  Transit  Service 


Transit  service  in  the  Seattle- King  County  area  is  provided  by 
the  Municipality  of  Metropolitan  Seattle  (METRO),  a special  purpose 
government  agency.  Besides  its  role  as  the  principal  regional  transit 
operator,  METRO  is  also  responsible  for  administering  an  elderly  and 
handicapped  taxi  "script"  program,  which  provides  eligible  participants 
a 60  percent  discount  on  taxi  fares  reimbursed  to  the  taxi  operators 
from  UMTA  funds. 

With  approximately  800  buses,  the  METRO  system  carried  57 
million  riders  in  1979,  up  from  38  million  in  1975.  (The  population  of 
METRO'S  service  area  is  1.2  million  residents.)  The  County  has  basically 
two  fare  zones,  within  and  outside  of  the  Seattle  City  limits.  The  base 
fare  is  $0.50,  plus  $0.25  to  cross  the  fare  zone  boundary.  The  downtown 
Seattle  and  Denny  Regrade  areas  constitute  a free-fare  transit  zone 
which  has  been  in  effect  over  many  years.  The  transit  modal  split  to 
the  CBD  during  peak  hours  is  around  35  percent,  while  the  all -day  mode 
split  regionally  is  4 percent. 

2.3.3  Taxi-based  Services  for  Elderly  and  Handicapped 

During  1972-73,  the  City  Council  attempted  to  extend  trans- 
portation services  to  low-income  elderly  and  handicapped  travelers  via 
special  services  vehicles.  The  local  taxi  industry  objected  to  this 
proposal  on  grounds  that  the  special  services  vehicles  would  compete 
with  taxicabs. 

The  industry  offered  a counter  proposal,  whereby  City-issued 
scrip  redeemable  by  taxi  operators  for  80  percent  of  its  face  value 
could  be  used  by  low- income  elderly  and  handicapped  persons  to  pay 
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taxi  fares.  The  20  percent  loss  in  revenues  would  be  absorbed  by  the 
taxi  operators.  In  exchange,  the  industry  requested  code  revisions  to 
allow  leasing,  cruising,  and  the  transfer  of  licenses  to  stand-by 
vehicles,  and  to  prohibit  County  cabs  from  picking  up  fares  in  the  City. 
Many  of  these  concessions  were  realized  when  the  scrip  program  was 
initiated  in  1973;  legalization  of  leasing  arrangements  was  achieved  in 
1975. 

Beginning  in  1979,  the  scrip  program  was  extended  with  UMTA  funds  to 
provide  a 40  and  then  60^  percent  discount  on  taxi  fares.  Eligibility, 
the  sale  of  scrip  books,  and  other  administrative  duties  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  City  Department  of  Community  Development  to  METRO,  the 
local  transit  operator,  along  with  its  reduced  bus  fare  permit  program. 
The  taxi  program  was  seen  as  an  important  extension  of  public  transit 
service  to  persons  unable  to  use  the  regular  transit  system.  Reports  as 
of  early  1979  indicated  that  the  major  Seattle  taxi  companies  were  all 
participating  in  the  scrip  program. 

2.3.4  Airport 

Sea-Tac  International  Airport  is  the  regional  airport  serving 
much  of  western  Washington  via  seventeen  airlines  serving  all  major  U.S. 
points,  the  Orient,  Europe  and  Latin  America.  The  airport  is  also 
served  by  five  commuter  lines  and  several  charter  companies.  For  the 
calendar  year  1978,  it  served  8,364,500  air  passengers  (including 
transfers) . Growth  in  air  travel  to  and  from  the  airport  has  been  rapid 
in  recent  years  and  9.4  million  air  passengers  were  projected  to  have 
used  Sea-Tac  in  1979  (up  14  percent  from  1978) . Expansion  efforts 
completed  in  1973  raise  the  airport  capacity  to  handle  12  to  15  million 
passengers  per  year,  which  is  adequate  to  meet  projected  requirements 
beyond  the  decade  of  the  1980’ s.  More  than  20,000  jobs  are  related  to 
airport  traffic  and  commercial  facilities;  over  9,000  of  these  jobs  are 
located  at  the  airport. 


*As  of  June  1,  1980. 
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The  airport  is  a major  regional  generator  of  taxi  trips,  many 
of  which  are  fairly  long,  since  the  airport  is  located  about  14  miles 
south  of  downtown  Seattle  (see  map.  Figure  2.1).  Certain  small  airlines 
(including  package  carriers)  use  Boeing  Field  .tohich  is  located  only 
about  five  miles  south  of  downtown.  , 
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3.0 


TAXI  INDUSTRY  CHARACTERISTICS  PRIOR  TO  REGULATORY  REVISIONS 


This  chapter  describes  the  Seattle  taxi  industry  prior  to  the 
1979  regulatory  changes,  giving  particulars  on  pre-revisions  industry 
size  and  structure,  fare  structure,  operating  practices,  level  of 
service,  demand  and  productivity.  It  also  presents  a brief  historical 
summary  of  previous  local  taxi  regulation  along  with  descriptions  of  the 
salient  features  of  the  previous  regulatory  codes,  regulating  authorities, 
responsibilities  and  administrative  procedures.  The  new  regulations  and 
point-by-point  comparisons  between  the  former  and  revised  codes  and 
procedures  are  presented  in  Section  4.2. 

3 . 1 Definition  of  Terms 

A number  of  terms  used  throughout  the  text  and  peculiar  to  the 
taxi  industry  or  to  Seattle  are  defined  here  for  convenience: 


Owner/operator  The  individual,  partnership  or  corporation  holding 

at  least  a part  interest  in  a vehicle,  and  deciding 
how  the  vehicle  should  be  operated. 


Driver  The  individual  who  operates  the  vehicle,  and  who  may 

or  may  not  own  it . 

Organization  Types 

Fleet  operation  An  operation  characterized  by  total  ownership 

of  all  vehicles  by  one  individual,  partnership,  or 
corporation. 

Cooperative  An  operation  characterized  by  owner/ operators 

affiliating  with  each  other  in  a non-profit  cor- 
poration to  share  the  costs  and  benefits  of  dis- 
patching, accounting,  and  other  services. 
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Service  company 
or  Association 

An  organization  providing  cabs  affiliated  by 
subscription  membership  or  shares  with  radio 
dispatching,  accounting,  and/or  legal  services.  The 
service  company  may  also  provide  advertising,  operate 
a garage  or  fueling  facility,  assist  with  insurance 
or  provide  other  services. 

Unaffiliated  cab 

A cab  not  operating  in  affiliation  with  a cooperative 
or  service  company.  Reportedly,  unaffiliated  cabs 
are  typically  not  radio-dispatched  in  Seattle. 

Driver  Types 
Leasee-driver 

Person  driving  a taxicab  on  a self-employed  basis 
by  purchasing  the  use  of  the  cab  from  the  permit 
holder  for  a set  fee  per  shift  (see  "nut") . 

Hired-driver 

Person  driving  a taxicab  for  the  permit  holder  on 
an  employee  basis,  remuneration  for  which  is  cal- 
culated as  a percentage  of  the  cab's  daily  receipts. 

Owner-driver 

Person  driving  a taxicab  on  a self-employed  basis, 
holding  the  taxi  permit  and  operating  the  cab  as  its 
owner  and  driver. 

Service  Types 
Exclusive  Ride 

Exclusive  use  of  a taxicab  by  one  or  more  related 
passengers  at  a time. 

Group  Ride 

Shared  use  of  a taxicab  where  a group  of  related 
passengers  enter  at  the  same  point  of  origin, 
disembark  at  the  same  destination  and  pay  a single 
fare  for  the  trip. 
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Shared  Ride  Non-exclUsive  use  of  a taxicab  by  two  or  more 

unrelated  passengers  travelling  between  different 
points  of  origin  and/or  destination  but  in  the  same 
general  direction. 


Fixed-Route 

(Jitney) 


Transport  of  persons  or  parcels  following  a fixed 
route  of  travel  between  specified  points. 


Nut  The  amount  paid  by  a lease-driver  to  an  owner 

for  the  use  of  a cab  for  a specified  period  of  time, 
or  shift,  usually  not  including  the  costs  of  gas  and 
oil . 


3 . 2 History  and  Features  of  Previous  Taxi  Regulation 

This  section  briefly  covers  the  history  and  major  features  of 
the  previous  Seattle  and  King  County  regulatory  codes,  the  regulating 
authorities  and  their  duties;  the  administrative  procedures  for  enforcing 
regulations;  and  interagency  coordination. 


3.2.1  City  of  Seattle 

Regulation  of  taxicabs  in  Seattle  began  in  1914  and  between 
1930  and  1979,  rates  and  entry  were  strictly  limited.  The  1930  law 
apparently  arose  out  of  the  City’s  desire  to  protect  its  municipally- 
owned  street  railway  system  from  taxicab  competition.  Another  reason 
was  a taxicab  rate  war  which  occurred  in  the  late  1920' s.  While  a 
variety  of  additions  and  changes  have  been  adopted  since  1930,  the  basic 
law  remained  in  effect  until  1977,  when  interim  code  changes  were 
adopted  as  part  of  the  regulatory  revision  process.  The  code  which  was 
in  effect  prior  to  the  1979  regulatory  revisions  (Ordinance  59866)  was 
adopted  in  1965  and  subsequently  amended  through  May  1978.  Four 
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amendments  achieved  significant  changes  in  taxi  regulation:  Ordinance 

102637  (10/73),  106189  (2/77),  107095  (1/78),  and  10735  (5/78).  The 
following  discussion,  and  the  comparison  between  the  former  and  revised 
codes  which  is  to  be  found  in  Section  4.2,  are  based  upon  these  ordi- 
nances, copies  of  which  are  included  in  Appendix  B.l. 

3.2. 1.1  Entry  Controls 

Under  the  pre-revision  provisions,  new  entry  required  an 
investigation  into  the  fitness  of  the  applicant  operator.  Entry  was 
effectively  closed,  however,  by  virtue  of  a numerical  limit  on  the  total 
number  of  licenses.  This  limit,  imposed  in  February  1977  as  part  of  • 
interim  code  changes  achieving  reciprocal  licensing  with  King  County, 
fixed  the  ceiling  on  total  taxi  licenses  at  its  then-current  level. 

Prior  to  1977  the  numerical  limit  was  based  upon  a ratio  of  one  license 
to  every  2500  Seattle  residents.  Evidence  indicates  that  this  ceiling 
had  been  exceeded,  however,  owing  to  the  "grandfathering  in"  of  taxicabs 
operating  under  licenses  granted  prior  to  September  9,  1966.  The  City 
could  also  license  cabs  previously  licensed  to  operate  in  a King  County 
area  and  operating  there  for  at  least  two  years  prior  to  the  area's 
annexation  by  the  City.  After  the  reciprocal  licensing  provisions 
agreement  adopted  by  the  City  and  the  County  in  February  of  1977,  a taxi 
operator  licensed  in  either  jurisdiction  could  readily  obtain  the  other's 
license  for  a $25  fee  (fee  for  both  licenses,  $125).  That  is,  in  addition 
to  regular  City  taxi  licenses,  the  DLCA  also  issued  County-reciprocal 
licenses  to  licensed  County  operators. 

Prior  to  1977,  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs  (DLCA)  was  also  authorized  to  determine  by  resolution 
from  time  to  time  whether  the  public  convenience  and  necessity  (PCN) 
required  additional  taxi  licenses.  This  determination  was  made  at  a 
public  hearing  where  the  burden  was  on  the  applicant  to  prove  his 
fitness  to  provide  service  and  to  demonstrate  the  public  need  for 
service.  In  determining  whether  the  public  convenience  and  necessity 
required  the  additional  service,  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer 
Affairs  was  to  consider  the  following: 
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a.  The  number  of  taxicabs  already  operating  under  permits. 

b.  Whether  the  requirements  of  public  convenience  and  necessity 
[could]  be  met  and  complied  with  only  by  the  issuance  of 
additional  permits. 

c.  The  probable  effect  of  increased  service  on  local  traffic 
conditions . 

d.  Whether  the  increased  service  would  result  in  ruinous  competition. 

e.  The  effect  on  working  conditions  and  wages  paid  to  drivers  of 
taxicabs  or  special  services  vehicles. 

f.  Whether  the  additional  service  requested  [could  not]  best 
be  rendered  by  existing  operators. 

g.  The  financial  responsibility  of  the  applicant. 

h.  The  type  and  condition  of  equipment  proposed  to  be  operated. 

i.  The  character,  experience,  and  responsibility  of  the  applicant 
and  such  other  relevant  facts  as  the  Director  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs ... [deemed]  advisable,  pertinent,  or  necessary 
to  aid  in  determining  whether  public  convenience  and  necessity 
[required]  the  issuance  of  such  additional  permits. 

When  the  total  number  of  taxi  licenses  was  frozen  at  the  current  level 
in  February  1977,  this  section  providing  for  additional  licenses  was 
deleted. 


Transfers  of  taxicab  permits  (except  for  use  by  a standby 
vehicle  duly  inspected  and  licensed)  were  also  subject  to  the  DLCA 
Director's  approval.  In  addition,  the  City  had  a minimum  operating 
requirement  of  10  miles  per  day  for  230  days  per  year.  No  taxicab 
permits  could  be  renewed  for  a succeeding  year  unless  the  vehicle  had 
met  this  requirement. 

Originally,  the  City  Council  had  responsibility  for  approving 
all  taxi  licenses.  This  function  was  transferred  to  the  Comptroller's 
Office  some  time  prior  to  1965  and  then  to  the  DLCA  Director  when  the 
Department  was  created  in  1973. 
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3. 2.1. 2 Rate  Regulations 


The  previous  Seattle  ordiance  had  established  a standard  rate 

of  are  of  taxicab  services.  In  1976,  Council  had  approved  a rate 

increase  as  a temporary  measure  to  be  in  effect  for  six  months;  this 

increase  was  subsequently  extended  up  until  regulatory  revision.  The 

rate  adopted  in  1976  was  $0.90  drop  including  the  first  1/7  mile  (or 

$0.80  fixed),  $0.70  per  mile,  $7.20  per  hour  waiting  and  $0.20  for  each 

additional  passenger  after  the  first.  No  other  metered  taxi  rates  were 

allowed  to  be  charged,  although  contract  rates  were  allowed  to  differ 

from  the  standard  rate.  Qualified  elderly  and  handicapped  passengers 

2 

could  pay  taxi  fares  in  scrip  issued  at  80  percent  face  value. 


3.2. 1.3  Other  pre-Revisions  Regulations 

Other  Seattle  provisions  governing  taxicabs  prior  to  regulatory 
revision  included  the  definition  of  a taxicab  as  a vehicle  having  a 
seating  capacity  of  nine  passengers  or  less  operated  for  a metered  fee 
but  not  exclusively  over  a fixed  and  defined  route.  Minimum  public 
liability  insurance  coverage  as  specified  by  State  law  was  required,  and 
a copy  of  the  policy  was  to  be  filed  with  the  DLCA  Director.  The  City 
of  Seattle  was  to  be  indemnified  and  named  as  an  additional  insured. 
Taxicabs  and  required  taximeters  were  to  be  inspected  by  the  Director  of 
Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  (meters  at  least  once  a year  and  vehicles 
"from  time  to  time,"  after  the  initial  inspections).  The  standard  rate 
of  fare  was  to  be  conspicuously  displayed  on  a card  inside  the  passenger 
compartment . 


The  taxi  case  study  reports  present  both  the  flag  drop  charge  including 
the  first  mileage  increment  and  the  "fixed  charge"  (drop  charge  excluding 
mileage)  to  facilitate  comparisons  between  rates.  In  this  case  1/7  mile 
cost  $0.10,  so  the  fixed  charge  was  $0.80. 

The  scrip  program  began  in  1973.  Originally  scrip  was  sold  and  redeemed 
by  the  Seattle  Department  of  Community  Development  through  the  City 
Treasurer;  the  20  percent  discount  on  taxi  fares  was  absorbed  by  the  taxi 
operators.  The  program  was  expanded  with  UMTA  financial  support  in  1978 
to  a 40  percent  and  in  1980  to  a 60  percent  discount  under  METRO'S  admini- 
stration . 
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Operators  were  required  to  keep  an  accurate  daily  trip  sheet 
for  each  shift  the  vehicle  was  operated,  and  to  maintain  these  trip 
sheets  on  file  for  a period  of  five  years.  These  files  were  to  be  open 
for  inspection  at  all  times  by  the  DLCA  Director.  The  trip  sheets  were 
to  include:  the  driver's  name  and  license  number,  the  company  name  and 

vehicle  number,  the  date,  time  and  place  or  origin  and  of  dismissal  of 
each  trip,  the  fare  paid,  number  of  passengers  paying,  and  any  other 
items  for  which  a charge  is  made,  the  time  of  beginning  and  end  of  each 
shift  and  the  mileage  reading  of  the  vehicle  at  the  beginning  and  end  of 
each  shift. 

Drivers  were  to  issue  a receipt  on  request  of  the  passenger. 

It  was  unlawful  for  a driver  to  refuse  service  to  any  passenger  "of 
proper  deportment."  Acceptance  of  additional  passenger  was  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  first.  Incidental  passenger  luggage  was  to  be 
carried  free  of  charge.  Nothing  in  the  ordinance  was  to  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  permit  holder  from  leasing  the  taxi  vehicle  for  operation  by 
another  person. 

9 

In  addition,  the  DLCA  Director  had  the  power  to  adopt,  subject 
to  City  Council  approval,  and  to  enforce,  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
were  not  inconsistent  with  the  ordinance  or  which  were  necessary  for  its 
enforcement,  and  was  to  keep  a copy  of  such  current  rules  and  regula- 
tions (see  Appendix  B.4)  on  file  and  available  for  public  examination  in 
the  City  Comptroller's  Office.  The  old  rules  (effective  June  1,  1965) 
specified  the  conditions  under  which  taxi  vehicles  could  be  deemed 
obsolete,  posting  of  the  cab  identification  card,  meter  seals,  minimum 
vehicle  safety  requirements,  proper  condition  of  equipment  and  informa- 
tion to  be  recorded  on  trip  sheets.* 


Early  in  1979,  following  non-renewal  of  some  48  taxi  licenses,  the  City 
promulgated  Rule  R-2-59866  (February  28,  1979)  providing  for  redistribu- 
tion of  these  licenses  to  qualified  applicants  by  lottery.  Regulatory 
changes  providing  for  open  entry  were  adopted  before  the  redistribution 
was  under  way,  however.  See  Section  4.1. 
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Violation  or  failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
ordinance  was  deemed  a misdemeanor  punishable  by  fine  (not  to  exceed 
$300)  or  imprisonment  (not  to  exceed  90  days)  or  both. 

3. 2. 1.4  Administrative  Procedures 

Since  entry  was  limited  to  a fixed  numerical  limit,  the  most 
common  way  for  a new  operator  to  come  into  the  Seattle  taxi  industry  was 
to  buy  the  license  of  another  operator.  The  purchase  usually  included 
the  vehicle,  meter,  radio,  and  whatwever  other  equipment  was  involved  as 
well  as  the  trade  name  of  the  previous  operator.  Permit  sales  origi- 
nally required  Council  approval;  the  authority  to  approve  sales  was 
transferred  to  the  Comptroller  and  then  to  the  DLCA  Director  in  1974. 

The  parties  were  not  required  to  reveal  the  sales  price  of  the  license. 

The  DLCA's  Weights  and  Measures  Section  was  responsible  for 
vehicle  safety  and  meter  inspections,  which  took  place  at  its  downtown 
test  station. 

Prior  to  1978,  the  DLCA  reportedly  did  not  vigorously  enforce 
the  minimum  operating  requirement.  Enforcement  of  the  City's  Business  and 
Occupation  Tax  revenue  reporting  requirements  was  also  somewhat  casual, 
largely  because  of  the  difficulty  of  reconstructing  the  necessary 
financial  information  form  drivers'  trip  sheets  and  because  the  product 
of  such  efforts  was  predictably  small.  (The  annual  tax  was  0.165%  of 
business  revenue.) 

3.2.2  King  County 

King  County  adopted  a revised  taxicab  ordinance  at  the  same 
time  as  the  City  of  Seattle's  regulatory  changes.  The  following 
paragraphs  briefly  summarize  the  previous  County  regulations  governing 
taxicab  operations  for  purposes  of  comparison.  See  Appendix  F for 
a copy  of  the  County  Ordinance. 
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3.2.2. 1 Entry  Controls 


It  was  unlawful  to  own  or  operate  a taxicab  in  the  County 
without  a license  for  each  vehicle  from  the  Director  of  the  King 
County  Public  Safety  Department  (PSD) . The  license  application  was  to 
provide  the  following  information: 

the  true  name  and  address  of  the  applicant  or  of  the 
principal  officers  and  shareholders  of  a corporation,  the 
classification  under  which  the  vehicle  will  be  operated 
(taxicab  or  other  vehicle  for  hire) , the  year  for  which  the 
license  is  sought,  full,  true  and  accurate  information  con- 
cerning the  ownership,  identification,  company  vehicle  number, 
the  name  of  the  business,  fictitious  or  otherwise  under  which 
the  vehicle  is  to  be  operated,  the  distinguishing  color  scheme, 
design  or  dress,  including  any  monogram  or  insignia  to  be 
used,  the  number  of  miles  per  day  and  days  of  operation  for 
any  or  all  vehicles  operated  by  the  applicant  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  whether  the  applicant  had  been  convicted  of  any 
violation  within  ten  years  preceding  the  date  of  application 
related  to  the  sale  or  possession  of  intoxicating  liquor, 
gambling  or  any  law  or  ordinance  relating  to  public  morality 
and  decency,  or  any  law  or  ordinance  involving  an  intent 
to  defraud,  or  relating  to  the  use,  sale  or  possession  of 
narcotics,  or  any  other  information  the  director  may  require. 

The  director  was  to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  the 
information  furnished  and  to  ascertain  that  the  applicant  met  the 
various  requirements  of  the  ordinance,  including  that  the  designated 
name  and  color  scheme  for  the  taxi  vehicle  did  not  conflict  with  others 
so  used  or  tend  to  deceive  the  public,  and  that  the  vehicle  was  properly 
licensed  and  insured.  Award  of  a license  also  required  proof  that  there 
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was  "a  bona  fide  need  for  taxicab ...  service  in  the  unincorporated  area 
of  King  County."^  That  is,  a public  convenience  and  necessity  certi- 
fication was  required  for  entry.  Taxicab  license  fees  were  $60  per 
vehicle . 


Like  the  City  Code  after  the  1977  interim  changes,  the  County 
ordinance  provided  that  holders  of  a valid  City  of  Seattle  taxicab 
license  could  obtain  a reciprocal  license  to  operate  the  same  taxicab 
in  the  County  for  an  additional  fee  of  $25. 

License  transfers  were  subject  to  the  PSD  Director’s  approval 
and  only  permitted  in  cases  where  the  vehicle  was  sold  or  became 
obsolete,  unsafe  or  unfit  for  use.  A minimum  operating  requirement 
of  10  miles  per  day  for  230  days  per  year  during  the  preceding  year 
needed  to  be  met  for  license  renewals. 

3. 2.2.2  Rate  Regulations 


The  previous  County  ordinance  specified  a standard  rate  of 
fare  set  "to  facilitate  cooperation"  to  be  "temporarily  the  same  as  that 
set  by  the  City  of  Seattle"  as  follows:  $0.90  drop  and  first  1/7  mile 

(or  $0.80  fixed  charge)  plus  $0.70  per  mile  and  $7.20  per  hour  waiting. 
Rates  pursuant  to  a written  contract  were  allowed  to  differ  from  the 
standard  rate.  The  contract  period  was  not  to  exceed  one  year;  a copy 
of  the  contract  was  required  to  be  filed  with  the  director  of  licenses. 

3. 2. 2. 3 Other  Regulations 


The  previous  County  ordinance  defined  a taxicab  as  a vehicle 
seating  6 passengers  or  fewer  and  not  operated  exclusively  over  a fixed 
route,  and  a taximeter  as  an  instrument  or  device  by  which  the  charge  is 
mechanically  measured  or  calculated  and  displayed  for  the  distance 
travelled  or  for  waiting  time  or  both. 


^See  Ordinance  No.  4232,  Section  2(b). 
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3. 2. 2. 4 Administrative  Procedures 


The  County's  Business  Licenses  Section  was  responsible  for 
vehicle  safety  inspections.  The  County  accepted  the  City's  more 
rigorous  inspection  in  lieu  of  its  own,  and  as  a result  the  County's 
program  was  smaller  than  the  City's.  (The  City  did  not  accept  the 
County's  inspection  as  sufficient  to  meet  its  requirements,  however.) 
The  County  had  three  test  stations  set  up  in  various  locations. 

3.2.3  Port  of  Seattle 


The  Port  of  Seattle's  Operations  Office  has  responsibility  for 
supervising  airport  taxi  operations,  including  licensing  and  dispatching 
through  an  innovative  telephone  and  closed-circuit  television  system  put 
into  operation  in  1979.  Between  1971  and  1977,  the  Port  had  regulated 
taxi  operations  by  means  of  an  exclusive  franchise  contract  with  a 
single  operator.  The  contract  was  let  on  a competitive  bid  basis.  When 
the  contract  expired,  the  Port  opened  the  airport  to  operators  holding 
a County  license.  Thus,  the  airport  was  opened  to  regular  County- 
licensed  operators  and  to  City-licensed  operators  holding  reciprocal 
licenses  from  the  County. 

The  Port's  Operations  Office  assessed  an  annual  fee  of  $50 
for  individual  taxicabs  to  pick  up  at  the  airport.  The  Office  also 
enforced  pick-up  rights  by  prohibiting  unlicensed  operators  and  super- 
vising operation  of  the  four  single-vehicle  cabstands  in  the  deplaning 
area  to  minimize  problems  from  queue- jumping  and  gypsy  cabs.  The  Port 
also  accepted  and  investigated  passenger  complaints  of  short-haul 
refusals  and  other  difficulties. 

3.2.4  Coordination  Between  Jurisdictions 


Before  regulatory  revision  a variety  of  interjurisdictional 
arrangements  for  taxi  regulation  existed  within  King  County.  The 
municipalties  of  Bellevue  and  Kirkland  contracted  directly  with  the 
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County  to  provide  taxi  regulation.  Several  other  smaller  municipalities 
had  no  formal  relation  with  the  County,  but  took  advantage  of  its 
regulatory  function  by  informally  requiring  operators  to  possess  a 
County  license  before  issuing  them  a permit  to  operate  in  their  juris- 
diction. Prior  to  1977,  the  City  of  Seattle  Code  included  provisions  for 
licensing  County- licensed  taxi  operators  who  had  operated  in  an  annexa- 
tion area  for  at  least  two  years  prior  to  its  incorporation  by  the  City. 
The  1977  interim  legislation  provided  for  reciprocal  City  and  County 
taxi  licensing  whereby  any  operator  having  a license  in  either  of  the 
two  jurisdictions  (the  first  license  in  either  jurisdiction  cost  $100) 
could  obtain  a license  in  the  other  for  an  additional  $25. 

The  County  had  traditionally  adopted  the  same  standard  rate  as 
that  established  by  the  City.  This  practice  includes  the  temporary 
increase  adopted  by  the  City  in  1976  and  subsequently  extended  through 
the  1979  code  changes.  The  County  also  accepted  the  City's  more  rigo- 
rous vehicle  safety  inspection  in  lieu  of  its  own. 

The  Port  of  Seattle  had  regulated  airport  taxi  operations  by 
means  of  an  exclusive  franchise  to  a single  operator  between  1971  and 
1977.  When  the  exclusive  contract  expired  in  1977,  and  largely  through 
the  efforts  of  the  City's  pro-revisions  Councilors,  the  Port  opened  the 
airport  to  County- licensed  operators  including  City  operators  with 
County  reciprocal  licenses,  even  though  the  loss  of  the  contract  meant  a 
loss  of  revenue  from  taxi  operations  to  the  Port.  (In  partial  compensa- 
tion the  Port's  taxi  licensing  fee  was  increased  to  $100  annually.)  The 
open  airport  arrangement  produced  an  estimated  one- fourth  of  the  revenue 
derived  from  the  exclusive  franchise,  and  also  resulted  in  more  cabs  and 
increased  enforcement  needs  at  the  airport.  Its  acceptance  by  the  Port 
indicates  the  generally  good  relationship  among  the  Port,  the  City  of 
Seattle  and  King  County. 
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3.3 


Industry  Structure  Prior  to  Regulatory  Revision 


The  following  paragraphs  describe  the  size  and  structure  of  the 
Seattle  taxi  industry  prior  to  regulatory  revision.  This  includes  the 
number,  organizational  affiliation  and  license  category  of  licenses 
issued  during  the  1978-79  license  year.  Insofar  as  possible  from 
available  sources,  the  information  is  presented  by  jurisdiction  for  the 
three  major  spheres  of  taxi  regulatory  authority:  the  City  of  Seattle, 

King  County,  and  the  Port  of  Seattle. 

3.3.1  Sizes  and  Types  of  Taxi  Operators  by  Jurisdiction 

Insufficient  compiled  and  comparable  data  was  available  from 
the  three  separate  jurisdictions  to  describe  the  numbers  and  organiza- 
tional types  of  taxi  operators  licensed  for  identical  pre-revisions  time 
period.  Data  on  City  of  Seattle  licenses  for  the  1978-79  license  year, 
on  County  licenses  as  of  July  1979,  and  on  airport- licensed  operators 
as  of  December  1979  serve  to  approximate  this  baseline  fairly  accurately, 
however. 

3. 3. 1.1  City  of  Seattle 

Prior  to  regulatory  revision,  Seattle  had  240  regularly  licensed 
taxicabs  for  the  1978-79  license  year.  In  addition  to  these  were  68 
licenses  involved  in  litigation  following  their  revocation  by  the  City 
for  failing  to  meet  the  minimum  operating  requirement.  The  City's 
action  was  appealed  by  the  operators;  these  taxicabs  were  allowed  to 
continue  operating  without  a license  pending  the  outcome  of  the  appeal, 
however.  Also  in  addition  were  92  licenses  issued  to  King  County 
operators  under  the  reciprocal  licensing  agreement.  Totalling  the  240 
plus  68  contested  licenses  and  the  92  King  County  reciprocal  licenses 
yields  400  taxicabs  operating  in  the  City  prior  to  the  regulatory 
changes.  There  were  also  29  standby  licenses  issued  without  fee  which 
were  not  intended  for  regular  use. 


31 


DLCA  staff  caution  that  these  numbers  tend  to  overestimate 
the  actual  supply  of  Seattle  taxicabs,  however.  They  maintain  that 
many  of  the  licensed  vehicles  were  under-utilized.  The  68  contested 
licenses  were  pulled  for  the  operators'  failure  to  meet  the  minimum 
service  requirement.  Also,  many  of  the  King  County  reciprocal  licenses 
may  have  been  obtained  more  as  insurance  against  deadhead  trips  back 
to  the  County  than  for  primarily  City-oriented  operations.  Some  50 
additional  City  licenses  could  have  been  re-issued  for  1978-79  under  the 
established  ceiling,  but  these  had  not  been  renewed  by  the  license- 
holders.  The  400  regular,  contested  and  King  County  reciprocal  licenses 
represented  0.75  licenses  per  1,000  population. 

Table  3.1  shows  the  distribution  of  Seattle  licenses  by  license 
category  and  major  operator  prior  to  regulatory  revisions.  Of  the  regular 
and  disputed  licenses,  the  majority  (over  80%)  were  held  by  three  large 
companies:  Farwest  held  111,  Yellow  had  79,  and  Graytop  held  58.  Gray- 
top  and  Yellow  also  held  the  bulk  of  the  unrenewed  licenses. 

Table  3.1 

CITY  OF  SEATTLE  TAXI  LICENSES  BY  MAJOR  OPERATOR  AND  LICENSE  CATEGORY 
PRIOR  TO  REGULATORY  REVISION 


King  County 


Company 

Regular  City 
Licenses 

Under 

Appeal 

Standby 

Licenses 

Reciprocal 

Licenses 

Not 

Renewed 

Farwest 

110 

1 

21 

29 

3 

Graytop 

50 

8 

2 

3 

20 

Yellow 

33 

46 

5 

12 

25 

Others 

47 

13 

1 

48 

Total 

240 

68 

29 

92 

50 
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The  Major  Service  Companies.  The  organization  of  the  Seattle 
taxi  industry  is  unusual  in  that  the  major  operators  are  not  traditional 
fleet-type  operators  but  service  companies  of  member-owners.  There 
are  three  such  organizations:  Farwest,  Graytop  and  Yellow  (Seattle 

Taxi  and  Transportation  Company,  Inc.). 

As  of  late  1979,  Farwest  was  made  up  of  about  86  individuals 
owning  one  or  more  vehicles  and  paying  set  fees  to  Seattle  Farwest 
Service  Corporation  to  cover  vehicle  insurance,  accounting,  dispatching, 
and  general/administrative  costs.  Each  owner  held  stock  in  the  service 
corporation.  Initiation  fees  were  $1,500  for  a new  member,  and  $500  per 
vehicle  for  an  existing  member  to  add  new  vehicles. 

Graytop  was  a cooperative  association  of  thirty  individuals 
owning  between  one  to  five  vehicles  each.  Members  each  owned  shares  in 
the  service  company  in  proportion  to  their  number  of  cabs.  One  vehicle 
was  owned  by  the  service  corporation.  Initiation  fees  of  $3000/cab 
could  be  paid  as  a lump  sum  or  over  a period  of  time.  Financing  could 
also  be  arranged  at  12  percent  interest  for  a term  of  slightly  over  2- 
1/2  years  (about  $25/week) . The  Board  of  Directors  managing  the 
association  was  elected  by  the  owners  on  a one-vote-per-member  basis; 
that  is,  members  owning  several  cabs  still  have  only  one  vote.  Member 
cabs  were  driven  by  owners  and  leased  to  other  drivers.  Graytop  provided 
a company  garage  but  no  gasoline  services. 

Yellow  Cab  traditionally  was  a fleet-owned  operation.  Since 
Yellow's  reorganization  as  a service  company  in  1978,  the  owners  have 
sold  cabs  to  independent  owners  and  operate  more  on  the  Farwest  model. 

A large  number  of  member  cabs  were  still  held  by  a closely-controlled 
corporation,  Seattle  Taxicab  and  Transportation  Company,  Inc.,  at  the 
close  of  1979.  Yellow  also  included  other  affiliated  cabs  dispatched 
together  but  operating  under  different  trade  names,  such  as  Checker, 

Blue  Top,  White  Top,  Luxor,  and  Scotty's  cabs. 
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Sea-Tac  Cab  Company,  incorporating  Airport  Taxi,  is  a rela- 
tively large  fleet-type  operation  which  focuses  chiefly  on  the  airport 
market.  Airport  Taxi  held  27  licenses  prior  to  regulatory  revision; 
they  were  all  County  reciprocal  licenses. 

Other  Seattle  Taxi  Operations.  The  remaining  Seattle  taxi- 
cabs were  generally  fleet-owned  operations  of  less  than  ten  cabs 
driven  by  lease  drivers,  in  the  case  of  the  multi-certificated  companies, 
or  single  unaffiliated  cabs.  Unaffiliated  cab  owners  may  drive  their 
cab  for  one  shift  and  hire  a driver  or  lease  their  cab  during  a shift 
that  they  choose  for  the  others,  or  they  may  hire  and/or  lease  out  both 
shifts.  A major  factor  in  the  organization  of  cab  companies  in  Seattle 
is  that  insurance  has  been  more  expensive  for  fleet  owners  than  for 
owner-drivers. 

Special  note  should  be  taken  of  the  fragmentation  within  the 
Seattle  taxi  industry  because  of  its  structure.  The  three  largest 
companies  are  co-operative-type  associations  of  owner-operators  who 
often  lease  their  vehicles  to  other  drivers  as  quasi- independent 
businessmen.  These  associations  do  not  own  their  member  vehicles. 

Graytop  is  a true  co-op,  while  Yellow  and  Farwest  are  service  companies 
which  supply  radio  dispatching,  fuel,  insurance,  repairs,  and  other 
services  to  their  owner-operator  members.  In  addition  to  the  associa- 
tions are  the  unaffiliated  independent  operators  who  are  not  radio- 
dispatched  and  who  therefore  concentrate  on  the  street  hail  and  airport 
business. 


While  all  three  associations  have  been  in  business  for  many 
years,  they  have  had  continually  changing  rosters  of  member  owners  and 
officials.  From  time  to  time,  individual  owners  or  groups  of  owners 
within  the  associations  have  bought  up  the  licenses  of  other  owners  in 
an  attempt  to  achieve  control  over  the  association.  These  purchases 
have  occasionally  led  to  a concentration  of  cabs  in  the  hands  of  a few 
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individuals  or  a few  small  corporations  within  the  associations.  Prior 
to  regulatory  revision,  the  licenses  of  Yellow  and  Graytop  owners  were 
held  jointly  with  the  service  company.  Thus  minority  owners  in  Yellow 
or  Graytop  could  find  themselves  confronted  with  the  choice  of  selling 
out  or,  in  effect,  becoming  employees  of  the  majority  owner (s).  Because 
they  purchased  gasoline,  repairs  and  dispatching  from  the  general 
manager  of  the  association,  minority  owners  within  these  companies  were 
essentially  in  the  position  of  leasee  drivers  to  the  association. 

In  contrast,  the  licenses  in  Farwest  were  held  solely  by  the 
individual  owner-members  even  prior  to  regulatory  revision.  The  general 
manager  at  Farwest  was  not  an  owner  or  a driver  but  a manager  who  ran 
the  organization  according  to  the  members'  direction  by  vote.  Finally, 
while  Yellow  and  Graytop  have  traditionally  been  City-licensed  companies, 
Farwest  also  holds  a number  of  County  licenses. 

As  a result  of  these  varying  ownership  practices,  relations 
between  association  members  have  been  occasionally  acrimonious.  These 
conditions  have  also  tended  to  divide  the  industry  and  prevent  its 
unification  around  major  issues. 

Taxi  Owners'  Association.  In  addition  to  the  co-op  and 
service  companies  there  is  also  a membership  organization  of  taxi 
owners.  Organized  in  late  1977  to  counter  the  City's  steps  toward 
regulatory  revision,  the  Washington  Taxi  Association  was  formulated  as 
an  interest  and  lobbying  group.  Its  activities  have  included  commission 
of  a private  consultant  study  of  the  City's  regulatory  proposals  and 
economic  assessment  methodologies,  employment  of  an  official  industry 
lobbyist/  representative,  and  a formal  petition  to  the  Washington 
Utilties  and  Transportation  Commission  to  assume  responsibilities  for 
taxi  regulation  in  Seattle.  See  also  Section  4.1  for  further  discussion 
of  this  group's  orientation  and  activities. 
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3. 3. 1.2  King  County 


City  taxis  have  traditionally  outnumbered  County  taxis  by  a 
ratio  of  over  5 to  1.  The  County’s  74  outstanding  licenses  as  of 
February  1977  when  the  reciprocal  agreement  was  adopted  with  the  City 
were  substantially  under  the  160-license  ceiline  which  would  have  been 
permitted  according  to  the  previous  population  ratio.  The  County's  372 
licenses  including  City  reciprocal  licenses  as  of  mid-1979  represents  a 
ratio  of  .31  licenses  per  1000  County  residents.  As  in  the  City,  County 
taxi  operations  have  been  dominated  by  the  three  large  service  companies. 

3. 3. 1.3  Port  of  Seattle 

Data  on  airport- licensed  taxis  was  available  as  of  December 
1979.  The  174  total  licenses  shows  the  same  general  dominance  of  the 
three  major  service  companies  which  existed  in  the  City  and  the  County. 

But  whereas  nearly  all  County- licensed  single  cab  and  small  multi- 
certificated  firms  obtained  airport  permits  for  their  cabs,  the  majors 
obtained  fewer  than  half  as  many  airport  permits  as  they  had  eligible 
County-licensed  cabs.  Yellow  had  the  largest  percentage  of  its  cabs 
licensed  to  operate  at  the  airport  (54%),  while  Farwest  and  Graytop  had 
much  smaller  percentages  of  airport-licensed  taxicabs  (28%  and  31%  res- 
pecitvely) . With  the  single  exception  of  Airport  Taxi  (now  consolidated 
with  Sea-Tac  Cab  Company) , the  mid-sized  companies  obtained  airport 
permits  for  all  of  their  cabs. 

Table  3.2  shows  the  numbers  of  licenses  held  by  different 
operators  or  associations  within  these  three  jurisdictions. 

3.3.2  Service  Types  and  Geographic  Specialization 

The  types  of  taxi  services  provided  by  Seattle  operators  prior 
to  regulatory  revision  were  dependent  upon  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
revisions ordinance  as  well  as  upon  local  operators'  marketing  strategies. 
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Table  3.2 

TAXI  LICENSES  BY  ASSOCIATION  AND  JURISDICTION  PRIOR  TO  OR  EARLY  AFTER 
REGULATORY  REVISION 


Number  of  Licenses  by  Jurisdiction 


Association/Operator  Name  City 

£ 

of  Seattle 

King  County*5 

Sea-Tac  Airport 

Farwest 

(Seattle  Farwest  Service  Corp.) 

140 

116 

32 

Yellowd 

(Seattle  Taxicab  and  Transportation 
Company,  Inc.) 

91 

79 

43 

Graytop 

(Graytop  Service  Inc.) 

61 

61 

19 

. f 

Airport  Taxi 

27 

27 

-- 

f 

Sea-Tac 

12 

9 

9 

Plaza 

8 

7 

9 

Pioneer 

7 

7 

-- 

International 

5 

5 

-- 

Multi-Certificated  Firms  With  2-4 
Cabs  Apiece 

32 

25 

24 

Single-Cab  Firms 

17 

36 

33 

TOTALS 

400 

372 

174 

City  of  Seattle  taxi  licenses  for  1978-79  license  year.  Does  NOT  include 
standby  or  nonrenewed  licenses  but  does  include  County-reciprocal  and 
contested  licenses. 

King  County  Licenses  as  of  July  1979,  including  City-reciprocal  licenses. 

c 

Port  of  Seattle  airport  taxi  permits  as  of  December  1979. 

^Includes  Checker,  White  Top,  Luxor,  Scotty's  Cabs,  and  Blue  Top. 

6 

Includes  Roy's  North  End  Cabs  (8  cabs), 
f 

Have  the  same  principal  owner. 
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The  extent  of  geographic  specialization  was  largely  determined  by  whether 
or  not  a taxi  company  had  two-way  radio  dispatch  capability  or  not.  These 
industry  characteristics  are  described  in  turn  below. 


3.3.2.1  Service  Types 

Seattle  operators  have  traditionally  tended  to  concentrate  on 
the  conventional  taxi  market,  or  exclusive  ride  service.  Seattle  nonetheless 
provided  some  opportunities  for  operators  to  specialize  within  this  conventional 
framework.  Operators  interviewed  in  1978,  for  example,  reported  specialties 
in  the  local  "bar  business,"  downtown  business  travelers  and  shoppers  and 
the  airport.  The  bar  business  entrepreneur  reported  that  he  had  paid  a 
number  of  bars  and  restaurants  to  install  direct  telephone  lines  to  his 
dispatcher. 


Shared-Ride  Taxi  Service.  Although  several  Seattle  user  groups 
were  interested  in  developing  shared-ride  taxi  services,  there  had  been 
little  operator  interest.  Seattle  Commuter  Pool  (SCP),  the  regional  ride- 
sharing agency,  had  attempted  to  sponsor  taxipools  to  and  from  the  First 
Hill  Hospital  and  between  the  Puget  Sound  Ferry  docks  to  jobs  in  the  central 
business  district.  Prior  to  February  2,  1977,  however,  discounts  off  the 
meter  rate  or  special  contracts  were  prohibited  by  the  Seattle  ordinance. 
Shared-riding  could  take  place  with  the  consent  of  the  first  passenger,  but 
there  was  no  convenient  (or  particularly  attractive)  means  of  computing 
each  passenger's  fare  separately. 

METRO  was  also  interested  in  shared-ride  taxi  service  as  a 
way  to  reduce  costs  on  a number  of  low  volume  transit  routes.  METRO 
opened  several  such  routes  to  bid  by  private  contractors,  including 


By  Jim  Womack.  See  "Opportunities  and  Options  for  Taxi  Regulatory 
Reform,"  DOT-OS-5024Q,  April  1978. 
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taxi  operators,  but  only  received  one  taxi  operator  reply.  In  this  case 
the  problem  was  clearly  one  of  lack  of  operator  interest  since  all  of 
the  METRO  routes  in  question  were  in  the  County  where  contracting  was 
already  permitted.  City  legalization  of  contracting  in  February  1977 
paved  the  way  for  additional  shared-ride-type  taxi  services. 

Elderly  and  Handicapped  Services.  Three  taxi-based  elderly 
and  handicapped  (E$H)  service  programs  were  already  under  way  prior  to 
regulatory  revision:  "Transaid  Group  Ride"  operated  by  the  Seattle 

Department  of  Human  Resources  under  contract  to  Graytop  Cabs  to  trans- 
port elderly  clients  to  nutrition  centers  on  a pre-scheduled  basis  for 
four  or  five  passengers  at  a time;  and  "Transaid  Individual  Service" 
which  provided  taxi  service  to  the  elderly  for  medical,  social  service 
and  shopping  trips.  In  addition,  there  was  the  E $ H scrip  program 
initiated  in  1973  as  a 20  percent  discount  on  taxi  fares  in  lieu  of 
special  services  vans  operated  by  the  City,  and  expanded  in  1979  to  a 
40  percent  discount  subsidized  with  UMTA  funds  and  administered  by 
METRO.1 


Graytop  Cab  had  traditionally  taken  the  lead  in  offering 
service  to  elderly  passengers.  Driver  turnover  in  this  service  company 
has  traditionally  been  low,  permitting  many  drivers  to  develop  "personal" 
and  "repeater"  calls  from  elderly  patrons.  Graytop  would  put  personal 
calls  out  to  drivers  over  the  radio  in  the  belief  that  this  repeat 
business  was  a valuable  market.  Neither  Yellow  nor  Farwest  followed 
this  practice,  evidently  out  of  concern  that  personals  would  give  rise 
to  favoritism  and  increase  dispatcher  workloads.  Farwest,  however, 
reportedly  would  give  drivers  the  client’s  phone  number  to  permit 
drivers  to  arrange  their  own  personals. 


1 


The  discount  was  extended  to  60  percent  as  of  June  1,  1980. 
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Package  Delivery.  Legalization  of  contracting  also  made 
it  possible  for  Seattle  operators  to  engage  in  package  delivery  service. 
These  services  required  a permit  from  the  Washington  Utilities  and 
Transportation  Commission  (WUTC) , even  for  intracity  trips.  Farwest 
and  Yellow  have  both  engaged  in  a significant  amount  of  package 
delivery.  A Farwest  spokesperson  estimated  that  package  delivery 
produced  about  40  percent  of  the  company's  total  revenue  in  1978, 
while  a Yellow  spokesperson  estimated  their  package  delivery  services 
brought  in  about  25  percent  of  their  total  revenues.  These  services 
are  concentrated  in  the  downtown  area  and  around  the  medical  facilities 
on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  downtown.  Typical  commodities  delivered 
included  perishable  items  such  as  blood  samples  and  other  medical 
specimens . 

3. 3. 2. 2 Geographic  Concentration 

Not  surprizingly,  the  large,  radio-dispatched  services 
companies  provide  service  within  a larger  geographic  area  than  the 
unaffiliated,  non-radio-dispatched  independents.  The  former  operators 
have  generally  provided  citywide  service,  while  the  latter  have  tended 
to  rely  primarily  on  the  downtown  cabstands  and  the  airport. 

All  of  the  majors  have  served  the  downtown  area  and  the  airport. 
Farwest  generally  has  provided  more  service  to  the  West  and  South  Seattle 
areas  than  other  operators;  Yellow  has  focussed  on  the  University 
District;  Graytop  predominated  in  the  North  End  area  of  the  City. 

Airport  Taxi  aqd  Sea-Tac  Cab  plied  the  airport  trade.  To  some  extent, 
too,  geographic  specialization  has  been  a product  of  independent 
owner-operator  or  leasee-driver  choice,  either  by  dint  of  familiarity 
or  perceived  profitability. 

Some  areas  have  reportedly  received  less  taxi  service  than 
others.  West  Seattle  and  the  unincorporated  areas  are  relatively  low- 
density  and  have  received  relatively  poor  service  because,  operators 
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maintain,  trips  to  these  areas  often  necessitate  considerable  deadhead 
mileage  back  to  the  City.  Madrona,  a predominantly  black  residential 
area  east  of  downtown  Seattle,  was  frequently  under-served,  especially 
at  night,  because  of  its  reported  high  crime  rate.  The  Capitol  Hill 
neighborhood  slightly  east  of  downtown  has  also  been  scanted  because, 
drivers  assert,  the  elderly  residents  of  this  area  make  only  short,  low- 
revenue  trips. 

It  should  be  noted  that  jurisdictional  licensing  does  not 
guarantee  exclusive  pick-up  rights.  Many  cab  companies  hold  different 
permits  for  different  cabs.  While  a jurisdiction's  law  may  require 
every  cab  excercising  pick-up  rights  within  its  boundaries  to  possess 
its  permit,  it  is  difficult  in  practice  to  tell  whether  any  particular 
"XYZ"  cab  has  the  proper  license  or  not  when  different  "XYZ"  cabs  are 
licensed  in  different  jurisdictions.  The  potential  for  taxi  operators 
to  abuse  their  multi- jurisdictional  capability  in  this  way  has  caused 
problems  at  the  airport,  when  unlicensed  taxis  dropping  off  passengers 
attempt  to  avoid  the  deadhead  trip  back  to  their  own  jurisdiction. 

3.3.3  Changes  in  Industry  Size  and  Structure  Over  Time 

The  taxi  industry  in  Seattle  has  undergone  a few  major  cycles 
of  change.  About  250  taxicabs  operating  in  1930  when  entry  controls 
were  enacted  were  grandfathered  in  under  a waiver  of  the  numerical 
limitation  on  total  permits  by  population  ratio.  Two  additional  groups 
of  taxi  licenses  were  issued  at  two  specific  points  in  time:  in  1962, 

the  City  issued  45  temporary  licenses  in  anticipation  of  service  needs 
during  the  Seattle  World's  Fair;  from  1966  to  1968,  the  City  issued  57 
additional  licenses  on  the  basis  of  the  operators'  demonstration  of  the 
public  convenience  and  necessity  for  the  added  service.  These  were  the 
first  permanent  licenses  issued  since  the  1930's.  It  should  be  noted 
that,  according  to  these  figures,  the  outstanding  licenses  exceeded  the 
population  based  ceiling,  chiefly  owing  to  the  "grandfathering  in"  of 
the  taxicabs  operating  prior  to  establishment  of  the  license  ceiling. 
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After  the  reciprocal  licensing  agreement  with  the  County  was 
adopted  in  1977,  the  City  issued  a large  group  of  County  reciprocal 
licenses  to  County- licensed  operators.  There  were  92  such  licenses 
issued  for  the  1978-79  license  year. 

Yellow  Cab  was  one  of  the  earliest  companies  in  Seattle, 
dating  back  to  the  turn  of  the  twentieth  century.  Before  1955  it  was  a 
fleet-owned,  employee-driven  operation.  From  1955  to  1977,  it  was 
organized  as  a cooperative.  Yellow  Cab  went  into  receivership  in  1977. 

It  was  reorganized  in  1978  as  a service  company  owned  by  one  individual 
to  provide  dispatching,  accounting,  and  other  services  to  member  operators. 
Yellow  was  at  its  largest  in  the  late  1940s  and  early  1950's  when  it  had 
about  165  cabs.  By  1969,  there  were  only  120  Yellow  cabs.  During  the 
Boeing  recession  of  the  early  1970s,  the  association  dropped  to  50 
member  cabs  but  subsequently  increased  its  fleet  to  81  cabs  before  its 
1977  hiatus.  Yellow  held  the  largest  shares  of  the  licenses  recalled 
by  the  City  for  failure  to  meet  the  minimum  service  requirement  and  of 
the  licenses  which  were  not  renewed  prior  to  regulatory  revision 
(see  Table  3.1). 

Farwest  Cab  was  organized  in  1934  by  a small  group  of  indepen- 
dents who  wanted  to  compete  with  Yellow  Cab.  The  association  grew  and 
developed  over  the  years  from  20  to  111  cabs  (plus  about  30  cabs  in 
a loosely-related  organization,  Farwest  of  King  County) . This  growth 
resulted  from  the  merger  of  Farwest  with  several  smaller  companies  over 
the  years.  Farwest  had  around  100  cabs  in  1960  and  about  120  by  1970. 

Like  Yellow  Cab,  Farwest  diminished  somewhat  as  a result  of  the  early 
1970s  recession,  but  had  returned  to  about  the  same  size  it  was  a decade 
ago  prior  to  the  recent  regulatory  changes. 

The  Graytop  association  dates  back  over  a quarter  century,  and 
had  about  50  vehicles  operating  in  the  early  1950 's.  It  had  grown  to 
about  95  cabs  in  1970, 1 but  also  lost  a large  number  during  the  Boeing 


^Graytop  received  20  new  permits  in  the  group  issued  in  1966/68. 


42 


recession,  and  others  due  to  the  City’s  1978  recall  of  licenses  under 
enforcement  of  its  minimum  operating  requirement.  Graytop  also  held  a 
large  number  of  the  licenses  which  were  not  renewed  prior  to  regula- 
tory revision  (see  Table  3.1).  Prior  to  the  regulatory  changes,  about 
60  member  vehicles  belonged  to  the  association. 

3.3.4  Incidence  and  Value  of  License  Transfers  Over  Time 

As  reported,  membership  rosters  (that  is,  ownership)  within 

the  service  companies  was  dynamic  throughout  their  history.  Although 

the  City  maintained  that  taxi  licenses  had  no  value  beyond  the  annual 

license  fees,  closed  entry  meant  that  taxi  licenses  accrued  considerable 

dollar  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  buyers  and  sellers.  The  City  did  not 

require  these  parties  to  report  the  sales  price  when  it  approved  license 

transfers,  but  estimates  have  varied  from  $2,000  to  $10,000.*  The  range 

was  wide  because  the  license,  the  vehicle,  the  meter,  and  the  radio  (if 

any),  as  well  as  the  "good  will"  represented  by  the  seller  company  were 

traded  together  as  a package  and  the  value  of  these  items  could  vary 

2 

considerably  from  company  to  company.  Farwest's  licenses  were  appa- 
rently valued  highest  because  the  company's  radio  business  was  more 
valuable  than  that  of  either  Yellow  or  Graytop. 

An  operator  interviewed  during  1979  estimated  that  these 
packages  were  trading  privately  for  between  $4,000  and  $8,000  during  the 
mid-1970's.  The  banker  of  one  of  the  three  major  service  companies 
reported  that  as  of  mid-1978,  the  license  alone  was  being  valued  at 
$5,000  for  collateral  to  secure  a business  loan.  Another  estimate  from 
early  1977  places  the  value  of  licenses  somewhere  between  $2,000  and 
$3,000,  but  their  valuation  at  this  time  may  have  been  affected  by  the 
anticipation  of  regulatory  revision. 


*See  e.g.,  Womack,  "Taxi  Regulatory  Reform  in  Seattle,"  April  1978,  p.7. 
2 

The  City  maintained  that  any  value  accruing  to  taxi  licenses  was  owing 
chiefly  to  these  items  rather  than  to  restrictions  on  entry. 
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3.4 


Fare  Structure 


The  following  section  reports  the  rate  which  was  in  effect 
prior  to  regulatory  revision  and  describes  the  process  and  amount  of 
rate  changes  since  1939.  Section  4.1.2  discusses  rate  review  in  the 
context  of  the  regulatory  change  process. 

3.4.1  Pre-Revisions  Rates  of  Fare 


As  reported  in  Section  3.2,  the  previous  regulations  included 
a standard  rate  of  fare  established  by  Council.  Prior  to  regulatory 
revision  (from  1976  through  June  1979),  this  rate  was  $0.90  drop  and 
first  1/7  mile  (or  $0.80  fixed  charge),  plus  $0.70  per  mile,  $7.20  per 
hour  waiting  charge,  and  $0.20  for  each  additional  passenger  after  the 
first.  Both  the  City  and  the  County  had  established  the  same  standard 
rate. 

3.4.2  Historical  Changes  in  Taxi  Rates 


Seattle  taxi  rates  from  1932  up  to  regulatory  revision  are 
shown  in  Table  3.3.  This  information  is  also  portrayed  graphically  in 
Figure  3.1.  The  time  interval  between  rate  changes  had  been  relatively 
constant  up  until  the  mid-seventies;  a fare  increase  was  approved  every 
five  to  seven  years  between  1932  and  1969.  There  were  two  rate  increases 
during  the  1970s.  Seattle  taxi  rate  increases  have  hardly  kept  pace 
with  the  local  consumer  price  index  during  the  past  decade. 

Changes  adopted  in  the  face  of  rising  operating  costs  --  in 
addition  to  the  rate  increases  effected  in  1974  and  1976  --  included  the 
legalization  of  leasing  arrangements  in  1977  (previously  forbidden  by 
ordinance  since  1954) . Operators  had  also  reportedly  cut  back  their 
vehicle  hours  of  supply,  a practice  which  apparently  influenced  the  non- 
renewal of  a significant  percentage  of  licenses  for  failure  to  meet  the 
minimum  service  requirement. 
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Table  3.3 

TAXI  FARES  IN  SEATTLE,  1932-1979 
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files,  Seattle  City  Clerk's  Office 


Figure  3.1 

TAXI  FARE  STRUCTURE  IN  SEATTLE,  1932-1979 


Seattle  Consumer 
Price  Index 


Dollars 


Sources:  Ordinance  Files,  Seattle  City  Clerk's  Office;  Consumer  Price  Index  for 

the  Seatt le-Everett  Metropolitan  Area  1930-1980  in  Bureau  of  Economic 
Statistics,  The  Handbook  of  Basic  Economic  Statistics,  Vol.  XXXIV,  No.  7 
(July  1980). 
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Rate  changes  were  achieved  in  Seattle  similarly  to  other 
cities.  Rate  increase  requests  were  initiated  by  the  industry  and 
evaluated  by  Council  on  the  basis  of  their  analysis  of  taxi  operating 
costs  and  revenues,  consumer  prices,  and  --  in  Seattle  --  notions  of 
fare  elasticity.  It  should  be  noted  that  local  rate  increase  hearings 
had  become  particularly  acrimonious  during  the  1970s.  The  City  main- 
tained that  operators  had  failed  to  supply  sufficient  and  accurate 
information  to  substantiate  their  increase  requests  in  1974  and  again  in 
1976.  On  the  basis  of  its  own  conclusions  that  increased  taxi  fares 
were  tending  to  reduce  ridership  revenue,  the  City  granted  rate  increases 
which  were  substantially  smaller  than  the  industry  had  requested.  The 
1976  rate  change,  a 14  percent  increase,  was  enacted  as  a temporary 
measure  and  subsequently  extended  for  six  months  at  a time  until  regula- 
tory revision  achieved  open  rate  setting  in  1979. 1 

3.4.3  Pressure  for  Rate  Increases  Prior  to  Regulatory  Revision 

Operators  had  requested  a 35  percent  emergency  rate  increase 
immediately  prior  to  regulatory  revision.  The  amounts  requested  were 
$1.00  per  mile  and  $12.00  waiting  charge.  This  request  divided  the 
Council  somewhat.  Revision  advocates  like  Councilman  Revelle  argued 
that  the  increase  was  unnecessary,  as  regulatory  revision  was  imminent. 
Others,  such  as  Sam  Smith,  urged  the  City  Attorney's  office  to  draw  up 
a bill  granting  the  increase  just  in  case  the  regulatory  revisions 
failed  to  carry.  The  bill  was  drafted  but  action  on  it  became  unneces- 
sary when  open  rate  setting  went  into  effect.  See  Section  4.1.2. 

3.5  Taxi  Operating  Practices 

This  section  describes  the  equipment  used  by  Seattle  taxi 
operators,  including  taximeters  and  radios,  labor  conditions,  dispatching, 
breakdown  of  service  request  types,  and  the  effect  of  current  regulations 
on  operations. 


Ordinances  105728  (7/76),  106178  (2/77),  106609  (7/77),  107144  (1/78), 
107574  (7/78),  and  107918  (12/78). 
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3.5.1  Equipment 


The  majority  of  Seattle  taxi  operators,  being  affiliated  with 
the  large  service  companies,  are  radio-equipped.  The  Seattle  telephone 
directory  for  1978  listed  the  following  28  separately-named  operations 
as  radio-dispatched. 


Airline 

Airport 

Aurora- Northgate 
Aurora  Village 
Ballard 
Black  8 White 
Checker  (Yellow) 

Farwest  (City,  County,  Mercer 
Graytop 

Green  and  White 
Greenlake 
Greenwood 
Highlands 
Lake  City 


North  End 
North  East 
Oriental 
Pioneer 
Plaza 
Red  Top 

Roy's  North  End  (Graytop) 
Is.)  Scotty's  (Yellow) 

Sea-Tac 

Seattle 

Silver 

VTL 

White  Center 
Yellow 


The  unaffiliated  smaller  firms  and  independents  are  generally  not  radio- 
equipped  and  consequently  rely  more  heavily  upon  the  downtown  area  and 
the  airport  as  their  chief  sources  of  trips. 

All  City  and  County  cabs  are  required  to  have  a working 
taximeter  to  register  fares.  There  are  two  types  commonly  in  use: 
conventional  mechanical  meters  capable  of  registering  one  fare  plus 
"extras,"  and  electronic  meters  capable  of  registering  up  to  five 
different  fares  at  once.  Estimates  of  the  proportion  of  Seattle 
cabs  equipped  with  electronic  meters  vary  between  10  and  25  percent. 

Interviews  with  operators  in  Farwest  and  Graytop  indicated 
that  they  had  only  recently  begun  to  investigate  sources  of  cheaper, 
used  replacement  vehicles  for  their  worn-out  taxis.  This  evidence 
and  the  practice  of  borrowing  against  the  taxi  license  indicate  that 
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a significant  proportion  of  the  Seattle  industry  has  attempted  to  main- 
tain relatively  late-model  taxi  vehicles.  DLCA  license  records  include 
the  auto  make  and  year  of  licensed  taxi  vehicles.  This  information  will 
be  coded  for  1978  and  1979  and  updated  periodically  to  identify  signi- 
ficant changes  in  the  age  of  local  vehicles  and  differences  between 
operator  types. 

3.5.2  Unionization 


Seattle  taxi  drivers  were  nearly  all  unionized  during  the 
1930s  and  up  until  relatively  recently.  The  increase  in  leasing  since 
1975  has  militated  against  the  unions,  however,  while  most  independent 
owner-operators  are  non-union.  Teamsters  Local  #763  now  represents 
only  a small  minority  of  mostly  older  drivers. 

3.5.3  Dispatching* 1 

Dispatching  practices  have  generally  been  similar  among 
2 

the  major  firms.  Telephone  trip  requests  are  taken  via  conventional 
public  lines  or  direct- line  phones  from  bars,  restaurants  and  other 
major  activity  centers.  Companies  varied  in  their  emphasis  on  direct- 
line  phones  and  those  with  more  direct  lines  consequently  did  a larger 
amount  of  night  business  generated  by  the  areas  where  these  phones  were 
installed. 


When  a patron  places  a call,  the  location  of  the  pick-up  is 
noted  on  a small  piece  of  paper  called  a "call  ducat"  which  is  then 
stamped  with  the  time  of  the  call.  If  the  caller  desires  an  immediate 
pick-up,  the  ducat  is  handed  to  the  dispatcher  to  put  the  call  out  over 
the  radio,  asking  the  first  available  cab  to  make  the  pick  up.  When  a 
vehicle  acknowledges  the  call,  its  number  is  written  on  the  ducat  which 
is  filed  for  future  reference. 


The  following  description  of  dispatching  practices  is  based  on  DCCO 
analysis  of  operator  call  ducats. 

i 

Except  with  respect  to  how  personal  calls  are  handled. 
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If  a person  requests  a cab  more  than  half  an  hour  in  advance, 
this  is  called  a "time  call."  The  telephone  operator  notes  on  the  ducat 
what  time  the  pick-up  is  desired  and  files  the  ducat  with  other  time 
calls  in  chronological  order.  Time  calls  are  pulled  from  this  file  and 
put  over  the  air  about  30  minutes  before  they  are  due.  If  the  dispatcher 
perceives  any  prblems  in  servicing  the  call,  he  or  she  might  warn  the 
caller  of  the  possible  delay,  or  refer  them  to  another  company.  In 
general,  it  appears  that  some  dispatching  preference  has  been  given 
to  time  calls  over  immediate  calls. 

Certain  calls  are  obviously  less  desirable  than  others  (e.g., 
deadheading  several  miles  to  drive  someone  six  blocks  to  the  grocery 
store).  One  operator  called  these  "punishment  bells."  To  offset  the 
disadvantages  of  answering  these  calls,  some  associations  make  a prac- 
tice of  trying  to  give  the  next  "good"  trip  (say,  an  airport  run)  to  a 
driver  willing  to  take  a "punishment  bell." 

Dispatching  costs  are  substantial,  with  the  labor  costs  out- 
weighing the  direct  costs  of  the  telephone  and  radio  equipment  and 
lines,  over  the  long  run.  One  of  the  larger  firms  (Grayton)  has  seven 
full-time  and  three  part-time  people  involved  in  dispatching  on  its 
payroll. 

3.5.4  Breakdown  of  Service  by  Type  of  Request 

Anecdotal  evidence  from  operators  indicates  that  80  to  85 
percent  of  all  Seattle  taxi  trips  are  requested  by  telephone  ("bells"); 

10  to  15  percent  are  from  cabstands  (mostly  at  the  airport  and  downtown 
hotels);  and  less  than  5 percent  are  from  hailing  a cruising  cab.  This 
breakdown  varies  among  companies,  however,  chiefly  according  to  company 
size  and  dispatch  capability. 
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3.5.4. 1 Cabstand  Survey 


DCCO  monitored  activity  at  six  selected  Seattle  cabstands 
during  five  days  in  October,  1978.  Information  recorded  included  the 
arrival  and  departure  times  and  vehicle  occupancy  of  the  cabs  observed. 
Because  of  budget  limitations,  only  selected  stands  could  be  monitored. 
The  locations  included  were  Sea-Tac  Airport,  the  Olympic  Hotel  (both  the 
garage  and  the  Seneca  Street  entrance),  the  Greyhound  bus  terminal,  the 
University  of  Washington  and  the  Washington  Plaza  Hotel,  all  high  usage 
locations.  These  stands  represent  the  majority  of  all  cabstand  business 
in  Seattle.  Stands  were  surveyed  on  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Monday 
and  Tuesday  from  1:00  to  6:00  p.m.  A copy  of  the  survey  form  used  is 
included  as  Appendix  I.  A comparable  follow-up  survey  is  scheduled  for 
administration  by  the  City  of  Seattle  in  October  1980. 

3. 5. 4. 2 Temporal  Distribution  of  Cabstand  Departures 

Figure  3.2  shows  the  temporal  distribution  of  the  observed  cab- 
stand departures,  as  shown  in  the  DeLeuw,  Cather  study. 

Figure  3.2 

VEHICLE  DEPARTURES  OBSERVED  AT  CAB  STANDS,  1:00-6:00  PM,  OCTOBER  1978 
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The  histogram  shows  a fairly  constant  demand  between  2:00  and  4:00  p.m. 
Operators  reported  that  the  noontime  period  is  also  busy. 

3 . 5 . 4 . 3 Temporal  Distribution  of  Telephone  Requests 

Figures  3.3  and  3.4  show  the  distribution  of  telephone  requests 
by  regular  telephone  or  direct  line  to  one  of  the  large  service 
companies  for  October  2 through  8,  1978. 

Regular  telephone  requests  showed  a generally  constant  demand 
over  the  day,  with  the  high  peak  (7:00  - 8:00  p.m.)  of  69  calls/hour, 
not  much  greater  than  the  mid-day  average  (44-58  calls/hour).  A signi- 
ficant number  of  calls  came  in  during  the  late  evening  hours  (9:30 
p.m.  - 2:00  a.m.),  probably  reflecting  (among  other  factors)  the  rela- 
tively low  level  of  public  transit  service  provided  in  the  evenings,  and 
a desire  to  avoid  walking  at  night  or  driving  home  from  bars.  The  peak 
hour  represented  about  6.4  percent  of  the  total  daily  demand. ^ (In 
contrast,  urban  arterials  typically  experienced  8-11  percent  of  their 
total  daily  demand  during  the  peak  hour.) 

Direct  line  requests  for  service  had  an  even  more  nearly 
constant  demand  over  the  day.  There  were  no  really  sharp  peaks,  although 
a higher  demand  rate  was  experienced  in  the  evening  (4:30  - 11:30  p.m.), 
as  one  might  expect  from  the  locations  of  these  phones. 

3.5.5  Effects  of  Previous  Regulations  on  Operations 


Prohibitions  against  differential  fares  by  type  of  service  or 
zone-based  fares  and  the  inconvenience  of  computing  and  registering 
separate  fares  for  individual  passengers  travelling  together  have  tended 
to  preclude  shared  riding  and  other  service  innovations  in  Seattle, 
although  operator  interest  has  also  not  been  great.  These  issues  were 
discussed  in  Section  3. 3. 2.1. 


^"This  is  probably  not  surprising  since  taxis  are  not  now  a prevalent 
work  trip  mode. 
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Number  of  Calls  per  30  min  J Number  of  Calls  per  30  min 


Figure  3.3 

REGULAR  CALLS  FOR  SERVICE  FOR  A MAJOR  COMPANY 
Average  for  October  2-8,  1978 


Mid-  a.m.  a.m.  Noon  p.m.  p.m. 

night 


HALF  HOUR  BEGINNING  AT 


gure  3.4 
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3.6 


Taxi  Level  of  Service  Measures 


Little  data  was  available  to  describe  taxi  levels  of  service 
by  geographic  area  and  time  of  day,  although  geographic  specialization 
is  discussed  and  under-served  areas  identified  in  Section  3. 3. 2. 2. 

Graytop  operators  reported  the  day  shift  (4:00  a.m.  -4:00  p.m.)  to  be 
more  popular  than  the  night  shift  (4:00  p.m.  - 4:00  a.m.)  as  a result 
they  offered  a lower  lease  fee  for  the  night  shift.  The  previous 
regulations  required  operators  to  be  in  service  10  miles  per  day,  230 
days  per  year,  but  a substantial  number  of  licenses  (about  50)  were 
revoked  in  1978  for  failure  to  meet  this  requirement.  In  sum,  the 
number  of  licensed  taxicabs  only  approximates  the  upper  limit  on  total 
taxi  supply. 

Some  limited  information  is  available  from  analysis  of  a 
randomly  selected  sample  of  35  Seattle  taxi  trip  sheets  for  ten  days  in 
October  of  1976.  The  temporal  distribution  of  Seattle  taxis  revealed  by 
this  data  is  shown  in  Figure  3.5.  On  any  day,  some  25  percent  of  all  of 
the  cabs  surveyed  did  not  operate.  Those  which  did  spent  a fairly  long 
day  on  the  road:  75  percent  worked  more  than  nine  hours,  while  25 

percent  were  out  for  over  sixteen  hours.  The  median  for  all  taxis  was 
nine  hours  of  operation  per  day. 

There  is  also  little  data  on  passenger  wait  times  or  perceptual 
measures,  but  newspaper  articles  circa  late  1978  and  early  1979  indicated 
that  wait  times  could  be  considerable,  particularly  during  peak  demand 
times.  An  industry  representative  indicated  that  during  the  late  after- 
noon hours  (3:00  - 6:00  p.m.),  response  times  to  bell  calls  in  the 
downtown  area  could  be  upwards  of  30  minutes.  Callers  from  low-density 
areas  would  wait  even  longer. 
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Figure  3.5 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  CAB  HOURS  OPERATED  PER  DAY  BY  INDIVIDUAL  VEHICLES, 
OCTOBER,  1976 


Daily  Hours  of  Operation  (per  Cab) 
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3.7 


Taxi  Demand 


Little  information  on  Seattle  taxi  trip  or  traveller  characteris- 
tics currently  exists.  (The  City  plans  to  administer  Taxi  Passenger 
Profile  Surveys  to  provide  such  data  in  the  future.)  The  average  fare 
in  1978  was  $3.49  for  a 3.5  mile  average  length  trip  including  2 minutes 
of  waiting  time. 

Estimates  of  total  taxi  ridership  vary  widely  depending  on  the 
source  of  the  information.  One  study  found  the  1977  usage  to  be  5,300 
to  5,400  trips  per  cab.^  Since  there  were  354  cabs  licensed  in  Seattle 
in  1977,  this  represents  an  aggregate  1.9  million  vehicle  trips.  The 
only  available  measure  of  average  taxi  vehicle  occupancy  (1.5  passengers 
per  cab)  was  derived  from  DCCO's  1978  survey  of  cabstand  activity,  and 
this  figure  may  not  accurately  represent  trips  requested  by  other  means. 

It  is  close  to  the  national  average,  however,  and  allows  us  to  approxi- 
mate yearly  taxi  passenger  trips  in  Seattle  as  2.9  million  for  1977. 

The  official  spokesperson  for  the  Washington  Taxi  Owners 
Association,  William  Grady  reported  in  a personal  interview  in  August 
1978,  that  the  Seattle  industry  did  $13  to  $14  million  in  business 
annually.  (Package  delivery  services  represented  about  20  percent  of 
this  total  revenue.)  On  the  basis  of  these  figures,  passenger  revenue 
in  1978  would  be  between  $9.75  and  10.5  million.  Using  the  average  fare 
of  $3.49,  this  revenue  represents  between  2.8  and  3 million  annual 
vehicle  trips;  multiplying  by  the  average  vehicle  occupancy  figure 
derived  from  the  cabstand  survey  would  yield  between  4.2  and  4.5  million 
passenger  trips. 


Kleinhen,  "Analysis  of  the  Price  Elasticity  of  Demand...,"  May  1977. 
The  figures  presented  in  this  report  are  based  on  Business  and  Occupa- 
tion Tax  records  and  are  therefore  questionable  because  of  the  obvious 
incentive  to  operators  to  under-report  their  revenues  and  ridership. 
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On  the  basis  of  these  two  estimates,  Seattle  taxis  carried 
between  2.8  and  4.2  million  passenger  trips  in  1977-78,  or  between 
7,700  and  11,500  passenger  trips  per  day.  (METRO  daily  transit  rider- 
ship  was  225,000  trips.) 

3.8  Taxi  Operator  Productivity  and  Economics 

3.8.1  Vehicle  Utilization  Levels 


In  his  analysis  of  218  observations  from  among  Seattle  taxi- 
cabs in  1976,  Bartlett  (see  Section  4.2)  produced  a median  value  of  paid 
miles  per  hour  in  service  of  5.3.  On  the  basis  of  this  result,  Bartlett 
judged  Seattle  taxicabs  to  be  operating  below  capacity,  and  indeed,  this 
is  below  the  median  6.34  derived  in  a national  sample  of  27  cities 
conducted  by  Wells  in  1970. 

Individual  cabs  also  varied  considerably  in  their  mean  annual 
paid  miles  per  hour  of  operations:  75  percent  of  Seattle  taxicabs 

showed  6.3  paid  miles  per  hour  in  service,  while  25  percent  showed  only 
4.8  paid  miles  per  hour  in  service.  In  terms  of  fare  revenue,  these 
figures  mean  that  the  more  productive  cabs  made  about  $10  more  revenue 
per  shift.  Over  a year,  this  difference  would  amount  to  between  $3,000 
to  $4,000  (about  13  percent). 

3.8.2  Operating  Cost  Components 

Ernest  A.  Johnson  & Company,  CPA,  prepared  a report  for  the 
City  Council  in  April  1976,  analyzing  taxicab  operating  costs.  These 
are  shown  in  Table  3.4.  Note  that  these  figures  represent  averages  and 
show  marked  variability  between  operators.  Because  there  have  been  no 
rate  reviews  since  1976,  however,  no  more  current  financial  data  was 
available.  The  DLCA  reported  no  further  information  on  present  profit 
and  loss  conditions  or  wages  and  other  items.  Note  that  32  percent 
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of  the  non-wage-related  operating  costs  shown  were  attributable  to 
radio  dispatching;  the  high  cost  of  such  service  demonstrates  the 
incentive  for  independents  to  try  to  go  without  radios. 


Table  3.4 

ESTIMATED  COSTS  OF  TAXI  OPERATIONS  IN  SEATTLE  (per  cab),  1976 


Expense  Item 

Cost/Cab/Year 

Wages • 

$ 3,524 

Benefits 

500 

Repair  and  Maintenance 

1,987 

Gasoline 

3,107 

Insurance 

1,747 

Service  and  Dispatch 

3,656 

On-Vehicle  Radio 

68 

Depreciation 

527 

Other 

676 

Total 

$15,792 

Source:  Ernest  A.  Jonson  § Co.,  1976 


Insurance  costs  have  not  been  rising  as  rapidly  in  recent 
years  as  they  did  through  the  mid-1970s,  but  gasoline  prices  have  increased 
greatly  since  then.  In  the  short  run,  the  major  brunt  of  increased  fuel 
costs  falls  upon  the  leasee  driver  or  owner-driver.  Insurance  costs  in 
1979  were  about  $2,000  per  vehicle  on  average,  a 14  percent  increase. 
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4.0 


EVOLUTION  AND  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  REGULATORY  CHANGES 


4.1  Background  and  Chronology  of  Regulatory  Change  Process 

Interest  in  taxi  regulatory  reform  began  in  Seattle  during  the 
early  1970s,  when  reform-minded  members  of  the  City  Council  (who 
achieved  a majority  in  1971)  began  a major  re-evaluation  of  the  many 
licensing  ordinances  which  had  been  passed  over  the  years.  By  resolution 
on  December  21,  1970,  Council  appointed  a Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for 
Licensing  and  Consumer  Affairs.,  Its  mandate  was  to  review  the  substance, 
administration,  and  enforcement  of  licensing  in  the  City  of  Seattle.  It 
submitted  reports  to  Council  in  May  and  December  1971,  in  which  it 
recommended  reorganization  of  the  City's  licensing  administration  and 
enforcement,  including  taxicabs.  The  Committee's  recommendations  included 
establishment  of  general  principles  for  licensing  coverage  and  procedures. 
It  also  suggested  that  the  reorganized  administering  agency  examine  the 
City's  regulatory  licensing  ordinances  and  regulations  in  order  to  propose 
revisions  to  the  City  Council. 

The  specific  focus  upon  taxi  regulation  within  this  broader 
context  of  licensing  reorganization  was  largely  based  upon  the  reformers' 
education  in  economic  theories  of  monopoly  pricing  and  demand  elasticities. 
They  came  to  the  forefront  of  the  regulatory  reorganization  controversy  as 
taxi  industry  rate  increase  requests  accelerated  during  the  seventies.  The 
following  paragraphs  describe  the  evolution  of  taxi  regulatory  revisions  in 
Seattle  in  terms  of  these  two  major  strains:  the  City's  broad-scale 

licensing  reorganization  efforts  including  taxicabs  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  economic  arguments  over  taxi  rate  review  which  brought  regulators  and 
operators  into  head-on  confrontation  on  the  other. 
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4.1.1 


License  Code  Revision 


On  October  3,  1973,  Council  established  by  ordinance  a new 
Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  (DLCA)  to  administer  the 
License  Code  and  related  regulatory  and  revenue  licensing  ordinances  of  the 
City  of  Seattle*  On  September  30,  1974,  Council  passed  a Resolution 
Guiding  License  Code  Revisions  (sic  DLCA;  see  Appendix  B.3  of  this  report). 

The  resolution  directed  the  DLCA  to  study  City  licensing  ordinances  and  to 
prepare  and  submit  to  the  City  Council  a revised  License  Code.  It  also 
dictated  basic  principles  for  regulatory  and  revenue  licensing.  These 
principles  included  an  explicit  statement  of  the  appropriate  and  inappro" 
priate  uses  of  regulatory  licensing.  The  resolution  affirmed  that  the 
City  should  use  its  licensing  powers  to  protect  citizens  from  commercial 
activities  which  might  otherwise  be  discriminatory,  fraudulent  or  in 
violation  of  laws  protecting  the  environment.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
resolution  maintained  that  licensing  should  not  be  used: 

...  to  regulate  activities  ...  creating  no  hazard  to  property, 
privacy,  health,  safety  ...;  ...  to  suppress  legitimate  competition; 
or  to  set  prices  or  rates  unless  monopoly  conditions  exist  which 
cannot  be  eliminated  or  otherwise  controlled. 

The  DLCA's  assignment  was  fairly  broad.  In  consultation  with 
members  of  the  former  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for  Licensing  and  Consumer 
Affairs  and  with  other  interested  parties,  the  DLCA  was  to: 

1.  Examine  the  License  Code  and  all  other  licensing  ordinances 
of  the  City  ...  to  evaluate  their  need,  relevance,  impact,  and 
adequacy; 

2.  Examine  activities  not  now  regulated  ...  to  determine  whether 
additional  ...  regulations  are  needed; 

3.  ...  determine  what  activities  now  regulated  no  longer 
need  regulation  because  they  are  obsolete,  effectively  self- 
regulated,  or  adequately  regulated  by  state  or  federal  laws.... 
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The  DLCA  was  also  to  examine  the  administrative  and  enforce- 
ment costs  and  fee  structure  of  the  City's  regulatory  licensing  and  the 
distribution  of  the  burden  and  impact  of  raising  City  revenues  through 
licensing  as  well  as  by  alternative  sources.  Its  final  report  was  to  be 
submitted  to  Council  by  December  31,  1975.  The  resolution  set  April  30, 
1976  as  its  target  date  for  completing  the  new  License  Code. 

A paper  prepared  for  the  DLCA  and  issued  in  August,  1975 
constituted  the  first  major  analysis  of  taxi  regulatory  issues  in 
Seattle.^  While  this  document  was  an  internal  staff  report  and  not 
intended  as  an  official  policy  statement,  many  of  its  points  --  espe- 
cially those  relating  to  economic  theories  of  free  competition  --  were 
later  adopted  by  the  advocates  of  regulatory  revision.  The  report 
reiterated  the  fundamental  principle  that  "licensing  should  not  be  used 
to  suppress  legitimate  competition"  and  suggested  provisions  for  a 
minimum  regulation  policy.  These  recommendations  included: 

• removal  of  entry  controls  as  suppressing  competition; 

• continuation  of  regulatory  licensing  on  the  basis  of  operator 
qualifications  and  insurance  requirements  to  safeguard  the 
public  health  and  safety; 

• that  licenses  be  issued  only  to  the  cab  owner,  not  jointly 
with  the  service  company; 

• that  service  companies  also  be  licensed  on  the  basis  of  full 
disclosure  of  shareholders  and  officers,  articles  of  incor- 
poration and  service  contracts; 

• regionalization  (and  reduction  of  deadheading)  as  goals, 
including  pick-up  rights  outside  of  a cab's  jurisdiction  as 
long  as  the  trip  terminates  within  its  jurisdiction. 


\ 


^Laurel  Andrews,  "Taxicabs  in  Seattle,"  prepared  for  the  City  Department 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs,  August,  1975. 
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The  report  also  suggested  that  contract  rates  be  permitted,  that 
licenses  be  suspended  or  revoked  for  failure  to  present  financial  infor- 
mation and  trip  sheets  on  request  or  to  maintain  required  insurance 
coverage,  that  consideration  be  given  to  raising  the  license  fee  to  cover 
the  cost  of  rate  reviews,  and  that  a generally-defined  vehicle-f or-hire 
category  be  created  to  allow  for  innovative  service.^ 

The  report  stipulated  the  need  for  a rate  policy  and  presented 
four  alternatives  with  their  respective  pros  and  cons: 

1.  Continue  existing  policy  of  a single.  Council-determined  standard 
rate  of  fare; 

2.  Adopt  a maximum  rate  with  provisions  for  bargaining  and  zone- 
based  fares; 

3e  Adopt  a rate  filing  procedure  with  variable  pricing  to  provide 
for  public  information  with  individual  operator  freedom;  and 

4.  Remove  rate  setting  and  filing  requirements  altogether. 

The  report  also  discussed  the  interaction  of  rate  setting  and  entry  policy. 

During  the  spring  of  1976,  the  City  and  County  Councils  both 
adopted  resolutions  expressing  their  intention  to  pursue  multi- jurisdictional 
licensing  of  taxicabs.  By  the  end  of  the  summer  the  DLCA  and  the  activist 
Councilers  had  proposed  a package  of  changes,  including: 

® Dual  City-County  licensing  of  taxicabs; 

• Termination  of  exclusively-franchised  airport  taxi  service; 

• Contract  rates  for  taxi  services  such  as  commuter  taxi  pools; 

® Package  delivery  services. 


Andrews,  op.  cit. , pp.  25-27 
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4. 1.1.1  Interim  Code  Changes 


Reciprocal  Licensing  Between  the  City  and  County.  The  first  of 
these  proposals  received  prompt  action.  An  interim  multi- jurisdictional 
agreement  was  drawn  up  and  approved  effective  February  1,  1977,  to  achieve 
reciprocal  taxi  licensing  in  the  City  and  the  County.*  The  agreement 
incorporated  a new  fee  structure  whereby  the  first  license  in  either 
jurisdiction  cost  $100  annually,  and  the  second  license  in  either 
jurisdiction  (which  would  permit  the  licensee  to  operate  in  both  juris- 
dictions) cost  an  additional  $25. 

Other  Code  Changes.  The  City  ordinance  effecting  the  recip- 
rocal licensing  also  achieved  signal  changes  in  other  taxicab  regulations. 
The  section  achieving  reciprocity  replaced  the  previous  ceiling  on  taxi 
licenses  based  upon  a ratio  of  licenses  to  Seattle  population  with  the 
following  limit: 

The  number  of  taxicabs  authorized  to  operate,  and  for  which 
permits  may  be  issued,  shall  be  LIMITED  TO  THE  NUMBER  OF  PERMITS 
ISSUED  AND  IN  EFFECT  ON  THE  EFFECTIVE  DATE  OF  THIS  ORDINANCE:... 

It  also  eliminated  the  previous  section  requiring  a public  necessity  and 

2 

convenience  demonstration  for  additional  taxi  licenses.  That  is, 
except  for  reciprocal  licensing  of  County  operators,  the  number  of  Seattle 
taxi  permits  was  frozen  at  the  then  current  level. 

This  ordinance  also  changed  the  City's  public  liability  insurance 
requirements  from  specified  limits  to  the  much  higher  limits  of  minimum 
coverage  prescribed  by  State  law  in  R.C.W  46.72,  with  uninsured  motor 
vehicle  coverage  to  be  provided  in  or  supplemental  to  the  policy  or 


*The  King  County  ordinance  (2914)  was  enacted  October  4,  1976;  the  City 
ordinance  (106189)  was  enacted  on  January  31,  1977. 

^Seattle  Ordinance  106189,  Section  3. 
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policies  filed  with  the  DLCA  Director.^  It  modified  the  City’s  minimum 
operating  requirement  to  conform  to  that  of  the  County  by  requiring 

2 

operation  for  10  miles  per  day  for  230  rather  than  240  days  per  year.  And 
if  provided  for  taxicab  operators  to  charge  rates  other  than  the  standard 

rate  pursuant  to  a written  contract  other  than  an  exclusive  franchise*  with 

3 

the  contract  period  not  to  exceed  one  year.  The  actual  rates  incorporated 
in  this  ordinance  are  discussed  in  section  4.1.2. 

According  to  the  reciprocal  agreement,  all  taxicabs  licensed  in 
the  City  of  Seattle  could  obtain  a permit  to  pick  up  at  Seattle-Iacoma 
Airport  (which  is  within  the  County  boundaries)  via  the  simplified  route  to 
a County-reciprocal  license.  Enactment  of  the  provision  required  termination 
of  the  Port’s  exclusive  contract  with  Airport  Taxi  Company  under  a franchise 
arrangement  which  had  been  in  effect  since  1971.  Councilman  Revelle  and 
other  local  regulatory  revision  advocates  point  to  the  "opening  up"  of  the 
airport  to  all  operators  as  a major  step  toward  open  entry  since  it 
expanded  the  local  market  by  an  estimated  one  million  dollars  annually  and 
eliminated  the  costs  and  waste  involved  in  non-airport-licensed  vehicles 
dead-heading  back  from  the  airport  to  their  appropriate  jurisdiction. 

4. 1.1. 2 Continuing  Taxi  Regulatory  Revision:  Further  Reports 

The  next  step  in  the  overall  process  was  the  DLCA's  submission 
to  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  its  study  and  recommendations  for  taxi  licensing 
code  revisions.  In  August  1977,  the  Mayor’s  Office  submitted  this  official 
"Report  on  the  Regulation  of  Taxicabs  in  Seattle"  to  the  City  Council. 

This  report  brought  together  the  Department's  work  to  date,  including  the 
review  of  the  existing  code  and  local  industry  and  information  on  taxi 
operations  nationwide.  It  presented  the  City’s  estimate  of  the  elasticity 
of  demand  for  taxi  services,  and  summarized  its  economic  theories  for 
regulatory  revision. 


Seattle  Ordinance  106189,  Section  2(B) 

2 

Ibid.,  Section  2(F) 

3 

Ibid. , Section  4 
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The  report  included  sections  on  entry  controls,  rate  regula- 
tions and  general  taxicab  regulation,  and  offered  recommendations  and 
specific  regulatory  proposals  under  each  area.  It  recommended  that  the 
City  eliminate  legislative  restrictions  on  the  number  of  taxicab  licenses 
and  adopt  an  open  entry  policy,  issuing  licenses  to  any  owner  who  filed 
the  proper  insurance  coverage  and  complied  with  vehicle  equipment  and 
other  requirements. 

The  report  offered  two  sets  of  rate  regulation  recommenda- 
tions. Its  preferred  course  was  that  the  City  continue  to  regulate  taxi 
fares,  including  specification  of  a maximum  rate,  with  procedures  for 
filing  rates  at  or  below  it;  procedures  for  rate  review,  including 
criteria  and  standards  for  rate  determination;  and  forms  for  industry 
reporting  of  ridership  and  financial  information.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  report  proposed  a rate  filing  scheme  in  case  Council  determined  that 
the  City  should  cease  to  regulate  taxicab  rates.  This  proposal  had  five 
elements:  specification  of  a meter  rate  structure  with  allowance  for 

discount  and  contract  rates;  a rate  filing  procedure;  rate  posting 
requirements;  meter  testing  and  approval  requirements;  and  a prohibition 
against  charging  other  rates. 

Under  the  category  of  general  taxicab  regulation,  the  report 
recommended  that  the  City  continue  regulatory  licensing  including 
service  companies,  along  with  requirements  for  insurance,  safety  and 
rate  disclosure. 

Council’s  Public  Safety  and  Justice  Committee  was  briefed  on 
the  Mayor’s  report  and  its  recommendations  by  the  Mayor’s  representa- 
tives in  September  1977.  Hearings  on  the  regulatory  proposals  were 
planned  for  October  but  subsequently  delayed  until  December  and  then 
into  1978. 
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The  DLCA's  analysis  of  the  elasticity  of  demand  for  taxi 
services  (see  Kleinhen,  1977)  was  based  upon  the  financial  data  sub- 
mitted by  the  industry  in  support  of  its  1976  rate  increase  request  and 
annual  per  vehicle  revenue  data  submitted  pursuant  to  City  Business  and 
Occupation  Tax  requirements.  This  data  was  supplemented  with  infor- 
mation on  taxi  operations  nationwide.  The  analysis  demonstrated  that 
the  rate  increases  adopted  in  1969  and  1974  had  actually  resulted  in  net 
losses  of  revenue  per  vehicle.  DCLA  interpreted  these  results  to  mean 
that  the  elasticity  of  demand  for  taxi  services  was  greater  than  unity, 
and  that  further  increases  would  leave  the  industry  even  worse  off 
financially. * 

Another  report,  entitled  "The  Regulation  of  Taxicabs  in 

Seattle,"  also  appeared  in  mid- 1977.  Requested  by  the  City  Council  as  a 

third-party  investigation  and  a partial  check  on  the  DLCA's  findings, 

this  report  was  prepared  by  an  economist  in  the  Seattle  regional  office 

2 

of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission.  This  report  examined  data  on  the 
Seattle  industry  in  comparison  with  that  from  other  cities  and  con- 
sidered the  theoretical  arguments  for  regulatory  revision  by  looking  at 
alternative  cases  and  policy  options.  It  concluded  that  from  an  econo- 
mic perspective,  the  ideal  would  be  to  remove  restrictions  on  pricing  as 

3 

well  as  on  the  total  number  of  taxi  licenses.  The  report  argued  the 

lack  of  sufficient  data  to  allow  intelligent  pricing  decisions  to  be 

made  and  the  resultant  wisdom  of  allowing  pricing  adjustments  to  be 

4 

dictated  by  the  market  place. 


This  estimate  was  contested  by  the  industry  through  its  consultant. 
Applied  Economics  Associates,  who  pointed  out  that  a demand  elasticity 
greater  than  one  does  not  necessarily  imply  that  profits  will  decrease 
because  revenue  does.  Service  could  be  reduced  proportionally  to 
sustain  profitability. 

"■Randall  K.  Bartlett,  April  1977. 

3 

Local  FTC  officials  continued  to  monitor  and  comment  upon  the  progress 
of  the  regulatory  revision  controversy,  publicly  commending  the  City  for 
its  far-sighted  and  innovative  policy-making  in  achieving  the  changes. 

4 

Bartlett,  p.  24 
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Although  Bartlett  acknowledged  that  the  pre-revisions  situation  in 
Seattle  was  characterized  by  an  over-supply  of  taxi  services,  he  ad- 
vocated open  entry  nonetheless.  His  chief  argument  here  was  that  local 
license  values  were  comparatively  low  and  largely  attributable  to  the 
company  association  rather  than  to  monopoly  value  in  the  license.  Thus 
it  would  be  possible  to  remove  numerical  license  restrictions  "without 
having  to  be  concerned  about  the  distributional  implications."1 2 

4. 1.1. 3 Industry  Action 

While  the  City  was  considering  these  recommendations,  the 
majority  of  the  Seattle  industry  was  organizing  in  opposition  to  regu- 
latory revision,  hiring  its  own  legal  counsel  and  economic  consultant  to 
rebut  the  City's  proposals.  In  the  Fall  of  1977,  the  Seattle  operators 
formed  the  Washington  Taxicab  Association.  Wes  Walton,  president  of 
Farwest,  one  of  the  City's  major  service  companies,  reportedly  stated 

that  he  had  tried  in  the  past  to  promote  an  organization  but  "deregulation" 

2 

was  the  first  issue  to  mobilize  operators  to  united  action.  Initial 
membership  fees  of  $3  per  person  and  $200  per  cab  were  reportedly 
collected  to  sponsor  the  Association's  legal  and  consultant  activities. 

Applied  Economics,  Inc.  submitted  its  report  to  the  Washington 
Taxicab  Association  in  January  of  1978.  The  report  reviewed  the  DLCA 
and  FTC  documents  on  regulatory  policy  and  offered  a set  of  recommenda- 
tions for  future  action  by  the  taxi  industry.  Although  the  consultant 
did  not  find  fault  with  the  City's  open  entry  policy  per  se,  its  findings 
questioned  the  DLCA's  argument  that  the  relaxation  of  entry  controls 
would  have  little  negative  effect  on  current  license  holders.  It 
pointed  out  that  City  action  in  restricting  entry  had  created  the 


1Ibid.,  p. 21 

2 

City  officials  point  out  that  there  were  applicant  operators  who  favored 
open  entry  --  at  least  until  they  could  obtain  a permit  --  and  that 
the  industry  was  therefore  somewhat  divided  over  regulatory  revision. 
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monopoly  value  of  taxi  licenses  in  the  first  place*  It  suggested  that  the 
department  probably  underestimated  the  value  of  licenses,  and  reminded 
regulators  that  even  if  the  value  of  an  individual  license  was  small,  the 
aggregate  impact  on  multiple  license  holders  would  be  large. 

The  report  also  questioned  the  methodology  used  by  the  DLCA’s 
economist  to  estimate  the  elasticity  of  demand  for  taxi  service  and  the 
resultant  conclusion  that  ridership  and  revenue  had  decreased  with  recent 
rate  increases.  It  suggested  that  the  industry  provide  a methodologically 
sound  estimate,  but  pointed  out  that  this  estimate  could  turn  out  to  be 
either  larger  or  smaller  than  the  City’s  result. 

The  consultant  also  offered  several  arguments  related  to  the 
proposed  relaxation  of  entry  controls.  It  agreed  that  all  licensed 
taxicabs  were  not  operating  at  capacity  during  1976,  but  suggested  that 
capacity  utilization  levels  might  vary  over  time  in  the  taxicab  industry.^ 
While  the  current  market  levels  might  tend  to  minimize  new  entry,  the 
dynamic  process  would  also  be  affected  by  perceived  profitability  and 
expected  future  competition.  The  report  also  pointed  out  that  additional 
taxicabs  would  require  additional  City  resources  for  enforcement  of  safety 
and  equipment  standards. 

On  balance,  the  consultant’s  report  was  not  overwhelmingly 
unfavorable  to  regulatory  revision.  It  was  rather  well  received  by  the 
City,  despite  its  criticisms  of  the  City-derived  elasticity  estimates. 

4.1*2  Rate  Review 


Council’s  frustration  with  what  it  perceived  as  the  inherent 
limitations  of  taxi  rate  regulation  was  one  motive  behind  the  City's  efforts 
to  get  out  of  taxi  regulation  altogether.  Taxi  operators  would  request 
rate  increases  but  — the  City  alleged  — - fail  to  supply  the  accurate  data 


The  City  contended  that  only  69  percent  of  licensed  taxicabs  were 
operating  on  any  given  day. 
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the  City  needed  to  evaluate  these  requests.  The  City  would  eventually 
grant  the  increases  but  without  any  confidence  that  this  process  achieved 
equitable  rates.  Further,  the  operators  perceived  the  City's  information 
requirements  as  bureaucratic  hassling  while  the  City  mistrusted  the  industry’s 
demands  as  inflated  and  ill-supported.  As  a result,  rate  review  hearings 
had  become  protracted  and  acrimonious. 

As  reported,  Seattle  taxi  rates  had  traditionally  kept  pace  with 
the  consumer  price  index,  with  the  City  approving  an  increase  on  an  average 
of  every  five  to  seven  years  since  the  1930's.*  In  1974  Council  passed  a 
19  percent  increase  which,  although  it  was  the  first  in  five  years,  was 
still  smaller  than  that  requested  by  the  Industry.  In  mid-1976,  the 
industry  requested  a 26  percent  increase.  Council  objected  that  the 
industry  had  supplied  inadequate  data  to  support  its  request  and  voted  to 
approve  only  a 13.7  percent  Increase.  In  a context  of  vehement  industry 
opposition  and  threats  of  a service  stoppage,  this  increase  was  enacted  by 
Ordinance  105729  on  August  2,  1976  as  a temporary  measure  to  be  in  effect 
for  six  months.  During  this  period.  Council  was  to  consider  removing  some 
of  the  existing  restrictions  on  package  delivery  and  contract  rates  and  to 
enact  legislation  providing  for  reciprocal  City-County  licensing  of  taxicabs 
(see  Section  4. 1.1.1). 

On  the  basis  of  contemporary  newspaper  accounts  it  also  appears 
that  Council  expected  to  have  reached  its  decisions  on  the  proposed  entry 
and  rate  regulation  revisions  by  the  end  of  the  six-month  period  as  well. 
Councilman  Revelle,  who  had  come  to  the  forefront  of  the  regulatory 
revision  issue,  opposed  any  increase  during  the  interim  period.  He  argued 
that  the  DLCA's  recent  studies  of  the  local  industry  revealed  a negative 
elasticity  of  demand  for  taxi  services,  that  is,  that  taxi  ridership  and 


The  City  typically  approved  only  about  half  of  what  the  industry 
requested,  however. 
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revenue  had  declined  with  each  fare  hike*  Industry  opposition  to  the 
Council  action  on  this  particular  increase  request  became  progressively 
involved  with  its  opposition  to  the  broader  regulatory  changes  as  time 
passed. 

On  January  31,  1977,  when  the  six-month  period  expired  and 
pending  the  revised  regulatory  proposals,  Council  extended  the  temporary 

,k 

rate  increase  for  another  six  months,  until  July  31.  On  July  18,  1977,  the 
City  Council  again  extended  the  temporary  increase  until  January  31,  1978, 
pending  Council  receipt  and  review  of  the  Mayor* s Office  report  on  taxicab 
regulation*  On  January  30,  1978,  it  was  extended  until  July  31,  1978,  in 
July  until  December  1978  and  in  December,  until  June  20,  1979. ^ 

The  temporary  increase  was  still  in  effect  when,  in  April  of 
1979,  as  joint  City  and  County  approval  of  taxi  regulatory  revisions  was 
reportedly  imminent,  the  taxicab  industry  requested  an  emergency  rate 
increase  of  35  percent.  (The  rate  requested  was  $1.00  per  mile,  and  $12.00 
per  hour  wait  charge.)  Councilman  Revelle,  at  the  head  of  the  regulatory 
revision  advocates,  asserted  that  action  on  the  request  was  unnecessary  in 
view  of  the  regulatory  revision  proposal  which  would  allow  operators  to  set 
their  own  rates.  Decisive  action  on  the  proposed  ordinance  had  only  been 
delayed  to  allow  the  County  to  consider  adopting  similar  changes,  and  the 
County’s  decision  was  expected  May  1. 

A public  hearing  of  the  Public  Safety  and  Justice  (PSJ)  Com- 
mittee meeting  on  the  matter  resulted  in  a Committee  request  that  the  City 
Attorney’s  office  draft  a bill  to  grant  the  request  just  in  case  the  City 
decided  not  to  proceed  with  regulatory  revision.  But  Council  action  on  the 
bill  was  delayed  pending  this  decision.  When  the  City  and  County  decided 
on  May  7 to  adopt  open  rate  setting,  the  City  Council  unanimously  rejected 
the  emergency  rate  increase  request  as  moot. 


^Ordinances  106178,  106609,  107144,  107574,  107918 
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4.1.3 


Achieving  the  Changes 


Relations  between  City  officials  and  the  taxi  operators 
worsened  as  the  public  hearings  on  the  regulatory  proposals  took  place 
during  the  first  half  of  1978.  These  conflicts  were  further  exacerbated 
when,  in  May,  the  DLCA  Director  denied  renewal  applications  for  over  60 
licenses,  on  the  basis  that  these  taxicabs  had  not  met  the  10  mile  per 
day,  230  day  per  year  minimum  operating  requirements.  Local  operators 
who  stood  to  lose  the  estimated  $3,000  to  $5,000  average  license  value, 
protested  the  "sudden"  enforcement  of  an  ordinance  they  claimed  was 
previously  ignored  by  the  City.  Yet  the  DLCA  Director  adduced  evidence 
demonstrating  past  operator  efforts  to  conceal  unused  taxicabs  behind 
accident  reports. ^ The  contested  taxicabs  were  allowed  to  continue  in 
service  while  the  City's  decision  was  considered  by  the  courts,  however. 

In  June  1978,  the  City  Council  voted  to  approve  removal  of  the 
numerical  limit  on  total  permits  as  well  as  minimum  service  requirements 
in  order  to  allow  part-time  operators  to  enter  the  Seattle  taxi  industry, 
and  to  remove  the  standard  rate  regulation  from  telephone-requested 
trips.  According  to  this  proposal,  which  was  advisory  to  the  PSJ 
Committee,  the  City  would  continue  to  set  standard  rates  for  street-hail 
and  cabstand-originating  trips.  This  latter  provision  was  approved  at 
the  request  of  the  Port  and  the  County  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  potential 
confusion  resulting  from  variable  pricing  between  jurisdictions.  This 
rate  regulation  proposal  was  projected  to  go  into  effect  by  the  end  of 
the  summer  pending  PSJ's  preparation  of  a final  ordinance  addressing  the 
consumer  and  safety  aspects  of  regulation.  It  implied  the  need  for 
dual-rate  or  multiple  meters  if  operators  intended  to  serve  both  bell 
and  street-hail  customers.  Operators,  who  estimated  it  would  cost  $600 
per  cab  to  change  or  add  meters,  opposed  the  measure.  Public  demonstrations 


^The  City  had  amended  the  requirement  as  recently  as  February  1977,  in 
order  to  conform  to  the  County  requirement.  The  City's  view  was  that  the 
unused  licenses  were  being  held  on  speculation  of  an  increase  in  their 
value  under  closed  entry. 
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by  members  of  the  industry  and  their  families  took  place  outside  City 
Hall  following  approval  of  these  proposals.  City  Councilors  sub- 
sequently reconsidered  this  proposal,  judging  that  it  was  unproductive 
to  continue  to  involve  the  Council  in  the  acrimonious  rate  review 
process  in  order  to  regulate  cabstand  and  street  hail  requests  which 
made  up  only  20  percent  of  the  Seattle  taxi  market. 

In  September,  the  regulatory  revisions  were  modified  to 
include  open  rate  setting  for  all  types  of  trips,  eliminating  the  need 
for  dual  metering.  Adoption  of  variable  pricing  by  the  City  was  anti- 
cipated to  cause  potential  interjurisdictional  confusion,  however,  so 
the  City  PSJ  committee  submitted  the  proposal  to  the  County  Council  for 
its  review.”1  The  City  also  modified  its  proposal  to  eliminate  its 
previous  system  of  checking  on  the  adequacy  of  taxicab  insurance  in 
favor  of  the  existing  civil  and  criminal  penalties  imposed  for  under- 
insurance. 


The  County's  review  continued  over  many  months,  as  the  County 
Council  also  considered  adopting  similar  regulatory  changes.  Agreement 
appeared  likely  during  the  first  part  of  1979;  the  City  and  King  County 
Councils  were  reportedly  expected  to  pass  identical  measures  by  mid- 
April.  But  the  County  Council's  views  were  changing.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Operations,  Police  and  Judiciary  Committee  (OPJ,  which  oversees  taxi 
regulatory  issues  in  the  County)  had  advocated  following  Seattle's  lead 
on  taxi  regulation,  since  the  lion's  share  of  County  taxi  business  was 
in  the  City.  By  1979,  a new  OPJ  Committee  chairman  had  been  appointed, 
and  he  found  the  City's  proposed  revisions  to  be  too  drastic  for  whole- 
sale adoption  in  the  County.  The  reciprocal  licensing  arrangement 
between  the  City  and  the  County  had  already  enabled  numerous  City- 
licensed  operators  to  obtain  County  permits  without  proving  the  need  for 
additional  service.  (On  the  other  hand,  the  County  reportedly  had 
thirty  authorized  but  unused  licenses  of  long  standing.) 

^The  potential  for  confusion  was  also  emphasized  by  the  Port  District 
in  its  review  of  the  City  proposals  for  consideration  of  their  impact 
on  airport  taxi  operations.  The  Port  advocated  the  need  for  uniform 
pricing  and  licensing  provisions  between  the  City  and  the  County. 
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In  the  meantime,  the  City  began  taking  applications  for  48 
taxicab  licenses  that  had  not  been  renewed  on  their  annual  expiration 
date.  The  City  announced  its  intention  to  distribute  the  licenses  by 
lottery  if  more  than  48  qualified  applications  were  received.  Rule 
R-2-59866  was  formulated  in  February  to  regulate  the  lottery  proce- 
dures. A large  file  of  applications  was  reportedly  collected. 

Finally,  the  two  Councils  reached  their  decisions.  Both 
adopted  open  rate  setting  allowing  operators  to  charge  what  they  wished 
but  requiring  them  to  file  their  rates.  Some  County  Councilers  wondered 
if  even  open  rate  setting  was  not  too  radical  a departure  from  past 
regulatory  practice,  but  also  thought  that  the  dual -metering  proposal 
would  work  a financial  hardship  on  operators.  As  originally  proposed, 
operators  could  change  their  filed  rates  only  twice  a year,  in  February 
and  August.  The  two  Councils  later  agreed  jointly  to  permit  two  addi- 
tional times  for  rate  changes,  in  May  and  November;  thus  the  new  pro- 
visions allowed  four  rate  changes  per  year.  The  new  rate  regulations 
were  scheduled  to  go  into  effect  in  the  City  on  June  15,  1979  and  in 
the  County  on  May  17,  1979. 

The  major  difference  between  the  two  jurisdictions'  revisions 
was  that  the  City  adopted  open  entry  while  the  County  decided  to  retain 
its  public  convenience  and  necessity  certification  requirement  for  one 
year  in  order  to  evaluate  the  City's  experience  with  open  entry  before 
embarking  on  it  itself.  The  County's  action  in  permitting  variable 
rates  but  retaining  closed  entry  was  criticized  by  open  entry  advocates 
as  inviting  monopoly  pricing.  If  the  County  failed  to  change  its 
"sunset  clause"  provision,  the  new  ordinance  provided  for  open  entry  to 
go  into  effect  after  May  of  1980. 


4.1.4  Institutional  Views 

Events  and  controversies  relating  to  taxi  regulatory  matters 
and  revisions  tended  to  polarize  attitudes  among  regulators  and  operators. 
The  preceding  chronology  of  the  revision  process  illustrates  these 
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developments®  The  attitudes  of  these  two  key  groups  are  summarized  below. 
The  general  public  tended  not  to  be  involved  in  the  regulatory  revision 
process,  although  press  coverage  of  the  events  undoubtedly  influenced 
public  opinion. 

4.1. 4.1  Regulators 

The  original  concern  of  Seattle’s  regulators  with  the  need  for 
revised  licensing  code  policies  was  broader  than  a specific  concern  with 
taxi  regulation.  Formulation  of  these  policies  drew  upon  "free  enterprise" 
economic  principles  subscribed  to  by  the  key  individuals  advocating  license 
reform.  City  staff  were  convinced  of  the  validity  of  their  free  market 
economic  theories  as  appropriate  goals  for  regulatory  policy.  Elected 
officials  were  also  confident  of  the  political  value  of  this  reform 
orientation.  It  should  be  noted  that  local  transportation  — and  para- 
transit  — planners  were  not  heavily  involved  in  the  process.  In  fact,  the 
regulatory  changes  were  championed  by  a very  few  key  individuals. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  both  the  regulators  and  the 
operators  proposed  the  same  basic  objective:  to  help  the  Seattle  taxi 

industry  which,  both  agreed,  had  fallen  upon  hard  times.  But  while  the 
revisers  argued  that  the  industry  could  only  be  revived  by  the  introduction 
of  new  operators  and  concepts,  the  industry  contended  that  higher  fares  and 
restrictions  on  supply  were  the  only  remedies  to  save  their  dwindling 
revenues • 


The  controversies  which  developed  out  of  the  rate  review  hearings 
of  the  I970”s  tended  to  strengthen  the  revisers’  convictions.  The 
difficulty  of  determining  an  equitable  rate  structure  in  the  face  of 
inadequate  (or  inaccurate)  data  was  emphasized  in  the  context  of  the  1976 
rate  review.  Operators'  unwillingness  or  inability  to  supply  the  needed 
data  testified  — so  the  regulators  thought  --  to  their  ulterior  motives, 
or  their  outright  ignorance  of  sound  business  practices. 
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4. 1.4.2  Operators 


Operator  attitudes  toward  the  regulators  had  worsened  similarly. 
The  operators  cited  their  loss  of  revenue  as  a result  of  free  fare 
transit  in  downtown  Seattle  and  the  Denny  Regrade  area  as  well  as  the 
1978  denial  of  renewal  for  many  taxi  licenses  for  failing  to  meet 
minimum  operating  requirements  as  evidence  of  the  City's  insensitivity 
to  their  problems.  The  City's  apparent  disregard  for  their  losses  in 
terms  of  decreased  license  values  as  a result  of  open  entry  was  con- 
sidered equally  arbitrary.  In  this  highly  charged  atmosphere,  forceful 
rhetoric  was  not  uncommon.  The  operators  judged  City  staff  and  offi- 
cials as  dangerously  ignorant  of  the  taxi  business  and  charged  that  they 
were  using  the  Seattle  industry  as  guinea  pigs  in  a potentially  disas- 
trous experiment.  Threats  of  service  stoppage,  lawsuits  and  outright 
violence  were  occasionally  heard. 

Although  a considerable  number  of  local  drivers  reportedly 
favored  open  entry  as  the  means  by  which  they  could  begin  their  own  taxi 
business,  an  organization  was  formed  to  represent  the  Seattle  industry 
unilaterally  --  reportedly  for  the  first  time  --  and  to  fight  the 
proposed  changes.  The  organized  industry  achieved  some  noteworthy 
efforts.  A consultant  report  commissioned  by  the  Washington  Taxicab 
Association  produced  a surprisingly  objective  analysis  of  the  local 
industry's  troubles  and  the  potential  uses  of  regulatory  revision.  Its 
criticisms  of  the  City's  methodology  for  determining  the  effect  of  fare 
increases  on  revenues  were  apparently  taken  into  serious  consideration 
by  the  City's  economists.  The  Association  also  appealed  in  June  of  1978 
to  the  Washington  State  Utilities  and  Transportation  Commission  for  it 
to  assume  regulatory  authority  over  local  taxi  operations.  Whether  or 
not  the  Association  will  petition  again  to  the  WUTC  is  still  pending. 
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4.2 


Provisions  of  Revised  Seattle  Regulatory  Code  (Compared 
with  Former) 


Table  4.1  provides  a point-by-point  comparison  of  the  1979  Seattle 
city  taxicab  ordinance  with  code  provisions  previously  in  effect.  The 
following  paragraphs  discuss  the  changes  brought  about  by  these  newest  code 
provisions.  Provisions  included  by  the  1977  interim  legislation  are 
highlighted.  The  salient  features  of  the  previous  code  were  discussed  in 
Section  3.2. 

4.2.1  Overview 


The  major  changes  brought  about  by  the  new  City  of  Seattle 
ordinance  governing  taxicabs  are: 

• Additional  licenses  are  to  be  issued  to  qualified  applicants 
where  previously  the  total  number  of  licenses  was  limited  by 
population  ratio.  The  1977  legislation  froze  the  total  number  of 
licenses  at  the  level  issued  and  in  effect  in  February  1977. 

• The  minimum  operating  requirement  for  license  renewals  of  10 
miles  per  day  for  230  days  of  the  preceding  year  has  been  deleted. 

• The  standard  rate  of  fare  has  been  replaced  by  open  rate  setting 

wherein  individual  owner-operators  or  affiliations  file  their  own 
rates  and  may  change  them  up  to  four  times  a year:  in  February, 

May,  August  and  November. 

• Vehicle  and  equipment  safety  inspections  are  required  at  least 
annually  as  well  as  in  response  to  complaints  or  observation, 
where  previously  they  were  only  required  from  time  to  time  after 
the  initial  inspection.  The  physical  equipment  items  requiring 
inspection  and  certification  are  increased  significantly. 
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Table  4.1 

COMPARISON  OF  PREVIOUS  AND  REVISED  SEATTLE  TAXI  CODES 


Page  1 of  4 


Key:  S.  = Section 

Director  = Director 

Issue 

Statement  of  Purpose 


Taxicab  Defined 


Taximeter  Defined 


License  Fees  § Expiration 


Permit  - Numerical 
Limitation 


Permit  Application 


Permit  Transfer 


*As  amended  in  Ordinances 
tEffected  by  1977  interim 


DLCA  = City  Department  of  Licenses  L.C.  = License  Code 

of  DLCA  and  Consumer  Affairs 


Old  Code  (Ordinance  59866)* 
Not  included. 


Every  motor  vehicle  having  a seating 
capacity  of  9 passengers  or  less, 
used  for  transportation  of  passengers 
for  hire  to  destinations  of  their 
choosing  for  a metered  fee  (S.l(b)) 

...Any  instrument  or  device  by  which 
the  charge  for  hire  of  a passenger- 
carrying vehicle  is  mechanically  or 
electrically  measured  or  calculated 
based  on  distance  or  waiting  time 
or  both . (S. 1 (c) ) 

Taxicabs  $100;  reciprocal  King  Co. 
licenses  $25.  License  expires 
August  31.  (S. 2 , S.238  L.C.)t 

The  number  of  taxicab  vehicles 
authorized  is  limited  to  the 
number  of  permits  issued  and  in 
effect  on  the  effective  date  of 
this  ordinance,  provided  that  King 
Co.  reciprocal  licenses  may  be 
obtained.  ( S . 3) T 

Permit  required;  must  provide 
information  on  the  ownership, 
identification,  company  vehicle 
number,  the  name  under  which  the 
vehicle  is  to  be  operated,  dis- 
tinguishing color  scheme  or  logo, 
and  the  number  of  days  and  the 
mileage  for  each  day  of  operation 
for  the  preceding  year  (for 
renewals).  (S.2) 

Schedule  of  rates  and  insurance 
policy  to  be  filed  with  Director. 

(S. 2 (A) ) 

Transfer  of  a permit  to  another 
person  or  vehicle  only  upon 
approval  of  DLCA  Director,  pro- 
vided that  a permit  issued  for  the 
operation  of  a taxicab  may  be 
transferred  to  another  vehicle 
which  has  been  previously  inspected 
and  approved  by  the  Director  as  a 
standby  vehicle,  and  that  nothing 
herein  shall  prevent  the  holder  of 
a taxicab  permit  from  leasing  such 
taxicab. . . for. . .operation . (S . 2 (D) ) 


New  Code  (Ordinance  108196) 

To  require  owners  of  taxicabs  to 
obtain  licenses  in  order  to  insure 
that  persons  operate  safe  vehicles 
and  obtain  public  liability  insurance 
for  the  protection  of  the  public, 
and  conduct  the  taxicab  business  in 
a fair  and  reasonable  manner. 

Any  motor  vehicle  which  carries 
passengers  for  hire,  where  the  route 
and  destination  is  controlled  by  the 
customer,  and  the  fare  based  on  an 
amount  recorded  on  a meter.  (S.501) 

Device  which  records  and  indicates 
charges  calculated  according  to  distance 
...and  other  rates  or  charges  as  are 
not  prohibited  by...  Code.  (S.501) 


$60  per  year;  licenses  expire 
August  31.  (S.503) 


Numerical  limit  deleted. 


License  required;  information  required 
same  EXCEPT  days/year  and  miles/day 
deleted.  (S.505) 


Application  on  form  prescribed  by 
Director.  (Rule  505.1) 


Transfers  not  covered. 


102637(10/73),  106189(2/77),  107095(1/78),  and  107351(5/78). 
legislation. 
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Table  4.1,  continued 


Page  2 of  4 


Issue 


Minimum  Operating 
Requirement 


Shareholders ' 

Identification 

Required 


Equipment 


Vehicle  and 

Equipment 

Inspections 


Insurance 


Old  Code  (Ordinance  59866)* 

No  permit  shall  be  issued  for  a 
second  or  succeeding  year  unless  the 
cab  was  operated  at  least  10  miles 
a day,  230  days  of  the  preceding 
year,  provided  that  the  Director 
may  waive  this  requirement  for  good 
cause.  (S.2(G)) 

Each  application  for  a permit  by  a 
corporation  shall  include  the  names 
and  address  of  all  shareholders  of 
such  corporation.  (S. 2-i) 

Inspected  and  approved  taximeter 
required  (S.6);  seat  belts 
required  (S.14-b). 


Taximeters  to  be  inspected  at 
least  annually.  The  Director  has 
the  right  to  inspect  meters  at 
any  time.  (S.9) 

Vehicle  inspection  required  prior 
to  service  and  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Director.  (S.14) 

Minimum  safety  requirements 
specified  in  Rule  5. 

Applicant  must  furnish  the 
Director  with  a copy  of  the 
policy  of  public  liability 
insurance  which  specifies 
minimum  coverage  as  prescribed 
by  R . C . W. **46 . 72 . City  of 
Seattle  must  be  indemnified 
and  named  as  additional  insured. 
(S . 2 (B) ) 

For  hire  vehicle  permit  showing 
evidence  of  insurance  must  be 
carried  on  vehicle  at  all  times. 
(S.13) 

Self-insurance  not  specifically 
covered. 


New  Code  (Ordinance  108196) 

Minimum  operating  requirement  deleted. 


Not  specifically  required. 


Each  vehicle  must  have  a taximeter, 
a top  light,  and  a flag  (or  similar 
device)  indicating  whether  the 
taxi  is  engaged  (S.523);  seat  belts 
also  required.  (S.525-F) 

Same.  (S.506B) 


Vehicle  inspections  at  least 
annually  and  from  time  to  time 
and  in  response  to  complaints. 
Equipment  safety  standards  speci- 
fied in  Rule  506A1-3. 


Applicant  must  comply  with  RCW** 
46.72,  with  proof  consisting  of 
State  For-Hire  vehicle  certification. 
Additionally,  insured  must  maintain 
an  uninsured  motorist  policy  which 
runs  to  benefit  of  the  passenger. 

City  of  Seattle  need  not  be  named 
as  an  insured.  Self-insurance 
under  RCW  46.29.630  permitted. 

(S. 507) 


Rates 


Unlawful  to  charge  any  rate  but: 
90t  for  the  first  1/7  mile;  10(1 
for  each  additional  1/7  mile;  12 
for  every  minute  of  waiting  time; 
20f  for  each  additional  passenger 
beyond  the  first.***  (S.4) 

Rates  must  at  all  times  be  calcu- 
lated by  taximeter.  (S.7) 

Improper  fare  charge,  upon  con- 
viction, shall  result  in 
suspension  of  For-Hire  Driver's 
License  for  6-12  months.  (S.16) 


Operators  may  set  own  rates  to  be 
filed  with  Director.  Rates  may  be 
changed  by  filing  a new  rate  schedule 
with  the  Director.  If  a meter 
adjustment  is  required,  the  rate 
becomes  effective  for  each  taxicab 
affected  when  the  cab  meter  is 
approved,  but  no  sooner  than  30 
days  after  filing  the  new  rate. 

All  cabs  affected  by  the  rate 
change  must  have  meters  adjusted 
within  90  days.  (S. 510-512) 

Unlawful  to  charge  any  customer  an 
amount  different  than  a fare  filed 
with  DLCA,  or  different  than  the 
contract  rate.  (S.5251) 


*As  amended  in  Ordinances  102637(10/73),  106189(2/77),  107095(1/78),  and  107351(5/78). 

**Revised  Code  of  the  State  of  Washington. 

***Enacted  by  temporary  fare  increase  in  1976  (Ordinance  105729) , and  extended  for  six-month  increments 
via  Ordinances  106178(2/77);  106609(7/77);  107144(1/78),  and  107918(12/78). 
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Table  4.1,  continued 


Page  3 of  4 


Issue 

Posting  Rates 

Contract  Rates 
Routing 

License  Plates 


Receipts 


Notice  to  Passengers 


Trip  Sheets 


Luggage 


*As  amended  in  Ordinances 
tEffected  by  1977  interim 


Old  Code  (Ordinance  59866)* 

Each  cab  must  conspicuously  display 
in  the  passenger  compartment  the 
name  and  number  of  the  cab  and  rates 
of  fare,  in  a form  approved  by  the 
Director.  (S.5) 

Rates  pursuant  to  a written  contract 
may  differ  from  standard  rates. 

(S. 4) t 

Driver  must  take  most  direct  route 
to  carry  passenger  safely  to  his 
destination.  (S.17) 

Not  covered  in  Motor  Vehicles  for 
Hire;  included  in  License  Code. 


On  request  of  passenger,  a receipt 
shall  be  issued  showing  driver's 
name  and  for-hire  license  number; 
the  date,  time  and  place  of  origin 
and  dismissal;  fare  paid,  number 
of  passengers  paying,  and  any  other 
items  for  which  a charge  is  made. 

(S . 1 3) 


Not  included. 


Accurate  daily  trip  sheet  for  each 
shift  must  be  kept  on  file  5 years 
and  be  open  for  inspection  by  the 
Director.  Trip  sheets  must  show: 
driver's  name  and  for-hire  driver 
license  number;  the  company  name 
and  vehicle  number;  the  date,  time 
and  place  of  origin  and  dismissal 
of  each  trip,  the  fare  paid,  number 
of  passengers  paying,  and  other 
items  for  which  a charge  is  made; 
time  and  mileage  at  the  beginning 
and  ending  of  each  shift.  (S.13) 

Incidental  passenger  luggage  to  be 
carried  free  of  charge.  (S.25) 

Baggage  conveyed  for  a fee  shall 
be  ticketed  with  a check  or  receipt, 
the  duplicate  of  which  is  to  be 
given  to  the  customer.  (S.25) 


New  Code  (Ordinance  108196) 
Same . 

Compliance  to  be  checked  at  least 
annually.  (S.506C) 


Rates  pursuant  to  a written  contract 
may  differ  from  filed  rates.  (S.514) 


Basically  unchanged,  except  passenger 
may  authorize  deviation  as  part  of 
shared-ride  fare.  (S.525-J) 

Seattle  taxicab  plates  required.  (S.520) 

Illegal  to- operate  unlicensed  vehicle, 
or  vehicle  whose  Seattle  taxicab 
license  is  not  attached  properly. 
(S.525A.B) 

Each  licensee  shall  provide  a 
customer  with  a receipt  when 
requested,  which  shall  include  the 
name  of  licensee  and  taxicab 
license  number,  signature  of 
driver  and  for-hire  driver's 
license  number;  date,  time,  and 
place  of  origin  and  dismissal; 
and  an  itemized  list  of  charges 
and  total  fare  paid.  (S.521) 

A notice  to  passengers  must  be 
displayed  in  the  cab's  interior, 
indicating  that  a receipt  will  be 
issued  upon  request,  and  noting 
the  address  and  phone  number  of 
DLCA  to  refer  complaints.  (S.522) 

Trip  sheets  requirement  removed. 

Unlawful  to  falsify  any  record, 
document,  or  information  required 
to  be  kept  or  submitted  to  the 
Director  by  this  title,  rule  or 
regulation.  (S.525C) 


Same.  (S.524) 


Nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall 
prohibit. . .use  (of)  taxicabs  for 
transporting  packages  for  hire. 
(S. 524(B)) 


102637(10/73),  106189(2/77),  107095(1/78),  and  107351(5/78). 
legislation. 
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Table  4.1,  continued 


Page  4 of  4 


Issue 


Unlawful  Acts** 


Reciprocal  Provisions 


For-Hire  Vehicle 
Driver's  License 
Required 


Common  Carriage 


Penalties 


Old  Code  (Ordinance  59866)* 


New  Code  (Ordinance  108196) 


Engage  in  taxi  business  without 
first  obtaining  a permit  from  the 
DLCA  (S. 2) 

Pick  up  additional  passengers 
without  the  express  consent  of 
the  first  passenger.  (S.4) 

Drive  a taxicab  without  using  a 
taximeter  to  calculate  the  fare, 
or  to  charge  any  other  fare  than 
that  based  on  the  meter.  (S.7) 
Change  the  size  of  gears  in  the 
taximeter,  or  the  tires  of  a cab, 
or  the  taximeter,  without 
inspection  and  approval  by  the 
DLCA.  (S.10) 

Misleading  positioning  of  meter 
flag  prohibited.  (S.ll) 

Leave  unattended,  make  repairs 
to,  or  wash  a vehicle  while  in  a 
taxistand.  (S.23) 


Employ  as  driver 'or  authorize  to 
operate  a taxicab  a person  who  does 
hot  have  a For-Hire  Driver's  License 
issued  by  Seattle  or  King  County. 

Drive  or  authorize  to  be  driven  a 
taxicab  not  licensed  and  equipped  and 
in  safe  condition;  use  a trade  name  or 
color  scheme  which  conflicts  with  any 
other  name,  scheme  or  identification 
or  which  tends  to  deceive  the  public 
or  was  not  approved  by  the  Director; 
operate  a cab  without  a taximeter,  or 
without  a meter  seal,  or  with  a meter 
which  has  been  tampered  with  (including 
changing  the  size  of  tires) ; activate 
the  meter  when  the  cab  is  unemployed; 
fail  to  activate  the  meter  except  for 
contract  trips;  fail  to  have  properly 
working  top  light  and  flag;  fail  to 
post  rates  and  other  information  as 
required;  use  taxistands  for  other 
than  the  purpose  of  waiting  for 
passengers;  and  operate  a cab  after 
90  days  of  filing  of  a new  rate 
unless  the  taximeter  has  been  adjusted 
and  approved.  (S.525) 


On  adoption  of  reciprocal  pro- 
visions by  the  County,  holders 
of  valid  King  County  taxicab 
licenses  shall  upon  application  in 
accordance  with  this  ordinance  be 
issued  a Seattle  taxicab  license. 

(S.3)  t 

Unlawful  to  drive  a taxicab,  or  allow 
another  person  to  drive  a taxicab, 
without  holding  a valid  For-Hire 
Driver's  License.  (S.15) 

License  shall  be  revoked  and  licen- 
see not  granted  a new  license  for  1 
year  upon  conviction  of  driving  a cab 
when  intoxicated  or  under  the 
influence  of  narcotics.  (S.21) 

Unlawful  for  driver  to  refuse  to 
accept  as  a passenger  any  person  of 
proper  deportment  who  requests  a 
ride  when  the  cab  is  unemployed.  (S.22) 

Violation  or  failure  to  comply 
constitutes  a misdemeanor;  con- 
viction shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  up  to  $300,  or  imprisonment 
for  a period  up  to  90  days,  or 
both. 


Suspended  pending  adoption  of  open 
entry  in  King  County. 

A taxicab  license  may  be  denied,  sus- 
pended, or  revoked  for  violation  of 
King  County  or  Port  of  Seattle 
ordinances  or  regulations.  (S.527) 

Basically  unchanged;  specifically 
mentions  Seattle  and  King  County 
For-Hire  Driver's  Licenses  as 
being  required.  (S.525-D) 


Same.  (S.525-K) 


Not  specified  in  license  code. 


*As  amended  in  Ordinances  102637(10/73),  106189(2/77),  107095(1/78),  and  107351(5/78). 

**In  addition  to  those  specified  under  particular  sections  above  or  below. 
tEffected  by  1977  interim  legislation. 
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• Applicant  must  comply  with  RCW  46.72,  with  proof  consisting  of 
State  For-Hire  certification;  policy  need  not  be  filed  with  DLCA 
insured  must  maintain  an  uninsured  motorist  policy  which  runs  to 
benefit  of  the  passenger;  the  City  of  Seattle  need  not  be  named 
as  additional  Insured;  self-insurance  is  also  permitted.  (State 
minimum  coverage  requirements  exceed  those  of  previous  Seattle 
codes . ) 

• Requirement  to  keep  trip  sheets  is  removed,  but  it  is  made 
unlawful  to  falsify  any  record,  document,  or  information 
required  to  be  kept  or  submitted  to  the  Director. 

• Changes  in  required  equipment,  including  addition  of  top  light 
and  flag. 

The  DLCA  Director  retains  the  authority  to  establish  rules  and 
regulations  consistent  with  and  necessary  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
ordinance.  The  major  changes  effected  by  the  new  rules  are: 

• Extension  of  minimum  equipment  safety  requirements. 

• Provision  for  rate  filing  on  DLCA  forms  and  designation  of 
affiliation  representative  authorized  to  file  rates. 

• Requirement  that  taximeter  register  "extras"  where  extra 
passenger  charges  are  collected. 

• Requirement  for  posting  of  rates  and  notice  to  passengers  on 
standardized  forms  within  the  taxi  vehicle. 
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4.2*2 


Specific  Provisions  of  Revised  City  Ordinance 


4. 2. 2.1  License  Application  and  Issuance 

The  revised  ordinance  removes  the  numerical  limitation  on  total 
Seattle  taxi  licenses  thereby  opening  entry  to  new  applicants.  Changes  to 
the  For-Hire  Driver's  License  Code  requirements  are  in  process  within  DLCA. 
Currently,  applicant  qualifications  include  proof  of  compliance  with  the 
Revised  Code  of  the  State  of  Washington  (RCW)  46.72  relating  to  financial 
responsibility.  Such  proof  is  to  consist  of  State  For-Hire  certification 
and  compliance  with  liability  insurance  coverage  requirements.  Provision 
is  made  for  the  Director  to  require  financial  records  or  other  information 
to  be  kept  or  submitted  on  request. 

4. 2. 2. 2 Rates  of  Fare 


The  primary  change  in  taxi  rate  structure  is  the  replacement  of 
the  previous  standard  rate  (as  amended  on  a temporary  basis  in  1976  and 
subsequently  extended)  by  an  open  rate  setting  policy.  Operators  may 
charge  their  own  rates  and  must  file  these  rates  with  the  DLCA  Director. 
Rates  may  be  changed  up  to  four  times  per  year  (in  February,  May,  August 
and  November)  and  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  their  effective  date. 
Meters  must  be  recalibrated  within  ninety  days.  Rates  must  be  posted 
inside  the  taxicab  on  a standardized  card.  Contract  rates  which  differ 
from  those  filed  are  also  permitted  but  are  not  required  to  be  filed  with 
the  DLCA. 

4. 2. 2. 3  Equipment  Specifications  and  Inspection  Requirements 

The  new  ordinance  modifies  taxicab  equipment  requirements 
slightly,  adding  requirements  for  a top  light  and  flag  or  similar  device 
to  denote  when  the  cab  is  or  is  not  engaged.  Minimum  requirements  for 
equipment  to  be  maintained  in  a safe  condition  have  been  extended  to 
include : 
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• exhaust  system  integrity 

• serviceable  spare  tire  and  jack 

• structural  integrity  of  body  members 

• brake  and  clutch  foot  pads 

• speedometer  in  working  order 

• adequate  steering  and  suspension  systems 

Seat  belts  are  also  required  in  both  the  front  and  rear  seats  of  the  taxi 
vehicle  (Rule  506. A. 2). 

The  frequency  of  taxi  vehicle  safety  inspections  is  stepped  up 
to  at  least  annually  as  well  as  from  time  to  time  as  determined  by  the 
Director  in  response  to  complaints  received  or  observations  that  such 
inspection  is  necessary  or  desirable.  Inspection  requirements  for  taxi- 
meters are  substantially  unchanged.  The  requirement  to  post  taxicab  rates 
is  currently  substantially  the  same  in  the  new  code  as  previously,  but 
provision  is  made  in  the  new  one  for  annual  inspections  to  insure  comp- 
liance with  this  requirement.  Subsequent  revisions  to  the  rate  posting 
requirements  are  anticipated. 

4. 2. 2. 4 Other  Requirements 

The  new  code  permits  drivers  to  deviate  from  the  most  direct 
route  (i.e.,  permits  shared  riding)  at  the  passenger’s  authorization. 

While  both  codes  require  issuance  of  receipts  at  the  passenger’s  request, 
the  new  code  specifies  that  a notice  to  passengers  be  posted  in  the  vehicle 
notifying  them  of  their  right  to  request  a receipt.  The  notice  is  also  to 
present  the  address  and  telephone  number  of  the  DLCA  for  referral  of  passenger 
complaints. 


The  previous  code's  reciprocity  provisions  with  King  County  — taxicabs 
licensed  by  either  the  City  or  the  County  could  obtain  the  second  jurisdic- 
tion’s license  for  an  additional  $25  — were  removed  because  the  County 
decided  to  delay  adoption  of  an  open  entry  policy  for  one  year.  The  revised 
City  code  retains  a reduced  fee  for  a Seattle  license,  however,  which  at 
$60,  approximates  one-half  of  the  combined  fee  under  reciprocity. 
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The  new  code  provides  for  denial,  suspension  or  revocation  of 
a Seattle  taxicab  license  for  violation  of  King  County  or  Port  of 
Seattle  ordinances  or  regulations. 

4.2.3  King  County  Regulations 

4. 2. 3.1  Entry  Requirements 

The  major  difference  between  the  regulatory  changes  adopted  by 

the  City  and  the  County  is  that  the  County  ordinance  includes  a new 

section  continuing  the  sufficiency  of  need  for  service  requirement  for 

one  year  from  its  effective  date.1  That  is,  license  applicants  continue 

to  be  required  to  show  that  there  is  a bona  fide  need  for  added  taxicab 

service  in  the  unincorporated  area.  Thus  the  clause  providing  for 

County  licensing  of  valid  City  of  Seattle  licensees  for  an  additional 

$25  until  joint  or  reciprocal  enforcement  and  licensing  is  formally 

adopted,  is  deleted.  The  fee  for  new  and  renewal  licenses  is  changed  to 

$60.00.  A second  new  section  provides  that  the  King  County  Council 

review  the  ordinance  no  later  than  one  year  after  its  effective  date  to 

2 

consider  and  act  upon  any  proposed  amendments. 

4. 2. 3. 2 Rate  Regulations 


Like  the  City,  the  County  replaces  its  previous  standard  rate 
of  fare  (which  had  been  set  in  conformance  with  that  established  by  the 
City  on  a temporary  basis  in  1976  and  subsequently  extended)  with  an 
open  rate  setting  policy.  Licensees  or  affiliation  representatives  are 
required  to  file  rates  with  the  PSD  Director  at  least  fifteen  days  prior 
to  their  effective  date.  Rate  changes  may  be  filed  only  during  the 
months  of  February,  May,  August,  and  November.  Rates  filed  must  be 


^ing  County  reportedly  had  some  thirty  authorized  but  unused  taxicab 
licenses  prior  to  regulatory  revision. 

2 

The  King  County  Council  reviewed  the  ordinance  in  May  1980,  and  took  no 
action  to  prevent  discontinuation  of  the  public  need  for  service 
requirements.  These  developments  will  be  reported  on  in  subsequent 
project  documents. 
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identical  with  those  filed  with  other  jurisdictions.  The  County  con- 
tinues to  require  operators  to  post  rates  in  the  interior  of  the  taxicab 
and  prohibit  charging  of  other  rates  except  by  written  contract  for  a 
one-year  period.  (The  need  to  file  a copy  of  the  signed  contract  with 
the  director  of  licenses  at  least  three  working  days  prior  to  service 
commencement  is  deleted.) 

4. 2. 3. 3 Other  Requirements 

The  County  Code  stipulates  that  its  provisions  are  binding 
upon  all  licensees  operating  in  the  unincorporated  areas  of  King  County 
and  in  other  jurisdictions  authorized  to  contract  for  services  with  King 
County  under  authority  provided  in  the  Interlocal  Agreement  Act,  RCW 
39.34.  It  also  provides  that  the  interlocal  agreement  take  precedence 
over  the  provisions  of  the  County  ordinance  where  conflicts  exist. * 

Similarly  to  the  City  Code,  the  revised  King  County  ordinance 
removes  the  seating  capacity  limitation  from  the  definition  of  a taxicab, 
and  the  mechanical  designation  from  that  for  taximeters.  It  also 
deletes  the  minimum  operating  requirement  --  10  miles  per  day,  230  days 
per  year  --  for  renewal  of  licenses.  Provisions  covering  transfer  of  a 
taxi  license  to  another  owner  or  motor  vehicle  are  also  deleted. 

4 . 3 Implementation  of  Changes 

The  following  section  describes  the  changes  in  regulatory 
agency  responsibilities,  administrative  procedures,  and  the  taxi  opera- 
tional environment  effected  by  the  revised  regulatory  code  and  its 
implementation.  It  includes  a brief  discussion  of  the  public  infor- 
mation efforts  undertaken  by  the  City  to  achieve  smooth  implementation 
of  the  new  code.  The  section  closes  with  a discussion  of  problems  which 


For  example,  the  cities  of  Kirkland  and  Bellevue  have  contracted  with 
the  County  to  provide  licensing  and  regulation  of  taxicabs  in  their 
cities  since  1974.  Further  particulars  on  the  interlocal  agreement 
and  its  signatories  will  be  presented  in  subsequent  reports. 
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have  arisen  during  this  implementation  phase®  Note  that  descriptions  of 
pre-revisions  administrative  responsibilities  and  procedures  were  presented 
in  Section  3.2.1® 

4.3.1  Changes  in  Agency  Responsibilities 

The  major  changes  in  regulatory  agency  responsibilties  effected 
by  the  new  Seattle  code  are  described  by  agency  below. 

4 . 3 . 1 . 1 Seattle  City  Council 

The  chief  difference  brought  about  by  the  revised  ordinance  is 
to  remove  Council  from  frequent  periodic  rate  review  and  rate  setting. 

The  requirement  for  public  hearings  to  establish  taxicab  rates  has  also 
been  removed. 

The  delay  of  open  entry  provisions  in  the  new  County  ordinance 
caused  City  Councilman  Revelle  and  other  open  entry  advocates  to  focus  on 
encouraging  County  Councilers  to  achieve  open  entry  when  this  issue  came 
to  a vote  in  April  1980. 

4.3. 1.2  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  (DLCA) 

The  DLCA  had  assumed  major  responsibility  for  licensing  code 
administration  since  its  creation  in  1973.  Reportedly  it  had  already 
begun  in  1978  to  step  up  enforcement  of  existing  code  provisions,  such  as 
the  minimum  operating  requirement.  The  revised  1979  code  added  license 
application  and  issuance,  rate  filing  and  stepped  up  inspection  require- 
ments to  the  DLCA's  responsibilities.  It  also  identified  the  DLCA  as  the 
primary  recourse  for  passenger  complaints.  The  DLCA  Director  retained  the 
authority  to  promulgate  rules  designed  to  achieve  enforcement  of  the  code. 
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4.3. 1.3  Port  of  Seattle 


The  initial  change  in  Port  of  Seattle  responsibilities  came  as  a 
result  of  opening  the  airport  to  all  City-or  County-licensed  permit  applicants 
on  expiration  of  the  exclusive  franchise  contract  with  Airport  Taxi  in 
1977.  Thus  the  Port  became  engaged  in  license  application  and  issuance. 

This  responsibility  was  somewhat  reduced  on  passage  of  the  revised  codes  in 
the  City  and  the  County  since  the  County  delayed  adoption  of  open  entry  for 
one  year.  During  the  one-year  period  (June  1979  through  May  1980)  in  order 
to  avoid  large  increases  in  airport  taxi  operators,  the  Port  issued  airport 
permits  only  to  County-licensed  applicants.  The  Port's  involvement  in 
permit  issuance  will  likely  increase  if  it  accepts  applications  for  airport 
permits  from  new  City-licensed  operators  after  June  1980.  Section  4. 3. 3. 3 
discusses  further  changes  in  the  airport  taxi  operational  environment  and 
administrative  requirements. 

4.3. 1.4  Washington  State  Utilities  and  Transportation  Commission  (WUTC) 

Passage  of  the  revised  City  ordinance  resulted  in  petitions  by 
operator-members  of  the  newly  organized  Washington  Taxi  Association  to  the 
State  Legislature  to  empower  the  State  Utilities  and  Transportation  Commis- 
sion with  responsibility  for  regulation  of  taxicabs  in  Seattle.  A pre- 
liminary hearing  on  this  request  was  held  June  26,  1978  before  the  Washington 
House  of  Representatives  Transportation  Committee,  and  a formal  hearing 
took  place  in  October.  The  taxi  operators  had  expressed  their  intention  to 
appeal  to  the  State  Commission  again,  but  this  decision  was  apparently 
delayed  pending  the  perceived  results  of  regulatory  revision  as  this  report 
was  being  written. 

4.3.2  Changes  in  Administrative  Procedures 

The  major  rule  changes  effected  by  Seattle  regulatory  revisions 
are  described  below.  These  changes  are  summarized  in  Table  4.2. 
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Table  4.2 

ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  COMPARISONS,  DLCA  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


Page  1 of  2 


Subject  Area 


Obsolete  Vehicles 


Cab  Identification 
Card 


Seal  of  Approval 


Taximeters 


Safe  Condition 


Proper  Equipment 


Trip  Sheets 


License  Application 


Old  Rules  (Ord.  No.  59866) 

No  vehicle  over  6 years  of  age,  except 
with  a special  safety  inspection. 

(Rule  1) 

Cab  identification  card  (called  for 
in  ordinance)  shall  be  posted  above 
or  adjacent  to  the  taximeter. 

Letters  and  numerals  must  be  1" 
in  height.  (Rule  2) 

Certificate  of  approval  must  be 
shown  on  taximeter,  and  a lead-wire 
security  seal  bearing  the  City  of 
Seattle  approval  impression. 

Breaking,  removing,  or  defacing 
this  seal  shall  require  reinspection. 
(Rule  3) 

Must  mechanically  record  trips,  units, 
and  extras  accurately.  (Rule  4) 


A taxicab  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in 
safe  and  operable  condition  when 
the  following  minimum  requirements 
have  been  complied  with: 

(a)  An  efficient  and  operable 
windshield  wiper  mechanism; 

(b)  An  adequate  braking  system, 
including  emergency  or 
auxiliary; 

(c)  A complete  lighting  system 
exterior  and  interior,  and 
including  signalling  devices; 

(d)  Rear  view  mirrors; 

(e)  Glass  free  of  breaks,  cracks, 
or  defects,  sufficient  to 
mar  vision; 

(f)  Tires  with  a minimum  tread 
of  l/16th  inch,  and  free 
of  visible  defects. 

(Rule  5) 

Proper  equipment  includes  standard 
equipment  on  the  vehicle  when 
manufactured,  and  shall  be 
replaced  or  repaired  when  it 
becomes  unsightly  or  unsafe. 

(Rule  6)* 

All  taxicab  trip  sheets  shall 
include  accurate  opening  and 
closing  taximeter  readings  for 
each  shift.  (Rule  7) 

Not  included  in  Rules. 


New  Rules  (R-SOO-526,  48022) 
Removed. 


Same.  (Rule  513.1) 


Essentially  the  same. 
(Rule  506. F.l) 


Must  indicate  the  particular 

fare  being  included,  and 

accurately  register  any 

"extras . " 

Same,  with  addition  of: 

(g)  Exhaust  system  integrity; 

(h)  Spare  tire  and  jack; 

(i)  Structural  integrity  of 
body  members ; 

(j)  Brake  and  clutch  pads  -- 
no  exposed  metal  parts; 

(k)  Speedometer  in  working 
order; 

(l)  Adequate  steering  and  sus- 
pension system.  (Rule  506. A. 1) 


Seat  belts  required  in  front 
and  rear  seats  and  for  every 
passenger.  (Rule  506. A. 2) 


No  longer  required.** 


Application  is  to  be  made  on 
the  Vehicle  For-Hire  Taxicab 
Application  prescribed  by  the 
DLCA  Director.  (Rule  505.1) 


*Seat  belts  were  required  for  all  passengers  by  Ordinance  107095(1/78). 

**The  City  Business  Tax  Ordinance  still  requires  that  records  be  kept  for  tax  purposes,  however. 
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Table  4.2 

ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  COMPARISON,  DLCA  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS,  continued 


Page  2 of  2 


Subject  Area 


Old  Rules  (Ord.  No.  59866)  New  Rules  (R-500-526,  48022) 


Insurance 


Not  included  in  Rules 


Rate  Filing 


Not  covered. 


Rate  Posting 


Not  included  in  Rules  . 


Extras 


Not  included  in  Rules. 


Each  applicant  shall  submit  with 
the  application  a Certificate  of 
Insurance  showing  Uninsured 
Motorist  Coverage.  (Rule  507.1) 

Rates  shall  be  filed  pursuant  to 
a form  provided  by  the  Director. 
(Rule  510.1) 

The  representative  authorized  to 
file  rates  for  a group  of  af- 
filiated taxis  shall  mean  the 
President  of  the  service  company 
or  other  bona  fide  representative. 
(Rule  510.2) 

Each  taxi  shall  post  the  rate  of 
fares  on  the  right  rear  window 
of  the  vehicle,  as  close  to  the 
center  post  as  possible. 

(Rule  513.2) 

Rates  shall  be  posted  on  a stand- 
ardized card,  of  specified  size, 
color,  typeface,  thickness  and 
composition  (see  Appendix  D) . 

(Rule  513.4) 

Where  there  is  a charge  for 
additional  passengers,  the  taxi- 
meter shall  be  required  to 
accurately  register  "extras." 

If  no  charge  is  made,  the  mechanism 
must  be  rendered  inoperable  or 
obscured  by  some  means. 

(Rule  513.3) 


89 


4 . 3 a 2 . 1 License  Application 


City  application  procedures  have  not  been  changed  significantly 
with  regulatory  revision,  although  subsequent  revision  of  the  For-Hire 
Driver  License  requirements  has  been  planned  for  1980.  The  forme  used  to 
apply  for  a new  taxi  license  are  specifically  mentioned  in  the  new  code, 
however,  and  are  reproduced  in  Appendix  D.  As  of  April  1,  1980,  the  DLCA 
distributes  written  procedures  to  license  applicants;  see  Appendix  for  a 
copy  of  these  steps. 

The  first  step  in  the  process  is  to  check  the  applicant’s 
distinguishing  color  scheme,  identification,  or  trademark  to  make  sure  they 
do  not  conflict  with  those  of  existing  operators.  Once  the  color  scheme 
has  been  approved,  the  City  issues  a letter  for  the  operator  to  take  to  the 
State  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  to  obtain  a State  For-Hire  Vehicle 
License.  This  license  costs  $5  and  is  issued  to  operators  showing  proof  of 
vehicle  insurance  as  required  by  RCW  46.72.*  Then  the  applicant  applies 
for  a For-Hire  Driver’s  License  from  the  City  (this  step  can  actually  be 
done  before  obtaining  the  State  For-Hire  Vehicle  License).  The  Driver’s 
License  requires  the  applicant  to  furnish  qualifying  evidence  on  the  basis 
of  a physical  examination,  their  state  driving  record  and  a police  record 
check. 


The  final  step  is  application  for  a For-Hire  Taxicab  License  on 
the  form  shown  in  Appendix  D.6,  along  with  filing  of  proposed  rate  informa 
tion,  a copy  of  the  State  For-Hire  certificate,  the  State  motor  vehicle 
registration,  proof  of  uninsured  motorist  coverage,  and  the  color  scheme 
approval.  Then  the  applicant  must  have  the  taxi  vehicle  and  meter 
inspected  to  obtain  the  Seattle  Weights  and  Measure  Section’s  approval  and 
the  sealing  of  the  meter.  DLCA  staff  then  reviews  all  of  this  information 
prior  to  issuing  a license. 


RCW:  Revised  Code  of  Washington 
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4. 3. 2. 2 Fees 


The  new  fee  for  a Seattle  For-Hire  Taxicab  License  is  $60  per 
year,  prorated  to  $30  for  periods  of  six  months  or  less.  The  license 
fee  was  reduced  from  $100  to  $60  for  the  one-year  period  prior  to 
adoption  of  open  entry  by  King  County.  That  is,  the  previous  fee  for 
both  City  and  County  licenses  was  $125  ($100  for  the  first  jurisdic- 
tion's license  plus  $25  for  the  second);  $60  for  each  license  was 
adopted  as  a reasonable  compromise.  City  resolution  requires  that 
licensing  fees  cover  all  of  the  direct  costs  of  licensing  administra- 
tion. Substantiating  studies  may  be  undertaken  by  the  City  some  time 
in  the  future  to  determine  whether  the  fees  actually  cover  these  costs 
and  the  fees  adjusted  if  necessary. 

Seattle  Taxicab  Plates  are  issued  with  each  taxicab  license 
for  attachment  to  the  taxi  vehicle.  The  replacement  fee  for  lost, 
stolen  or  destroyed  plates  is  $5.  The  DLCA  is  currently  considering 
doing  away  with  Seattle  taxi  plates,  however.  The  current  proposal  is 
for  the  City  license  to  consist  of  a window  decal,  beginning  on  September  1, 
1980. 

4. 3. 2. 3 Inspections 

The  new  code  requires  taxi  vehicle  inspections  at  least 
annually  in  addition  to  periodic  inspections  in  response  to  compliants 
or  observations  that  inspection  is  in  order.  The  code  also  imposes 
additional  safety  certifications,  as  specified  in  Section  4.2.  Open 
entry  moreover,  presupposes  an  increase  in  the  number  of  initial  vehicle 
inspections  as  new  operators  apply  to  enter  the  Seattle  industry. 

Taximeters  are  also  to  be  inspected  and  approved  by  the  DLCA  Director 
prior  to  commencement  of  operations.  In  addition,  taximeters  are  to  be 
re- inspected  and  approved  following  rate  changes  which  require  a meter 
adjustment,  or  in  case  the  lead-wire  seal  is  damaged  or  broken. 
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These  requirements  tend  to  increase  the  City’s  efforts  in  vehicle 
and  taximeter  inspection.  The  Supervisor  of  the  DLCA  Weights  and  Measures 
Section  (W  & M)  estimates  that  staff  time  for  taxi  vehicle  inspections  has 
increased  from  the  pre-revisions  average  of  15  to  20  person-minutes  per 
inspection  to  about  30  person-minutes.^  The  W & M staff  spend  an  average 
of  50  to  60  person-hours  per  month  in  taxi  inspections  and  spot  checks. 

The  Supervisor  notes  that  the  rate  of  inspection  failure  increased  markedly 
in  1979  (see  Table  4.3),  and  points  out  that  this  is  probably  not  the 
result  of  newer  (and  independent)  operators'  having  lower-grade  cabs  since 
few  new  entrants  had  been  inspected  to  date.  Cabs  failing  the  inspection 
are  marked  with  a large  "REJECTED"  sticker;  operators  are  required  to  re- 
submit such  vehicles  for  inspection  within  ten  days. 

Table  4.3 

RATE  OF  FAILURE  OF  TAXICAB  INSPECTION  ON  FIRST  TRIAL „ CITY  OF  SEATTLE 


Year  % Failing 


1979 

30 

1978 

22 

1977 

19 

1976 

25 

1975 

18 

1974 

22 

The  Supervisor  also  reports  little  correlation  to  date  between  the  size 
of  the  taxi  company,  or  whether  it  is  a new  or  veteran  operator,  and  its 
failure  to  pass  the  inspection. 

Reciprocity  continues  to  be  maintained  between  City  and  County 
inspections.  That  Is,  the  County  will  accept  either  a City  or  County 


Annual  Report,  Seattle  DLCA  Weights  and  Measures  Section,  1979. 
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inspection;  the  City  accepts  only  its  own  inspection  because  its  require- 
ments are  more  comprehensive  than  the  County's.  Such  reciprocity 
results  in  considerable  savings  in  time  to  the  County  and  to  operators 
who  are  licensed  in  both  jurisdictions. 

Passage  of  the  inspection  test  is  evidenced  by  an  approval 
seal  on  the  back  side  of  the  front  rear-view  mirror  and  the  lead-wire 
seal  on  the  meter.  The  approval  seal  on  the  rear-view  mirror  is  color- 
coded  to  indicate  whether  the  meter  has  been  approved  in  the  current 
license  year.  It  also  indicates  the  tire  size,  allowing  a spot  checker 
to  determine  from  a distance  whether  the  tires  have  been  changed.* 

4. 3. 2. 4 Reporting  Requirements 

The  major  change  in  reporting  requirements  effected  by  regu- 
latory revision  is  the  elimination  of  the  requirement  for  operators  to 
keep  trip  sheets.  This  change  may  achieve  a time  savings  for  some 
independent  owner- operators  and  leasee  drivers,  but  employee  drivers 
will  likely  still  be  required  to  keep  trip  sheets  by  their  employer 
company.  Many  operators  maintain  that  trip  sheets  are  necessary  for 
their  accounting  and  tax  purposes  as  well  as  for  their  participation  in 
the  City's  elderly  and  handicapped  scrip  program.  The  trip  sheets  also 
provide  drivers  with  a record  to  use  in  case  of  passenger  complaints  of 
overcharge,  circuitous  routes,  or  long  response  times. 

4.3.3  Changes  in  Taxi  Operational  Environment 

The  only  significant  changes  in  the  Seattle  taxi  operational 
environment  have  been  at  Sea-Tac  International  Airport.  Changes  in  taxi 


Using  a smaller  diameter  tire  results  in  more  revolutions  of  the  axle, 
which  are  counted  by  the  meter  as  more  miles  traveled. 
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stand  locations  and  practice  are  difficult  to  identify,  but  apparently 
negligible.,  * The  City  has  no  single  map  or  location  directory  for  taxi 
stands,  A series  of  maps  showing  parking  meter  locations  frequently 
shows  taxi  stands,  but  the  process  of  extracting  this  information  would 
be  extremely  time  consuming.  (Requests  for  taxi  stands  are  reviewed  by 
the  City  Engineering  Department/Traffic  Division,  and  a decision  made  on 
a case-by-case  basis.) 

Traditionally,  the  major  companies’  cabs  have  had  first  claim 
at  various  downtown  stands  under  a system  whereby  competitor  cabs 
already  on  a stand  would  back  up  to  allow  arriving  cabs  of  one  of  the 
major  companies  to  go  to  the  head  of  the  line.  This  system  has  repor- 
tedly been  ignored  by  the  new  independents,  but  there  has  been  little 
objection  from  the  majors  to  date.  Stand  hail  business  reportedly  makes 
up  only  a small  percentage  of  total  calls.  Smooth  operation  of  taxi 
stands  may  become  an  issue  or  prevailing  practices  may  change  if  com- 
petition increases  under  open  entry,  however.  These  conditions  will  be 
monitored  and  documented  in  subsequent  reports. 

On  October  25,  1979,  the  Port  of  Seatt le/Sea-Tac  Airport  made 
a major  change  in  its  taxi  operating  practices.  Previously,  passengers 
hailed  a cab  waiting  at  one  of  the  four  single-vehicle  stands  located  by 
each  terminal  exit  for  deplaning  passengers.  Problems  resulted  from 
operators  failing  to  advance  to  the  next  open  stand  as  forward  cabs 
departed  and  cruising  cabs  jumping  the  queue  into  open  stands;  these  led 
to  the  new  dispatching  system.  The  new  system,  installed  at  a cost  of 
nearly  $14,000,  uses  telephones  placed  at  four  locations  along  the 
deplaning  roadway.  Passengers  desiring  a taxi  use  the  phone  to  reach 


City  staff  is  currently  studying  the  possibility  of  allowing  for-hire 
cars  (those  charged  by  the  hour)  to  use  taxi  stands;  they  are  presently 
forbidden  from  doing  so.  The  number  of  for-hire  cars  is  small  in 
comparison  to  the  number  of  taxicabs,  however.  Late  in  June  1980, 
the  Taxi  Industry  Liaison  Group  was  discussing  an  appeal  to  the  City  to 
achieve  changes  in  specific  stand  locations  and  capacities.  Such 
changes  will  be  reported  in  subsequent  documents. 
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the  airport's  central  control  center.  A controller  records  the  time  of 
the  call,  the  call  station,  the  size  of  the  patron's  party,  and  any 
additional  remarks.  (See  Appendix  H for  an  example  of  this  log.)  The 
controller  then  dispatches  the  assigned  cab  from  a first-in  first-out 
queue  in  an  airport  taxi  holding  area. 

Controllers  have  closed-circuit  television  surveillance  of  the 
taxi  queue,  which  allows  positive  identification  of  the  trade  name  and 
number  of  the  next  cab  in  line.  This  allows  rapid  and  accurate  assign- 
ment as  well  as  identification  of  a cab  and  whether  it  is  properly 
licensed  to  operate  at  the  airport.  A spokesman  for  the  airport  said 
the  system  is  working  very  well,  and  that  the  incidence  of  "queue 
jumping"  has  been  reduced.  In  addition,  the  spokesman  indicated  that 
drivers  who  have  expressed  opinions  about  the  system  have  been  favorable 
to  it. 


A potential  drawback  of  the  system  is  that  central  controllers 
have  other  duties  than  dispatching  cabs.  They  also  monitor  the  airport's 
automated  guideway  transit  system,  the  noise  monitoring  system,  security, 
the  heating  and  cooling  plant,  and  escalators,  and  handle  any  aircraft- 
related  emergencies.  These  other  responsibilities  could  compete  to  the 
detriment  of  taxi  dispatching,  but  this  has  not  been  a problem  to  date. 

The  additional  cost  for  labor  is  apparently  small,  because  the  controllers 
normally  spend  a considerable  amount  of  time  without  specific  assignment 
other  than  monitoring  status  displays.  In  fact,  some  have  welcomed 
their  taxi  dispatching  tasks  as  a welcome  relief  from  boredom. 

Another  drawback  of  the  system  is  that  the  first  in,  first  out 
operation  of  the  holding  area  queue  militates  against  competition  under 
open  rate  setting.  Although  signs  posted  in  the  deplaning  area  notify 
taxi  passengers  that  open  rate  setting  is  in  effect,  and  even  report 
average  taxi  rates  (see  Appendix  H) , the  onus  is  still  upon  the  passenger 
to  secure  a cab  with  an  acceptable  rate  of  fare.  This  may  mean  rejecting 
the  cab  which  is  sent  up  from  the  holding  area  in  order  to  request 
another  one,  and  this  approach  is  potentially  embarrassing  and  costly  in 
terms  of  passenger  time. 
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4,3.4 


Public  and  Operator  Information  Efforts 


No  formal  public  information  program  about  taxi  services  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  City  of  Seattle,  although  media  and  press  coverage  of  the 
regulatory  revisions  process  have  served  to  highlight  events.  The  City  has 
begun  to  produce  a quarterly  listing  of  taxicab  companies  and  their  rates. 
This  document  is  sent  out  on  request,  but  no  formal  distribution  channels 
are  used  to  disseminate  price  information  on  a regular  basis.  Considera- 
tion has  been  given  to  listing  cab  companies  in  order,  from  the  lowest  to 
the  highest  priced.  While  the  DLCA  is  interested  in  publicizing  the 
revisions  and  their  potential  for  achieving  lower  taxi  fares  and  a wider 
range  of  taxi  services,  the  Director  points  out  that  budgetary  limitations 
preclude  even  a limited  public  information  campaign.  The  County  has  not 
produced  any  public  information  on  taxis. 

The  City  has  established  formal  channels  of  communication 
between  the  DLCA  and  the  taxi  industry,  however.  In  late  January  1980,  the 
DLCA  Director  invited  industry  representatives  to  meet  with  department 
members  to  discuss  the  regulatory  revisions  and  the  proposed  data 
collection  and  evaluation  effort.  Since  that  time  an  ongoing  body  of 
industry  representatives,  the  Taxi  Industry  Liaison  Group  (TILG),  with  an 
elected  five-member  Executive  Committee,  has  continued  to  meet  on  an  ad 
hoc  basis.  These  meetings  are  open  to  all  industry  members  and  are 
regularly  attended  by  DLCA  staff;  they  have  also  been  covered  by  the  print 
and  electronic  media. 

The  chief  foci  of  the  TILG  have  been  the  regulatory  changes  and 
the  data  collection  efforts  to  be  funded  by  an  UMTA  grant.  The  TILG 
provides  an  information  conduit  between  the  industry  and  the  City  to 
facilitate  implementation  of  the  new  regulatory  procedures  and  to  provide 
access  to  essential  industry  data  sources.  The  TILG  also  offers  a forum 
within  which  industry  members  can  discuss  diverse  subjects.  These  have 
included  the  METRO  elderly  and  handicapped  scrip  program,  the  use  of 
meters  or  zone-based  fares  for  shared-riding,  the  location  of  cabstands, 
photograph  ID  cards,  fuel  problems,  and  multi- jurisdictional  taxicab 
regulation. 
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The  TILG  members  were  initially  more  opposed  to  the  prospect 
of  the  data  collection  and  evaluation  efforts.  Reregulation  advocacy 
was  a major  agenda  item.  These  attitudes  have  changed  somewhat  and 
operators  are  currently  in  favor  of  cooperating  with  the  evaluation. 

Efforts  to  achieve  State  regulation  of  taxicabs  are  also  quiesent.  This 
shift  in  attitudes  may  result  in  large  part  from  the  enhanced  communication 
between  the  City  and  taxi  operators  achieved  through  the  Taxi  Industry 
Liaison  Group. 

4.3.5  Problem  Areas 


The  primary  problem  resulting  from  regulatory  revision  to  this 
writing  relates  to  open  rate  setting  and  airport  taxi  operations.  As 
noted,  the  first  in,  first  out  operation  of  the  Sea-Tac  taxi  holding 
area  queue  militates  against  competitive  pricing.  Since  the  burden  is 
on  the  taxi  passenger  to  choose  an  acceptable  rate  and  since  most 
potential  taxi  patrons  at  airports  are  visitors  from  out  of  town  who  are 
likely  to  be  unfamiliar  with  local  regulations  (despite  informational 
notices),  these  patrons  are  particularly  vulnerable  to  abuse. 

During  the  first  month  of  open  rate  setting,  many  operators 
charged  "extras"  for  airport-connected  trips  or  simply  charged  exorbitant 
rates.  Numerous  complaints  from  passengers  resulted.  The  Port  initially 
considered  imposing  an  upper  limit  for  airport  taxi  rates  of  10  percent 
above  the  County  average.  The  vote  on  this  proposal  was  delayed  briefly 
while  the  Commission  investigated  whether  the  Port  had  the  legal  autho- 
rity to  impose  such  a regulation.  The  Commissioners  subsequently  voted 
(in  July  of  1979)  not  to  allow  cab  operators  to  impose  surcharges  at 
Sea-Tac  by  exercising  its  regulatory  authority  to  deny  or  revoke  the 
permits  of  operators  who  did  so. 

It  remains  difficult,  nonetheless,  for  passengers  to  choose 
taxicabs  offering  lower  rates,  and  this  state  of  affairs  not  only 
conflicts  with  one  of  the  major  objectives  for  regulatory  revision,  but 
also  provides  an  attractive  alternative  to  service  innovation.  Airport 
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trips  are  the  traditional  "cream"  of  the  taxi  business.  Although  they  may 
involve  considerable  down  time,  the  operator  incurs  no  mileage  costs  while 
waiting  for  a fare.  And  many  airport-originating  trips  are  long  hauls.  If 
new  operators  (especially  non-radio-dispatched  independents)  can  be  assured 
of  a return  trip  from  the  airport  if  only  they  wait  long  enough,  there  is 
some  incentive  for  them  to  rely  upon  the  airport  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
markets.  The  operator  only  needs  to  determine  a rate  which  is  sufficiently 
high  to  compensate  him  for  the  time  spent  in  the  airport  queue  and  for  his 
deadhead  trips  back  to  the  airport. 

This  formula  pre~supposes  a long  haul  trip  from  the  airport  and 
thus  the  potential  for  short  haul  refusals  increases  with  the  length  of  the 
airport  taxi  queue.  Short  haul  refusals  had  not  become  a major  problem  at 
Sea-Tac  by  this  writing,  but  such  developments  will  be  closely  monitored 
for  future  documentation. 

Public  confusion  and  complaints  in  the  face  of  variable  taxicab 
pricing  had  been  predicted  by  critics  of  regulatory  revision.  This  has  not 
become  a major  problem  in  Seattle,  except  at  the  airport,  even  though  rates 
are  posted  inside  rather  than  on  the  exterior  of  the  taxi  vehicle.  Three 
out  of  the  four  larger  companies  charge  the  same  rate,  however,  as  do  most 
of  the  midsize  operators.  The  majority  of  the  seventy-two  independents 
charge  higher  rates. * 

Another  potential  problem  results  from  the  decrease  in  taxi 
license  (or  medallion)  values  as  a result  of  open  entry.  The  Seattle 
industry  has  traditionally  obtained  vehicle  and  equipment  financing  by 
offering  its  taxi  license  values  as  collateral  to  secure  bank  loans. 

The  loss  of  this  source  of  funds  for  capital  investments  appeared 
potentially  crippling,  but  the  negative  effects  have  been  less  than 
anticipated.  Farwest  Cab  has  approached  the  problem  by  developing  its 


1 


As  of  May  1980. 
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own  capital  replacement  fund,  while  Graytop  has  turned  to  U.S.  General 
Services  Administration  (GSA)  auctions  and  other  sources  of  used  replace- 
ment vehicles  instead  of  purchasing  more  costly  new  taxicabs. 

Finally,  the  local  industry  organized  the  Washington  Taxi 
Association  to  resist  regulatory  revision.  This  association  has  appealed 
to  the  State  to  assume  regulatory  responsibility  (including  a limit  on 
total  licenses)  for  taxi  operations  throughout  Washington.  The  Washington 
Utilities  Transportation  Commission  held  public  hearings  on  this  issue 
in  1978.  The  State  Senate  will  consider  the  issue  during  its  next 
legislative  session  unless  the  operators  withdraw  their  request. 


99 


■ 


100 


5.0 


CONCLUSIONS 


This  final  section  discusses  the  most  important  transferable 
points  of  the  regulatory  revision  experience  in  Seattle  and  identifies 
issues  which  warrant  special  attention  in  future  monitoring  and  analysis. 
The  pre-revisions  information  provided  in  this  report  presents  a baseline 
against  which  to  measure  future  changes,  although  it  is  far  too  early  to 
draw  conclusions  about  the  effects  of  the  new  regulations  at  this  time.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  regulatory  change  process  in  Seattle  offers  insights 
which  may  be  useful  to  other  localities  considering  or  implementing 
regulatory  changes. 

5. 1 Transferable  Implications  for  Other  Areas 


Among  the  transferable  conclusions  of  potential  interest  to  other 
localities  are: 

1.  The  taxi  regulatory  changes  took  a long  time  to  implement  and  required 
a significant  amount  of  the  regulating  authorities'  time.  In  Seattle 
both  technical  and  policy-level  staff  (Council  members,  department 
heads)  spent  significant  portions  of  their  time  dealing  with  the 
regulatory  revisions.  A citizens  committee  was  first  established  to 
consider  the  revision  of  the  taxi  regulatory  code  in  1971,  but  the  final 
revision  ordinance  did  not  pass  Council  until  1979  after  extensive 
study  and  debate,  and  following  signal  interim  code  changes  adopted  in 
1977.  The  cost  of  this  process  to  the  local  taxi  industry  also  should 
not  be  minimized.  The  industry  spent  several  hundred  dollars  per 
vehicle  to  hire  a consultant  to  study  open  entry  and  fares,  and  a 
representative  to  present  their  position  at  Council  hearings.*  Many 
members  of  the  industry  also  spent  significant  portions  of  their  own 
time  in  opposing  the  revisions. 


The  consultant  study  (op.  cit. ) was  performed  by  Applied  Economics 
Associates;  the  industry  representative  was  William  Grady,  Washington 
Taxi  Owners  Association. 


101 


2 


Regulatory  revisions  which  reduced  entry  controls  were  particularly 
controversial  and  elicited  strong  and  sustained  opposition  from  the 
taxi  industry*  As  noted*  the  industry  was  willing  to  spend  a substantial 
amount  of  time  and  money  to  oppose  the  regulatory  changes*  The  resis- 
tance to  open  entry  le4»  reportedly  for  the  first  time  in  recent 
history*  to  a unified  policy  position  for  the  Seattle  taxi  owners  at 

l 

large.  The  industry's  consultant  did  not  find  fault  with  the  City's 
regulatory  arguments  per  se,  although  it  questioned  the  City's  methods 
and  several  specific  points. 

3.  In  contrast  to  the  general  opposition  to  open  entry,  more  Seattle 
operators  supported  open  fare  setting.  The  rapid  pace  of  inflation 
particularly  in  gasoline  prices  prompted  this  approach.  (County 
operators  also  did  not  oppose  removal  of  rate  restrictions.)  The  new 
regulations  allow  operators  more  direct  control  over  the  rates  they 
charge  in  response  to  changing  costs,  competition  or  other  factors. 

Prior  to  regulatory  revisions,  Seattle  rate  hearings  had  often  dragged 
on  for  months,  with  operator's  profit  margins  hanging  in  the  balance 
in  the  meantime.  (Proponents  of  State  regulation  included  standard 
rates  of  fare  among  their  re-regulatory  proposals,  however.) 

4.  Although  taxi  regulation  did  not  stir  much  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  public  in  Seattle,  it  was  nonetheless  a highly  political  issue 
receiving  extensive  media  coverage.  Most  of  the  City  impetus  for 
local  regulatory  revision  was  motivated  by  one  Council  member,  Randy 
Revelle  and  Assistant  Director  for  Licenses  Keith  Kleinhen.  There  was 
also  support  from  the  Seattle  regional  office  of  the  Federal  Trade 
Commission.  There  was  little  organized  advocacy  effort  or  cons- 
tituency among  the  general  public,  however,  and  only  limited  input 
from  local  transportation  planners. 


Most  of  the  support  for  open  entry  came  from  potential  new  operators 
including  drivers  from  existing  firms.  A few  existing  operators  sup- 
ported open  entry,  but  the  majority  unified  against  it. 
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5. 


Early  response  to  open  rate  setting  has  not  included  substantial 
fare  competition  to  date.  The  three  largest  Seattle  companies 
(holding  61  percent  of  all  taxi  licenses)  currently  charge  the  same 
basic  rate.l  On  the  other  hand,  the  majority  of  independents  have 
filed  for  rates  considerably  higher  than  those  charged  by  the 
"majors."  Whether  lower  rate  structures  develop  in  the  future 
remains  to  be  seen.  While  revision  proponents  would  undoubtedly 
like  to  see  some  form  of  fare  competition  develop,  their  opponents 
have  noted  that  the  only  reason  why  public  complaints  have  not  been 
forthcoming  is  that  the  fares  among  the  majors  are  all  the  same. 

6.  Problems  relating  to  variable  pricing  have  arisen  in  connection 
with  taxi  operations  at  Sea-Tac  Airport.  The  airport  chose  to 
retain  controls  over  access  to  its  lucrative  market  by  licensing 
only  County- licensed  operators  during  the  one-year  retention  of 
entry  restrictions  in  the  County.  New  entry  at  the  airport  has 
also  grown  more  slowly  than  in  the  City;  only  about  half  of  all 
County-licensed  cabs  eligible  for  airport  permits  currently  hold 
them.  Demand  for  airport  permits  will  likely  be  affected  once 
the  County  adopts  open  entry,  however,  if  the  airport  becomes 
available  to  licensees  from  both  jurisdictions.  Some  airport 
operators  were  charging  rates  50  percent  or  more  above  the  average, 
on  the  theory  that  business  and  tourist  travellers  are  relatively 
price-insensitive  and  unfamiliar  with  local  rates.  The  Port 
received  a significant  number  of  complaints  regarding  cabs  charging 
high  fares  at  the  airport  and  imposed  restrictions  prohibiting 
extra  charges  to  relieve  the  problem.  The  first  in,  first  out 
operation  of  the  holding  area  queue  continues  to  counteract  compe- 
titive pricing,  however.  Since  cabs  are  dispatched  from  a holding 
queue  it  is  still  awkward  for  a patron  to  request  a cab  and  then 
turn  it  down  for  charging  too  much,  even  though  the  Port  has  posted 
the  average  rate  in  the  waiting  area,  and  noted  that  such  action  is 
entirely  permissible.  Short  haul  refusals  have  not  become  a major 
problem  to  date  but  may  increase  as  more  and  more  operators  obtain 
airport  permits. 


*As  of  May  1980. 
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5.2 


Issues  Meriting  Special  Attention 


Some  issues  which  deserve  special  attention  as  events  unfold 

are : 

Alterations  in  the  taxi  regulatory  environment.  Open  entry  takes 
effect  in  King  County  as  of  June  1980,  so  that  reciprocal  licensing  of 
City  and  County  taxis  may  subsequently  be  reinstituted.  Increasing 
demand  for  airport  permits  may  impel  the  Port  to  consider  additional 
taxi  regulation  at  the  airport.  The  industry  appeal  to  the  Washington 
Utilities  and  Transporation  Committee  to  assume  Statewide  taxi  regula- 
tion is  still  pending.  The  soonest  such  regulation  could  go  into  effect 
would  probably  be  1982,  since  the  State  Legislature’s  next  session  is  in 
1981,  unless  the  operators  withdraw  their  petition.  The  Seattle  opera- 
tional environment  and  operator  opinion  may  have  changed  considerably  by 
that  time.  The  City  is  likely  to  oppose  the  State's  assumption  of  any 
taxi  regulatory  authority > in  any  case. 

Fares  and  profitability.  Taxi  fares  in  Seattle  have  nearly  kept  pace 
with  consumer  prices  throughout  the  1970's.  Varying  responses  to  open 
rate  setting  remain  to  be  seen. 

• Will  fares  continue  to  go  up  and  at  a higher  or  lower  rate  than 
the  general  inflation  rate? 

® Will  different  operators  opt  for  different  basic  fare  structures? 

• How  will  the  public  react  to  variable  rate  setting? 

® How  will  new  entrants  affect  profitability  throughout  the  Seattle 

industry?  Will  any  significant  exit  from  the  industry  take  place? 

Airport  problems.  Port  efforts  to  impose  additional  regulations  on 
entry  and/or  rate  structure  at  the  airport,  either  as  a result  of  County 
adoption  of  open  entry  or  because  of  continued  problems  with  variable 
rates  among  airport  taxis  bear  monitoring. 
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New  services  and  service  competition.  Service  competition  may  develop 
if  the  large  firms  decide  to  segment  and  specialize  in  certain  markets 
or  services,  such  as  shared  riding,  package  delivery,  and  elderly  and 
handicapped  passengers.  To  a certain  extent,  market  segmentation  has 
already  occurred,  but  it  could  become  more  pronounced  in  the  coming 
months.  Contract  rates  have  also  not  been  used  much  yet,  and  could 
become  more  prevalent  if  one  or  more  firms  decided  to  start  promoting 
them. 

Cab  affiliation/organization  and  radio  dispatching.  The  major  companies' 
share  of  total  licensed  taxi  vehicles  has  dropped  slightly  since 
regulatory  revision.  Most  of  the  new  unaffiliated  cabs  do  not  have 
radio  dispatch  services.  This  could  lead  to  new,  loose  cooperatives 
being  formed  to  share  dispatch  or  other  joint  services.  The  continuing 
activities  of  the  Taxi  Industry  Liaison  Group  and  the  Washington  Taxicab 
Association  should  also  be  closely  monitored. 

Vehicle  maintenance  and  safety.  Opponents  of  open  entry  have  contended 
that  it  is  only  a matter  of  time  before  a significant  number  of  newly 
licensed  (or  independently  owned)  taxi  vehicles  begin  to  deteriorate 
and  their  owners  to  lack  the  capital  necessary  for  regular  maintenance. 
Seattle  has  stiffened  its  vehicle  safety  and  inspection  requirements 
considerably  in  order  to  prevent  this  outcome.  Further  evaluation  efforts 
should  continue  to  monitor  vehicle  maintenance  and  safety  records. 
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APPENDIX  A:  RATE  FILINGS  BY  COMPANY  SINCE  REGULATORY 

REVISIONS 

A.  1 City  of  Seattle  Licensees 

A. 2 King  County  Licensees 
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Your 

Seattle  APPendix  kA  CITY  0F  SEATTLE  taxicab  rates 

Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 


L Glenn.  Duectoi  625-2606 

Soanes  Royer  Mayor 


TAXICAB  RATES 


May,  1980  Filing 


Below  is  a list  of  taxi  companies  operating  in  the  City  of  Seattle  and  the  rates 
they  filed  with  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs.  The  rates 
charged  are  set  by  the  individual  cab  companies  and  can  be  changed  during  the 
months  of  February,  May,  August  and  November. 

Explanation  of  Rates: 

The  "Drop  Charge/Distance"  column  shows  the  base  charge  for  a taxi  ride  and  the 
distance  that  charge  will  take  you.  This  charge  will  appear  on  the  meter  when 
you  begin  your  trip. 


The  "Each  Additional  Mile"  column  shows  the  amount  per  mile  you  will  be  charged 
after  traveling  the  distance  covered  by  the  drop  charge. 

The  ''Example  of  Ten  Mile  Fare"  column  shows  how  much  you  would  be  chared  for  a 
ten  mile  trip  so  you  can  simply  compare  cab  rates. 


CAB  NAME 

FLEET 

DROP  CHARGE/ 

EACH  ADDITIONAL 

EXAMPLE  OF 

SIZE 

DISTANCE 

MTT.F 

TEN  MILE  FARE 

Ace 

1 

51.00  - 1/6  Mile 

$1.20 

512.80 

Acme 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Airline 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Aloha 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Arrow 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Best  Way 
Bill's 

1 

1.40  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.20 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Black  Top 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Blue  & Gold 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Broadway 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Brown  & White 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Cad  Cab 

1 

2.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.80 

Chick  Cab 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

City  Cab 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

*Gopacabana 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.20 

12.80 

Culpepper 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.20 

12.80 

Deluxe 

2 

1.00  - T/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Dial 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Duchess 

1 

1.40  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.20 

Easy  Rider 

1 

2.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

11.80 

* Rate  increase  in  May,  1980 
**  New  licensee 
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CAB  NAME 

FLEET 

SIZE 

DROP  CHARGE/ 
DISTANCE 

EACH  ADDITIONAL 

mile 

EXAMPLE 
TEN  MILE  : 

Express 

1 

$1.00  - 1/6  Mile 

$1.20 

$12.80 

Farwest 

167 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Farwest  County 

13 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Flash  Cab 

1 

2.00  - 1/15 

1.50 

16.90 

4-Jet 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

♦♦Freedom 

1 

2.00  - 1/5 

1.20 

13.80 

Fury 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.20 

12.30 

♦Gemini 

1 

2.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.80 

*Gold  Tbp 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

♦♦Golden 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Graytop 

61 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

* Green  & White 

6 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

14.80 

Greenwood 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Happy  Cab 

.4 

1.00  - 1/15 

1.50 

15.90 

Hawley's  Northend 

• 7 

1.00  - 1/10 

1.00 

10.90 

Heyyy  Taxi 

4 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Husky 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

*Hustlecab 

■3 

1.50  - 1/15 

1.50 

16.40 

International 

5 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Joe's 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Ken's 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

♦♦King  Cab 

1 

1.40  - 1/7 

1..40 

15.20 

♦Lake  Forest  Park 

.3 

3.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

16.80 

Luxor 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Mediterranean 

1 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

14.80 

Northeast 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Northwest 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

OK  Tcixi 

4 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

**01yrrpic 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Oriental 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Owl 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Pacific 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Palamabron 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.25 

13.25 

**Park  Place  Taxi 

1 

2.00  - 1/14 

1.40 

15.90 

Paul's 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

* Rate  increase  in  May,  1980 
**  New  licensee 
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Appendix  A. 1 cont. 

CITY  OF  SEATTLE  TAXICAB  RATES 


CAB  NAME 

FLEET 

SIZE 

DROP  CHARGE/ 
DISTANCE 

EACH  ADDITIONAL 
MILE 

EXAMPLE  OF 
TEN  MILE  FARE 

Pioneer 

7 

$1.00  - 1/5  Mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Plaza 

10 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Puget  Sound 

1 

1.50  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.30 

* Queen  City 

1 

2.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.80 

Quick  Cab 

2 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

14.80 

Radio  Service 

1 

1.50  - 1/5 

1.00 

11.30 

Rainbow 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Rainier 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Rebel 

1 

1.20  - 1/6 

1.20 

13.00 

Rail.  & White 

2 

1.20  - 1/6 

1.20 

13.00 

Royal 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Roy's 

8 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Rush  Taxi 

1 

1.00  - 1/8 

1.60 

16.80 

Scotty's 

7 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Sea-Tbc  (incl . 

Airport)  35 

1.20  - 1/9 

.90 

10.10 

Shane's 

1 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

14.80 

Silver 

1 

2.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.80 

Skycab 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

** Sound  City 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Spirit 

2 

2.00  - 1/5 

1.20 

13.80 

Tkc-Sea 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.30 

Tbny's 

1 

1.20  - 1/5 

1.20 

13.00 

Trans icab 

1 

1.40  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.20 

*Oneeda 

2 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Union 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

*VUcing 

1 

1.20  - 1/5 

1.20 

13.00 

Vista 

1 

1.20  - 1/5 

1.20 

13.00 

**W.  C.  Taxi 

1 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

14.80 

Western 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

White 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Yellow 

75 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

* Rate  increase  in  May,  1980 
**  New  licensee 
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Appendix  A.l.  cont 


Your 

Seattle  CITY "OF  SEATTLE  TAXICAB  RATES 

Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 


Regina  L.  Glenn,  Director 

Charles  Royer,  Mayor  TAXICAB  RATES 


625-2606 


February,  1980  Filing 


3-1-80 


Belov  Is  a Use  of  taxi  companies  operating  In  the  City  of  Seattle  and  the 
rates  they  filed  with  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs.  The 
rates  charged  are  set  by  the  individual  cab  companies  and  can  be  changed 
during  the  months  of  February,  May,  August  and  November. 

Explanation  of  Rates: 

The  "Drop  Charge/Distance"  column  shows  the  base  charge  for  a taxi  ride  and 
the  distance  that  charge  will  take  you.  This  charge  will  appear  on  the 
meter  vhen  you  begin  your  trip. 


The  "Each  Additional  Mile"  column  shows  the  amount  per  mile  you 
charged  after  traveling  the  distance  covered  by  the  drop  charge 

The  "Example  of  Ten  Mile  Fare"  column  shows  how  much  you  would 
for  a ten  mile  trip  so  you  can  simply  compare  cab  rates. 

will  be 

• 

be  charged 

1 

CAB  NAME 

FLEET 

DROP  CHARGE/ 

EACH  ADDITIONAL 

EXAMPLE  OF 

SIZE 

DISTANCE 

MILE 

TEN  MILE  FARE 

Ace 

1 

$1.00 

- 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

1 

$12.80 

Acme 

I 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Airline 

2 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Airport 

26 

1.20 

- 1/9 

.90 

10.10 

Aloha 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Arrow 

1 

1.00 

- 1/7 

1.40 

14.80 

Ballard 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

♦Best  Way 

1 

1 .40 

- 1/7 

1.40 

15.20 

Bill ’ s 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Black  Top 

1 

1.00 

- 1/6 

1,20 

12.80 

Blue  & Gold 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Broadway 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Brown  & White 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Cad  Cab 

1 

2.00 

- 1/7 

1.40 

15.80 

**Chick  Cab 

I 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

City  Cab 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Copacabana 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Culpepper 

1 

1.00 

- 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Deluxe 

2 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

Dial 

1 

1.00 

- 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

* Rate  increase 

in  February  1980 

**  New  licensee 
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CITY  OF  SEATTLE  TAXICAB  RATES 

1 
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CAB-  NAME 

FLEET 

SIZE 

DROP  CHARGE/ 
DISTANCE 

EACH  ADDITIONAL 
MILE  ' 

EXAMPLE  OF  1 
TEN  MILE  FAR2 

Duchess 

1 

1.40  - 1/7 

1.40 

15.20 

Easy  Rider 

1 

2.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

1 

11.80 

* Express 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

I 

12.80 

i 

Farwest 

165 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

I 

10.  SO 

i 

Farwest  County 

13 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

i 

i 

10.80 

i 

♦♦Flash  Cab 

1 

2.00  - 1/15 

1.50 

i 

16.90 

i 

4-Jet 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

i 

♦Fury  ’’ 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Gemini 

1 

1 .00  - 1/6 

1.20 

12.80 

Gold  Top 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

l 

» 

10.80 

Golden  Eagle 

1 

2.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

l 

15.80 

Graytop 

61 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

1 

10.80 

Greenwood 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

l 

10.80 

♦Happy  Cab 

4 

1.00  - 1/15 

1.50 

15.90 

Hawley's  Northend 

6 

1.00  - 1/10 

1.00 

1 

i 

10.90 

♦Heyyy  Taxi 

4 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

i 

12.80 

Husky 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

i 

10.80 

■ . 

Hustlecab 

3 

1.30  r 1/13 

1.30 

I 

14.20 

. i 

♦International 

5 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

1 

12.80 

i 

Joe ' s 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

1 

» 

10.80 

i 

♦♦Ken ' s 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

10.80 

, i 

♦Lake  Forest  Park 

2 

2.00  - 1/7 

1 .40 

i 

15.80 

• 

Luxor 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

t 

10.80 

! 

♦Mediterranean 

1 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

t 

14.80 

♦Northeast 

1 

1.40  - 1/6 

1.20 

l 

• 

13.20 

■ 

Northwest 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

l 

10.80 

> 

OK  Taxi 

4 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

i 

10.80 

Oriental 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

i 

10.80 

i 

♦Owl 

1 

1.00  - 1/6  ' 

1.20 

• 

12.80 

Pacific 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

i 

1 

10.80 

‘ 

Palamabron 

1 

1.00  - 1/5  ' 

1.25 

I 

13.45 

Paul ' s 

1 

1.00  - 1/5  1 

1.00 

10.80 

Pioneer 

7 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

\ 

10.80 

Plasa 

10 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00 

1 

10,80 

Puget  Sound 

1 

1.50  - 1/7 

1.40 

1 

1 

15.30 

♦Queen  City 

1 

1.20  - 1/6 

1.20 

i 

13.00 

1 ( 

1 

♦Quick  Cab 

2 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40 

14.80 

Radio  Service 

1 

1.50  - 1/5  1 

1.00 

i 

11.30 

. I 

♦Rainbow 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

i 

12.80 

♦♦Rainier 

1 

1.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

i 

12.80 

1 

* Race  increase  in  February  1980 
♦♦  New  licensee 
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CITY  OF  SEATTLE  TAXICAB  RATES 

- a - 

i 

l 

i 

Page  6 of  8 1 

CAB,  NAME 

FLEET 

SIZE 

DROP  CHARGE/ 
DISTANCE 

EACH  ADDITIONAL 
MILE 

EXAMPLE  OF 
TEN  MILE  FARE 

Rebel 

1 

1.20  - 1/6 

1.20  1 

13.00 

♦♦Red  & White 

1 

1.20  - 1/6 

1.20 

13.00 

i 

Royal 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  1 

10.80 

Roy’s' 

8 

1.00  - 1/5  ' 

1.00  1 

10.80 

i 

♦Rush  Taxi 

1 

1.00  - 1/8 

1.60  ' 

1 

16.80 

Scotty’s 

7 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  1 

10.80 

Sea-Tac 

9 

1.20  - 1/10 

.90 

10.10 

♦Shane1 s 

1 

1.00  - 1/7 

1.40  ' 

14.80 

Silver 

1 

2.00  - 1/7 

' - 1.40  ' 

15.80 

■ 1 

Skycab 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  ' 

1 

10.80 

Spirit 

2 

2.00  - 1/6 

1.20 

13.80 

Tac-Sea 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  1 

10.80 

• 1 

♦Tony ' s 

1 

1.20  - 1/6  ' 

1.20  ' 

13.00 

♦Transicab 

1 

1.40  - 1/7  ' 

1.40  1 

15.20 

• 1 

Uneeda 

2 

1.00  - 1/5  ' 

1.00 

10.80 

i 

Undon’- 

I 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  1 

10.80 

♦♦Viking 

I 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  ' 

10.80 

, ! 

♦Vista1 

1 

1.20  - 1/6  1 

1.20  ' 

13.00 

Western 

2 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  ' 

10.80 

White'' 

1 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  1 

« 

10.80 

White  Center 

4 

1.00  - 1/5 

K00  1 

10.80 

Yellow 

75 

1.00  - 1/5 

1.00  ' 

1 

10.80 

l 

. I 

i 

»• 

♦ Rate 

increase 

in  February  1980 

l 

I 

1 

1 

, 1 
i 

**  New  licensee 

i 


1 1 i 

iii  i 

i , i 


i i , i 
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Appendix  A.l,  cont.  SEMTLE  TAXI  RATES  pat7e  7 nf  R 

November,  1979  Filing  . Page  ' ot  e 

Balcw  is  a list  of  taxi  eatpanies  cp®r&t±ng  in  the  City  of  Seattle  and  the  rates  they  filed 
with  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Qasmsner  Affairs.  The  rates  charged  are  set  by  the 
individual  cab  companies  and  can  be  changed  during  the  months  of  February,  May,  August  and  . 
November. 

Ea^lanation  of  Rates? 

The  "Drop  charge/distance"  column  shows  the  base  diarge  for  a taxi  ride  and  the  distance 
that  charge  will  take  you.  This  charge  will  appear  on  the  meter  when  you  begin  your  trip. 

The  "each  additional  mile"  column  shows  the  amount  per  mile  you  will  be  charged  after 
traveling  the  distance  covered  by  the  drop  charge. 

The  "example  of  ten  mile  fare"  column  shows  hew  much  you  would  be  charged  for  a ten  mile 
trip  so  you  can  sixrply  carpers  cab  rates. 


GAB  NAME 

“ SIOTOTISET” — 

DISTANCE 



MILE 

EXAMPLE  CF 
TEN  MILE  FARE 

AAlSE” 

SI. 00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Acs  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

$12.80 

Acte  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10,80 

Airline  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Airport 

$1.20  - 1/9  mile 

$ .90 

$10.10 

Aloha 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Arrow 

$1.00  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$14.80 

Aurora  Village 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Ballard  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Bellevue  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Best  Way 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Bill’s 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Black  TOp 

$1.00  - 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

$12.80 

Blue  & Gold 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Broadway 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Brown  & White 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Cad  Cab 

$2.00  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$15.80 

City  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Qopacabana 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Culpepper 

$1.00  - 1/6  mile 

$1.00 

$12.80 

Deluxe 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Dial 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Dochess  Taxi 

$1.40  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$15.20 

Easy  Rider 

$2.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$11.80 

Express 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

F&rwest 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Farwest  KC 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

4-Jet 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Fury  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Senior  Citizens 

$1.00  - 1/8  mile 

$ .80 

$ 8.90 

Gemini  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

$12.80 

Gold  TOp 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Golden  Eagle 

$2.00  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$15.80 

Night  Service 

$3.00  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$16.80 

Senior  Citizens 

$1.00  - 1/8  mile 

$ .80 

$ 8.90 
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CITY  OF  SEATTLE  TAXICAB  RATES  Paee  8 of  8 

. DROP  CHARGE/  EACH  ADDITIONAL  EXAMPLE  CF 

CM  NAME  DISTANCE  MUE  TEN  MILE  FAR 


Graytcp 

si:wr-  vs  mile 

5I7OT 

SlOff 

Green  & White 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Greenwood 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Happy  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Hawley's  Northend 

$1.00  - 1/10  mile 

$1.00 

$10.90 

Heyyy  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Highland 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Husky 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Hustlecab 

$1.00  - 1/10  mile 

$1.50 

$15.85 

Senior  Citizens 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Inperial 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

International 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Joe's  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Lake  City 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Lake  Forest 

$1.20  - 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

$13.00 

Luxor 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Mediterranean 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Night  Service 

$1.00  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$14.80 

Northeast 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Northwest 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

CK  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Oriental 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Owl  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Pacific 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Palamabron  Taxi  • 

SI. 00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.25 

$13.45 

Pioneer 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Plaza 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Puget  Sound 

$1.50  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$15.30 

Queen  City 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Quick  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Radio  Service 

$1.50  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$11.30 

Rainbow 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Rebel 

$1.20  - 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

$13.00 

Royal 

Roy's 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Rush  Taxi 

$1.00  - 1/8  mile 

$1.60 

$16.80 

Scotty's 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Sea-Tac 

$1.20  - 1/9  mile 

$ .90 

$10.10 

Shane's 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Silver  Cab 

$2.00  - 1/7  mile 

$1.40 

$15.80 

Silver  Top 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

9cycab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.30 

Spirit  Cab 

$2.00  - 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

$13.80 

Senior  Citizens 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Tac-Sea 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Transicab 

$1.00  - 1/6  mile 

$1.20 

$12.80 

Uneeda 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Union 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Vista 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Western 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1,00 

$10.80 

White  Cab 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

Yellow 

$1.00  - 1/5  mile 

$1.00 

$10.80 

12/1C 
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KING  COUNTY  TAXI  RATE  FILINGS 
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KING  COUNTY  TAXI  RATE  FILINGS  (cont. 
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APPENDIX  B:  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  CODE  PROVISIONS  BEFORE  AND 

AFTER  REGULATORY  REVISIONS 


B.  1 Previous  City  of  Seattle  Taxicab  Ordinance: 
Ordinance  59866,  The  Basic  Law 

B.  2 Major  Amendments  to  Ordinance  59866: 

Ordinances  102637,  106189,  107095  $ 107351 

B.  3 Amendments  to  Ordinance  59866  Establishing 
and  Extending  Temporary  Rate  Increase 

B.  4a  Resolution  24706(1974)  Guiding  License  Code 
Revisions 

B.  4b  Resolution  25223(1976)  Expressing  City  and  County 
Intent  to  Explore  Multi-iurisdictional 
Licensing 

B.  5 New  Citv  of  Seattle  Taxicab  Ordinance  108196 
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Appendix  B.  1 


MOTOR  VEHICLES  FOR  HIRE 
Ordinance  fio.  59S66 


Page  1 of  12 


Section 

1 


AH'  ORDEFiCE  relating  to  and  regulating  the  conveyance  of  passengers 
and  baggage  for  hire  in  the  City  of  Seattle,  fixing  the  rates  therefor, 
providing  penalties  for  violation  thereof,  and  rorealing  ordinances 
numbered  12539,  45635,  46743,  48199,  49184,  49523,  57409,  59171,  59175 
and  all  other  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances  in  conflict  herewith. 

EE  IT  ORDAE.LD  DY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

(a)  Tie  term  “person"  wherever  used  in  this  ordinance  shall  he  held 
and  construed  to  mean  and  include  natural  persons  of  either  sax,  firms, 
copartnerships,  associations,  and  corporations,  whether  acting  by  them- 
selves, by  servant,  agent  or  employee.  The  singular  number  sliall  include 
the  plural  and  the  masculine  pronoun  si  vail  include  the  feminine  and  the 
neuter . 


(b)  The  term  "taxicab"  wherever  used  in  this  ordinance  shall  he  held 
and  construed  to  mean  and  include  every  motor  vehicle  having  a seating 
capacity  of  nine  passengers  or  less,  as  per  manufacturer's  rating,  used 
for  the  transportation  of  rassengers  for  hire,  and  not  operated 
exclusively  over  a fixed  and  defined  route. 


(c)  The  term  "for -hare  car"  wlvarcvor  used  in  tliis  ordinance  shall  be 
held  and  construed  to  mean  and  include  ever/  motor  vehicle  other  tlian  a 
"sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus"  or  "special  services  vehicle",  having  a 
seating  capacity  of  seven  passengers  or  more,  as  ror  manufacturer's  rating, 
not  operated  exclusively  over  a fixed  and  defined  route,  and  which  is  for 
hire  by  a person  or  persons  for  exclusive  use  upon  a consideration  determine: 
by  hourly  rates  or  a flat  charge  in  accordance  with  Lection  4 of  this 
ordinance . (7m . Ord .101357, app . Feb  .13,1973;  7m .Ord  .104201, app . December  23 , 1 97‘b 

(d)  The  term  "sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus"  wherever  used  in  this 
ordinance  shall  be  held  and  construed  to  mean  a motor  vehicle  used  as  a 
sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus  as  in  this  sub-section  defined. 

The  term  "sightseeing  car"  shall  mean  and  include  every  motor  vehicle  laving 
a seating  capacity  of  nine  (9)  or  more  passengers  used  for  sightseeing 
purposes  over  a fixed  or  defined  route  of  travel  and  charging  a sum  certain 
for  each  trip. 

The  term  "charter  bus"  shall  mean  and  include  every  motor  vehicle,  ret 
continuously  operated  over  a fixed  route,  that  has  a scatina  capacity  of  nine 
(9)  passengers  or  more,  as  [yer  manufacturer's  rating,  and  is  for  hire  by 
a person  or  persons,  by  charter,  for  their  exclusive  use,  the  consideration 
for  -which  and  the  points  of  origin  and  destination  arc  determined  at  the 
time  of  chartering,  but  shall  not  include  any  "special  services  vehicle." 

(7m . Ord  .101357,  app . Feb  .13,1973) 

(e)  The  term  "motor  vehicle"  wherever  used  in  this  ordinance  shall  ho  held 
and  construed  to  mean  and  include  every  self-prorellcd  vehicle  by  or  upon 
which,  any  person  may  be  transported  or  carried  upon  any  public  highway, 
street  or  alley,  excepting  vehicles  used  exclusively  upon  stationary  rails 
or  tracks. 
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(f)  The  term  "taximeter"  wherever  used  in  this  ordinance  shall  be 
held  and  construed  to  mean  and  include  any  instrument  or  device  by 
which  the  diarge  for  hire  of  a passenger  carry i ncr  vehicle  is  mechani- 
cally measured  or  calculated  either  for  the  distance  traveled  by  such, 
vehicle  or  for  waiting  time,  or  for  both,  and  ur/on  which  such  calculated 
charges  shall  be  indicated  by  means  of  figures.  (Am. Ord.  70429,  app. 

Nov.  27,  1940;  Am.  Ord.  39192,  app.  Apr.  IS,  1960) 

(g)  The  term  "special  service  vehicle"  wtierevcr  used  in  this  ordi- 
nance shall  be  held  and  construed  to  mean  and  include  every  motor 
vehicle  not  operated  exclusively  over  a fixed  or  defined  route  and 
used  for  the  transportation  at  reduced  rates  of  persons  sixty-five 
years  of  age  or  older  or  handicapped  persons  as  in  this  subsection 
defined.  (Added  Ord.  101857,  app.  Feb.  13,  1973) 

The  term  "handicapped  person ''  shall  mean  and  include  any  person  having 
a disabling  physical  or  mental  handicap  and  to  whom  an  identification 
card  has  been  issued  by  the  Department  of  Human  Resources  of  The  City 
of  Seattle  upon  application  therefor  describing  such  handicap  and  accom- 
panied by  the  certification  by  a medical  doctor  that  such  handicap  limits 
such  person's  activities,  functioning  and  ability  to  use  public  trans- 
portation facilities.  (Added  Ord.  101.857,  app.  February  13,  1973) 

(h)  The  phrase  "engage  in  the  business  of  operating  any  taxicab, 
for-hire  car,  special  services  vehicle,  sightseeing  car,  or  charter 
bus"  means  the  pick  up  and  transportation  of  any  fare-paying  passenger 
from  a point  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle,  whether 
or  not  the  vehicle  is  dispatched  from  a taxicab  stand  or  office  within 
the  unincorporated  limits  of  King  County  or  any  other  municipal  corpor- 
ation, and  whether  or  not  the  ultimate  destination  or  route  of  travel 

is  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle,  provided  that 
nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  a taxicab, 
for  hire  car,  special  services  '/chicle,  sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus 
licensed  by  King  County  or  any  other  municipal  corporation,  and  trans- 
porting passengers  from  a point  within  unincorporated  Kang  County  or 
other  licensing  municipality  to  a destination  outside  thereof,  whether 
or  not  the  ultimate  destination  or  route  travelled  is  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle.  (Added  Ord.  101057,  aoD.  Feb. 

13,  1973) 

PERMIT:  APPLICATIONS:  It  shall  be  unlawful  to  engage  in  the  business 

of  operating  any  taxicab,  for-hire  car,  special  services  vehicle,  sight- 
seeing car,  or  charter  bus,  without  first  obtaining  a permit  so  to  do 
in  the  following  manner: 

The  applicant  for  such  permit,  in  manner  approved  by  the  Director  of 
Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs,  shall  show  in  his  application,  the  class- 
ification under  which  the  vehicle  v/ill  be  operated,  as  "taxicab", 

"for-hire  car",  "special  services  vehicle",  or  'Sightseeing  car  or  charter 
bus",  the  yearly  period  for  which  the  permit  is  sought  and  sliall  furnish 
full,  true  and  accurate  information  concerning  the  ownership,  identifi- 
cation, company  vehicle  number,  the  name,  fictitious  or  otherwise,  under 
which  the  '/chicle  is  to  lxs  operated,  the  distinguishing  color  scheme, 
design  or  dress,  including  any  monogram  or  insignia  to  be  used  on  the 
vehicle  and,  as  required  by  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs, 
the  number  of  days  and  the  mileage  for  each  day  of  operation  for  any 
and  all  vehicles  operated  by  the  applicant  under  any  permit  issued  under 
the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  for  the  year  Dreceding  the  yearly  period 
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specified  in  the  application  for  a permit.  The  applicant  shall  furnish 
such  other  information  as  my  be  rcouirod  by  the  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs  which  ho  deers  necessary  to  aid  in  the  enforcement 
of  this  ordinance.  (Am.Ord.  101857,  app.  Feb.  13,  1973) 

No  such  permit  shall  be  issued  unless  the  applicant  therefor  furnishes 
to  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  for  filing  with  the 
City  Comptroller  satisfactory  evidence  of  a policy  or  policies  of 
public  liability  insurance  in  the  sum  of  Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars 
($25,000.00)  for  the  injury  or  death  of  one  person,  or  Fifty  Thousand 
Dollars  ($50,000.00)  for  the  injury  or  death  of  mere  than  one  person 
in  any  one  accident,  and  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  ($10,000.00)  for  property 
damage,  issued  by  an  insurance  company  or  companies  authorized  to  do 
business  in  the  State  of  Washington.  Said  policy  or  policies  shall, 
in  addition,  by  endorsement  or  otherwise,  name  The  City  of  Seattle  as 
an  additional  insured  and  provide  that  The  City  of  Seattle,  its  officers, 
agents,  and  employees,  shall  be  indemnified  and  held  harmless  from  any 
loss,  or  claim  or  suit  for  damages  or  injury  from  the  use  or  operation 
of  any  vehicle  or  vehicles  operated  under  such  permit,  and  shall  further 
provide  that  not  less  than  ten  days  bitten  notice  shall  be  given  to 
the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  in  the  event  of  any  change 
or  cancellation.  Such  insurance  shall  be  maintained  in  full  force  and 
effect  for  the  full  period  to  be  covered  by  the  permit  applied  for  and 
failure  to  do  so  shall  result  in  the  automatic  suspension  of  such  permit. 

No  permit  to  operate  a special  services  vehicle  shall  be  issued  unless 
at  the  time  of  making  application  therefor,  the  applicant  furnishes  to 
the  Director  of  Licenses  end  Consumer  Affairs  for  filing  with  the  City 
Comptroller  the  schedule  of  rates,  fares  and  charges  applicable  to  the 
operation  of  such  special  services  vehicle  during  the  ''early  period  for 
which  the  permit  is  sought  and  no  such  schedule  shall  be  changed  during 
such  yearly  period  except  upon  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs. 

The  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  may  inquire  into  the 
correctness  and  accuracy  of  the  information  furnished,  and  if  he  is 
satisfied,  after  investigation,  that  the  applicant  has  met  the  various 
requirements  of  this  ordinance,  that  the  name  under  which  the  applicant 
is  to  operate  and  the  color  scheme  used  upon  the  vehicle  do  not  conflict 
with  any  other  so  used,  or  tend  to  deceive  the  public,  that  the  motor 
vehicle  is  equipped  with  protxar  State  license  and  is  properly  bonded 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  as  required  by  law,  said  Director  may 
so  certify  to  the  City  Comptroller  for  issuance  of  a permit  therefor 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  and  in  such  form 
as  stall  be  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 
authorizing  the  ooeration  of  said  motor  vehicle  under  the  classification 
applied  for  for  a period  ending  /August  31  next  succeeding  the  date  of 
issue,  and  such  permit  nay  be  reissued  for  succeeding  yearly  periods 
to  the  some  permit  holder  and  for  the  same  motor  vehicle  when  the  require- 
ments of  this  ordinance  are  otherwise  met  and  so  certified  by  the  Director 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs. 

Transfer  of  a permit  to  any  other  person  may  be  authorized  only  upon 
the  approval  of  tlie  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  for  good 
cause  shewn;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  shall  prevent  the  Folder  of 
a taxicab  jrrermit  from  leas  inn  such  taxicab  to  another  person  or  persons 
for  use  or  operation.  Application  for  transfer  of  a permit  to  another 
person  shall  state  the  reasons  for  recruesting  the  transfer, 
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tiie  trade  name  and  color  scheme  under  which  the  vehicle  will  l/e  operated, 
and  a detailed  description  of  the  protosed  operation  of  the  vehicle. 

The  Director  of  Licenses  and  f'onsimr  Affairs  shall  determine  whether 
transfer  of  such  form.it  and  oi  oration  of  th.c  vehicle  nr>  nrojx>scd  will 
test  serve  the  public,  failure  on  the  part  of  any  permit  holder  to 
Quorate  such  vehicle  in  accordance  with.  t.ho  protx>rm.l  operation  described 
in  said  application,  shall  he  e rounds  for  revncation.  of  such  j err  it. 
te  permit  shall  te  transferred  to  the  nmrntion  of  any  ether  motor 
vehicle  without  approval  of  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 
and  ’anleso  the  motor  vehicle  for  which  th.c  permit  to  ooerate  is  issued 
shall  te  sold,  lecore  obsolete,  unsafe  or  unfit,  for  further  use,  of  which 
the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  shall  te  the  o.xclus iw 
judge:  provided  that  a remit  issued  for  the  operation  of  a taxicab  may 
te  transferred  to  another  rotor  vehicle  which  has  been  previously 
inspected  and  approved  by  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 
as  meeting  the  recruireronts  of  this  ordinance  and  desic  mated  as  a stand- 
by vehicle,  and  such  stand-by  vehicle  nay  te  operated  under  such  permit. 

No  taxicab  txtrmit  shall  te  issued  for  a second  or  succeeding  year  for 
the  same  taxicab  or  for  any  other  taxicab  under  the  same  permit,  unless 
the  taxicab  and  any  other  taxicab  for  v.tiich  the  permit  has  teen  trans- 
ferred as  here iii  authorized,  has  during  the  yearly  neried  covered  by 
the  [Temit  teen  operated  for  at  least  ten  (10)  miles  per  day  for  at 
least  tv.o  hundred  forty  (240)  days  of  said  year,  and  no  special  services 
vehicle  permit  shall  te  issued  for  a second  year  for  the  some  special 
services  vehicle  or  for  any  other  special  services  vehicle  under  the 
same  permit,  unless  the  special  5010/1005  vehicle  and  any  other  special 
services  vehicle  for  which  the  permit  has  been  authorized,  has  during 
the  yearly  period  covered  by  the  permit  teen  operated  for  at  least  ten 
(10)  miles  per  day  for  one  hundred  eighty  (130)  days  of  said  '/ear,  nor 
shall  any  new  taxicab  or  special  services  vehicle  permit  te  issued  to 
any  perron  holding  a permit  which  lapses  because  of  failure  to  meet  the 
foregoing  requirement  in  the  next  preceding  year;  provided,  tint  the 
Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  for  good  cause  shewn,  may 
waive  the  foregoing  requirement , and  upon  such  waiver  the  City  Comptroller 
shall  te  authorized  to  issue  a new  permit.  (An. Ora.  30192,  apn.  Apr.  13, 
19G0;  Ain.Ord.  92658,  app.  Jan.  22,  1964;  Am.Ord.  92542,  app.Dcc.  14,  1964; 
Am. Ord. 95715, app. Apr . 12,  1967; .Am.Ord. 99225,  app.  Sept.  4,  1970;  Am.  Ord. 
100479,  app. Nov.  29,  1971,  Am.Ord.  101857,  App.  Feb.  12,  1973) 

That  Sections  2 -a  tiirougb.  2-g  of  Ordinance  59866  te  and  the  same  are 
hereby  repealed.  (Ord. 9354 2,  app.  tec.  14,  1964) 


repealed  by  Ordinance  101857, . approved  February  13,  1973. 


Each  application  for  a taxicab  permit  or  renev.nl  or  transfer  thereof 
made  by  or  on  behalf  of  a corporation  under  Ordinance  59866,  as  amended, 
shall  include  a list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  shareholders  of 
such  corporation,  and  no  change  in  such  shareholders  shall  be  nude 
without  first  obtaining  the  approval  of  the  Director  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs  and  failure  to  comply  with  this  prevision  shall  te 
grounds  for  revocation  of  such  permit.  (Added  Ord.  87630,  apn.  Oct. 

28,  1958) 
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The  number  of  taxicabs  and  mxicial  nnr/j ces  vehicles  authorize'-!  to 
operate,  and  for  v.hich  permits  may  he  issue!,  shall  be  based  uien  the  * 

population  of  tie  City,  as  determined  in  the  last  preceding  United 
States  Census,  at:  the  ratio  of  one  (1)  taxicab  to  each  twenty-five 
hundred  (2,500)  inhabitants , and  one  (1)  special  services  vehicle  to 
each  twenty-five  thousand  (25,000)  inhabitants;  Provided,  that  this 
limitation  shall  rot  affect  taxicabs  in  operation  under  license  on 
Septcmtbcr  9,  1966  except  as  such  vehicles  are  abandoned  tlirounh 
inability  of  orerators  to  meet  the  recuiraoents  of  this  ordinance; 

Provided , further,  that  notvith stand ire  such  limitation  of  the  total 
number  of  taxicab  permits  herein  prescribed,  the  City  Conotroller  may 
under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  issue  ; emits  for  the  creration 
of  any  additional  taxicabs  previously  licensee!  by  ding  County  for  a 
period  of  at  least  tv.o  years  immediately  prior  to  annexation  in  terri- 
tory annexed  to  the  City  and  during  this  period  continuously  operated 
in  such  territory  from  a principal  office  located  within  the  same,  but 
in  such  cases  not  new  permit  or  transfer  of  permit  shall  be  issued  based 
upon  tie  sale,  lease,  assignment , or  other  transfer  of  any  such  taxi- 
cab or  taxicab  business , within  a period  of  tv.o  years;  and  provided 
further  that  notwithstanding  such  limitation  of  the  total  number  of 
special  sendees  vehicles  permits  herein  prescribed,  the  City  Comptroller 
may  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  issue  remits  for  the  oper- 
ation of  additional  special  services  vehicles  to  holders  of  permits  for 
the  operation  of  any  taxicab,  for-hire  car,  sightseeing  car  or  charter 
bus. 

Notwithstanding  tiie  above  limitations  and  conditions,  the  Director  of 
Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  is  hereby  authorized  to  determine  from 
time  to  tun  by  resolution  whetiier  the  public  convenience  ennd  necessity 
requires  the  issuance  of  additional  taxicab  or  special  services  vehicle 
permits.  Applications  for  such  additional  nemit.s  a;id  Council  determin- 
ation of  public  convenience  anc!  necessity  therefor  shall  be  in  confor- 
mity with  the  terms  and  conditions  set  forth  in  Lection  3 -A  of  this 
ordinance.  (Am. Ord.  62610,  app.  Cay  3,  1932;  Am.  Ord.  69650,  amp. 

Dec.  23,  1939;  Am. Ord.  71905,  app.  Pay  7,  1942;  Am. Ord.  73762,  apo. 

Jan.  22,  1945;  .Am.  Ord.  79136,  app.  July  1950;  Am. Ord.  95032,  nop. 

Aug.  10,  1966;  Am. Ord.  101857,  anr.Fcb.~13,  1973) 

ADDITION  7\L  TAXICAB  OR  SPECIAL,  CERVICES  VEHICLE  PERMITS  - T ELMS  A.CD 
CONDITIONS:  Persons  desiring  additional  taxicab  or  special  services 

vehicle  permits,  as  contemplated  hereunder , shall  make  '.written  applica- 
tion therefor  to  the  Dimeter  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  on  forme 
prescriJxxi  by  him.  Such  application  shall  include  the  applicant's  full 
name  and  address,  and  if  the  applicant  is  an  employee , the  name  of  his 
employer.  In  the  case  of  taxicabs,  applicants  shall  show  by  competent 
evidence  that  he,  or  one  of  tv.o  joint  applicants,  has  been  an  operatcr 
or  a joint  licensee  of  the  tee  of  vehicle  for  which  such  additional 
permit  is  sought  for  at  least  tv.o  years  neirt  preceding  said  application. 

Before  any  additional  permits  to  operate  taxicabs  or  special  services 
vehicles  arc  granted,  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  .Affairs 
shall  fix  a time  and  place  for  a hearing  or.  the  application.  Notice 
of  such  hearing  sliall  be  given  in  vriting  to  the  applicant  and  to  all 
persons  holding  permits  for  taxicabs  or  special  services  vehicles  as 
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the  case  may  to.  notice  shall  to  given  to  the  public  by  publication 
in  the  official  revs; Miner  of  die  city  not  lens  than  fifteen  (15)  days 
prior  to  the  date  of  hearing.  Tim  Director  of  Licensee  and  Consumer 
Affairs  may  receive  any  evidence,  hear  testimony,  and  ray  call  witnesses 
an,  in  his  discretion,  he  ray  door,  advisable  Ln  order  to  rake  his 
determination  of  whether  additional  remits  shall  to  or  an  ted  or  denied. 

In  the  hearing  provided,  the  burden  of  proof  shall  be  upon  the  applicant 
to  establish  by  clear,  cogent  and  convincing  evidence  that  public 
convenience  and  necessity  rooui.ro  the  cooperation  of  the  service  for 
wiiich  application  h.as  Jeon  race  and  tiiat  the  applicant  is  fit,  able 
and  willing  to  perform  such  transportation  of  arsons  and  property  as 
proposed  in  tiie  application. 

In  determining  whether  public  convonioncc  and  necessity  rccTuires  the 
issuance  of  additional  permits  for  taxicabs,  the  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs  shall  take  into  consideration  the  following: 

(a)  Tto  number  of  taxicabs  or  special  services  vehicles  as  the  case 
may  be,  already  operating  under  permits , 

(b)  V. nether  tiie  remain  rents  of  public  convenience  and  necessity  can 
to  net  and  complied  with  only  by  the  issuance  of  additional  permits, 

(c)  Tlie  protoble  effect  of  increased  service  on  local  traffic 
condit i ens ; 

(d)  Lhethor  die  increased  service  could  result  in  ruinous  competition; 

(c)  The  effect  on  working  conditions  and  wages  paid  to  drivers  of 
taxicabs  or  special  services  vehicles  as  trie  case  nay  to: 

(f)  Whether  die  additional  service  requested  cannot  best  to  rendered 
by  existing  operators; 

(g)  The  financial  responsibility  of  the  anplicant; 

(h)  The  tyixi  and  condition  of  equbrnent  proposed  to  he  operated; 

(i)  The  character,  e: qier ience , and  resoons ihility  of  die  applicant  and 
such  other  relevant  facts  as  die  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 
may  deem  advisable,  pertinent , or  noccssam  to  aid  in  determining  whettor 
public  convenience  and  necessity  require  the  issuance  of  such  additional 
permits . 

Such  additional  permits  sliall  ho  issued  and  reissued  and  shall  he  trans- 
ferable cnlv  as  provided  in  Section  2 of  this  ordinance. 

Taxicabs  operated  pursuant  to  such  remit  shall  to  ecmirpcd  with  two- 
way  radios  operating  on  an  independent  radio  frequency  authorised  by 
die  Federal  Corrmunications  Commission.  (Arn.Ord.  95032,  app.  Aug.  10, 

1906;  Am.Ord.  95715,  app.  Apr.  12,  1967;  Am.Ord.  101857,  app.  Feb.  13, 
1973) 

It  sliall  to  unlawful  for  anyone  driving  or  operating,  or  engaged  in 
the  business  cf  operatinq  taxicabs,  for -hire  cars,  special  service 
vehicles,  or  sightseeing  cars  or  charter  buses,  to  charge,  demand, 
collect,  or  receive  any  greater  or  less  rate  of  fare  than  the  following: 

TA\IOVDJ  ETTR  jvATE£: 

For  one  passenger  for  die  first  1/6  mile  or  fraction  thereof.  . . .$0.30 
Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/6, mile,  or  fraction  thereof.  . . .50.10 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time SO.  12 

For  each  additional  passenger $0.20 
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(I Jo  additional  passenger  shall  be  niched  up  without  die  express 
consent  of  the  oriqin.il  passenger.);  provided  that  the  total  fare 
computed  in  accordance  with  such  rates  nay  be  paid  in  scrip  by  any 

handicapped  person  as  defined  in  Section  1 of  this  ordinance  or  by  the 

lioider  of  an  identification  card  which  siiall  bo  issued  by  the  Department 
of  Human  Resources  to  persons  sixty-five  years  of  age  or  older  v/iiosc 
income  if  nvirried  is  not  more  dian  $6,000  per  year,  or  if  sinole  is 
not  rore  than  $4,000  per  year,  which  scrip  shall  Ixs  printed  in  the  form 

prescribed  by  die  City  Treasurer  and  shall  be  sold  and  redeemed  by  die 

City  Treasurer  at  a price  which  siiall  be  eonial  to  eighty  percent  (30%) 
of  the  face  value  diereof;  provided  further  that  said  rates,  insofar 
as  they  establish  a minimum  rate,  shall  not  apply  - - 

(1)  to  the  transportation  of  liandicaoped  students  under  contract  with 
any  public  or  private  school  or  school  district  if  such  contract  or 
satisfactory  evidence  diereof  has  been  theretofore  filled  with  the 
City  Comptroller,  or 

(2)  to  the  transportation  in  any  vehicle  beinn  operated  under  a special 
services  vehicle  permit  of  , matrons  sixty-five  years  of  ace  or  older  or 
iiandicaprxai  persons  as  defined  in  .Section  1 of  this  ordinance.  Cwn.Ord. 
93887,  app.  May. 25,  1903;  Am.  Ord.  93501,  app.  Jan.  26,  1967;  An.  Ord. 
97839,  app.  June  9,  1969;  0m. Ord.  101857, app.  Feb.  13,  1973;  Am.  Ord. 
103690,  app.  Aug.  20,  1974) 

FOIVniJIP  CAR  JATFS 

For  tiie  first  tv.o  hours  of  driving  tine  or  fraction  thereof.  . . $13.00 
For  each  successive  liour  or  fraction  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  . . $ 9.00 
per  hour.  A flat  rate  shall  be  permitted  for  funerals  only,  orovided 
such  flat  rate  shall  not  lx:  less  than  the  minimum  charge  for  two  hours 
of  driving  time  as  hereinabove  in  this  section  provided . 

sic:  rrsn:i:  ccarjatja  ; 

For  any  one  trip  the  fare  for  any  one  nassenger  on  account  of  transpor- 
tation shrill  not  exceed  $10.00  or  be  less  than  $2.00,  provided  diet 
children  under  five  years  of  age  may  he  transported  free  of  charge  and 
die  faro  for  children  from  5 to  12  years  of  age  may  be  one-half  of  the 
adult  fare. 

CHARTER  DUS  RATS: 

Tine  cliarqc  for  use  of  cliartcr  bus  shall  lie  a sin  certain  determined  by 
agreement  between  the  contracting  persons  at  die  time  of  chartering, 
provided  diet  in  determining  said  .sum,  waiting  time  may  be  included  at 
an  agreed  rate. 

It  shall  he  unlav/ful  for  any  driver  or  operator  of  a vehicle  licensed 
as  a sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus  to  charge,  demand  or  collect  any 
fare  in  any  other  manner  dian  provided  for  in  this  ordinance  or,  when 
not  used  as  a sightseeing  bun,  from  any  passenger  or  person  other  than 
a person  chartering  the  bus  cr  his  designated  agent. 
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SPECIAL  EFMVI CT£_  VH IICLE  _PATTS: 

Charges  for  the  transportation  in  any  si-ecial  services  vehicle  of 
persons  si:-: tv- five  year::  of  age  or  older  or  handicapped  persons  as 
defined  in  Section  1 cf  this  ordinance  shall  he  in  accordance  with 
the  schedule  of  rates,  fares  and  charoes  f.i.l*yd  wit!i  tie  City  Comptroller 
by  tiie  rxnj-rrit  holder  for  any  such  special  services  vehicle;  provided 
that  any  such,  schedule  of  rates,  fares  and  charter,  shall  be  uniform 
as  to  ail  special  services  vehicles  having  the  same  color  scheme;  and 
provided  further  that  no  such  schedule  of  rates,  fares  and  charges 
sliall  ’oe  tie  same  as  or  greater  tiian  the  ta;lcab  meter  rates  estab- 
lisiicd  in  this  section. 


Said  rates  shall  not  apply  to  the  transportation  of  passengers  l:e  tween 
docks,  railroad  stations,  hotels  and  aimorts  when  the  passencer  pays 
fare  by  means  of  a transfer  coupon  formino  a part  of  a through  ticket 
issued  by  a transportaticn  company,  hut  provided  that  when  tic  trans- 
portation is  by  means  of  a taxicab,  the  taxicab  meter  shall  ixe  in 
operation.  (Am.  Ord.  7S20C,  aon.  Auct.  10,  194 9;  .Am.  Ord.  80000,  anp. 

May  21,  1351,  Am.  Ord.  86242,  aon.  June  11,  1356;  Am.  Orel.  33132..  app. 
April  13,  I960;  Am.  Ord.  91012,  aon.  March  13,  1362;  Am.  Ord.  31670, 
app. Dec.  11,  1362;  Am.  Ord.  33307,  app.  May  25,  1063;  An.  Ord.  -96433, 
app.  Jan.  30,  13GC;  Am.  Ord.  101S57,  anp.  Feb.  13,  1373) 

repealed  by  Ordinance  Mo.  89132,  approved  April  13,  1960. 


Each  ta:-d.cab  or  special  services  vehicle  siiall  have  consoicuous.lv 
displayed  -within  its  passenger  compartment  a card  ’-earing  tie  name  and 
numier  of  said  taxicab  or  special  services  vc.hicle,  and  the  rates  cf 
fare  f_xcd  bv  tiiis  ordinance  as  to  any  such  taxicab,  or  the  schedule 
of  rates  filed  with  the  City  Comptroller  for  any  such,  special  services 
vehicle,  provided  that  any  vehicle  being  operated  both  as  a trxicab 


and  as  a special  services  vehicle  shall  have  displayed  a card  bearing 
the  rates  of  fare  applicable  to  both  such  types  of  operation.  Said 
card  shall  lxs  of  a form  and  size  approved  by  tic  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs  and  shall  lx?  rested  as  prescribed  by  him.  During 
hours  of  Mori  mess  such  cards  shall  le  so  illuminated  as  to  be  readily 
disccmable  by  passengers.  (Am.  Ord.  62613,  amp.  May  3,  1932;  Am.  '3rd. 
73762,  app.  Jan.  22,  1945;  .Am.  Ord.  935-12,  app.  Doc.  14,  1964;  .An.  Or  d. 
101357,  amp.  Eeb.  13,  1973) 


It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  drive  or  operate,  or  engage  in 
tie  business  of  operating,  taxicabs,  unless  each  of  said  taxicabs  are 
equipped  with  a ta-ximetcr  which  lias  been  inspected  and  approved  by 
the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs.  ( An. Ord. 626 10, amp. Mnv  3, 
1332) 


Except  as  provided  in  flection  4 of  this  ordinance,  it  sluoll  be  unlawful: 

(a)  for  any  person  to  drive  or  operate,  or  engage  in  tnc  business  of 
opera  ting,  a taxicab  cr  taxicabs,  unless  a tamJjoeter  is  at  ail  tunes 
used  on  each  of  such  taxicabs  in  determining  tie  fare  or  rate  to  lx: 
charge--’,  and  collected;  or 

(b)  fc_  any  person  operating  or  driving,  or  engaged  in  the  business  of 
operating,  a raxicab  or  taxicabs,  to  charge,  demand,  collect,  or 
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receive  any  fare,  rate  or  choree  which  is  not  directly  based,  measured 
or  computed  upon  the  record  on  the  rending  face  of  the  taximeter 
used  on  such  taxicab  or  taxicabs ; or 

(c)  for  any  person  to  use  or  emoloy  any  other  or  different  method  of 
computing  or  measuring  such  distance  or  tine  chnrocs  than  the  rothods 
hereinatovc  specifically  provided.  (Am.Ord.  101C57,  apn.  Feb. 13,  1973) 

Repealed  by  Section  2,  Ord.  69535,  approved  Tovember  14,  1939. 

It  shall  lue  tiie  duty  of  the  owner,  lessee  in  possession,  or  -an v other 
person  having  possession  or  control  of  any  taxicab  to  at  all  tines 
keep  such  taximeter  accurate  and  to  have  the  same  approved  by  the 
Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  iicfcre  it  is  placed  in  scr-  • 
vice.  Approval  by  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 
shall  be  evidenced  by  his  certificate  which  si  nil  he  plainly  posted 
on  the  taximeter  for  the  information  of  the  public.  The  Director  of 
Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  shall  inspect  all  taximeters  at  least 
once  each  veor,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  inspect  then  any  tine , 

(Am.Ord.  62610,  ann.  Pay  3,  1932;  Am.  Ord.  69377,  Amo.  July  29,  1939) 

Every  taximeter  shall  be  installed  at  the  right  side  of  the  driver, 
either  adjoiiaing  the  cowl  or  dashlxiord  of  the  taxicab  or  tiie  nartiticn 
separating  the  driver  from  tiie  passenger  compartment,  and  at  such 
height  that  the  flag  thereof  may  )ne  readily  seen  by  observers  on  tiie. 
street.  The  reading  face  of  tiie  taximeter  shall  at  ail  tines  be  '•■ell 
lighted  and  distinctly  readable  to  tiie  passengers  within  tiie  taxicab . 

It  shall  be  unlawful  to  change  the  size  of  the  wheels  or  tires  of  any  * 

taxicab  or  the  gears  otxaratino  the  taximeter  or  to  change  the  taxi- 
meter from  one  taxicab  to  another  unless  such  taximeter  is  reins’, 'ectcd 
and  approved  by  tiie  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  /Affairs  before 
it  is  used.  (Am.  Ord.  62610,  app.  Pay  3,  1932;  Am.  (Ord.  69377,  aou. 

July  23,  1939) 

It  shall  be  unlav/ful  for  any  driver  of  a taxicab  while  carrying 
passengers  or  under  employment  to  display  the  flag  attached  to  the 
taximeter  at  such  a position  as  to  denote  that  such  taxicab  is  not 
employed,  or  to  threw  the  flag  of  the  taximeter  at  a recording  Position 
when  such  vehicle  is  not  actually  enr loved , or  to  fail  to  throw  tiie 
flag  of  such  taximeter  at  a non-recording  position  at  the  termination 
of  each  and  over*/  service. 

Every'  for-hire  car  shall  have  installed  and  maintained  therein  an 
accurate  clock  so  designed  and  positioned  as  to  be  readily  legible 
by  any  passenger . (Am.  Ord.  39192,  app.  April  13,  1960) 

Every  person  owning  or  operating  any  taxicab,  for-hire  car,  special 
services  vehicle,  sightseeing  car,  or  charter  bus,  sliall  keep  an 
accurate  daily  trip  sheet  for  each  shift  that  such  equipment  is 
operated.  These  trip  sheets  shall  be  kept  on  file  for  a period  of 
five  (5)  years,  shall  be  open  for  inspection  at  all  tines  by  the  Direc- 
tor of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  or  his  representatives  and  sJiail 
show  the  following  information:  tiie  driver's  name  and  for-liirc  driver's 
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licence  number , the  company  name  and  vehicle  nmljT,  the  date,  tine  and 
place  of  origin  and  of  dismissal  of  each  trip,  the  fare  oaid,  numh-cr  of 
pac. cancers  ravine;.,  and  any  other  items  for  which  a charge  in  nude.  The 
driver  of  any  taxicab,  special  sac/ icon  vehicle,  or  for-hire  car.  sluall 
on  rccruent  of  any  tassenger  payina  hir,  a fare  for  any  trip,  issue  a 
receipt  shovir.a  such  information  for  raid  trio.  ’Very  driver  of  a 
taxicab  or  srocial  services  vehicle,  and  every  oner  a tor  of  a vehicle 
for  hire,  in  addition  to  the  a lave  rocuirod  information,  sliall  caa.ne 
to  !a  ante  red  on  the  trio  sheet  the  tine  of  beginning  and  end  of  eacii 
siiift  and  tlie  mileage  r ending  of  the  vehicle  at  the  lac  inning  and  end 
of  each  shift . 

Every  owner  or  operator  of  tiny  taxicab,  for-hire  car,  special  sec/ ices 
vehicle,  sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus  shall  also  cause  to  be  at  all 
tines  carried  in  such  vehicles  remits  issued  by  the  ;iepartner.t  of 
Motor  Vehicles  of  'Washington  showing  such  vehicles  to  be  properly  bonded 
for  the  protection  of  the  public,  and  also  the  licenses  and  permits 
issued  pursuant  to  r.tty  ordinances.  (An. Ord.  62610,  app.  May  3,  1932; 

Am.  Ord.  C9192,  app.  April  IS,  1930;  An.  Ord.  101257,  app.  Feb.  13,  .1973) 

AJ.1  vehicles  operated  under  authority  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  inspected 
from  tine  to  tine  by  the  director  of  Licenses  and  Concmer  .Affairs  for 
the  purpose  of  de termini nc  cleanliness,  cro^er  eruirnent,  appearance  and 
safe  condition  for  the  transportation  of  passengers;  and  the  Director 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  /affairs  sliall  at  the  tire  of  such  inspection, 
determine  for  the  guidance  of  the  public  tie  classification  and  capacity 
of  the  vehicle  inspected;  and  it  sin  11  he  unlawful  for  any  person  to 
drive  or  operate,  or  engage  in  the  business  of  operating,  any  taxicab, 
for-hire  car,  special  services  vehicle,  or  sightseeing  car  or  c: inrtcr 
bus,  unless  and  until  tb.e  same  has  been  inspected  and  approved  by  the 
Director  of  Licenses  and  Consurer  .Affairs.  (Am.  Ord.  62610,  a nn.  Ma*'  3, 
1932;  Am.  Ord.  101257,  app.  Feb.  13,  1973) 

The  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  shall  have  rower  to  adent, 
subject  to  approval  !.y  tiic  City  Council,  and  to  enforce,  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  are  not  inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  and  as  arc 
necessary’  for  its  enforcement.  Violation  of  or  failure  to  comply  with 
any  such  rule  or  regulation  shall  bo  deemed  a violation  of  the  ordinance. 

A copy  of  current  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  on  file  and  available 
for  public  examination  in  the  City  Comptroller's  office.  (Added  Ord. 
93542,  app.  Dec.  14,  196-1) 

Tliat  ejiccpt  for  sightseeing  cars  and  charter  busses,  all  ’/chicles 
operated  under  a permit  issued  pursuant  to  this  ordinance  shall  ’■>?. 
equipped  with  seat  belts  for  the  use  of  each  rassenoer  wivo  may  be  carried 
by  such  vehicle.  Such  seat  belts  shall  !xi  installed  and  maintained  in 
accordance  with  standards  established  by  the  United  States  Secretary  of 
Transportation  pursuant  to  tine  Motional  Traffic  and  Motor  Vehicle  Safety 
Act  of  1966,  as  amended.  (Added  Ord.  103347,  app.  May  24,  1974) 

It  shall  te  unlawful  for  any  trerson  owning,  controllina,  or  engaged  in 
the  business  of  operation  taxicabs,  for-hire  cars,  snccial  ser/iocs 
vehicles,  or  sightseeing  cars  or  charter  busses  to  employ  as  a driver 
of  any  such  vehicle,  or  ; emi t any  such  vehicle  to  be  driven  by,  a driver 
who  does  not  possess  a valid  and  sui cist inn  For-! lire  Driver's  License. 

(Am. Ord.  101C57,  approved  February  13,  1973) 
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Any  driver  of  a taxicab,  special  services  vehicle,  or  for-hirc  car 
w)io  shall  charge  any  passenger  a rate  of  fare  other  than  that  provided 
for  in  Section  4 hereof,  shall  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  punished, 
in  addition  to  the  other  penalties  herein  provided,  by  having  his 
For-i lire  driver's  License  susj xindcd  for  a varied  of  not  less  tivon  six 
months  nor  more  than  one  year.  (An. Ord.  101857,  app.  Fob.  13,  1973) 

Any  driver  of  a taxicab,  special  services  vehicle,  or  for -hire  car 
employed  to  carry  passengers  to  a definite  point  shall  take  the  most 
direct  route  possible  that  will  carr/  the  passenger  safely  and 
expeditiously  to  Ids  destination.  (Am.  Ord.  101857,  app.  Feb.  13,  1973) 

Repealed  by  Ordinance  Mo.  89192,  approved  April  18,  1960. 


Repealed  by  Ordinance  ito . 30156,  approved  May  1,  1959. 


It  shall  be  unlawful  for  anyone  engaged  in  the  business  of  operating 
a taxicab,  special  services  vehicle,  for-hire  car,  or  sightseeing  car 
or  charter  bus,  to  knowingly  employ  a driver  who  has  within  one  (1) 
year  been  convicted  of  driving  any  motor  vehicle-  while  intoxicated. 

(Am. Ord.  80643,  arm.  Jan.  3,  1952;  Am.  Ord.  87597,  anp.  Oct.  15,  1958; 
Am.  Ord.  101857,  app.  Feb.  13,  1973) 

If  any  driver  of  a taxicab,  for-hire  car,  special  services  vehicle, 
or  sightseeing  car  or  charter  has,  shall  be  convicted  of  driving  such 
vehicle  while  drunk  or  under  tKe  influence  of  narcotics,  the  For-Pire 
Driver's  Licence  of  such  driver  shall  be  revoked,  and  he  si  all  not  bo 
granted  a For-hire  Driver's  License  for  a period  of  at  least  one  year 
from  the  date  of  such  conviction.  (Am. Ord.  101357,  app.  Feb.  13,  1973) 

It  is  unlawful  for  any  driver  of  a taxicab  to  refuse  to  accept  as  a 
passenger  any  person  of  pror^er  deportment  who  reguests  a ride  when  the 
taxicab  is  unemployed , or  for  the  driver  of  a special  services  vehicle 
to  refuse  to  accept  as  a passenger  any  h-anclicarxxy?.  ^erson  presenting  a 
proper  identification  card,  or  any  jxarson  sixty- five  years  of  ago  or 
older  presenting  a medicare  card  or  other  proof  of  age,  who  requests 
a ride  when  the  special  services  vehicle  is  unemployed ; and  it  is  unlaw- 
ful for  any  person  to  refuse  to  pay  the  regular  fare  for  a taxicab,  for- 
hire  car,  special  services  vehicle , or  sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus, 
after  havina  hired  the  same . (Am. Ord. 73762 , app.  Jan.  22,  1945;  Am.  Ord. 
101357,  app".  Feb.  13,  1973) 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  driver  of  a taxicab,  for-hire  car  or 
sightseeing  car  to  leave  the  same  unattended  or  to  make  repairs  or  wash 
his  veriiclc  while  in  a taxicab  stand,  for-hire  stand,  or  sightseeing 
stand . 

repealed  by  Ordinance  No.  101357,  approved  pebruary  13,  1973. 


Persons  served  with  a taxicab  or  srxioial  services  vehicle  hereunder 
sliall  ho  entitled  to  have  suer  valises  or  small  hand  Ixacrcrage  as  can 
conveniently  carried  within  the  vehicle  loaded,  conveyed  and  unloaded 
without  charge.  Ter  sons  cancelling  calls  for  taxicabs,  sjocial  services 
vehicle,  or  for-hirc  cars  after  dispatch  in  answer  thereto,  nay  be 
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charged  the  same  rate  as  if  used.  (Am.Ord.  69144,  non.  Aoril  23,  1939; 
An.Ord.  74006 , aeo.  June  19,  19-15;  An.Ord.  101357T  ann.  Fcbruorv  13, 
1973) 


It  shall  l*o  unlawful  for  any  norson  to  operate  a sightseeing  car  in 
tiie  City  of  Seattle  without  first  furr.i.shir.g  to  tiio  Director  of 
Licenses  and  Consumer  .Affairs  for  filing  with  the  City  Comptroller  a 
statement  showing  tiie  numlxar  of  cars  to  to  operated , their  capacity, 
tlie  route  or  routes  to  followed,  and  termini,  rates  to  he  charged 
and  such  otlier  information  as  tiie  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer 
Affairs  nay  deem  necessarv  for  protper  supervision  and  the  public  good; 
provider  1,  tint  such  statements  si  vail  Ixe  filed  annually  during  tiie 
non tdi  of  hay. 


It  shall  Ixi  unlawful  to  misrepresent  tiie  route  travelled  or  to  ci large 
any  passenger  anv  otlier  rate  for  any  trip  other  than  tiie  rate  filed 
for  such  trip  with  the  City  Comptroller.  (Am.Ord.  62610,  app.  May  3, 

1945;  Am.Ord.  89192,  App.  .April  IS,  1960) 

Mo  t runic  or  loaggngs  except  as  Provided  in  flection  25  shall  be  carried 
by  anv  taxicab  or  special  services  vehicle.  (Am.Ord.  74006,  apn.  June  19, 
1945, ~ Am.  Ord.  101057, app.  Teh.  12.  1973) 

Any  person  violating  or  failing  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a misdoanor  and  upon 
conviction  tiicreof  shall  1 e punished  by  a fine  in  anv  sum.  not  exceed- 
ing Tiiree  Hundred  Dollars  (7300.00)  , or  by  imprisonment  in  the  City 
Jail  for  a period  not  exceeding  ninety  (90)  days,  or  by  Loth  such  fine 
and  imprisonment. 


If  any  section,  subsection,  subdivision,  sentence,  clause,  or  phrase 
of  this  ordinance,  is  for  any  reason  held  to  xe  unconstitutional  or 
void  such  decision  shall  not  effect  the  validity  of  the  remaining 
jXDrtions  of  this  ordinance. 
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Tins  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  ir,  farce  thirty  days  from  and 
after  its  passage  and  approval , if  approved  bv  the  Mayor;  otherwise 
it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  bcconc  a law  under  tic 
provisions  of  the  City  Charter.  (Am.Ord.  102637,  app.  Oct.  3,  1973) 


APPDOVUD:  August  14,  1930 
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Appendix  B.  2 

CITY  OF  SEATTLE  ORDINANCES  EFFECTING 
MAJOR  TAXI  REGULATORY  CHANGES 


— - ■ * 

OKDINAWO;  I»5!IC17 
AN  ORDINANOfc  relating  1 <*-♦! he 
regulation  of  ^£-hnrifr  f'fTniiles 
and  amending  Sections  2,  2i, 
:t-A,  5,  K,  !>,  in,  13,  14.  14a.  anil 
20  of  Ordinance  ."dlSHO  to  trans- 
fer certain  functions  from  the 
City  Council  anil  City  Comp- 
troller to  the  Director  of  Li- 
censes and  Consumer  Affairs. 
DR  IT  ORDAINED  It V THE  CITY 
OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 
Section  1.  That  ns  of  the  oper- 
ative date  of  an  ordinance  creat- 
ing a Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs,  Section  2 of 
Ordinance  508(ifi  as  last  amended 
hy  Ordinance  1111x57.  is  further 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  2.  ft  shall  tie  un- 
lawful to  engage  in  the  business 
of  operating  any  taxlenb.  for- 
hire  car.  special  services  vehicle, 
sightseeing  cur  or  charter  bus 
without  first  obtaining  a permit 
so  to  do  In  the  following  manner: 
The  applicant  for  such  permit, 
in  manner  approved  by  the  DI- 
RECTOR OF  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AFFAIRS.  shall 
show  In  his  applies  t ion.  Die  clas- 
sification under  which  the  vehi- 
cle will  be  operated,  as  "taxi- 
euli,"  "for-hire  car'’  "spccia  I sen ■- 
Ices  vehicle. ’*  nr  "sig ii  I -see in g 
ear  or  rhnrtcr  bus,"  the  '••al- 
ly period  for  which  the  permit 
is  sought  and  shall  furnish  full, 
true  and  accurate  Information 
concerning  the  ownership,  iden- 
tification. company  vehicle  num- 
ber, the  name,  fictitious  or  other- 
wise, under  which  the  vehicle  is 
to  be  operated,  the  distinguish- 
ing color  . scheme,  design  or 
dress,  including  any  monogram 
or  insignia  to  be  used  on  the  ve- 
hicle and.  as  required  hv  the  DI- 
RECTOR OK  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AFFAIRS,  the  num- 
ber of  days  and  the  mileage  for 
each  day  of  operation  for  any  or 
all  vehicles  operated  by  the  ap- 
plicant under  any  permit  issued 
under  the  provisions  of  this  or- 
dinance for  the  year  preceding 
the  yearly  period  specified  in  the 
application  for  a permit.  The  ap- 
plicant shall  furnish  such  other 
Information  as  mav  lie  required 
by  the  DIRECTOR  OF  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AFFAIRS 
which  he  deems  necessary  to  aid 
in  the  enforcement  of  this  ordi- 
nance. 

No  such  permit  shall  he  Issued 
unless  the  applicant  therefor 
FURNISHES  TO  THE  DIREC- 
TOR OK  LICENSES  AND  CON- 
SUMER AFFAIRS  FOR  Ftl.INO 
with  the  City  Comptroller  satis- 
factory evidence  of  a policy  or 
pollcleo  of  pub.ic  liability  Insur- 
ance In  l he  sum  of  Twenty-five 
Thousand  Dollars  (*2fi.aatD  for 
the  Injury  or  death  of  one  person, 
or  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  ($50. - 
000)  for  the  Injury  or  death  of 
more  than  one  person  in  any  one 
accident,  and  Ten  Thousand  Dol- 
lars ($10,onn)  for  property  dam- 
age. Issued  by  an  insurance  com- 
pany or  companies  authorized  to 
do  business  in  the  State  of  Wash- 
ington. Said  policy  or  policies 
shall,  in  addition,  by  endorsement 
or  otherwise,  name  The  City  of 
Seattle  as  an  additional  insured 
and  provide  that  The  City  of  Se- 
attle, its  officers,  agents,  and  em- 
ployees, shall  he  indemnified  and 


*No  other  reproducible  copy  of  Ordinance  102637  is  available,  according  to 
DEC  A. 
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hekl  harmless  from  any  loss,  nr 
claim  or  suit  for  diimanes  or  In- 
jury from  the  use  or  o|ier«tlon 
of  nil)'  vehicle  or  vehicle*  oper- 
ated under  such  permit,  nml  shall 
further  proville  that  not  less  than 
ten  days  written  notice  shnll  hi’ 
(riven  to  the  DIRECTOR  OK  LI- 
CENSES AND  CONSUMER  A F- 
KAIRS  In  the  event  of  any 
chantre  or  cancellation.  Such  in- 
surance shall  he  maintained  in 
full  force  ami  effect  for  the  lull 
period  to  he  covered  by  the  per- 
mit applied  for  and  failure  to  do 
so  shall  result  In  the  automatic- 
suspension  of  such  permit. 

No  permit  to  operate  a special 
services  vehicle  shall  be  issued 
unless  ill  the  lime  of  muliinir 
application  therefor,  the  appli- 
cant FURNISHES  TO  THE  DI- 
RECTOR OK  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AKKAIRS  KOR  FI  L- 
IN<!  with  the  City  Comptroller 
tile  schedule  of  rates,  fares  and 
charues  applicable  to  the  opera- 
tion of  such  special  services  ve- 
hicle diirinu  the  yearly  period 
for  which  the  permit  is  souirh t 
and  no  such  schedule  shall  be 
chamred  d u riiuf  such  yearly 
period  except  upon  the  approval 
of  the  DIRECTOR  OK  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AKKAIRS. 

The  DIRECTOR  OK  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AFFAIRS  may 
inquire  into  the  correctness  and 
accuracy  of  the  information  fur- 
nished. and  if  he  is  satisfied, 
after  investigation,  that  the  ap- 
plicant has  met  the  various  re- 
quirements of  this  ordinance: 
that  the  mime  under  which  the 
applicant  is  to  operate  and  the 
color  scheme  used  upon  I lie 
mol  or  vehicle  do  not  conflict 
with  any  other  so  used,  or  tend 
to  deceive  the  public:  that  the 

motor  vehicle  is  equipped  with 
proper  Slate  license  and  is  prop- 
erly bonded  for  the  protect  ion  ol' 

I lie  public  as  required  by  law. 
SAID  DIRECTOR  MAY  SO  I'EII- 
Tl  K V T<  i Til  E C IT  V t '<  l.M  I'TIS  X .- 
LEU  KOR  ISSUANCE  oK  A KER- 
M1T  therefor  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  ordinance, 
and  ill  sueli  form  as  shall  lie 
prescribed  bv  I in*  DIRECTOR  OK 
LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER  A K- 
l-'AJRS  uuthorizintr  tin*  operation 

• if  said  motor  vehicle  under  tile 
classification  applied  for  for  a 
period  emliiiir  AuK'ust  "1  next 
succeed  ilia  1 1**'  dale  of  issue,  and 
such  permit  may  lie  reissued  for 
succeeding  yearly  period  to  llie 
same  permit  holder  and  for  tltn 
same  motor  vehicle  when  I lie  re- 
qiiireinenls  of  this  ordinance  are 
otherwise  mel  AND  SO  t’EItTI- 
KIED  f'.Y  THE  DIRECTOR  OK 
LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER  A K- 
KA  I RS. 

Transfer  of  a permit  to  any 
other  person  mav  be  authorized 
on  I v UPON  THE'  APPROVAL  of 
the  DIRECTOR  i iF  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AKKAIRS  for 
muni  cause  show  li : provided  Ilia  I 
noliiina  herein  shall  prevent  the 
holder  of  a taxicab  permit  from 
leasiiiK  such  taxicab  to  another 
person  or  persons  for  use  or  op- 
eration. Application  for  transfer 
of  u permit  lo  another  person 
shall  stale  the  reasons  for  re- 
questing' llle  Iralisfer.  (lie  trade 
name  ami  color  scheme  under 
which  the  vehicle  will  lie  • • 1 1 - 

• trilled,  and  a d c I a I I e d de- 
script  lull  of  I ll  e p r o n o s e d 
operation  of  the  vehicle.  The  DI- 
RECTOR OK  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AKKAIRS  shall  DE- 
TERMINE wheiher  transfer  of 


such  permit  and  iqa-riiliou  of  the 
vehicle  as  proposed  will  best 
serve  tile  public  Kalltire  on  the 
pnrt  of  any  permit  holder  to  np- 
ernte  such  vehicle  in  accordn lice 
with  the  proposed  operation  de- 
scribed in  said  application,  .shall 
lie  liTnuuds  for  re  vocal  inti  of  such 
permit.  No  permit  shall  he  trans- 
ferred to  the  operation  of  any 
other  motor  vehicle  without  ap- 
proval of  the  DIRECTOR  OK  LI- 
CENSES AND  CONSUMER  AK- 
KAIRS. and  unless  the  motor  ve- 
hicle for  which  the  permit  to 
operate  is  issued  shall  lie  sold, 
become  obsolete,  unsafe  or  unfit 
for  further  use,  of  which  the 
DIRECTOR  OK  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AKKAIRS  shall  be 
the  exclusive  j till  ire : provided 

that  ii  permit  issued  for  the 
operation  of  a taxicab  may  be 
transferred  to  another  motor 
vehicle  which  lias  been  previous- 
ly inspected  and  approved  bv  the 
DIRECTOR  OK  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AKKAIRS  as  meot- 
ina  the  requirements  of  this  or- 
dinance a n d designated  as  a 
stantl-hy  vehicle,  and  such  stand- 
by vehicle  may  tie  operated  under 
such  permit. 

No  taxicab  permit  shall  lie  Is- 
sued for  a second  or  succeed  In  a 
year  for  the  same  taxicab  or  for 
any  other  taxicab  under  the 
same  permit,  unless  the  taxicab 
and  any  other  taxicab  for  which 
the  permit  has  been  transferred 
as  herein  authorized,  has  durintr 
the  yearly  period  covered  by  the 
permit  been  operated  for  at  least 
ten  (10)  miles  per  day  for  two 
hundred  and  forty  (240)  days  of 
said  year,  and  no  special  serv- 
ices vehicle  permit  shall  he  is- 
sued for  a second  year  for  the 
same  special  services  vehicle  or 
for  any  other  special  services 
vehicle  under  tile  smite  permit, 
unless  the  special  services  ve- 
hicle and  any  other  special  serv- 
ices vehicle  for  which  the  permit 
has  been  l ra osl'eri  i’il  as  herein 
mil liori/.cd.  lias  durina  the  yearly 
period  covered  by  the  permit 
been  operated  for  at  least  ten 
(111)  miles  per  day  for  one  Ittili- 
dred  eitihly  (ISO)  days  of  said 
leaf,  nor  shall  any  new  (uxietih 
or  special  services  vehicle  per- 
mit he  issued  to  any  person  liold- 
ina'  a permit  which  lap- cs  be- 
cause of  failure  lo  meet  Hie  fore- 
a’nina  requirement  in  tile  next 
preceding  year:  provided,  that 

the  DIRECTOR  OK  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AKKAIRS  for 
u'ond  cause  shown,  may  waive  the 
forca'nina  requirement,  and  upon 
such  waiver  the  City  Comptrol- 
ler shall  lie  aut  Itorized  to  issue 
a new  permit. 

Section  2.  That  as  of  the  opera- 
tive date  of  an  ordinance  creat- 
ing: a Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs,  Section  21  <f 
ordinance  5!>Si;6  tuldi  :l  thereto 
by  Ordinance  N763i>  is  amended  lo 
read  as  follows: 

Section  21.  Each  applica- 
tion for  a taxicab  permit  or  re- 
newal or  transfer  thereof  made 
by  or  mi  behalf  of  a corporation 
under  this  ordinance  shall  in- 
clude a list  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  shareholders  of 
such  corporation,  and  no  clinnac 
in  such  shareholders  shall  lie 
made  without  first  ohtnlninif  the 
A UK  KOVAL  of  Hie  DIRECTOR 
i >K  LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER 
AKKAIRS.  and  failure  to  comply 
with  this  provision  shall  lie 
grounds  for  revocation  of  sm  Ii 
permit. 


Section  That  as  of  the  opera- 
tive date  ol  an  ordinance  creat- 
ion a Department  of  Licenses  and 
Dnusumer  Affairs,  Section  :t  of 
ordinance  Mi.siiii  us  Iasi  amended 
by  ordinance  101X57  is  further 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3.  The  number  of 
taxicabs  and  special  services  ve- 
hicles authorized  to  o p e r a t e 
taxicabs  authorized  to  operate, 
and  for  which  permits  may  lie 
issued,  shnll  lie  based  upon  the 
population  of  the  City,  as  deter- 
mined In  the  last  preceding  Unit- 
ed States  census,  at  the  ratio  of 
one  (1)  taxicab  to  each  twenty- 
five  hundred  (2,jini)  Inhabitants; 
and  one  (1)  special  services  ve- 
hicle to  each  twenty-five  thou- 
sand (2.ri.000)  inhabitants:  Pro- 

vided. that  this  limitation  shall 
not  affect  taxicabs  in  operation 
under  license  on  September  9. 
1 iliifi.  except  as  such  vehicles  are 
abandoned  through  inability  of 
operators  to  meet  Hie  require- 
ments of  this  ordinance:  pro- 

vided. flirt  tier,  that  notwith- 
standina  such  limitation  of  the 
total  number  of  taxicab  permits 
herein  prescribed.  Hie  City  Comp- 
troller may  under  the  pmvnions 
of  tills  ordinance  issue  permits 
for  Hie  operation  of  any  addi- 
tional taxicabs  previously  li- 
censed by  Kina  County  for  a 
period  of  at  least  two  years  im- 
mediately prior  to  annexation  ill 
territory  annexed  to  the  City 
and  durina'  tills  period  continu- 
ously operated  in  such  territory 
from  a principal  office  located 
within  Hie  same:  hut  in  such 

cases  no  new  permit  or  trans- 
fer of  permit  shnll  he  issued 
based  upon  the  sale,  lease,  as- 
signment. or  other  transfer  of 
any  such  taxicab  nr  taxicab  busi- 
ness. within  a period  of  two 
years;  and  provided  further  that 
not  wi  tlisln  ndinif  sueli  limitation 
of  Hie  total  number  of  special 
services  vehicles  permits  herein 
prescribed.  Hie  City  Comptroller 
may  under  the  provision  of  this 
ordinance  Issue  permits  for  the 
operation  of  additional  special 
services  vehicles  to  holders  of 
permits  for  Hie  operation  of  any 
taxicab,  for- hi  re  car,  siuhtseeiiiR 
car  or  charter  bus. 

Notwithstanding  the  above 
limitations  and  conditions,  the 
DIRECTOR  OK  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AKKAIRS  is  author- 
ized to  determine  from  time  to 
time  whether  the  public  conven- 
ience and  necessity  requires  the 
issuance  of  additional  taxicuh 
or  special  services  vehicle  per- 
mits. A p p I i e a l i o n s for  such 
additional  permits  and  determi- 
nation of  public  convenience  and 
necessity  therefor  shull  he  in 
conformity  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  set  forth  In  Section 
3-A  of  this  ordinance. 

Section  4.  That  as  of  the  opera- 
tive date  of  an  ordinurice  creat- 
ing a Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs,  Section  3-A  of 
ordinance  59866  as  last  amended 
by  Ordlnnce  101X57  is  further 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3-A.  Persons  de- 
si rin if  additional  taxicab  or  spe- 
cial services  vehicle  permits,  as 
contemplated  hereunder,  s h a I 1 
malm  written  application  there- 
for to  the  DIRECTOR  OK  LI- 
CENSES AND  CONSUMER  AK- 
KAIRS on  forms  prescribed  by 
HIM.  Such  application  shall  in- 
clude the  applicant's  full  name 
and  address,  and  if  the  applicant 
is  an  employee,  the  name  of  his 
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employer.  In  the  case  of  taxi- 
cabs. applicants  ahull  allow  by 
eumpeicut  evidence  llin.l  lie.  nr 
one  of  two  joint  applicants.  Inis 
been  tut  operator  or  a joint  II* 
':<*  i:  ee  of  the  type  of  vehicle  for 
which  such  add  It  ionn  I permit  la 
sought  for  at  lead  two  yea  ra 
next  preceding  said  application. 

I’.efore  any  additional  permits 
In  operate  taxicaha  or  special 
service-!  vehicles  are  granted, 
the  MIR  ECTOR  OF  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AFFAIRS  shall 
fix  a time  and  place  for  a hear- 
ing on  the  application.  Notice  of 
such  hearing-  shall  be  given  in 
writing  to  the  applicant  and  to 
all  persons  holding  permits  for 
taxicabs  or  s|>ociul  services  ve- 
hicle : as  the  case  may  be.  Notice 
shall  he  given  to  the  public  by 
publication  in  'he  official  news- 
paper of  the  City  rot  less  than 
fifteen  (lf>)  davs  prior  to  the  dale 
of  hearing.  The  m RECTOR  OF 
LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER  AF- 
FAIRS may  receive  any  evidence, 
hear  testimony,  and  may  call 
witnesses  as.  in  HIS  discretion. 
HE  may  deem  advisable  In  order 
to  make  HIS  determination  of 
whether  additional  taxicab  per- 
mits shall  be  granted  or  denied. 
In  the  hearing  provided,  the  bur- 
den of  proof  shall  lie  upon  the 
applicant  to  establish  by  dear, 
cogent  and  convincing  evidence 
that  public  con veiiicnee  and  tie- 
resit  v require  tile  no.-ration  of 
llte  service  for  which  appli- 
cation has  hoon  made  and  llial 
the  applicant  is  fit,  aide  and 
willing  to  perform  silch  transpor- 
tation of  persons  and  property 
as  proposed  In  the  application. 

In  determining  whether  public 
convenience  and  necessity  require 
the  Issuance  of  additional  permits 
for  taxicabs,  the  DIRECTOR  OF 
LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER  AF- 
FAIRS shnll  take  into  considera- 
tion the  following: 

fa)  The  number  of  tnxicabs 
or  special  services  vehicles  its 
the  case  may  be  already  oper- 
ating under  permits: 

(b)  Whether  the  require- 
ments ol\  public  convenience 
and  neceraity  can  he  met  and 
compiled  with  only  by  the  1s- 
sua  ce  of  additional  nermi's: 

(c)  The  probable  effect  of  In- 
creased service  on  local  traffic 
conditions: 

(d)  Whether  the  increased 
service  would  result  In  ruinous 
competition: 

(el  The  effect  on  working 
conditions  and  wages  paid  to 
drivers  of  taxicabs  or  special 
services  vehicles  as  the  ense 
may  bo 

(f)  Whether  the  additional 
service  requested  cannot  best 
he  rendered  by  existing  op- 
erators : 

(g)  The  financial  responsibil- 
ity of  the  applicant; 

(hi  The  type  and  condition  of 
equipment  proposed  to  he 
operated ; 

(I)  The  character,  experience, 
and  responsibility  of  the  appli- 
cant and  such  other  relevant 
facts  as  the  DIRECTOR  OF  LI- 
CENSES AND  CONSUMER  AF- 
FAIRS may  deem  advisable, 
pertinent,  or  necessary  to  aid 
in  determining  whether  public 
convenience  and  necessity  rc- 
uuiro  1 In-  Ismia  nee  of  such  ad- 
ditional permits. 

Such  additional  permits  shall 
he  issued  a d reissued  and  shall 
he  l ra nsfern Ido  only  as  provided 
in  Section  2 of  this  ordinance. 


Taxicabs  operated  pursuant  to 
-mill  permit  shall  he  equipped 
whh  two-way  radios  operating 
on  an  independent  radio  fre- 
quency authorized  by  the  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commis- 
sion. 

Section  5.  That  as  of  the  opera- 
tive date  of  an  ordinance  creating 
a Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs.  Section  5 of 
Ordinance  5080.0,  as  last  amended 
by  Ordinance  101857  is  further 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  5.  Each  taxicab 
or  special  services  vehicle 
shall  have  conspicuously  display- 
ed within  Its  passenger  compart- 
ment a card  hearing  the  name 
and  number  of  said  taxicab  or 
special  services  vehicle  and  the 
rates  of  fare  fixed  by  this  ordi- 
nance as  to  any  such  taxicab, 
or  the  schedule  of  rates  filed 
with  the  City  Comptroller  for 
any  such  special  services  vehicle: 
provided  l hat  tiny  vehicle  being 
operated  both  as  a taxicab  and 
ns  a special  services  vehicle  shall 
have  displayed  a card  hearing 
the  rales  of  fare  applicable  lo 
both  such  tyi.es  of  operation. 
Said  card  shall  he  of  a form 
and  size  approved  hv  the 
DIRECTOR  OF  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AFFAIRS  and  shnll 
he  posted  as  prescribed  by  him. 
During  hours  of  darkness  sueli 
cards  shall  he  so  illuminated  as 
to  he  readily  discernible  hy  pas- 
sengers. 

Section  ll.  That  as  of  the  oper- 
ative date  of  an  ordinance  creat- 
ing a Department  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs,  Section  •! 
of  Ordinance  5 as  last 

amended  by  Ordinance  6261(1.  Is 
further  amended  to  rend  as 
fol  lo  ws : 

Section  (5.  It  shall  be  un- 
lawful for  any  person  to  drive  nr 
operate,  or  engage  in  the  busi- 
ness of  operating  taxicabs,  unless 
each  of  said  taxicabs  are  equlp- 

Ced  with  a taximeter  which  has 
een  Inspected  and  approved  by 
the  DIRECTOR  OF  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AFFAIRS. 

Section  7.  That  ns  of  the  oper- 
ative date  of  an  ordinance  creat- 
ing a Department  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs,  Section  9 
of  Ordinance  5986f>,  as  last 
amended  hy  Ordinance  62616  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Section  9.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  owner,  lessee  In  pos- 
session. or  any  other  person  hav- 
ing possession  or  control  of  any 
taxicab  to  at  all  times  keep  such 
taximeter  accurate  and  to  have 
the  same  approved  hv  the  DI- 
RECTOR OF  LICENSES  AND 
CONSUMER  AFFAIRS  before  It 
Is  placed  in  service.  Approval  hv 
the  DIRECTOR  OI  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AFFAIRS  shall 
be  evidenced  by  his  certificate 
which  shall  be  plainly  posted  on 
the  taximeter  'or  the  information 
of  the  public.  The  DIRECTOR  OF 
LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER  AF- 
FAIRS shall  Inspect  all  taxi- 
meters at  least  once  each  year, 
and  shall  have  the  right  to  In- 
spect them  any  time. 

Section  8.  Thnt  as  of  the  oper- 
ative date  of  an  ordinance  creat- 
ing u Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs.  Section  10  of 
ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended 
by  Ordinance  69377.  Is  further 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Seetlon  10.  Every  taximeter 
shnll  he  Installed  at  the  right 
side  of  the  driver,  either  adjoin- 
ing the  cowl  or  dashboard  of  the 


taxicab  or  the  partition  separat- 
ing the  driver  from  the  passenger 
compartment,  ami  at  such  height 
that  the  flag  thereof  may  he 
read!lv  seen  hy  observers  on  the 
street.  The  reading  face  of  the 
taximeter  shall  tit  all  times  he 
well  lighted  and  distinctly  read- 
able to  the  passengers  within  the 
taxicab.  It  shall  he  unlawful  lo 
change  the  size  of  the  wheels  or 
tires  of  any  taxicab  or  the  gears 
operating  the  taximeter  or  to 
change  the  taximeter  from  one 
taxicab  to  another  unless  such 
taximeter  is  reinspected  and  ap- 
proved by  the  DIRECTOR  OF  LI- 
CENSES AND  CONSUMER  AF- 
FAIRS before  it  Is  used. 

Section  9.  That  as  of  the  oper- 
ative date  of  an  ordinance  creat- 
ing a Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs,  Section  13  of 
Ordinance  59Sf.it.  as  last  amended 
hy  Ordinance  D'1857.  is  further 
amended  lo  rend  as  follows: 

Section  13.  Every  person 
owning  or  operating  any  taxicab, 
for- III  re  cur.  spec  in  I service- 
v e h i e I e.  sigh  I seeing  ear  ol* 
charter  bus.  shall  keep  an  accur- 
ate daily  trip  sheet  for  ench  shift 
that  such  equipment  Is  operated. 
These  trip  sheets  shnll  he  kept  on 
file  fur  a period  of  five  (5)  years, 
shall  he  open  for  inspection  at  all 
limes  hv  the  DIRECTOR  OF  LI- 
CENSES AND  CONSUMER  AF- 
FA  I Its  or  his  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES and  shttl  I show  Ihe  fol- 
lowing informal  ion  : ihe  driver’s 
name  it  ml  For- Hi  re  Driver's  Li- 
cense number,  the  company  name 
and  vehicle  number,  the  date, 
time  and  place  of  origin  and  of 
dismissal  of  each  trip,  the  fare 
paid,  number  of  passengers  pay- 
ing. and  any  other  items  for 
which  a charge  is  made.  The 
driver  of  any  taxicab,  special 
services  vehicle.  >>r  foe-hire  cur 
shall,  on  reqiiesl  of  any  pas- 
senger paying  him  a fare  foe 
any  trip,  issue  a receipt  showing 
such  information  for  said  trip. 
Every  driver  of  a taxicab  or 
special  service1  vehicle,  and  every 
operator  of  n vehicle  for  hire, 
ill  addilioo  to  (lie  above  required 
information,  shall  cutise  to  to- 
entered  on  the  trip  sheet  tile 
time  of  beginning  and  end  of 
each  shift  anil  Ihe  mileage  read- 
ing' of  the  vehicle  at  I he  begin- 
ning' and  end  of  each  shift. 

Every  owner  or  operator  of  any 
taxicab.  for  - hire  car,  special 
services  vehicle,  sightseeing 
ear  or  charter  bus  shall  also 
cause  to  he  at  all  times  carried 
in  such  vehicles  permits  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Motor  Ve- 
hicles of  Washington  showing 
s tie  h vehicles  to  he  properly 
bonded  for  the  protection  of  the 
public,  and  also  the  licences  and 
permits  issued  pursuant  to  City 
ordinances. 

Section  10.  That  as  of  the  op- 
erative date  of  an  ordinance 
creating  a Department  of  Li- 
censes and  Consumer  Affairs. 
Section  14  of  Ordinance  39868.  as 
last  amended  h.v  Ordlance  101857. 
Is  further  amended  to  read  as 
follows : 

Section  14.  All  vehicles  op- 
erated under  authority  of  this 
ordinance  shall  be  Inspected  from 
time  to  time  hv  the  DIRECTOR 
OF  LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining cleanliness.  proper 
equipment,  appearance  and  safe 
condition  for  the  transportation 
of  passengers:  and  the  DIREC- 
TOR OF  LICENSES  AuND  CON- 
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SUM  ran  AFFAIRS  shall,  at  the 
time  of  such  inspection,  deter- 
mine for  the  guidance  of  the  pub- 
lic the  classification  and  capacity 
• if  the  vehicle  Inspected;  and  it 
shall  he  unlawful  far  any  persmt 
to  drive  or  operate,  or  engage  In 
the  business  of  operating,  any 
lax  ten  It.  for- It  ire  ear.  s p e rial 
services  vehicle.  or  sightsee- 
ing car,  unless  and  until  the  same 
has  hem  inspected  and  approved 
hv  the  DIRECTOR  OF  LICENSES 
AND  CONSUMER  AFFAIRS. 

Section  11.  That  as  of  the  op- 
erative date  of  an  ordinance 
creating  a Department  of  Li- 
censes and  Consumer  Affairs, 
Section  14a  of  Ordinance  SHSiifi, 
added  thereto  by  Ordinance  9354:2, 
is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  14a.  The  DIREC- 
TOR OF  LICENSES  AND  CON- 
SUMER AFFAIRS  shall  have 
power  to  adopt,  subject  to  ap- 
proval by  the  City  Council,  and 
to  enforce,  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  are  not  inconsistent 
with  this  ordinance  and  as  are 
necessary  for  its  enforcement. 
Violation  of  or  failure  to  comply 
with  any  such  rule  or  regulation 
shall  he  deemed  a violation  of  the 
ordinance.  A copy  of  current 
rules  and  regulations  shall  be  on 
file  and  available  for  public  ex- 
amination In  the  City  Comptrol- 
ler's office. 

Section  1 2.  That  as  of  the  op- 
erative date  of  an  ordinance 
creating  a Department  of  Li- 
censes and  t'unsnmer  Affairs. 
Section  2'!  of  Ordinance  fiOSlill,  as 
last  amended  by  Ordinance  89192. 
Is  further  amended  to  read  as 
follows : 

Section  2t!.  It  Is.  unlawful 
for  any  person  to  operate  a sight- 
seeing car  in  the  City  of  Seattle 
wit  In  oil  first  FI  ’ I {NISH  I Nt  • T<  > 
THE  I >1  I!  Ei 'TOR  OF  l.lt'ENNES 
AND  I'oNSf.MEi:  AFFAIRS  Foil 
filing  with  I lie  Oily  l 'oinpt  roller 
a statement  showing  the  num- 
ber of  cars  to  l>c  operated,  their 
capacity,  the  route  or  routes  to 
he  followed,  and  termini,  rates  to 
he  charged  and  such  other  infor- 
mation a s tile  DIRECTOR  OF 
LICENSES  AND  CONSUMER  AF- 
FAIRS may  deem  necessary  for 
proper  supervision  and  the  public 
good:  provided,  that  such  state- 
ments shall  he  FURNISHED  AND 
filed  annually  during  the  month 
of  Mny. 

It  is  unlawful  to  misrepresent 
the  route  traveled  or  to  charge 
anv  passenger  any  other  rate  for 
any  trip  than  the  rate  filed  for 
such  trip  with  the  City  Comp- 
troller. 

Section  13.  Ttiis  ••rdlimnre  shall 
take  effect  and  lie  in  force  thirty 
days  from  and  after  its  passage 
and  approval,  if  approved  by  the 
Mayor:  otherwise  it  shall  lake 

effect  at  tile  time  it  shall  become 
a luw  under  the  provisions  of  the 
city  charter. 

I’asseil  by  the  City  Council  the 
241  h day  of  September.  1973.  and 
signed  by  me  in  open  session  in 
authentication  of  its  passage  this 
21th  day  of  September,  1973. 

.1  EA  NETTTC  \V1  LMAMS. 

President  pro  tom.  of  the 
City  Council. 

Approved  by  me  this  3rd  day 
of  October.  1973. 

WES  UHLMAN, 

Mayor. 


Filed  hv  me  this  3rd  d.ov  of 
October.  1973. 

Attest;  C.  G.  ERLANDSOX. 

City  Comptroller  and 
Cllv  Clerk. 

(Seal)  Hv  .1.  F.  FENTON. 

Deputy  Clerk. 

I 'vihl  leal  Ion  ordered  by  C,  O. 
ERLANDSOX,  Comptroller  and 
City  Clerk. 

Date  of  Official  l'uhlleatlon  In 
the  Daily  Journal  of  Commeree, 
Seattle.  October  ti.  1973.  (C-21X) 
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REPEALED  - ORD.  /dfffiC 

ORDINANCE  1 IX)  I 89 

AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  licensing  and  regulation  of 
taxicabs  and  other  motor  vehicles  for  hire  and  their 
drivers;  providing  for  reciprocal  licensing  by  King 
County  and  the  City  of  Seattle,  and  amending  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  13,  and  15  of  Ordinance  59866,  repealing 
Section  3«A  and  27  of  Ordinance  59866,  and  amending 
Sectidns  103  and  238  of  the  License  Code  (Ordinance 
48022) . 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS; 

Section  1.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977,  Section  1 of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  104201,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows; 

-d-oro.  section  1.  Definitions. 

70  95  

(a)  The  term  ’’person"  wherever  used  in  this  ordinance 
shall  be  held  and  construed  to  mean  and  include 
natural  persons  of  either  sex,  firms,  copartnerships, 
associations,  and  corporations,  whether  acting  by 
themselves,  by  servant,  agent  or  employee.  The 
singular  number  shall  include  the  plural  and  the 
masculine  pronoun  shall  include  the  feminine  and 

the  neuter. 

(b)  The  term  "taxicab"  wherever  used  in  this  ordinance 
shall  be  held  and  construed  to  mean  and  include 
every  motor  vehicle  having  a seating  capacity  of 
nine  passengers  or  less,  as  per  manufacturer's 
rating,  used  for  the  transportation  of  passengers 
for  hire,  and  not  operated  exclusively  over  a 
fixed  and  defined  route. 

(c)  The  term  "for-hire  car"  wherever  used  in  this 
ordinance  shall  be  held  and  construed  to  mean  and 
include  every  motor  vehicle  other  than  a "sightseeing 
car  or  charter  bus"  or  "special  services  vehicle", 
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having  a seating  capacity  of  seven  passengers  or 
more,  as  per  manufacturer's  rating,  not  operated 
exclusively  over  a fixed  and  defined  route,  and 
which  is  for  hire  by  a person  or  persons  for 
exclusive  use  upon  a consideration  determined  by 
hourly  rates  or  a flat  charge  in  accordance  with 
Section  4 of  this  ordinance,  but  does  not  include 
a motor  vehicle  with  a seating  capacity,  including 
the  driver , not  exceeding  fifteen  (15)  persons 
which  operates  to  transport  passengers  between 
their  places  of  abode , or  termini  near  such  places , 
and  their  places  of  employment,  in  a single,  daily 
round  trip  where  the  driver  is  also  on  the  way  to 
or  from  his/her  place  of  employment . 

(d)  The  term  "sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus"  wherever 
used  in  this  ordinance  shall  be  held  and  construed 
to  mean  a motor  vehicle  used  as  a sightseeing  car 
or  charter  bus  as  in  this  sub-section  defined. 

The  term  "sightseeing  car"  shall  mean  and 
include  every  motor  vehicle  having  a seating 
capacity  of  nine  (9)  or  more  passengers  used  for 
sightseeing  purposes  over  a fixed  or  defined  route 
of  travel  and  charging  a sum  certain  for  each 
trip. 

The  term  "charter  bus"  shall  mean  and  include 
every  motor-  vehicle,  not  continuously  operated 
over  a fixed  route,  that  has  a seating  capacity  of 
nine  (9)  passengers  or  more,  as  per  manufacturer's 
rating,  and  is  for  hire  by  a person  or  persons,  by 
charter,  for  their  exclusive  use,  the  consideration 
for  which  and  the  points  of  origin  and  destination 
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are  determined  at  the  time  of  chartering,  but 
shall  not  include  any  "special  services  vehicle." 

The  term  "motor  vehicle"  wherever  used  in  this 
ordinance  shall  be  held  and  construed  to  mean  and 
include  every  self-propelled  vehicle  by  or  upon 
which  any  person  may  be  transported  or  carried 
upon  any  public  highway,  street  or  alley,  excepting 
vehicles  used  exclusively  upon  stationary  rails  or 
tracks . 

The  term  "taximeter"  wherever  used  in  this  ordinance 
shall  be  held  and  construed  to  mean  and  include 
any  instrument  or  device  by  which  the  charge  for 
hire  of  a passenger  carrying  vehicle  is  mechanically 
measured  or  calculated  either  for  the  distance 
traveled  by  such  vehicle  or  for  waiting  time,  or 
for  both,  and  upon  which  such  calculated  charges 
shall  be  indicated  by  means  of  figures. 

The  term  "special  service  vehicle"  wherever  used 
in  this  ordinance  shall  be  held  and  construed  to 
mean  and  include  every  motor  vehicle  not  operated 
exclusively  over  a fixed  or  defined  route  and  used 
for  the  transportation  at  reduced  rates  of  persons 
sixty-five  years  of  age  or  older  or  handicapped 
persons  as  in  this  subsection  defined. 

The  term  "handicapped  person"  shall  mean  and 
include  any  person  having  a disabling  physical  or 
mental  handicap  and  to  whom  an  identification  card 
has  been  issued  by  the  Department  of  Human  Resources  j 

i 

of  the  City  of  Seattle  upon  application  therefor 

i 

describing  such  handicap  and  accompanied  by  the 
certification  by  a medical  doctor  that  such  handicap 
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limits  such  person's  activities,  functioning  and 
the  ability  to  use  public  transportation  facilities. 

(h)  The  phrase  "engage  in  the  business  of  operating 

.my  taxicab,  lor-h.iio  ear,  special  services  vehicle, 
s i '(litsce Ing  ear,  or  charter  bus"  means  the  pick  up 
and  transportation  of  any  fare-paying  passenger 
from  a point  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
City  of  Seattle,  whether  or  not  the  vehicle  is 
dispatched  from  a taxicab  stand  or  office  within 
the  unincorporated  limits  of  King  County  or  any 
other  municipal  corporation,  and  whether  or  not 
the  ultimate  destination  or  route  of  travel  is 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle, 
provided  that  nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall  be 
construed  to  apply  to  a taxicab,  for  hire  car, 
special  services  vehicle,  sightseeing  car  or 
charter  bus  licensed  by  King  County  or  any  other 
municipal  corporation,  and  l rannpor t: i nq  passengers 
from  a point  within  unincorporated  King  County  or 
other  licensing  municipality  to  a destination 
outside  thereof,  whether  or  not  the  ultimate 
destination  or  route  traveled  is  within  the  corpor- 
ate limits  of  the  City  of  Seattle. 

(i)  The  term  "Director"  means  the  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs  of  the  City  of  Seattle  and 
shall  include  the  Director ' s authorized  represen- 
tatives . 


Section  2.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977  Section  2 of 


D - OWOj 

Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  102637,  is 


further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  2.  PERMIT.  It  is  unlawful  to  engage  in  the 
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business  of  owning  or  operating  any  taxicab,  for-hire  car, 

special  services  vehicle,  sightseeing  car,  or  charter  bus, 
without  first  obtaining  a permit  in  the  following  manner  and 
under  the  following  conditions : 

(a)  The  applicant  for  such  permit,  in  manner  approved 
by  the  Director • shall  show  in  his  application  the 
classification  under  which  the  vehicle  will  be 
operated,  as  "taxicab",  "for-hire  car",  "special 
services  vehicle",  or  "sightseeing  car  or  charter 
bus",  the  yearly  period  for  which  the  permit  is 
sought  and  shall  furnish  full,  true  and  accurate 
information  concerning  the  ownership,  identification, 
company  vehicle  number,  the  name,  fictitious  or 
otherwise,  under  which  the  vehicle  is  to  be  operated, 
the  distinguishing  color  scheme,  design  or  dress, 
including  any  monogram  or  insignia  to  be  used  on 
the  vehicle  and,  as  required  by  the  Director,  the 
number  of  days  and  the  mileage  for  each  day  of 
operation  for  any  and  all  vehicles  operated  by  the 
applicant  under  any  permit  issued  under  the  provision^ 
of  this  ordinance  for  the  year  preceding  the 
yearly  period  specified  in  the  application  for  a 
permit.  The  applicant  shall  furnish  such  other 
information  as  may  be  required  by  the  Director 
which  he  deems  necessary  to  aid  in  the  enforcement 
of  this  ordinance. 

(b)  The  applicant  shall  furnish  to  the  Director , for 
filing  with  the  City  Comptroller , a certified  copy 
or  copies  of  a policy  or  policies  of  public 
liability  insurance , issued  by  an  insurance  company 
or  companies  authorized  to  do  business  in  the 
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State  of  Washington.  In  the  event  the  required 

insurance  coverage  is  obtained  through  the  assigned 
risk  program  administered  by  the  Washington 
Automobile  Insurance  Plan , the  applicant  shall 
file  a copy  of  the  notice  of  designation  received 
from  the  Plan  which  specifies  the  company  to  which 
the  applicant  has  been  assigned  and  the  effective 
date  of  the  coverage , and  such  notice  shall  be 
considered  as  evidence  of  insurance  coverage 
pending  filing  of  the  copy  or  copies  of  the  policy 
or  policies . The  policy  or  policies  shall  specify 
minimum  coverage  as  prescribed  by  R. C .W.  4 6 . 72  , a£ 
now  or  hereafter  amended . Uninsured  motor  vehicle 
coverage  shall  be  provided  in,  or  supplemental  to, 
the  policy  or  policies.  The  policy  or  policies 
shall,  in  addition,  by  endorsement  or  otherwise, 
name  The  City  of  Seattle  as  an  additional  insured 
and  provide  that  The  City  of  Seattle,  its  officers, 
agents,  and  employees,  shall  be  indemnified  and 
held  harmless  from  any  loss,  or  claim  or  suit  for 
damages  or  injury  from  the  use  or  operation  of  any  j 
vehicle  or  vehicles  operated  under  such  permit, 

and  shall  further  provide  that  not  less  than  ten  j 

i 

days  written  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Director  | 
in  the  event  of  any  change  or  cancellation.  Such 

i 

insurance  shall  be  maintained  in  full  force  and 
effect  for  the  full  period  to  be  covered  by  the 
permit  applied  for  and  failure  to  do  so  3hall 
result  in  the  automatic  suspension  of  such  permit. 

No  permit  to  operate  a special  services  /el.icle 
shall  be  issued  unless  at  the  Lime  of  making 
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•ipplitM tion  therefor,  t. ho  applicant  furniflhon  to 

t (if  I)  I i nr:!  in  Tor  rilin')  willi  Llm  City  Coinpt  rol  J pf 
the  schedule  of  rates,  fares  and  charges  applicable 
to  the  operation  of  such  special  services  vehicle 
during  the  yearly  period  for  which  the  permit  is 
sought  and  no  such  schedule  shall  be  changed 
during  such  yearly  period  except  upon  the  approval 
of  the  Director. 

The  Director  may  inquire  into  the  correctness  and 
accuracy  of  the  information  furnished,  and  if  he 
is  satisfied,  after  investigation,  that  the  applicant 
has  met  the  various  requirements  of  this  ordinance, 
that  the  name  under  which  the  applicant  is  to 
operate  and  the  color  scheme  used  upon  the  vehicle 
do  not  conflict  with  any  other  so  used,  or  tend  to 
deceive  the  public,  that  the  motor  vehicle  is 
equipped  with  the  proper  State  license  and  King 
County  license , if  applicable , and  properly  bonded 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  as  required  by 
law,  the  Director  may  so  certify  to  the  City 
Comptroller  for  issuance  of  a permit  therefor  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
and  in  such  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 

I 

Director  authorizing  the  operation  of  said  motor 

i 

vehicle  under  the  classification  applied  for  for 
a period  ending  August  31  next  succeeding  the  date 
of  issue,  and  such  permit  may  be  reissued  for 

i 

succeeding  yearly  periods  to  the  same  permit 
holder. and  for  the  same  motor  vehicle  when  the 
requirements  of  this  ordinance  are  otherwise  met 
and  so  certified  by  the  Director. 
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)_  Transfer  of  a permit  to  any  other  person  may  be 

authorized  only  upon  the  approval  of  the  Director 
for  good  cause  shown?  provided,  that  nothing 
herein  shall  prevent  the  holder  of  a taxicab 
permit  from  leasing  such  taxicab  to  another  person 
or  persons  for  use  or  operation.  Application  for 
transfer  of  a permit  to  another  person  shall  state 
the  reasons  for  requesting  the  transfer,  the  trade 
name  and  color  scheme  under  which  the  vehicle  will 
be  operated,  and  a detailed  description  of  the 
proposed  operation  of  the  vehicle.  The  Director 
shall  determine  whether  transfer  of  such  permit 
and  operation  of  the  vehicle  as  proposed  will  best 
serve  tha^ public.  Failure  on  the  part  of  any 
permit  holder  to  operate  such  vehicle  in  accordance 
with  the  proposed  operation  described  in  said 
application,  shall  be  grounds  for  revocation  of 
such  permit.  No  permit  shall  be  transferred  to 
the  operation  of  any  other  motor  vehicle  without 
approval  of  the  Director,  and  unless  the  motor 
vehicle  for  which  the  permit  to  operate  is  issued  j 
shall  be  sold,  become  obsolete,  unsafe  or  unfit 
for  further  use,  of  which  the  Director  shall  be 
the  exclusive  judge?  provided  that  a permit  issued  j 

for  the  operation  of  a taxicab  may  be  transferred  j 

I 

to  another  motor  vehicle  which  has  been  previously  j 
inspected  and  approved  by  the  Director  as  meeting  | 
the  requirements  of  this  ordinance  and  designated  j 
as  a standby  vehicle,  and  such  standby  vehicle  may 

I 

be  operated  under  such  permit. 
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( f 5 No  taxicab  permit  shall  be  issued  for  a second  or 
succeeding  year  for  the  same  taxicab  or  for  any 


other  taxicab  under  the  same  permit,  unless  the 
taxicab  and  any  other  taxicab  for  which  the  permit 
has  been  transferred  as  herein  authorized,  has 
during  the  yearly  period  covered  by  the  permit 
been  operated  for  at  least  ten  (10)  miles  per  day 
for  at  least  two  hundred  thirty  (230)  days  of  said 
year,  and  no  special  services  vehicle  permit  shall 
be  issued  for  a second  year  for  the  same  special 
services  vehicle  or  for  any  other  special  services 
vehicle  under  the  same  permit,  unless  the  special 
services  vehicle  and  any  other  special  services 
vehicle  for  which  the  permit  has  been  authorized, 
has  during  the  yearly  period  covered  by  the  permit 
been  operated  for  a least  (10)  miles  per  day  for 
one  hundred  eighty  (180)  days  of  said  year,  nor 
shall  any  new  taxicab  or  special  services  vehicle 
permit  be  issued  to  any  person  holding  a permit 
which  lapses  because  of  failure  to  meet  the  fore- 
going  requirement  in  the  next  preceding  year; 

' 

provided,  that  the  Director  for  good  cause  shown, 
may  waive  the  foregoing  requirement,  and  upon  such 

! 

a waiver  the  City  Comptroller  shall  be  authorized 

I 

to  issue  a new  permit. 

Section  3.  That  effective  February  1,  1977,  Section  3 
of  Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  102637,  is 

i 

further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

• ORO. 


tjQCfg  Section  3.  The  number  of  taxicabs  authorized  to  operate, 
and  for  which  permits  may  be  issued,  shall  be  limited 
to  the  number  of  permits  issued  and  in  effect  on  the 
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effective  date  of  this  ordinance;  provided,  that  upong£  1 0 48 

adoption  by  King  County  of  an  ordinance  providing 
f authorizing  holders  of  permits  issued  under  this 
ordinance  to  obtain  a King  County  Taxicab  license  upon 
payment  of  a license  fee  of  $25.00,  any  person  holding 
a valid  King  County  Taxicab  license  on  the  effective  date 
of  this  ordinance  shall  upon  application  therefor  in  accordance 
with  this  ordinance , be  issued  a permit  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  operating  a taxicab  in  the  City  of  Seattle . 

Section  4.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977,  Section  4 of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  (C.B.  98068)  is  further 

amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Attmc^to  nmm 

/gA  Section  4.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  section, 

it  shall  be  unlawful  for  anyone  driving  or  operating,  or 
engaged  in  the  business  of  operating  taxicabs,  for-hire 
cars,  special  service  vehicles,  or  sightseeing  cars  or 
charter  buses,  to  charge,  demand,  collect,  or  receive  any 
greater  or  less  rate  of  fare  than  the  following: 

TAXICAB  METER  RATES: 

Until  July  31 , 1977 

For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/7  mile 

or  fraction  thereof $ .90 


21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
27 

23 


Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/7  mile 

or  fraction  thereof  .10 

After  July  31 , 1977 

For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/6  mile 


or  fraction  thereof $ .80 

Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/6  mile 

or  fraction  thereof  .10 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time .12 

For  each  additional  passenger .20 


(v o additional  passenger  shall  be  picked  up  without  the 


* 
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express  consent  of  the  original  passenger) ; provided, 
that  the  total  fare  computed  in  accordance  with  such 
rates  may  be  paid  in  scrip  by  any  handicapped  person  as 
defined  in  Section  1 of  this  ordinance  or  by  the  holder 
of  an  identification  card  which  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Human  Resources  to  persons  sixty -five 
(65)  years  of  age  or  older  whose  income,  if  single,  is 
not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70%)  of  the  Washington 
State  median  income  for  a one  person  household,  as 
computed  annually  by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the 
City,  or  whose  income,  if  married,  together  with  that 
of  his  or  her  spouse  is  not  more  than  seventy  percent 
(70%)  of  the  Washington  State  median  income  for  a two 
person  household  as  computed  annually  by  the  State  of 
Washington  or  the  City.  Scrip  shall  be  printed  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  City  Treasurer  and  shall  be  sold 
and  redeemed  by  the  City  Treasurer  at  a price  which 
shall  be  equal  to  eighty  percent  (80%)  of  the  face 
value  thereof,  provided  further  that  said  rates, 
insofar  as  they  establish  a minimum  rate,  shall  not 
apply  to  the  transportation  in  any  vehicle  being  operated 
under  a special  services  vehicle  permit  of  persons 
sixty-five  (65)  years  of  age  or  older  or  handicapped 
persons  as  defined  in  Section  1 of  this  ordinance. 

FOR-HIRE  CAR  RATES: 

For  the  first  two  (2)  hours  of  driving  time 

or  fraction  thereof  $18.00 

For  each  successive  hour  or  fraction  thereof, 

at  the  rate  of 9.00 

per  hour.  A flat  rate  shall  be  permitted  for  funerals  only, 
provided  such  flat  rate  shall  not  be  less  than  the  m inir.i:.- 
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charge  for  two  (2)  hours  of  driving  time  as  hereinabove 
in  this  section  provided. 

SIGHTSEEING  CAR  RATES: 

For  any  one  trip  the  fare  for  any  one  passenger  on 
account  of  transportation  shall  not  exceed  Ten  Dollars 
($10.00)  or  be  less  than  Two  Dollars  ($2.00) , provided 
that  children  under  five  (5)  years  of  age  may  be  transported 
free  of  charge  and  the  fare  for  children  from  five  (5) 
to  twelve  (12)  years  of  age  may  be  one-half  of  the 
adult  fare. 


:HARTER  BUS  RATES: 


The  charge  for  use  of  charter  bus  shall  be  a sum  certain 
determined  by  agreement  between  the  contracting  persons 
at  the  time  of  chartering,  provided  that  in  determining 
said  sum,  waiting  time  may  be  included  at  an  agreed 

rate.  ' 


It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  driver  of  a vehicle  licensed 
as  a sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus  to  charge,  demand 
or  collect  any  fare  in  any  other  manner  than  provided 
for  in  this  ordinance  or,  when  not  used  as  a sightseeing 
bus,  from  any  passenger  or  person  other  than  a person 
chartering  the  bus  or  his  designated  agent. 

:AL  SERVICES  VEHICLE  RATES: 

Charges  for  the  transportation  in  any  special  services 
vehicle  of  persons  sixty-five  (65)  years  of  age  or 
older  or  handicapped  persons  as  defined  in  Section  1 of 
this  ordinance  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  schedule 
of  rates,  fares  and  charges  filed  with  the  Director  by 
the  permit  holder  for  any  such  special  services  vehicle; 
provided  that  any  such  schedule  of  rates,  fares  and 
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charges  shall  be  uniform  as  to  all  special  services 
vehicles  having  the  same  color  scheme?  and  provided 
further  that  no  such  schedule  of  rates , fares  and 
charges  shall  be  the  same  as  or  greater  than  the  taxicab 
meter  rates  established  in  this  section. 


Said  rates  shall  not  apply  to  the  transportation  of 
passengers  between  docks,  railroad  stations,  hotels  and 
airports  when  the  passenger  pays  fare  by  means  of  a 
transfer  coupon  forming  a part  of  a thx’ough  ticket 
issued  by  a transportation  company,  but  provided  that 
when  the  transportation  is  by  means  of  a taxicab,  the 
taxicab  meter  shall  be  in  operation. 

The  rates  specified  in  this  section  for  taxicabs  and 
for-hire  cars  shall  not  apply  to  transportation  of 
persons  provided  pursuant  to  a written  contract  which 
establishes  a fare  at  a different  rate  for  specified 
transportation ; provided , that  no  contract  may  include 
any  provision  the  effect  of  which  is  to  directly  or 
indirectly  require  exclusive  use  of  the  transportation 
services  of  the  contracting  taxicab  company  or  for-hire 
car ♦ The  contract  period  shall  not  exceed  one  year , 
and  a copy  of  the  contract , signed  by  all  parties , must 
be  filed  with  the  Director  at  least  three  (3)  days , 
excluding  Saturdays , Sundays , and  City  legal  holidays , 
prior  to  commencement  of  such  transportation  services . 
Each  contract  shall  be  assigned  a number  by  the  Director . 
Section  5.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977  Section  13  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  102637,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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!D'OTOl  Section  13.  Trip  Sheets  - Records.  Every  person 

O^s  — — — — — 

owning  or  operating  any  taxicab,  for-hire  car,  special 
services  vehicle,  sightseeing  car,  or  charter  bus,  shall 
keep  an  accurate  daily  trip  sheet  for  each  shift  that  such 
equipment  is  operated.  These  trip  sheets  shall  be  kept  on 
file  for  a period  of  five  (5)  years,  shall  be  open  for 
inspection  at  all  times  by  the  Director  and  shall  show  the 
following  information: 

(a)  The  driver ' s name  and  the  Seattle  or  King  County 
For-Hire  Driver's  License  number^ 

(b)  The  company  name  and  vehicle  number^ 

(c)  The  date,  time  and  place  of  origin  and  of  dismissal 
of  each  tripj_ 

(d)  The  fare  paid  or  charged , and  the  number  of  passengers 
paying^ 

(e)  Any  other  items  for  which  a charge  is  made;  and 

(f ) Time  and  mileage  reading  of  the  vehicle  at  the 
beginning  and  the  end  of  each  shift . 

If  the  trip  is  made  pursuant  to  a contract  as  specified 
in  Section  4_  of  this  ordinance , the  trip  sheet  shall  also 
show  the  fare  as  indicated  by  the  meter  and  an  identification 
of  the  contract  by  number  assigned  by  the  Director  under 
which  the  transportation  is  provided . The  driver  of  any 
taxicab,  special  services  vehicle,  or  for-hire  car  shall, 
upon  request  of  any  passenger  paying  the  fare  for  any  trip, 
issue  a receipt  showing  such  information  for  the  trip. 

Every  owner  or  operator  of  any  taxicab,  for-hire  car, 
special  services  vehicle,  sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus 
shall  also  cause  to  be  at  all  times  carried  in  such  vehicles 
permits  issued  by  the  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  of  Washington 
and  King  County , if  applicable , showing  such  vehicles  to  be 
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properly  insured  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  and  also 

the  licenses  and  permits  issued  pursuant  to  City  ordinances. 

Section  6.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977,  Section  15  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  101857,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

^ 09  S“  Section  15.  It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  owning, 
controlling,  or  engaged  in  the  business  of  operating  taxicabs, 
for-hire  cars,  special  services  vehicles,  or  sightseeing 
cars  or  charter  buses  to  employ  as  a driver  of  any  such 
vehicle,  or  permit  any  such  vehicle  to  be  driven  by,  a 
driver  who  does  not  have  in  his/her  possession  a valid  For- 
Hire  Driver's  License  issued  by  the  City  of  Seattle  or  King 
County  as  provided  for  in  Section  103  of  Ordinance  48022  , as 
now  or  hereafter  amended . 

Section  7.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977,  Section  103  of 
the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022) , as  last  amended  by 
Ordinance  73763,  is  further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  103.  It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  drive  a 
motor  vehicle  for  hire,  without  first  obtaining  a For-Hire 
Driver's  License  a_s  prescribed  in  this  ordinance ; provided 
that: 


(a)  This  section  does  not  apply  to  drivers  of  motor 
vehicles  used  in  interstate  business  0£  operated  by 
Metro  transit  system;  and 

(b)  Upon  the  adoption  by  King  County  of  an  ordinance 
providing  for  reciprocal  validation  of  for-hire 
driver ' s licenses  issued  by  the  City  of  Seattle  on 
terms  equivalent  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance, 
any  person  holding  a valid  King  County  for-hire 
driver 1 s license  on  the  effective  date  of  this 
ordinance  may  make  application  to  the  Director  of 
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Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  for  validation  thereof. 

Such  application  shall  be  made  on  a form  furnished 
by  the  Director,  and  such  license  when  validated  by 
the  Director  shall  permit  the  holder  thereof  to 
drive  a motor  vehicle  for  hire  within  the  City  of 
Seattle  during  the  unexpired  life  of  said  license; 
provided,  that  such  validation  may  be  suspended  or 
revoked  upon  the  failure  of  the  holder  of  such 
validated  license  to  comply  with  all  of  the  regulatory 
provisions  of  this  ordinance  or  any  other  ordinance 
or  regulation  relating  to  the  operation  of  a motor 
vehicle  for  hire  within  the  City  of  Seattle.  The 
Director  may  renew  the  validation  of  a King  County 
for-hire  driver 1 s license  annually  upon  application 
therefor. 

Section  8.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977,  Section  238  of 
the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022) , as  last  amended  by 
Ordinance  104584,  is  further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  238.  Application  for  vehicle  licenses  shall  be 
made  to  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  on 
forms  prescribed  by  him/her , and  such  licenses  shall  be 
issued  by  the  City  Comptroller  pursuant  to  certification  by 
the  Director.  The  applicant  shall  furnish  to  the  Director, 
for  filing  with  the  City  Comptroller , a certified  copy  or 

i 

copies  of  a policy  or  policies  of  public  liability  insurance , 
issued  by  an  insurance  company  or  companies  authorized  to  do 

I 

business  in  the  State  of  Washington.  In  the  event  the  | 

| 

required  insurance  coverage  is  obtained  through • the  assigned  i 

i 

risk  program  administered  by  the  Washington  Automobile  j 

Insurance  Plan , the  applicant  or  licensee  shall  file  a copy 
of  the  notice  of  designation  received  from  the  Plan  which 
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specifies  the  company  to  which  the  applicant  has  been  assigned 
and  the  effective  date  of  the  coverage  , and  such  notice 
shall  be  considered  as  evidence  of  insurance  coverage  pending 
filing  of  the  copy  or  copies  of  the  policy  or  policies.  The 
policy  or  policies  shall  specify  minimum  coverage  as  prescribed 
by  R.C.W.  46. 72 , as  now  or  hereafter  amended . Uninsured 
motor  vehicle  coverage  shall  be  provided  in , or  supplemental 
to , the  policy  or  policies . The  policy  or  policies  shall, 
in  addition,  by  endorsement  or  otherwise,  name  The  City  of 
Seattle  as  an  additional  insured  and  provide  that  The  City 
of  Seattle,  its  officers,  agents,  and  employees,  shall  be 
indemnified  and  held  harmless  from  any  loss,  or  claim  or 
suit  for  damages  or  injury  from  the  use  or  operation  of  any 
vehicle  or  vehicles  operated  under  such  license,  and  shall 
further  provide  that  not  less  than  ten  days  written  notice 
shall  be  given  to  the  Director  in- the  event  of  any  change  or 
cancellation.  Such  insurance  shall  be  maintained  in  full 
force  and  effect  for  the  full  period  to  be  covered  by  the 
license  applied  for  and  failure  to  do  so  shall  result  in  the 
automatic  suspension  of  such  license. 

Vehicle  licenses  shall  expire  at  midnight  on  August 
31st  of  each  year.  The  annual  license  fee  for  each  for-hire 
car , sightseeing  car , or  charter  bus  is  Fifty  Dollars  ($50.00)  . 
The  annual  license  fee  for  each  taxicab  is  One  Hundred 
Dollars  ($100.00) ; provided , that  upon  the  adoption  by 
King  County  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  and  authorizing 
holders  of  permits  issued  under  Ordinance  59866  to  obtain 
a King  County  Taxicab  license  upon  payment  of  a license 
fee  of  $25.00,  any  applicant  for  a taxicab  license  under 
this  ordinance  who  holds  a valid  King  County  Taxicab  license 

on  the  effective  date  of  this  ordinance  shall  pay  an  anr.ua  1 
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license  fee  of  $25.00.  The  annual  license  fee  for  any 
vehicle  used  solely  as  a Special  Services  Vehicle  as  defined 
in  Section  1 of  Ordinance  59866  is  Ten  Dollars  ($10.00). 

The  annual  license  fee  for  pedicabs  and  other  vehicles  for 
hire  which  are  not  self-propelled  is  Fifteen  Dollars  ($15.00). 

Section  9.  That  as  of  February  1,  1977,  Sections  3 -A 
and  27  of  Ordinance  59866  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  10.  That  any  act  pursuant  to  the  authority  and 
prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  ordinance  is  hereby 
ratified  and  confirmed. 
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Section  ^ This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
approval,  if  approved  by  the  Mayor;  otherwise  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  become  a law  under  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter. 


Passed  by  the  City  Council  the  3!  day  of  January  t , J97 7, 


A-50 


Cll  I I « 


1 * 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


ix  B.2,  cont. 


Page  24  oi  48 


ORDINANCE 

AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  taxicabs  and  other  for-hire  vehicles; 
adding  new  Sections  400,  401,  402,  403,  404,  405,  406, 

407,  408,  409,  410,  411,  412  and  413,  and  repealing 
Sections  232,  233,  234,  235,  236,  237,  238  and  239  of 
the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022) ; and  adding  new 
Sections  3-a,  3-b  and  27-a,  amending  Sections  1,  2,  2- 
i,  3,  4,  5,  13,  14,  14-b,  15,  16,  17,  20,  21,  22,  23, 

25  and  28,  and  repealing  Sections  12  and  26  of  Ordinance 
59866. 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Section  1.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Sections  232,  233, 
234,  235,  236,  237,  238  and  239  of  the  License  Code  (Ordinance 
48022)  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  2.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  new  sections 
designated  Sections  400  through  413  are  added  to  the  License 
Code  (Ordinance  48022)  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  400.  Purpose.  The  purposes  of  Sections  400 
through  413  are  to  ensure  the  safety  of  for-hire  vehicles  as 
defined  herein,  and  to  require  persons  operating  for-hire 
vehicles  to  carry  liability  insurance  for  the  protection  of 
the  public,  while  at  the  same  time  assuring  the  integrity  of 
the  taxicab  transportation  system. 

Section  401.  Definitions . Except  as  otherwise  specified, 
the  following  definitions  apply: 

(1)  "For-Hire  Vehicle"  means  any  pedicab  or  motor 
vehicle  which  carries  passengers  for  a fee,  other  than  a 
taxicab  as  defined  in  Ordinance  59866,  Section  1. 

(2)  "Operate"  means  engage  in  the  business  of  operating 
a for-hire  vehicle  by  picking  up  any  passenger  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  Seattle,  for  a fee,  and  includes  owning, 

leasing  or  otherwise  controlling  the  use  of  the  for-hire 

ii 

vehicle . 

(3)  "Pedicab"  means  a wheeled  device  designed  for 

i; 

/carrying  passengers,  which  is  moved  by  a person  peddling, 
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Section  402.  Fares . For-hire  vehicle  fare  rates  shall 
>e  based  upon: 

(1)  A written  contractual  rate  which  has  been  filed  with 
:he  Director  at  least  three  (3)  days  prior  to  commencement  of 
:he  transportation  services ; or 

(2)  A flat  trip  charge  per  passenger,  if  the  vehicle  is 
. pedicab  or  has  a seating  capacity  of  ten  (10)  or  more 
iassengers,  per  the  manufacturer's  rating;  or 

(3)  An  hourly  rate  with  minimum  increments  of  one-half 
.our.  In  this  case,  each  for-hire  vehicle  shall  be  equipped 
■ith  an  accurate  clock  visible  to  and  readable  by  passengers. 

Section  403.  License  Required.  It  is  unlawful  for  any 
ierson  to  operate  a for-hire  vehicle  without  first  obtaining 
l license  to  do  so  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
irdinance.  A separate  license  shall  be  required  for  each 
ehicle  operated. 

Section  404.  Exemptions . The  requirements  of  Sections 
00  through  413  do  not  apply  to: 

(1)  A government  entity  or  any  person  leasing  or 
therwise  controlling  the  oneration  of  a government-owned 
ehicle ; 

(2)  A person  operating  a vehicle  for  a public  or  a 

irivate  school,  where  the  vehicle  is  used  solely  for  transporting 
tudents , teachers  and  school-authorized  supervisory  personnel; 

(3)  Any  hotel,  motel,  or  similar  business  operating  a 
■ehicle  to  transport  overnight  guests; 

(4)  Operation  of  a vehicle  covered  bv  a certificate 
uthonzing  transportation  of  passengers  and  which  is  issued  bv 
.he  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  or  the  Washington  Utilities 
nd  Transportation  Commission; 

(5)  Any  person  operating  a vehicle  tr ansoort inn  pessenaers 
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between  their  homes  or  nearby  termini,  and  their  places  of 
employment,  in  a single,  daily  round  trip,  where  the  driver 
is  also  commuting  to  or  from  his/her  place  of  employment. 

Section  405.  License  Expiration  Date.  For-hire  vehicle 
licenses  expire  annually  on  August  31. 

Section  406.  License  Fee.  The  annual  license  fee  for 
each  for-hire  vehicle  is  one  hundred  dollars  ($100,00), 
except  that  the  annual  license  fee  for  each  pedicab  is  ten 
dollars  ($10. 00) . 

Section  407.  Insurance  Required.  Each  applicant  for  a 
for-hire  vehicle  license  shall  file  with  the  Director  a 
certified  copy  of  a policy  of  public  liability  insurance 
issued  by  an  insurance  company  authorized  to  do  business  in 
the  State  of  Washington.  If  such  insurance  coverage  is 
obtained  through  the  assigned  risk  program  administered  by 
the  Washington  Automobile  Insurance  Plan,  the  applicant  may 
file  a copy  of  the  notice  of  designation  received  from  the 
Plan  specifying  the  company  to  which  the  applicant  is 
assigned  and  the  effective  date  of  the  coverage,  and  such 
notice  shall  be  considered  as  evidence  of  insurance  coverage 
pending  filing  of  a copy  of  the  policy.  The  policy  or 
notice  shall  specify  minimum  coverage  as  prescribed  by  State 
law  for  passenger  charter  carriers  pursuant  to  R.C.W.  81.70.150, 
as  now  or  hereafter  amended,  and  regulations  issued  thereunder. 
Uninsured  motorist  coverage  shall  be  provided  in,  or  supplemental 
to,  the  policy.  The  policy  shall,  by  endorsement  or  otherwise, 
name  the  City  of  Seattle  as  an  additional  insured  and 

i 

provide  that  the  City  of  Seattle  snail  be  indemnified  and 
held  harmless  from  any  loss,  claim,  or  suit  for  damages  or 
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premium  paid  and  payment  noted  thereon , and  shall  provide 
that  not  less  than  ten  (10)  days  prior  written  notice  shall 
be  given  to  the  Director  in  the  event  of  any  change  or 
cancellation.  The  insurance  coverage  shall  be  maintained  in 
full  force  and  effect  for  the  full  period  to  be  covered  by 
the  license  applied  for,  and  lapse  of  coverage  will  result 
in  summary  suspension  or  revocation  of  the  license. 

Section  408.  License  Plates  --  Violations.  A license 
plate  in  such  form  and  content  as  prescribed  by  the  Director 
shall  be  issued  with  each  for-hire  vehicle  license,  and 
shall  be  attached  to  the  vehicle  as  prescribed  by  the  Director. 
Whenever  a for-hire  vehicle  license  plate  is  lost,  stolen, 
or  destroyed,  a new  plate  may  be  issued  upon  the  payment  of 
a replacement  fee  of  five  dollars  ($5.00)  and  the  filing  of 
an  affidavit  of  loss.  If  the  original  plate  is  recovered, 
it  shall  be  returned  to  the  Director  forthwith.  Failure  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of,  this  section  is  a violation. 

Section  409.  Rates  to  be  Filed.  (1)  Every  applicant 
for  a new  for-hire  vehicle  license  shall  file  with  the 
Director  a complete  list  of  transportation  and  ancillary 
services  offered  and  a complete  schedule  of  fares,  rates  and 
charges  to  be  imposed  for  such  services,  and  shall  include 
any  contract  pursuant  to  Section  402  of  this  ordinance.  The 
services,  schedule  and/or  contract  shall  become  effective  on 
the  effective  date  of  the  license. 

(2)  The  list  of  services  and  schedule  of  fares,  rates 
and  charges  shall  remain  in  effect  until  amended.  Amendment 
shall  be  accomplished  by  filing  with  the  Director  a complete 
amended  list  and  schedule,  and  shall  be  effective  thirty 
(30)  days  after  filing;  provided,  that  new  or  amended  contracts 
may  be  filed  as  specified  in  Section  402  of  this  ordinance. 
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(3)  Failure  to  comply  with  provisions  of  this  section 
is  a violation. 

0R0'  Section  410.  Rates  to  be  Posted.  Licensees  and  drivers 
1 — — — 

shall  display  a complete  and  accurate  schedule  of  effective 
rates  for  transportation  and  ancillary  services  in  the 
interior  of  each  for-hire  vehicle  in  a location  readily 
visible  and  readable  by  passengers.  Such  schedules  shall  be 
identical  to  those  filed  with  the  Director;  provided , that 
rates  charged  pursuant  to  a contract  as  specified  in  Section 
402  need  not  be  displayed.  Failure  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  this  section  is  a violation. 

Sec,t^on  411.  Receipt  to  be  Provided.  (1)  It  is 
unlawful  for  any  driver  to  refuse  or  fail  to  provide  a 
customer  with  a receipt,  as  specified  herein,  when  requested. 
The  receipt  shall  include  the  following  information  in 
legible  form: 

(a)  Names  of  the  licensee  and  the  vehicle  driver; 

(b)  Seattle  for-hire  vehicle  license  number; 

(c)  Date,  time  and  place  of  trip  origin  and  dismissal; 
and 

(d)  An  itemized  listing  of  charges  and  the  total  fare 
paid  or  charged. 

(2)  It  is  unlawful  for  any  licensee  or  driver  of  a 
for-hire  vehicle  except  a pedicab  to  fail  to  display  the 
following  notice  in  each  vehicle  interior  in  a position 
readily  discernible  by  passengers: 

"The  driver  of  this  vehicle  is  required  by  Seattle 
Ordinance  to  give  a receipt  for  services  provided 
to  any  customer  who  requests  a receipt." 

Section  412.  Unlawful  Acts.  It  is  unlawful  for  any 
person  to: 
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(1)  Drive  a for-hire  vehicle  unless  it  is  licensed  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

(2)  Operate  or  drive  a for-hire  vehicle  unless  it  is 
equipped  and  in  safe  condition  as  required  by  the  Seattle 
Traffic  Code,  Ordinance  91910,  as  now  or  hereafter  amended, 
or  R.C.W.  46.37,  as  now  or  hereafter  amended. 

(3)  Charge  a fare  computed  on  any  basis  other  than  as 
permitted  in  Section  402  of  this  ordinance. 

(4)  Charge  an  amount  different  than  the  effective  rate 
or  charge  for  the  transportation  and/or  ancillary  services 
on  file  with  the  Director. 

(5)  Cruise  or  permit  cruising  for  customers  or  park  or 
pick  up  passengers  in  any  taxicab  zone,  or  permit  such  use 
of  taxicab  zones. 

(6)  Use  or  allow  the  use  of: 

(a)  The  word  "taxicab,"  "taxi,"  or  "cab"  on  a 
for-hire  vehicle  or  in  any  advertising  or 
listing ; 

(b)  A dome  light  on  a for-hire  vehicle;  or 

(c)  Any  equipment  or  color  scheme  on  a for-hire 
vehicle  in  such  a manner  as  to  cause  it  to 
appear  to  be  a taxicab. 

(7)  Drive  or  cause  or  permit  another  person  to  drive  a 
for-hire  vehicle  except  a pedicab  unless  such  person  has 
obtained  a for-hire  driver  license  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

Section  413.  On  or  before  April  30,  1979  the  Director 
shall  review  che  licensing  and  regulatory  provisions  pertaining 
to  for-hire  vehicles  and  shall  submit  a report  and  any 
recommendations  for  change  thereof  to  the  Mayor  and  the  City 


Council . 
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Section  3.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  1 of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  106189,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Definitions . 

(a)  "Person"  means  natural  persons,  partnerships, 
associations,  and  corporations,  whether  acting  by  themselves, 
or  by  servant,  agent  or  employee.  The  singular  number 
includes  the  plural. 

(b)  "Taxicab"  means  every  motor  vehicle  having  a 
seating  capacity  of  nine  passengers  or  less,  as  per  manufacturer 
rating,  used  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  to 
destinations  of  their  choosing  for  a metered  fee . 

(c)  "Taximeter”  means  any  instrument  or  device  by 
which  the  fee  for  hire  of  a taxicab  is  mechanically  or 
electrically  measured  or  calculated  either  for  the  distance 
traveled  by  such  vehicle  or  .for  waiting  time,  or  for  both, 
and  upon  which  such  calculated  charges  shall  be  displayed  in 
figures . 

(d)  "Handicapped  person"  means  any  person  having  a 
disabling  physical  or  mental  handicap  and  to  whom  an  identification 
card  has  been  issued  by  the  Department  of  Human  Resources  of 
the  City  of  Seattle,  upon  application  therefor^  describing 
such  handicap^  and  accompanied  by  the  certification  by  a 
medical  doctor  that  such  handicap  limits  such  person's 
activities,  functioning  and  the  ability  to  use  public  transpor- 
tation facilities. 

(e ) "Operate"  means  engage  in  the  taxi  business  by 
picking  up  any  passenger  within  the  corporate  limits  of 


Seattle , for  a fee , and  includes  owning , leasing  or  otherwise 


controlling  the  use  of  a taxicab. 


(f)  "Director"  means  the  Director  of  Licenses  and 
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Consumer  Affairs  of  the  City  of  Seattle  and  includes  the 
Director's  authorized  representatives. 

Section  4.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  2 of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  106189,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  2.  License . It  is  unlawful  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  operating  any  taxicab  without  first  obtaining  a 
license  in  the  following  manner  and  under  the  following 
conditions : 

(a)  The  applicant  for  such  license , in  a manner  approved 
by  the  Director^  shall  show  in  his/her  application  the 
yearly  period  for  which  the  license  is  sought^  and  full, 
true  and  accurate  information  concerning  the  following : 

(1)  Ownership  of  the  vehicle  to  be  licensed; 

( 2 ) Identification  of  the  vehicle  and  company 
vehicle  number; 

(3)  Name,  fictitious  or  otherwise,  under  which 
the  vehicle  is  to  be  operated; 

( 4 ) Distinguishing  color  scheme  or  logo  to  be 
used  on  the  vehicle^  and 

(5)  As  required  by  the  Director,  the  number  of 
days  of  operation  and  the  mileage  for  each 
day  of  operation  for  each  and  every  vehicle 
operated  by  the  applicant  under  any  permit  or 
license  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this 
ordinance  for  the  year  preceding  the  period 
specified  in  the  application  for  the  new  or 
renewed  license . 

The  applicant  shall  furnish  such  other  information  as  may  be 
required  by  the  Director  which  s/he  deems  necessary  to  aid 
in  the  enforcement  of  this  ordinance. 


A-58 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


ix  B.2,  cont. 


Page  32  of  48 


(b)  The  applicant  shall  furnish  to  the  Director,  for 
filing  with  the  City  Comptroller,  a certified  copy  of  a 
policy  of  public  liability  insurance,  issued  by  an  insurance 
company  authorized  to  do  business  in  the  State  of  Washington. 

In  the  event  the  required  insurance  coverage  is  obtained 
through  the  assigned  risk  program  administered  by  the 
Washington  Automobile  Insurance  Plan,  the  applicant  shall 
file  a copy  of  the  notice  of  designation  received  from  the 
Plan  which  specifies  the  company  to  which  the  applicant  has 
been  assigned  and  the  effective  date  of  the  coverage,  and 
such  notice  shall  be  considered  as  evidence  of  insurance 
coverage  pending  filing  of  the  copy  of  the  policy.  The 
policy  shall  specify  minimum  coverage  as  prescribed  by 
R.C.W.  46.72,  as  now  or  hereafter  amended.  Uninsured  motor 
vehicle  coverage  shall  be  provided  in,  or  supplemental  to, 
the  policy.  The  policy  shall,  in  addition,  by  endorsement 
or  otherwise,  name  the  City  of  Seattle  as  an  additional 
insured  and  provide  that  the  City  of  Seattle  shall  be  idemnified 
and  held  harmless  from  any  loss,  claim,  or  suit  for  damages 

or  injury  from  the  use  or  operation  of  any  vehicle  operated 
under  such  license , and  shall  further  provide  that  not  less 
than  ten  (10)  days  prior  written  notice  shall  be  given  to 
the  Director  in  the  event  of  any  change  or  cancellation. 

Such  insurance  shall  be  maintained  in  full  force  and  effect 
for  the  full  period  to  be  covered  by  the  license  applied  for 
and  lapse  of  coverage  shall  result  in  the  automatic  suspension 
of  such  license. 

(c ) The  Director  may  inquire  into  the  correctness  and 
(accuracy  of  the  information  furnished,  and  if  s/he  is  satisfied, 

I after  investigation,  that: 

| (1)  The  applicant  has  met  the  various  requirements 
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of  this  ordinance ; and 

(2)  Th®  name  under  which  the  applicant  is  to 
operate  and  the  color  scheme  used  upon  the 
vehicle  do  not  conflict  with  any  other  so 
used,  or  tend  to  deceive  the  public;  and 

( 3 ) The  motor  vehicle  is  equipped  with  the  proper 
State  license  and  King  County  license,  if 
applicable;  and 

( 4 ) The  vehicle  is  properly  insured  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  as  required  by  law; 

the  Director  may  then  issue  a taxicab  license  in  accordance 
tfith  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  and  in  such  form  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Director^  authorizing  the  operation 
of  a taxicab  for  a period  ending  on  the  next  August  31.  The 
license  may  be  reissued  for  succeeding  yearly  periods  to  the 
same  licensee,  and  for  the  same  motor  vehicle^  when  the 
requirements  of  this  ordinance  are  otherwise  met  and  are 
certified  by  the  Director. 


(d)  Transfer  of  a license  to  any  other  person  may  be 
authorized  only  upon  the  approval  of  the  Director  for  good 
cause  shown;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  shall  prevent  a 
taxicab  licensee  from  leasing  such  taxicab  to  another  person 
for  use  or  operation.  Application  for  transfer  of  a license 
to  another  person  shall  state  the  reasons  for  requesting  the 
transfer,  the  trade  name  and  color  scheme  under  which  the 
vehicle  will  be  operated,  and  a detailed  description  of  the 
proposed  operation  of  the  vehicle.  The  Director  shall 
(determine  whether  transfer  of  the  license  and  operation  of 
ithe  vehicle  as  proposed  will  best  serve  the  public.  Failure 
:>n  the  part  of  any  licensee  to  operate  his/her  vehicle  in 
accordance  with  the  proposed  operation  described  in  his/her 
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pplication  shall  be  grounds  for  revocation  of  the  taxicab 
icense.  No  license  shall  be  transferred  to  any  other  motor 
ehicle  without  approval  of  the  Director  and  unless  the 
lotor  vehicle  for  which  the  license  was  issued  has  been 
old,  or  become  obsolete,  unsafe  or  unfit  for  further  use, 
f which  the  Director  shall  be  the  exclusive  judge;  provided^ 
hat  a license  issued  for  the  operation  of  a taxicab  may  be 
ransferred  to  another  motor  vehicle  which  has  been  previously 
nspected  and  approved  by  the  Director  as  meeting  the  require- 
ents  of  this  ordinance^  and  which  has  been  designated  as  a 
tandby  vehicle,  and  such  standby  vehicle  may  be  operated 
nder  that  license. 


(e! 


No  taxicab  license  shall  be  issued  for  a second  or 


ucceeding  year  for  the  same  taxicab  or  for  any  other  taxicab 
nder  the  same  license,  unless  that  taxicab  and  any  other 
axicab  covered  by  that  license  has^  during  the  yearly 
eriod  covered  by  the  license , been  operated  for  at  least 
en  (10)  miles  per  day  for  at  least  two  hundred  thirty  (230) 
ays  of  the  year.  No  new  taxicab  license  shall  be  issued  to 
ny  person  holding  a license  which  has  lapsed  because  of 
ailure  to  meet  the  foregoing  requirement  during  the  preceding 
ear;  provided,  that  the  Director  for  good  cause  shown,  may 
aive  the  foregoing  requirement  and  issue  a new  license . 

Section  5.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  2-i  of 
rdinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  102637,  is 
urther  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  2-i.  Applications  by  Corporations.  Each 
pplication  for  a taxicab  license  or  renewal,  or  transfer 
hereof^  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  a corporation  under  this 
rdinance,  shall  include  a list  of  the  names  and  addresses 
•f  all  shareholders  and  no  change  in  such  shareholders  shall 
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be  made  without  first  obtaining  the  approval  of  the  Director. 
Failure  to  comply  with  this  provision  shall  be  grounds  for 
revocation  of  the  license . 

Section  6.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  3 of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  106189,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

0R0‘  Section  3,  Limit  on  Number  of  Licenses.  The  number  of 

W ~ — 

taxicabs  authorized  to  operate,  and  for  which  licenses  may 
be  issued,  shall  be  limited  to  the  number  of  Seattle  taxicab 
permits  or  licenses  issued  and  in  effect  on  the  effective 
date  of  this  amendatory  ordinance;  provided,  that  upon  the 
adoption  by  King  County  of  an  ordinance  providing  for  an 
authorizing  holders  of  Seattle  taxicab  licenses  or  permits 
to  obtain  a King  County  Taxicab  license  upon  payment  of  a 
license  fee  of  twenty  five  dollars  _[$25.00)_/  any  person 
holding  a valid  King  County  Taxicab  license  on  the  effective 
date  of  this  amendatory  ordinance  shall  upon  application 
therefor  in  accordance  with  this  ordinance,  be  issued  a 
license  to  engage  in  the  business  of  operating  a taxicab  in 
the  City  of  Seattle. 

Section  7.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  a new  Section  3-a 
is  added  to  Ordinance  59866  to  read  as  follows: 


Section  3-a.  Expiration  date  - License  Fee.  Taxicab 


- OWti 

jr/ 

licenses  expire  annually  on  August  31.  The  annual  license 
fee  for  each  taxicab  is  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00); 
provided,  that  upon  the  adoption  by  King  County  of  an  ordinance 
providing  for  and  authorizing  holders  of  Seattle  taxicab 
licenses  to  obtain  a King  County  Taxicab  license  upon  payment 
of  a license  fee  of  twenty  five  dollars  ($25.00),  any  applicant 
for  a taxicab  license  under  this  ordinance  who  holds  a valid 
King  County  Taxicab  license  on  the  effective  date  of  tihi.3 
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amendatory  ordinance  shall  pay  an  annual  license  fee  of 

twenty  five  dollars  ($25.00). 

Section  8.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  a new  Section  3-b 
is  added  to  Ordinance  59866  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3-b.  Seattle  Vehicle  License  Plates. 

(a)  The  Director  shall  furnish  each  taxicab  licensed 
with  one  or  more  tags  or  plates,  to  be  known  as  Seattle 
Vehicle  License  Plates.  Each  plate  shall  bear  the  number  of 
that  taxicab  license,  the  year  for  which  the  license  is 
issued,  and  the  words  "Seattle  Vehicle  License".  The  form, 
material  and  positioning  on  the  vehicle  of  each  license 
plate  shall  be  as  prescribed  by  the  Director.  It  is  unlawful 
for  any  owner,  operator  or  driver  of  a taxi  to  operate  such 
taxi  without  having  a license  plate  furnished  by  the  Director 
displayed  conspicuously  thereon,  or  to  operate  such  vehicle 
with  expired  or  illegible  plates,  or  to  violate  any  regulation 
of  the  Director  relating  to  such  plates. 

Upon  the  transfer  of  a taxicab  license  to  a standby 
vehicle  as  provided  for  in  Section  2 of  this  ordinance, 
vehicle  license  plates  may  be  placed  on  standby  vehicles, 
and  such  standby  vehicles  may  be  operated  under  the  taxi 
license  for  which  the  plates  have  been  issued. 

Taxicab  vehicle  license  plates  are  the  property  of  the 
City  of  Seattle  and  upon  the  revocation,  surrender,  suspension 
or  expiration  of  a taxicab  license,  or  if  found  in  the 
possession  of  any  person  other  than  to  whom  the  license  was 
issued,  such  plates  shall  be  taken  up  by  any  police  officer 
or  member  of  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 

and  returned  to  the  Director. 

II 

i (b)  It  is  unlawful  to  manufacture  any  Seattle  Vehicle 

II 

j| 

iiLicense  plate  except  by  order  from  the  Director. 
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( a > Whenever  a Seattle  Vehicle  License  plate  becomes 

lost,  destroyed  or  stolen,  a new  license  plate  may  be  authorized 
by  the  Director  at  the  expense  of  the  licensee.  Should  the 
original  be  later  found,  such  original  shall  be  returned  to 
the  Director. 

Section  9.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  4 of 

Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  106609,  is 

further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

i-oiw.  section-  4.  Rates.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in 

~~~~  — “ " 

this  section,  it  i_s  unlawful  for  anyone  driving,  operating, 
or  engaging  in  the  business  of  operating  a taxicab,  to 
charge,  demand,  collect,  or  receive  any  greater  or  less  rate 
of  fare  than  the  following: 

TAXICAB  METER  RATES  (Effective  until  January  31,  1978) 


For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/7  mile  or 

fraction  thereof  $0.9( 

Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/7  mile  or 


fraction  thereof  $0.1C 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time $0.12 

For  each  additional  passenger 60. 2C 

(Effective  after  January  31,  1978) 


For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/6  mile  or 

fraction  thereof $0 . 8C 

Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/6  mile  or 

fraction  thereof $0 . 1C 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time $0.12 

For  each  additional  passenger $ 0 . 2C 

No  additional  passenger  shall  be  picked  up  without  the 
express  consent  of  the  original  passenger. 

The  total  fare  computed  in  accordance  with  these  rates 
may  be  paid  in  scrip  by  any  handicapped  person  as  defined  in 
Section  1 of  this  ordinance,  or  by  the  holder  of  an  identifica- 
tion card  issued  by  the  Department  of  Human  Resources  to 

i 

persons  sixty-five  (65)  years  of  age  or  older  whose  income, 
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if  single,  is  not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70%)  of  the 
Washington  State  median  income  for  a one  person  household, 
as  computed  annually  by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the  City, 
or  whose  income,  if  married,  together  with  that  of  his/her 
spouse  is  not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70%)  of  the  Washington 
State  median  income  for  a two  person  household  as  computed 
annually  by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the  City.  Scrip 
shall  be  printed  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  City  Treasurer 
and  shall  be  sold  and  redeemed  by  the  City  Treasurer  at  a 
price  which  shall  be  equal  to  eighty  percent  (80%)  of  the 
face  value  thereof. 

These  rates  shall  not  apply  to  the  transportation  of 
passengers  between  docks,  railroad  stations,  hotels  and 
airports  when  the  passenger  pays  the  fare  by  means  of  a 
transfer  coupon  forming  a part  of  a through  ticket  issued  by 
a transportation  company,  but  even  for  these  trips , the 
taxicab  meter  shall  be  in  operation. 

The  rates  specified  in  this  section  for  taxicabs  shall 
not  apply  to  transportation  of  persons  provided  pursuant  to 
a written  contract  which  establishes  a fare  at  a different 
rate  for  specified  transportation;  provided , that  no  contract 
may  include  any  provision  the  effect  of  which  is  to  directly 
or  indirectly  require  exclusive  use  of  the  transportation 
services  of  the  contracting  taxicab  company . The  contract 
period  shall  not  exceed  one  year , and  a copy  of  the  contract , 
signed  by  all  parties , must  be  filed  with  the  Director  at 
least  three  ( 3 ) days  prior  to  commencement  of  such  transportation 
services , excluding  Saturdays , Sundays , and  City  legal 
holidays . Each  contract  shall  be  assigned  a number  by  the 

j Director . 

|| 

Section  10.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  5 of 


A-65 


I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


Page  39  of  48 

ndix  B. 2,  cont. 

Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  102637,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  5.  Rates  Posted.  Each  taxicab  shall  have 
conspicuously  displayed  within  its  passenger  compartment  a 
card  bearing  the  name  and  number  of  the  taxicab  and  the 
rates  of  fare  fixed  by  this  ordinance.  The  card  shall  be  of 
a form  and  size  approved  by  the  Director  and  shall  be  posted 
as  prescribed  by  him/her . During  hours  of  darkness  the 
rards  shall  be  illuminated  s^o  as  to  be  readily  discernible 
ay  passengers. 

Section  11.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  12  of 
Ordinance  5S866  is  hereby  repealed. 

Section  12.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  13  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  106189,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  13.  Trip  Sheets  Records.  Every  person 
awning  or  operating  any  taxicab  shall  keep  an  accurate  daily 
trip  sheet  for  each  shift  that  the  taxicab  is  operated, 
rrip  sheets  shall  be  kept  on  file  for  a period  of  five  (5) 

/ears,  shall  be  open  for  inspection  at  all  times  by  the 
Oirector,  and  shall  show  the  following  information: 

(a)  The  driver's  name  and  the  Seattle  or  King  County 
For-Hire  Driver's  License  number; 

(b)  The  company  name  and  vehicle  number; 

(c)  The  date,  time  and  place  of  origin  and  dismissal 
of  each  trip; 

(d)  The  fare  paid  or  charged,  and  the  number  of  passengers 
paying; 

(e)  Any  other  items  for  which  a charge  is  made;  and 

(f)  Time  and  mileage  reading  of  the  vehicle  at  the 

beginning  and  the  end  of  each  shift. 
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If  the  trip  is  made  pursuant  to  a contract  as  specified 
in  Section  4 of  this  ordinance,  the  trip  sheet  shall  also 
show  the  fare  as  indicated  by  the  meter  and  an  identification 
of  the  contract  by  number  assigned  by  the  Director  under 
which  the  transportation  is  provided.  The  driver  of  any 
taxicab  shall,  upon  request  of  any  passenger  paying  the  fare 
for  any  trip,  issue  a receipt  showing  such  information  for 
the  trip. 

Licenses  issued  pursuant  to  City  ordinances  and , if 
applicable^  permits  and  licenses  issued  by  the  Washington 
State  Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  and  King  County  showing 
such  vehicle  to  be  properly  insured  or  bonded  for  the  protection 
of  the  public,  shall  be  carried  at  all  times  in  every  taxicab . 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  taxicab  owner  or  operator  to  ensure 
that  such  permits  and/or  licenses  are  carried. 

Section  13.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  14  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  102637,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  14.  Inspections.  All  vehicles  operated  under 
authority  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  inspected  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Director  for  the  purpose  of  determining  cleanliness, 
proper  equipment,  appearance  and  safe  condition  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers;  and  it  ij3  unlawful  for  any 
person  to  drive  or  operate  any  taxicab  until  it  has  been 
inspected  and  approved  by  the  Director. 

Section  14.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  14-b  of 
Ordinance  59866,  added  thereto  by  Ordinance  103347,  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  14-b.  Seat  Belts . All  taxicabs  shall  be 
equipped  with  seat  belts  for  the  use  of  all  passengers . 

Seat  belts  shall  be  installed  and  maintained  in  accordance 
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with  standards  established  by  the  United  States  Secretary  of 
Transportation  pursuant  to  the  National  Traffic  and  Motor 
Vohiirlo  Safety  Act  of  1965,  as  now  or  hereafter  amended. 

Section  15.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  15  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  106189,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  15.  Driver  License.  It  is  unlawful  for  any 
person  owning,  controlling,  or  engaging  in  the  business  of 
operating  a taxicab,  to  employ  as  a driver,  or  to  permit  any 
taxicab  to  be  driven  by  a driver  who  does  not  have  in  his/her 
possession  a valid  For-Hire  Driver's  License  issued  by  the 
City  of  Seattle  or  King  County  as  provided  for  in  Section 
103  of  Ordinance  48022,  as  now  or  hereafter  amended. 

Section  16.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  16  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  101857,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  16.  Improper  Rates.  Upon  his/her  conviction 
for  charging  a fare  other  than  that  provided  for  in  Section 
4 of^  this  ordinance , a taxi  driver's  For-Hire  Driver's 
license  shall  be  suspended  for  a period  of  not  less  than  six 
( 6 ) months  nor  more  than  one  (1)  year,  and  this  suspension 
shall  be  in  addition  to  any  other  penalties  imposed . 

Section  17.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  17  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  101857,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  17.  Direct  Route.  A taxicab  driver  employed 
to  carry  a passenger  to  a definite  point  shall  take  the  most 
direct,  expeditious  and  safe  route  to  that  destination. 

Section  18.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  20  of 
Ordinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  101857,  is 
further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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Section  20.  Driver  Records.  It  _is  unlawful  for  anyone 
igaged  in  the  business  of  operating  a taxicab  to  knowingly 
nploy  a driver  who  has  within  one  (1)  year  been  convicted 
: driving  any  motor  vehicle  while  intoxicated. 

Section  19.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  21  of 
rdinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  101857,  is 
irther  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  21.  Driver  License  Revocation.  If  any  driver 
: a taxicab  _is  convicted  of  driving  such  vehicle  while 
ider  the  influence  of  alcohol  or  drugs , the  For-Hire  Driver's 
.cense  of  such  driver  shall  be  revoked,  and  s/he  shall  not 
i granted  a For-Hire  Driver's  license  for  a period  of  at 
last  one  (1)  year  from  the  date  of  conviction. 

Section  20.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  22  of 
rdinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  101857,  is 
irther  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  22.  Refusing  Service  or  Fare.  It  is  unlawful 
>r  any  taxicab  driver  to  refuse  to  accept  as  a passenger 
ly  person  of  proper  deportment  who  requests  a ride  when  the 
ixicab  is  unemployed;  and  it  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to 
‘fuse  to  pay  the  regular  fare  for  a taxicab  after  having 
.red  the  same. 

Section  21.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  23  of 
■dinance  59866  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  23.  Stopping  and  Standing.  It  i_s  unlawful  for 
ny  driver  of  a taxicab  to  leave  the  same  unattended  or  to 
epair  or  wash  his/her  vehicle  while  it  is  in  a taxicab 
tand . 

Section  22.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  25  of 
rdinance  59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  101857,  is 

urther  amended  to  read  as  follows: 
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Section  25.  Baggage  - Cancellation.  Passenger  valises 
or  small  hand  baggage  which  can  be  carried  conveniently 
within  a taxicab  shall  be  loaded,  conveyed  and  unloaded  from 
the  cab  free  of  charge.  Every  taxicab  driver  conveying 
baggage  for  a fee  shall  give  the  customer  a check  or  receipt 
for  each  piece  of  luggage  or  baggage  so  handled,  and  the 
check  or  receipt  shall 

(1)  Be  a duplicate  of  the  check  or  receipt  attached  to 
each  piece  of  baggage ; and 

( 2 ) Have  stamped  or  printed  thereon  the  name , address , 
telephone  number  and  taxicab  license  number  of  the 
person  issuing  the  check  or  receipt. 

Any  person  cancelling  a telephone  call  for  a taxi  after 
a cab  has  been  dispatched  may  be  charged  the  same  rate  as  if 
the  call  were  not  cancelled ♦ 

Section  23.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  26  of 
Ordinance  59866  is  hereby  repealed. 

Section  24.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  a new  Section  27- 
a is  added  to  Ordinance  59866  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  27-a.  Actions  to  deny,  suspend,  or  revoke  a 
taxicab  license  shall  be  governed  by  the  procedures  established 
in  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  43022)  for  the  denial,  suspension 
or  revocation  of  licenses  issued  under  that  Code. 

Section  25.  As  of  September  1,  1977,  Section  28  of 
Ordinance  59866  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  28.  Any  violation  of  or  failure  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  this  ordinance  constitutes  a violation  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  chapters  12A.01  and  12A.02  of  the 
Seattle  Criminal  Code.  Any  person  convicted  of  a violation 
of  this  ordinance  may  be  punished  by  a civil  fine  or  forfeiture 
not  exceeding  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($500.00). 
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Section  26.  Any  act  pursuant  to  the  authority  and 
prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  ordinance  is  hereby 
ratified  and  confirmed. 

Section  27.  In  the  event  of  payment  of  any  1977-1978 
for-hire  vehicle  license  fee  in  excess  of  the  amount 
established  therefor  by  Section  406  of  Ordinance  48022 
(License  Code) , as  amended  herein,  the  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs,  or  his/her  authorized  agent,  shall 
refund  the  amount  of  such  overpayment  upon  written  application 
therefor  approved  by  said  Director  or  agent,  which  amounts 
shall  be  paid  from  the  "Refund  Account"  created  by  Section  1 
of  Ordinance  106058  in  the  General  Fund,  and  the  necessary 
appropriations  are  hereby  made. 
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Section  28.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  he  in  force  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
approval,  if  approved  by  the  Mayor;  otherwise  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  become  a law  under  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter. 


Passed  by  the  City  Council  the  —y  day  of  j€HU3r\ 

\ / 

and  signed  by  me  in  open  session  in  authentication  of  its  passage  tb/s  . ' . 


, 19 
(iay  of 


January 


, 19 


Approved  by  me  this  i ' day  of 


Filed  by  me  this  »._/  day  of 


(SEAL) 

Published 


President 


January  , .... ... 


of  the  City  Council. 

19; 


January 


, 19  '/q. 


Mayor. 


Attest: 


*1. 


City  Comptroller  and  City  Clerk. 


-U  c. 


/ 


, Deputy  Clerk. 
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ORDINANCE 


407851 


AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  Ordinance  59866,  relating  to  licensing  and  regulation 
of  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  baggage  for  hire,  by  amending 
Section  3-a  to  create  a one-half  year  fee  for  taxicab  licenses  and 
adding  Section  3-c  establishing  a penalty  for  late  renewal  of  a license. 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Section  1.  That  Section  3-a,  as  added  by  Ordinance  107095,  is  amended 
to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3-a.  Expiration  Date  - License  Fee.  Taxicab  licenses  expire 
annually  on  August  31.  The  annual  license  fee  for  each  taxicab  is  one  hundred 
dollars  ($100.00);  provided,  that  if  an  application  is  for  a license  to  be 
effective  for  the  last  six  months,  or  less,  of  the  license  year,  then  the 
license  fee  shall  be  fifty  percent  (50%)  of  the  annual  license  fee;  provided 
further,  that  upon  the  adoption  by  King  County  of  an  ordinance  oroviding  for 
and  authorizing  holders  of  Seattle  taxicab  licenses  to  obtain  a King  Gounty 
Taxicab  license  upon  payment  of  a license  fee  of  twenty-five  dollars  ($25.00), 
any  applicant  for  a taxicab  license  under  this  ordinance  who  holds  a valid 
King  County  Taxicab  license  on  the  effective  date  of  this  amendatory  ordinance 
shall  pay'an  annual  license  fee  of  twenty-five  dollars  ($25.00). 

Section  2.  That  a new  Section  3-c  is  added  to  Ordinance  59866  as  last 
amended  by  Ordinance  107095  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  3-c.  Late  Renewal  Fee. 

(1)  Any  person  who  has  held  a license  in  the  previous  license  year  and 
who  continues  to  engage  in  the  taxicab  business  shall,  upon  failure  to  make 
a timely  application  for  renewal  of  the  license,  pay  a late  renewal  fee  as 
follows: 

(a)  If  file  renewal  application  is  received  after  the  expirat-ion  of  the 
previous  license  but  before  the  end  of  thirty  (30)  days  into  die  new  license 
your:  ten  dollars  ($10.00). 
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the  new  license  year:  twenty-five  dollars  (525.00). 

(2)  No  annual  license  shall  be  issued  until  any  late  renewal  fee  has 
been  paid;  provided,  that  payment  of  the  late  renewal  fee  may  be  waived 
whenever  the  Director  finds  that  timely  application  was  teyond  the  control 
of  the  licensee  by  reason  of  severe  circisnstanees;  for  example,  serious 
illness  of  the  licensee,  death  or  incapacity  of  an  accountant  or  other  person 
who  retains  possession  of  the  licensee's  license  records,  loss  of  business 
records  due  to  theft,  fire,  flood  or  similar  acts. 
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Section  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
approval,  if  approved  by  the  Mayor;  otherwise  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  become  a law  under  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter. 

Passed  by  the  City  Council  the  day  of  , 19 1 /, 


(SEAL) 


Published 
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ORDINANCE 


AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 
temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  until 
July  31,  1977. 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Section  1.  That  as  of  January  31,  1977  and  until  July 
31,  1977,  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  as  last  amended 


(C  „ B . 98025)  is  further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 


8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 


am8nd«o<.«SsS!.  Section  4.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  anyone  driving  or 
operating,  or  engaged  in  the  business  of  operating  taxicabs, 
l ■ for-hire  cars,  special  service  vehicles,  or  sightseeing  cars 
or  charter  buses,  to  charge,  demand,  collect,  or  receive  any 
greater  or  less  rate  of  fare  than  the  following: 

TAXICAB  METER  RATES: 


14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 


i 


25 

26 


27 


For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/7  mile 

or  fraction  thereof  $0.90 

Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/7  mile, 

or  fraction  thereof  .10 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time.  ...  .12 

For  each  additional  passenger .20 


(No  additional  passenger  shall  be  picked  up  without  the 
express  consent  of  the  original  passenger.);  provided 
that  the  total  fare  computed  in  accordance  with  such 
rates  may  be  paid  in  scrip  by  any  handicapped  person  as 
defined  in  Section  1 of  this  Ordinance  or  by  the  holder 
of  an  identification  card  which  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Human  Resources  to  persons  sixty-five 
years  of  age  or  older  whose  income,  if  single,  is  not 
more  than  seventy  (70)  percent  of  the  Washington  State 
median  income  for  a one  person  household,  as  computed 

annually  by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the  City  or 
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whose  income,  if  married,  together  with  that  of  his  or 
her  spouse  is  not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70Z)  of 
the  Washington  State  median  income  for  a two  person 
household,  as  computed  annually  by  the  State  of  Washington 
or  the  City.  Scrip  shall  be  printed  in  the  form 

I 

i 

prescribed  by  the  City  Treasurer  and  shall  be  sold  and 
redeemed  by  the  City  Treasurer  at  a price  which  shall 
be  equal  to  eighty  percent  (BOi,)  of  the  face  value 
thereof;  provided  further  that  said  rates,  insofar  as 

i 

they  establish  a minimum  rate,  shall  not  apply  -- 

i 

(1)  to  the  transportation  of  handicapped  students 
under  contract  with  any  public  or  private  school 

or  school  district  if  such  contract  or  satisfactory 
evidence  thereof  has  been  theretofore  filed  with 
the  City  Comptroller,  or 

(2)  to  the  transportation  in  any  vehicle  being 
operated  under  a special  services  vehicle  permit 
of  persons  sixty-five  years  of  age  or  older  or 
handicapped  persons  as  defined  in  Section  1 of 
this  Ordinance. 

FOR-HIRE  CAR  RATES; 

For  the  first  two  hours  6f  driving  time 

or  fraction  thereof  $18.00 

For  each  successive  hour  or  fraction  thereof, 

at  the  rate  of 9.00 

per  hour.  A flat  rate  shall  be  permitted  for  funerals 
only,  provided  such  flat  rate  shall  not  be  less  than 
the  minimum  charge  for  two  hours  of  driving  time  as 
hereinabove  in  this  section  provided. 
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SIGHTSEEING  CAR  RATES : 

For  any  one  trip  the  fare  for  any  one  passenger  on 
account  of  transportation  shall  not  exceed  $10.00  or  be 
less  than  $2.00,  provided  that  children  under  five 
years  of  age  may  be  transported  free  of  charge  and  the 
fare  for  children  from  5 to  12  years  of  age  may  be  one- 
half  of  the  adult  fare. 

CHARTER  BUS  RATES : 

The  charge  for  use  of  charter  bus  shall  be  .a  sum  certain 
determined  by  agreement  between  the  contracting  persons 
at  the  time  of  chartering,  provided  that  in  determining 
said  sum,  waiting  time  may  be  included  at  an  agreed 
rate . 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  driver  or  operator  of  a 
vehicle  licensed  as  a sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus  to 
charge,  demand  or  collect  any  fare  in  any  other  manner 
than  provided  for  in  this  Ordinance  or,  when  not  used 
as  a sightseeing  bus,  from  any  passenger  or  person 
other  than  a person  chartering  the  bus  or  his  designated 
agent . 

SPECIAL  SERVICES  VEHICLE  RATES : 

Charges  for  the  transportation  in  any  special  services 
vehicle  of  persons  sixty-five  years  of  age  or  older  or 
handicapped  persons  as  defined  in  Section  1 of  this 
Ordinance  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  schedule  of 
rates,  fares  and  charges  filed  with  the  City  Comptroller 
by  the  permit  holder  for  any  such  special  services 
vehicle;  provided  that  any  such  schedule  of  rates, 
fares  and  charges  shall  be  uniform  as  to  all  special 
services  vehicles  having  the  same  color  scheme;  and 
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provided  further  that  no  such  schedule  of  rates,  fares 
and  charges  shall  be  the  same  as  or  greater  than  the 
taxicab  meter  rates  established  in  this  section. 


I 


Said  rates  shall  not.  apply  to  the  transportation  of 
passengers  between  docks,  railroad  stations,  hotels  and 
airports  when  the  passenger  pays  fare  by  means  of  a 
transfer  coupon  forming  a part  of  a through  ticket 
issued  by  a transportation  company,  but  provided  that 
when  the  transportation  is  by  means  of  a taxicab,  the 
taxicab  meter  shall  be  in  operation. 

Section  2.  That  the  charge,  demand,  collection  or 
receipt  of  rates  of  fare  in  accordance  with  this  Ordinance 
prior  to  the  effective  date  hereof  is  hereby  ratified  and 
confirmed. 


j 

I 

I 

I 


! 


t 
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Section  3 . This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
approval,  if  approved  by  the  Mayor;  otherwise  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  become  a law  under  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter. 


Passed  by  the  City  Council  the 3.1. day  of 

and  signed  by  me  in  open  session  in  authentication  of  its  passage'tjDis  $. / 31 

tonuarv  , ig7/  7 


, 19?7, 
day  of 


y \ l 

President  of  the  City  Council. 


Approved  by  me  this 


day  of 


Filed  by  me  this 


/ 


day  of 


(SEAL) 


Published 


Februar 


lUdi 

<rw. 


, 19?£ 

✓ Luov. 


February 


.1977 


Mayor. 
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REPEALED  - ORO. 

ORDINANCE  lOC3QOi> 

AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 
temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  until 
January  31,  1978. 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Sj 

N 

4 


Section  1.  That  as  of  July  31,  1977  and  until  January 

31,  1978,  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  as  last  amended  by 

4 

Ordinance  106178,  is  further  amended  to  read  as  follows: 


AUfujjta  o«o#  section  4.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  anyone  driving  or 
operating,  or  engaged  in  the  business  of  operating  taxicabs, 
for-hire  cars,  special  service  vehicles,  or  sightseeing  cars 
or  charter  buses,  to  charge,  demand,  collect,  or  receive  any 
greater  or  less  rate  of  fare  than  the  following: 


TAXICAB  METER  RATES: 


For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/7  mile 

or  fraction  thereof  $0.90 

Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/7  mile, 

or  fraction  thereof  . 10 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time  ....  .12 

For  each  additional  passenger .20 


(No  additional  passenger  shall  be  picked  up  without  the 
express  consent  of  the  original  passenger  ) ; provided 
that  the  total  fare  computed  in  accordance  with  such 
rates  may  be  paid  in  scrip  by  any  handicapped  person  as 
defined  in  Section  1 of  this  Ordinance  or  by  the  holder 
of  an  identification  card  which  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Human  Resources  to  persons  sixty-five 
years  of  age  or  older  whose  income,  if  single,  is  not 
more  than  seventy  (70)  percent  of  the  Washington  State 
median  income  for  a one  person  household,  as  computed 
annually  by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the  City  or 
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whose  income,  if  married,  together  with  that  of  his  or 
her  spouse  is  not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70%)  of 
the  Washington  State  median  income  for  a two  person 
household,  as  computed  annually  by  the  State  of  Washington 
or  the  City.  Scrip  shall  be  printed  in  the  form  prescribed; 
by  the  City  Treasurer  and  shall  be  sold  and  redeemed  by 
the  City  Treasurer  at  a price  which  shall  be  equal  to 
eighty  percent  (80%)  of  the  face  value  thereof,*  provided 
further  that  said  rates,  insofar  as  they  establish  a 
minimum  rate,  shall  not  apply  -- 

(1)  to  the  transportation  of  handicapped  students 
under  contract  with  any  public  or  private  school 

or  school  district  if  such  contract  or  satisfactory 
evidence  thereof  has  been  theretofore  filed  with 
the  City  Comptroller,  or 

(2)  to  the  transportation  in  any  vehicle  being 
operated  under  a special  services  vehicle  permit 
of  persons  sixty-five  years  of  age  or  older  or 
handicapped  persons  as  defined  in  Section  1 of 
this  Ordinance. 

FQR-H1RE  CAR  RATES: 

For  the  first  two  hours  of  driving  time 

or  fraction  thereof  .............  $18.00 

For  each  successive  hour  or  fraction  thereof, 

at  the  rate  of 9.00 

per  hour.  A flat  rate  shall  be  permitted  for  funerals 
only,  provided  such  flat  rate  shall  not  be  less  than 
the  minimum  charge  for  two  hours  of  driving  time  as 
nereinabove  in  this  section  provided. 

SIGHTSEEING  CAR  RATES : 

For  any  one  trip  the  fare  for  any  one  passenger  on 


A-82 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


B.3,  cont.  Page  8 of  15 

account  of  transportation  shall  not  exceed  $10.00  or  be 
less  than  $2.00,  provided  that  children  under  five 
years  of  age  may  be  transported  free  of  charge  and  the 
fare  for  children  from  5 to  12  years  of  age  may  be  one- 
half  of  the  adult  fare. 


CHARTER  BUS  RATES: 


The  charge  for  use  of  charter  bus  shall  be  a sum  certain 
determined  by  agreement  between  the  contracting  persons 
at  the  time  of  chartering,  provided  that  in  determining 
said  sum,  waiting  time  may  be  included  at  an  agreed 

rate . 


It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  driver  or  operator  of  a 
vehicle  licensed  as  a sightseeing  car  or  charter  bus  to 
charge,  demand  or  collect  any  fare  in  any  other  manner 
than  provided  for  in  this  Ordinance  or,  when  not  used 
as  a sightseeing  bus,  from  any  passenger  or  person 
other  than  a person  chartering  the  bus  or  his  designated 
agent. 

AL  SERVICES  VEHICLE  RATES: 

Charges  for  the  transportation  in  any  special  services 
vehicle  of  persons  sixty-five  years  of  age  or  older  or 
handicapped  persons  as  defined  in  Section  1 of  thi:; 
Ordinance  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  schedule  of 
rates,  fares  and  charges  filed  with  the  City  Comptroller 
by  the  permit  holder  for  any  such  special  services 
vehicle;  provided  that  any  such  schedule  of  rates, 
fares  and  charges  shall  be  uniform  as  to  all  special 
services  vehicles  having  the  same  color  scheme;  and 
provided  further  that  no  such  schedule  of  rates,  fares 
and  charges  shall  be  the  same  as  or  greater  than  the 
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taxicab  meter  rates  established  in  this  section. 

Said  rates  shall  not  apply  to  the  transportation  of 
passengers  between  docks,  railroad  stations,  hotels  and 
airports  when  the  passenger  pays  fare  by  means  of  a 
transfer  coupon  forming  a part  of  a through  ticket 
issued  by  a transportation  company,  but  provided  that 
when  the  transportation  is  by  means  of  a taxicab,  the 
taxicab  meter  shall  be  in  operation. 

Section  2.  That  the  charge,  demand,  collection  or 
receipt  of  rates  of  fare  in  accordance  with  this  Ordinance 
prior  to  the  effective  date  hereof  is  hereby  ratified  and 
confirmed. 


Section . w.  Uses  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  he  in  force  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
approval,  if  approved  iby  the  Mayor;  otSierwise  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  become  a law  under  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter. 


Filed  by  me  this 


day  of 


July 


Mayor. 


, 19  - 


( SEAL ) 


Attest: 


City  Comptroller  and  City  Clerk. 


By 


Deputy  Clerk. 


Published 
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REPEALED  - QRD*  / 0 % 

ORDINANCE  10714'*. 

AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 
temporary  -fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  through 
July  31,  1978. 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Section  1.  As  of  January  31,  1978,  Section  4 of  Ordinance 
59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  107095,  is  further 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

•°ro.  section  4.  Rates.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in 

57i  — 

this  section,  it  is  unlawful  for  anyone  driving,  operating, 
or  engaging  in  the  business  of  operating  a taxicab,  to 
charge,  demand,  collect,  or  receive  any  greater  or  less  rate 
of  fare  than  the  following: 

rAXICAB  METER  RATES  (Effective  until  July  31,  1978) 

For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/7  mile  or 
fraction  thereof  $0.90 

Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/7  mile  or 

fraction  thereof  $0.10 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time $0.12 

For  each  additional  passenger $0.20 

(Effective  after  July  31,  1978) 

For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/6  mile  or 
fraction  thereof  $0.80 

Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/6  mile  or 
fraction  thereof  $0.10 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time $0.12 

For  each  additional  passenger $0.20 

No  additional  passenger  shall  be  picked  up  without  the 

express  consent  of  the  original  passenger. 

The  total  fare  computed  in  accordance  with  these  rates 

nay  be  paid  in  scrip  by  any  handicapped  person  as  defined  in 

Section  1 of  this  ordinance,  or  by  the  holder  of  an  identification 

sard  issued  by  the  Department  of  Human  Resources  to  persons 


a 
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sixty-five  (65)  years  of  age  or  older  whose  income  f if 
single,  is  not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70%)  of  the  Washington 
State  median  income  for  a one  person  household,  as  computed 
annually  by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the  City,  or  whose 
income,  if  married,  together  with  that  of  his/her  spouse  is 
not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70%)  of  the  Washington  State 
median  income  for  a two  person  household  as  computed  annually 
by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the  City.  Scrip  shall  be 
printed  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  City  Treasurer  and 
shall  be  sold  and  redeemed  by  the  City  Treasurer  at  a price 
which  shall  be  equal  to  eighty  percent  (80%)  of  the  face 
value  thereof. 

These  rates  shall  not  apply  to  the  transportation  of 
passengers  between  docks,  railroad  stations,  hotels  and 
airports  when  the  passenger  pays  the  fare  by  means  of  a 
transfer  coupon  forming  a part  of  a through  ticket  issued  by  ^ 
a transportation  company,  but  even  for  these  trips,  the 
taxicab  meter  shall  be  in  operation. 

The  rates  specified  in  this  section  for  taxicabs  shall 
not  apply  to  transportation  of  persons  provided  pursuant  to 
a written  contract  which  establishes  a fare  at  a different 
rate  for  specified  transportation?  provided,  that  no  contract 
may  include  any  provision  the  effect  of  which  is  to  directly 
or  indirectly  require  exclusive  use  of  the  transportation 
services  of  the  contracting  taxicab  company.  The  contract 
period  shall  not  exceed  on®  year,  and  a copy  of  the  contract, 
signed  by  all  parties,  must  be  filed  with  the  Director  at 
least  three  (3)  days  prior  to  commencement  of  such  transporta- 
tion services,  excluding  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  City  legal 
holidays.  Each  contract  shall  be  assigned  a number  by  the 
Director . 
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Section  2.  The  charge,  demand,  collection  or  receipt 
of  rates  of  fare  in  accordance  with  this  Ordinance  prior  to 
the  effective  date  hereof  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 


Section This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  and 

approval,  if  approved  by  the  Mayor;  otherwise  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  become  a law  under  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter. 

Passed  by  the  City  Council  the  T day  of  JffH  11217  , 19  / 

and  signed  by  me  in  open  session  in  authentication  of  its  passage  this  )Q  day  of 

January , 19  78.  


President  FTO  Tem  Gjf  the  City  Council. 


Approved  by  me  this  (). day  of 

Filed  by  me  this  .</  day  of 


Febr 


/ { ’19 


7 v: 


01  i-c\s 


■ - 


Mayor. 


, 19  /(). 


(SEAL) 


f 0 

Attest: 


ty^c 


City  Comptroller  and  City  clerk. 


Published 


By 


Deputy  Clerk. 
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REPEALED  -ORD.  / 

ORDINANCE  107574 


AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 
temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  through 
December  31,  1978. 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Section  1.  As  of  July  31,  1978,  Section  4 of  Ordinance 
59866,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  107144  is  further  amended 
to  read  as  follows: 

5 - OROj 


7/  y' 


Section  4.  Rates . Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this 


section,  it  is  unlawful  for  anyone  driving,  operating,  or 
engaging  in  the  business  of  operating  a taxicab,  to  charge, 
iemand,  collect,  or  receive  any  greater  or  less  rate  of  fare 
than  the  following: 

FAX I CAB  METER  RATES  (Effective  until  ( (JuAv—SAt- AS33) ) December  31 , 
L978) 


For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/7  mile  or 
fraction  thereof  .............. 


$0.90 


Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/7  mile  or 
fraction  thereof  ............. 


...............  $0.10 

( ) waiting  time.  . (($0^A3)}  $7.20  ijtoi 

For  each  additional  passenger  $0.20 

(Effective  after  ( (JuAy--3Ar-A938 ) ) December  31,  1978) 


For  one  passenger  for  the  first  1/6  mile 
or  fraction  thereof  .......... 


$0.80 


Thereafter  for  each  additional  1/6  mile 
or  fraction  thereof  .......... 


............  $0.10 

For  every  one  minute  of  waiting  time  .....  $0.12 

For  each  additional  passenger $0.20 

No  additional  passenger  shall  be  picked  up  without  the 
?xpress  consent  of  the  original  passenger. 

The  total  fare  computed  in  accordance  with  these  rates 
nay  be  paid  in  scrip  by  any  handicapped  person  as  defined  in 

i 

I 

Section  1 of  this  ordinance,  or  by  the  holder  of  an  identification 
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card  issued  by  the  Department  of  Human  Resources  to  persons 
sixty-five  (65)  years  of  age  or  older  whose  income,  if  single,  is 
not  more  than  seventy  percent  (70%)  of  the  Washington  State 

I 

median  income  for  a one  person  household,  as  computed  annually 
by  the  State  of  Washington  or  the  City,  or  whose  income,  if 
married,  together  with  that  of  his/her  spouse  is  not  more  than 
seventy  percent  (70%)  of  the  Washington  State  median  income  for  a j 
two  person  household  as  computed  annually  by  the  State  of 

j 

Washington  or  the  City.  Scrip  shall  be  printed  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  City  Treasurer  and  shall  be  sold  and  redeemed  by 
the  City  Treasurer  at  a price  which  shall  be  equal  to  eighty 
percent  (80%)  of  the  face  value  thereof. 

These  rates  shall  not  apply  to  the  transportation  of 
passengers  between  docks,  railroad  stations,  hotels  and  airports 
when  the  passenger  pays  the  fare  by  means  of  a transfer  coupon 
forming  a part  of  a through  ticket  issued  by  a transportation 
company,  but  even  for  these  trips,  the  taxicab  meter  shall  be  in 
operation . 

The  rates  specified  in  this  section  for  taxicabs  shall  not 
apply  to  transportation  of  persons  provided  pursuant  to  a written 
contract  which  establishes  a fare  at  a different  rate  for  specified 

, j 

transportation;  provided,  that  no  contract  may  include  any  pro- 

i 

vision  the  effect  of  which  is  to  directly  or  indirectly  require 
exclusive  use  of  the  transportation  services  of  the  contracting 

i _ 

I * 

taxicab  company.  The  contract  period  shall  not  exceed  one  year,  ; 
and  a copy  of  the  contract,  signed  by  all  parties,  must  be 
filed  with  the  Director  at  least  three  (3)  days  prior  to  commence- 
ment of  such  transportation  services,  excluding  Saturdays,  Sundays, 
and  City  legal  holidays.  Each  contract  shall  be  assigned  a num.be r 
bv  the  Director. 
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Section  2 . The  charge,  demand,  collection  or  receipt 
of  rates  of  fare  in  accordance  with  this  Ordinance  prior  to 
the  effective  date  hereof  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 


Section...?....  Tills  ordinance  shall  take  effect  asset  b © in  fore©  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  md 
approval,  if  approved  by  the  Mayor;  ©therwsse  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  becom®  a lew  isnder  the 
provisions  ©I  the  city  charter. 

Passed  by  the  City  Cmsncll  the J^/ day  ©f , 19 
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A RESOLUTION  directing  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  to 
study  City  licensing  ordinances  and  to  prepare  and  submit  to  the  City 
Council  a revised  License  Code  for  the  City  of  Seattle;  prescribing  times 
for  periodic  and  final  reports  to  the  Council;  prescribing  principles  for 
regulatory  and  revenue  licensing;  and  adopting  a procedure  for  Council 
action  on  the  revised  License  Code. 

WHEREAS,  the  licensing  power  granted  to  the  City  of  Seattle  by  the  people  dir- 
ectly, by  Article  XI,  Section  I I , of  the  Wash i ngton  State  Constitution, 
and  by  Chapter  35.22.280,  Revised  Code  of  Washington,  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal means  for  the  City  to  protect  the  property,  privacy,  health, 
safety,  and  security  of  its  citizens  from  hazards  caused  by  commercial 
act i vi t i es ; and 

WHEREAS,  as  an  exercise  of  the  City's  police  and  taxing  powers,  licensing  ord- 
inances and  regulations  have  broad  impacts  on  the  economy  of  the  City  and 
limit  the  economic  interests  and  personal  liberties  of  regulated  persons, 
requiring  in  their  formulation  and  administration  a balance  between  pub- 
lic and  private  interests;  and 

WHEREAS,  commercial  honesty  and  candor,  freedom  from  discrimination,  and  res- 
pect and  care  for  the  environment  are  necessary  to  maintain  and  protect 
the  property,  privacy,  health,  safety,  security,  opportunity  and  liberty 
of  present  and  future  citizens  of  Seattle  and  to  insure  the  economic 
well-being  of  the  community  and  the  realization  for  citizens  of  the  full 
benefits  of  a free  enterprise  system;  and  these  standards  should  be  re- 
qui  red  of  all  commercial  activities  in  the  City  of  Seattle;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  last  comprehensive  revision  of  licensing  in  the  City  of  Seattle 
occurred  a half  a century  ago  when  the  City  Council  enacted  Ordinance 
48022,  the  present  License  Code,  on  December  1,  1924,  which  replaced  a 

series  of  prior  Seattle  ordinances  regulating  and  licensing  a variety  of 
trades,  occupations,  and  commercial  activities;  and  which  has  since  been 
amended  and  supplemented  by  the  Council  more  than  four  hundred  times 
without  resort  to  consistent  principles  or  policies,  with  the  result  that 
the  present  License  Code  imposes  unnecessary  burdens  and  complications  on 
licensee,  distributes  unfairly  and  irrationally  the  burdens  of  raising 
City  revenues;  and  provides  inadequate  protection  for  the  consuming 
pub  lie;  and 

WHEREAS,  Py  Resolution  22853  on  December  21,  1970,  the  City  Council  establish- 
ed a Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for  Licensing  and  Consumer  Affairs  to 
review  the  substance,  administration,  and  enforcement  of  licensing  in  the 
City  of  Seattle;  and  the  Committee  submitted  reports  to  the  Council  in 
May  and  December  of  1971  recommending  reorganization  of  licensing  ad- 
ministration and  enforcement  and  the  establishment  of  general  principles 
for  licensing  coverage  and  procedure,  and  recommending  that  the  reorgan- 
ized administering  agency  examine  the  City's  regulatory  licensing  ordin- 
ances and  regulations  and  propose  revisions  to  the  City  Council;  and 

WHEREAS,  a new  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  was  established  by 
Ordinance  102252,  effective  October  3,  1973,  to  administer  the  License 
Code  and  related  regulatory  and  revenue  licensing  ordinances  of  the  City 
of  Seattle;  Now,  Therefore, 


Appendix  B.4;),  cent.. 


Page  2 of  4 


8£  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE,  THE  MAYOR 
CONCURRING: 


That  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs,  consulting  with 
members  of  the  former  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  for  Licensing  and  Consumer 
Affairs  and  with  other  interested  persons,  groups,  and  agencies,  shall: 

1.  Examine  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022)  and  all  other  licensing 
ordinances  of  the  City  of  Seattle  in  order  to  evaluate  their  need, 
relevance,  impact,  and  adequacy; 

2.  Examine  activities  not  now  regulated  by  City  licensing  ordinances  to 
determine  whether  additional  license  regulations  are  needed; 

3.  Examine  City  licensing  ordinances  to  determine  what  activities  now 
regulated  by  the  City  no  longer  need  regulation  because  they  are 
obsolete,  effectively  sel f -regul ated , or  adequately  regulated  by 
state  or  federal  laws  or  regulations; 


4.  Examine  the  administrative  and  enforcement  costs  and  fee  structure  of 
the  City's  regulator/  licensing; 

5.  Examine  the  distribution  of  the  burden  of  raising  City  revenues 
through  licensing,  including  the  impact  on  activities  now  taxed, 

6.  examine  the  availability  and  suitability  of  potential  alternate  and 
additional  sources  of  City  revenue  through  licensing; 

7.  ^ased  on  the  foregoing  examination,  make  findings  and  recommendations 
to  the  City  Council  for  a revised  License  Code  for  the  City  of 
Seattle;  and 

8.  Report  periodically  to  the  City  Council's  Public  Safety  and  Health 
Committee,  at  least  at  quarterly  intervals  beginning  October  1,  1974, 
on  the  progress  of  the  Department  in  this  project  and  submit  to  the 
Council  a final  report  and  recommendat ions  by  December  31,  1975. 


AND  IT  IS  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  City  of 
Seattle  in  the  exercise  of  its  licensing  power  shall  be  as  set  forth 
bel  cm  . 


REGULATORY  LICENSING 


1.  The  regulatory  licensing  paver  of  the  City  of  Seattle  should  be  used 

to  protect  citizens  from  corrroercial  activities  and  enterprises  which: 

a.  Discriminate  against  persons  on  the  basis  of  age,  sex,  sexual 
orientation,  marital  status,  race,  color,  creed,  religion  or 
national  origin,  except  where  age  or  sex  are  bona  fide  quali- 
fications reasonably  necessary  to  the  normal  operation  of  the 
particular  commercial  activity  or  enterprise; 

b.  Defraud  or  otherwise  deceive  the  public;  or 

c.  Violate  laws  protecting  the  quality  of  the  environment. 
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2.  No  other  regulatory  licensing  should  be  required  for  any  activity  or 
enterprise  unless: 

a.  The  activity  or  enterprise  poses  a specific  hazard  to  property, 
privacy,  health,  safety,  or  security;  and 

b.  The  hazard  is  clearly  identified  in  the  enacting  legislation;  and 

c.  Licensing  regulations  will  reduce  the  hazard  by  specifying 
qualifications  and  standards  of  conduct  for  licensees;  and 

d.  The  hazard  is  not  already  adequately  controlled  by  fire,  build- 
ing, housing,  zoning,  health,  or  other  similar  City  codes. 

3.  Licensing  should  not  be  used: 

a.  To  regulate  activities  or  enterprises  creating  no  hazard  to 

property,  privacy,  health,  safety,  or  security  on  the  sole  ground 
that  they  may  offend  moral  precepts;  or 

b.  To  restrict  or  abridge  activities  or  enterprises  involving 
speech,  expression,  petition,  assembly,  and  association  unless 
they  are  shown  to  be  necessary  to  avoid  imminent  danger  to  prop- 
erty, privacy,  health,  safety,  or  security,  and  then  the  re- 
striction may  be  no  broader  than  necessary;  or 

c.  To  suppress  legitimate  competition;  or 

d.  To  set  prices  or  rates  unless  monopoly  conditions  exist  which 
cannot  be  eliminated  or  otherwise  controlled. 

k.  Subject  to  the  provisions  set  forth  above,  regulatory  licensing 

should  provide  comprehensive  and  balanced  protection  to  a full  range 

of  legitimate  interests,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  interests 
of  businesses,  taxpayers,  homeowners,  consumers  and  others,  includ- 
ing property,  privacy,  health,  safety,  and  security;  including  racial, 
sexual,  and  other  guaranteed  form  of  equality;  and  including  the 
quality  of  the  environment. 

5.  All  ordinances  establishing  regulatory  licenses  should  state  clear 

and  explicit  criteria  for  the  issuance,  denial,  suspension  and 
revocation  of  each  license. 


REVENUE  TAXES  AND  REGULATORY  FEES 


1.  Revenue  taxes  from  licensing  should  meet  the  following  criteria: 

a.  Ef f i c i enev  The  tax  should  be  levied  in  a way  which  can  be  easily 
and  inexpensively  administered  by  the  City  and  complied  with  by 
the  taxpayer.  A minimum  of  revenue  raised  should  be  consumed  in 
the  process  of  raising  it. 

b.  S imol i ci ty  Tax  laws  should  be  written  so  they  can  be  readily 
understood  by  the  taxpayer  and  the  tax  official.  The  amount  of 
tax  due  should  be  easily  computed  and  verified. 
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d.  deutra  1 ? ty  The  tax  should  be  designed  so  that  all  sectors  of  the 

economy  are  affected  to  about  the  same  extent,  thus  assuring  that 

the  common  necessities  and  amenities  of  life  are  not  overburdened 
by  the  tax*  The  objective  should  be  to  avoid  distorting  the  economic 
signals  which  are  received  in  the  marketplace  and  which  determine  the 
relative  amounts  of  various  goods  and  services  produced.  Where 
feasible,  the  effect  of  taxes  levied  by  other  jurisdictions  should 
also  be  considered. 

e.  Grow th  Tax  rates  should  not  be  so  high  as  to  either  discourage 
reasonable  economic  growth  or  to  place  Seattle'  in  a position  of 
comparative  disadvantage  vis-a-vis  other  communities. 

f.  Pub  1 1 e Cos  ts  Special  compensatory  taxes  may  be  levied  to  reflect 

total  costs,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  certain  classes  of  businesses 

entail  public  costs  not  taken  into  consideration  in  the  private 
sector's  decision-making  processes  (that  is,  commercial  activities 
which  tend  to  promote  needless  consumption  or  waste,  or  which  despoil 
the  environment  and  cause  or  contribute  to  hazards  to  the  property, 
privacy,  heal th,  safety,  or  security  of  substantial  numbers  of  people.) 

2.  Regulatory  license  fees  should  meet  the  following  criteria: 

a.  Suf f i ci ency  License  fees  should  cover  the  full  cost  of  issuance, 
administration,  and  enforcement  of  the  regulatory  license. 

b.  Ef f i c i ency  The  fee  should  be  designed  for  easy,  inexpensive  admin- 
istration by  the  City  and  easy,  inexpensive  compliance  by  the 
i i censee. 

c.  S imp  1 i c ? ty  The  fees  should  be  easily  understood  by  licensees  and 
city  officials,  leaving  as  small  a margin  as  possible  for  subjective 
interpretat ions . 

AND  IT  IS  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  City  Council  will  revise  the  Seattle 
License  Code  and  related  ordinances  according  to  the  principles  and 
policies  set  forth  in  this  Resolution,  proceeding  incrementally  to 
consider  and  act  on  proposals  submitted  by  the  Department  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs  in  its  quarterly  and  final  reports,  with  the  objective 
of  completing  the  new  License  Code  by  April  30,  1976. 

Passed  by  the  City  Council  the  30th  day  of  September,  197^. 


A-94 


Appendix  B.4b 

RESOLUTION  25223  EXPRESSING  CITY  AND  COUNTY  INTENT  TO  EXPLORE 
MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL  LICENSING 

RESOLUTION  25223 


A RESOLUTION  expressing  the  intent  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  to  explore 

multi-jurisdictional  licensing  of  taxicab  operations  in  the  City  of  Seattle 
and  King  County. 

WHEREAS,  Seattle  Ordinance  48022,  Sections  232  through  239,  as  amended,  and 

Ordinance  59866,  as  amended,  license  and  regulate  taxicab  operations  within 
the  City  of  Seattle;  and 

WHEREAS,  King  County  Code,  Chapter  6.64,  as  amended,  licenses  and  regulates 
taxicab  operations  in  unincorporated  King  County;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Seattle  and  King  County  maintain  separate  and  distinct  taxi- 
cab licensing  and  regulatory  programs;  and 

WHEREAS,  these  separate  programs  lead  to  inefficient  taxicab  operations  since  a 
taxicab  may  not  pick  up  passengers  in  a jurisdiction  in  which  it  is  not 
licensed  and  therefore  must  return  empty  to  Its  own  jurisdiction  after 
delivery  of  passengers  to  the  other  jurisdiction;  and 

WHEREAS,  such  an  Inefficient  system  leads  to  increased  costs  of  taxicab  operations 
which  are  passed  on  to  consumers  in  the  form  of  higher  fare  rates;  and 

WHEREAS,  elderly  and  handicapped  persons  often  have  no  alternative  means  of 
transportation  available  and  therefore  must  pay  the  costs  of  Inefficient 
taxicab  operations:  and 

WHEREAS,  inefficient  taxicab  operations  result  in  excess  energy  consumption  at  a 
t'me  when  energy  conservation  should  be  promoted;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Port  of  Seattle  is  now  considering  an  alternative  to  the  grant  of 
an  exclusive  contract  for  operation  of  taxicab  service  at  Seattle-Tacona 
International  Airport,  which  should  increase  the  efficiency  and  decrease 
the  cost  of  regional  taxicab  operations;  and 

► 

WHEREAS,  in  Resolution  24706  (adopted  September  30,  1974)  and  Resolution  25079 
(adopted  May  17,  1976),  the  City  Council,  the  Mayor  concurring,  directed 
the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  to  prepare  a revised  License 
Code,  including  revisions  to  the  sections  licensing  and  regulating  taxicab 
operations;  Now,  Therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL  Of  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE,  THE  MAYOR  CONCURRING: 


That  multi-jurisdictional  licensing  of  taxicab  operations  in  the  City  of  Seattle 
and  King  County,  whether  joint,  reciprocal,  or  cooperative,  should  be  thoroughly 
explored  in  cooperation  with  King  County  and  the  Port  of  Seattle. 


That  by  September,  1976,  the  Seattle  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  - 
in  cooperation  with  King  County,  the  Port  of  Seattle,  the  taxicab  industry,  and 
other  interested  parties  --  shall  prepare  and  submit  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  reconmendations  for  organizing  and  implementing  a mul ti-juri sdi ctional 


of  2 
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Appendix  B.4b,  cont . 
licensing  program.  The  recommendations  shall  bo  consistent  with  the  licensing 
policies  set  forth  In  Resolution  24706  and  shall  explore  the  merits  and  feasibility 
of: 

I 

(1)  Unrestricted  pick-up  and  delivery  of  passengers  in  the  City  of  Seattle 
and  unincorporated  King  County; 

(2)  Standardization  of  license  fees; 

(3)  Compatible  regulatory  provisions , which  may  include  joint  review  and 
adoption  of  rate  schedules; 

\ 

(4)  Enforcement  of  regulatory  provisions;  and 

(5)  Equitable  and  sufficient  taxicab  services  to  all  districts  and  commun- 
ities in  Seattle, 


PASSED  by  the  Seattle  City  Counci 
me  In  open  session  in  authentication  o 


9/6,  end  signed  by 
ay  of  Ha 1976. 


Filed  by  me  this  17th  day  of  May,-  1976 


ATTEST 


City  Comptroller  a*£>City  Clerk 


BY: 


Concurred  in: 


puty 


- 'KaMjl 

wes  Uh I man  , Mayor 
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REPEALED  - OR0. 


ORDINANCE  i08W« 


AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  licensing  and  regulation  of  taxicabs,  adding  Sec- 
tions 500,  501,  502,  503,  504,  505,  506,  507,  508,  510,  511,  512,  513,  514,  520, 
521,  522,  523,  524,  525  and  526  to  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022)  and 
repealing  Ordinances  59866,  62610,  69144,  69377,  69585,  69680,  70429,  71905, 
73762,  74086,  78208,  79136,  80008,  80648,  86242,  87597,  87630,  89192,  91012, 
91670,  92658,  93542,  93887,  94021,  95032,  95501,  95715,  96433,  97192,  97839, 
99225,  100479,  102637,  103347,  103690,  103880,  106133,  106178,  106189, 
106609,  107135?  107144,  107351,  107574,  107742,  107918,  and  108087,  and 
other  ordinances  or  parts  thereof  inconsistent  herewith,  amending  Section  36 
of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance  (Ordinance  98820)  to  increase  the 
taximeter  inspection  fee,  and  amending  Sections  14,  21,  and  401,  and  adding 
Section  21.3  to  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022). 

BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Section  1.  That  new  Sections  500,  501,  502,  503,  504,  505,  506,  507,  508,  509 
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(Reserved),  510,  511,  512,  513,  514,  515-519  (Reserved),  520,  521,  522,  523,  524, 
525,  526,  and  527-529  (Reserved),  are  added  to  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022) 
to  read  as  follows: 

Section  500.  Purpose.  It  is  the  purpose  of  Sections  500  through  526  to  re- 
quire taxicab  owners  to  obtain  licenses  in  order  to  insure  that  they  operate  safe 
vehicles  and  obtain  public  liability  insurance  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  and 
conduct  the  taxicab  business  in  a fair  and  reasonable  manner. 

Section  501.  Definitions. 

A.  "Affiliated  taxicab"  means  a taxicab  associated  with  a group  of  taxicabs 
having  multiple  owners  and  operating  under  the  same  color  or  other  identification 
scheme. 


B.  "Affiliation  representative"  means  the  person  who  has  the  authority  to 
file  rates  for  a group  of  affiliated  taxicabs. 

C.  "Independent  taxicab"  means  a taxicab  or  group  of  taxicabs  having  one 
owner  and  operating  under  the  same  color  or  other  identification  scheme. 

D.  "Operate"  means  engage  in  the  activity  of  picking  up  any  passenger  for 

hire. 


E.  "Owner"  means  the  registered  owner  as  defined  by  the  Revised  Code  of  j 

i 

Washington  (RCW)  46.04.460,  as  now  or  hereafter  amended. 

F.  "Taxicab"  means  any  motor  vehicle  which  carries  passengers  for  hire,  I 
where  the  route  traveled  or  destination  is  controlled  by  a passenger,  and  the  fare  is 
based  on  an  amount  recorded  and  indicated  on  a taximeter. 
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G.  "Taximeter"  means  a device  which  records  and  indicates  a fare,  rate,  or 

charge  calculated  according  to  distance  traveled,  and  may  also  record  and  indicate 

a fare,  rate,  or  charge  based  on  waiting  time,  extra  passengers,  initial  charge,  and 

such  other  fares,  rates,  or  charges  as  are  not  prohibited  by  the  License  Code  or  the 

Weights  and  Measures  Code. 

Section  502.  License  Required.  It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  operating  a taxicab  without  first  obtaining  a Taxicab  License  for  each 
vehicle. 

Section  503.  License  Fee.  The  fee  for  a Taxicab  License  is  $60.00  per  year. 
Section  504.  License  Expiration  Date.  Taxicab  Licenses  expire  annually  on 
August  31. 

Section  505.  License  Application.  Application  for  the  Taxicab  License  shall 
include  at  least  the  following  informations 

(1)  Ownership  of  the  vehicle  to  be  licensed; 

(2)  Identification  of  the  vehicle  and  company  vehicle  number; 

(3)  Name,  fictitious  or  otherwise,  under  which  the  vehicle  is  to  be  oper- 
ated; 

W Distinguishing  color  scheme  or  other  identification  scheme  to  be  used 
on  the  vehicle. 

Section  506.  Safety,  Meter,  and  Posting  Inspections,. 

A.  All  vehicles  operated  under  the  authority  of  Sections  500  to  526  may  be 
inspected  from  time  to  time  as  determined  by  the  Director  in  response  to  com- 
plaints received  or  observations  that  such  inspection  is  desirable,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  proper  equipment  and  safe  condition  for  the  transportation  of 
passengers,  provided  that  inspections  shall  be  conducted  at  least  annually.  The 
Director  shall  promulgate  rules  and  regulations  which  set  forth  standards  of  safety 

l 

and  the  scope  of  inspections,  including  but  not  limited  to  standards  regarding  j 
brakes,  lights,  tires,  glass,  seat  belts,  and  special  equipment. 

B.  Recognizing  that  changing  tire  or  wheel  size,  or  tampering  with  the  I 

„ . i 

gears  or  seal  of  taximeters,  or  otherwise  altering  the  approved  operation  of  taxi- 
meters has  sometimes  occurred,  and  that  such  tampering  is  difficult  to  discover  , 
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unless  taximeters  are  closely  inspected,  the  Director  shall  inspect  all  taximeters  at 

least  once  each  year,  and  may  inspect  them  at  any  reasonable  time  to  determine  1 
continuing  compliance  with  the  License  Code  and  the  Weights  and  Measures  Code. 

C.  Recognizing  that  proper  posting  of  taxicab  rates  inside  the  vehicle  as 
determined  by  the  Director  is  a crucial  source  of  consumer  information  regarding 
proper  rates  and  other  information,  and  that  such  posting  cannot  be  checked  for 
compliance  unless  the  vehicle  is  entered  for  inspection,  the  Director  shall  inspect  j 
all  rate  posting  for  proper  form,  location,  and  information  at  least  annually,  and 

I 

may  so  inspect  at  any  reasonable  time  to  determine  continuing  compliance  with  the 
License  Code. 

Section  507.  Financial  Responsibility.  All  taxicab  licensees  shall  maintain 
and  furnish  to  the  Director  proof  of  compliance  with  RCW  46.72,  as  now  or  here- 

i 

after  amended,  relating  to  financial  responsibility.  Such  proof  shall  consist  of  ! 
proof  of  For-Hire  certification  with  the  State  of  Washington.  Additionally,  all 
licensees  shall  maintain  a policy  of  uninsured  motorist  coverage  which  runs  to  the 
benefit  of  passengers.  The  City  of  Seattle  need  not  be  named  as  an  additional 
insured.  Licensees  may  meet  the  above  requirements  for  financial  responsibility 
through  a program  of  self  insurance  pursuant  to  RCW  46.29.630. 

Section  508.  Payment  of  Judgments.  Failure  to  pay  any  judgment  within  j 

i 

thirty  (30)  days  after  the  judgment  becomes  final  or  to  make  any  payment  pursuant 

i 

to  a judgment  shall  result  in  denial,  suspension,  or  revocation  of  a Taxicab  License. 

No  Taxicab  License  shall  be  renewed  if  an  outstanding  final  judgment  exists. 

Section  510.  Rates  to  be  Filed.  Each  owner  of  an  independent  taxicab  or  , 
each  affiliation  representative  shall  present  proof  of  authority  to  file  rates  satis- 
factory to  the  Director,  and  shall  file  all  rates  and  charges  with  the  Director  in  a 
form  as  required  by  the  Director. 

Section  511.  Changing  Rates.  Rates  may  be  changed  by  filing  a new  rate 
schedule  with  the  Director  during  the  months  of  August,  November,  Fenruarv.  ana 
May.  If  the  rate  change  does  not  necessitate  a meter  adjustment,  the  new  rj  — 
becomes  effective  fifteen  (15)  days  after  filing.  If  a meter  adjustment  is  r^umrf-i. 
the  new  rate  becomes  effective  for  each  affected  taxicab  .'hen  the  cab  meter  s 
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approved,  but  not  sooner  than  fifteen  (15)  days  after  filing  the  new  rate;  provided 

that  n©  taxicab  affected  by  the  rate  filing  shall  operate  after  ninety  (90)  days 

following  the  filing  of  the  new  rate  schedule  unless  its  meter  has  been  adjusted  and 

approved  by  the  Director. 

Section  512.  Rate  Filing.  Rates  must  be  filed  within  thirty  (30)  days  after 
the  effective  date  of  this  ordinance;  meters  must  be  approved  and  inspected  within  ' 
one  hundred  twenty  (120)  days  after  the  effective  date;  provided  that  if  new  rates 
filed  do  not  necessitate  a meter  adjustment,  meters  need  not  be  approved.  Rates 
established  by  Ordinance  59866  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  108087  shall  remain  ! 
effective  until  new  rates  are  filed  and  meters  approved  at  the  new  rate. 

Section  513.  Posting  Rates.  Each  taxicab  shall  have  conspicuously  displayed  ! 

% 

within  its  passenger  compartment  the  name  and  number  of  the  taxicab  and  the 
rates  of  fare  according  to  a uniform  system  which  can  readily  be  understood  by 
passengers,  as  required  by  the  Director  by  rule. 

Section  514,  Contract  Rates.  Rates  may  be  charged  pursuant  to  a written 
contract  which  may  establish  a fare  for  specific  transportation  at  a different  rate 
than  the  filed  rate. 

Section  520.  License  Plates.  A licence  plate,  or  plates,  to  be  known  as 
Seattle  Taxicab  License  Plates,  in  such  form  and  content  as  prescribed  by  the 
Director,  shall  be  issued  with  each  Taxicab  License,  and  shall  be  attached  to  the 
vehicle  as  prescribed  by  the  Director.  Whenever  a Seattle  Taxicab  License  Plate  is 
lost,  stolen  or  destroyed,  a new  license  plate  may  be  issued  upon  the  payment  of  a 
replacement  fee  of  five  dollars  ($5,00)  and  the  filing  of  an  affidavit  of  loss.  If  the  | 
original  license  plate  is  recovered,  it  shall  be  returned  to  the  Director  promptly.  : 
Failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  section  is  a violation. 

Section  521.  Receipt  Provided  Upon  Request,  Each  licensee  or  agent  shall 
provide  a customer  with  a receipt  when  required.  The  receipt  shall  include  com- 
plete and  accurate  information  in  legible  form  as  follows: 

(1)  Name  of  the  licensee  and  the  Seattle  Taxicab  Li'  erne  number: 

(2)  Signature  of  the  driver  and  hie  (For-Hire)  Driver's  License  number* 

(3)  Date,  time,  and  place  of  trip  origin  and  dismissal:  and 

(4)  Itemized  listing  of  charges  and  total  fare  paid  or  chargee. 
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Section  522.  Notice  to  Passengers.  Each  licensee  or  agent  shall  display  at  all 

I 

times  a notice  in  the  taxicab  interior  which  is  readily  visible  to  and  readable  by 

passengers  as  follows: 

"The  driver  of  this  taxicab  is  required  by  Seattle  ordinance  to  give  a receipt 
for  service  provided  to  any  customer  who  requests  a receipt.  Any  complaint 
about  taxicab  service  or  charges  may  be  directed  to  the  Seattle  Department 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs,  (mailing  address),  (telephone  number)." 

I 

Section  523.  Equipment. 

A.  Each  taxicab  shall  be  equipped  with  a taximeter  installed  in  the  vehicle 
in  such  a position  that  the  face  upon  which  the  fare  or  charge  is  indicated  is  readily 
visible  to  and  readable  by  passengers. 

B.  At  a minimum,  each  taxicab  shall  be  equipped  with  either  a top  light,  a 
flag  attached  to  the  taximeter,  or  other  equipment  approved  by  the  Director  which 
indicates  that  the  taxicab  is  employed  or  unemployed  and  is  visible  from  a distance 
of  ten  (10)  feet  from  the  vehicle. 

Section  5 24.  Packages. 

A.  Passenger  valises  or  small  hand  baggage  which  can  be  carried  con- 
veniently within  a taxicab  shall  be  loaded,  conveyed,  and  unloaded  from  the  taxicab 
free  of  charge. 

B.  Nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall  prohibit  or  limit  the  right  of  licensees  to 
use  taxicabs  for  transporting  packages  for  hire. 

i 

Section  525.  Violations.  It  is  a violation  for  any  person  to: 

! 

(1)  Operate  or  authorize  any  other  person  to  operate  a taxicab  for  which  a j 

I 

license  has  not  been  issued;  ! 

(2)  Operate,  or  for  any  licensee  to  authorize  any  person  to  operate,  a 
taxicab  on  which  a Seattle  Taxicab  License  Plate  is  not  attached  as  required  by  the 
Director; 

O)  Falsify  any  record,  document,  or  information  required  to  be  kept  or 
submitted  to  the  Director  (or  Hearing  Examiner)  bv  this  title,  or  by  rule  >r  royo- 
lation  prescribed  hereunder; 

14)  Employ  as  a driver,  or  authorize  the  taxi-  ib  to  be  of  er^te*'  bv.  .<  p-'.  A 
who  does  not  have  a For-Hire  Driver's  License  issued  by  the  City  ol  Seattle  *--r  - ; 


( ountv; 


A-101 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

IQ 

1 1 

1 2 

13 

14 

IS 

16 

1 7 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


ix  B.5,  cont . Page  6 of  19 

(5)  Drive,  or  any  licensee  to  authorize  any  person  to  drive,  a taxicab  which 

is  not  equipped  and  in  safe  condition  as  required  by  the  Seattle  Traffic  Code  and 


RCW  46.37,  as  now  or  hereafter  amended; 

(6)  Drive,  or  any  licensee  to  authorize  any  person  to  drive,  a taxicab  which 
is  not  equipped  with  seat  belts  for  al!  passengers; 

(7)  Drive,  or  any  licensee  to  authorize  any  person  to  drive,  a taxicab  de- 
signed for  the  transportation  of  handicapped  persons,  unless  retaining  locks  for 
wheelchairs  are  installed  and  operable; 

(S)  Charge,  or  to  authorize  a driver  to  charge,  any  passenger  an  amount 
different  than  a fare,  rate,  or  charge  as  filed  pursuant  to  this  ordinance,  or,  if  the 
transportation  is  provided  pursuant  to  a contract,  an  amount  different  than  the 
fare,  rate,  or  charge  set  forth  in  the  contract; 

(9)  Use  or  authorize  to  be  used,  a trade  name,  color  scheme,  or  other 
identification  upon  a taxicab  or  in  any  advertising  or  public  listing,  which  conflicts 
with  any  other  name,  scheme,  or  identification  or  tends  to  deceive  the  public,  and 
which  has  not  been  approved  by  the  Director; 

(10)  Carry  any  passenger  to  the  destination  by  a route  that  is  not  the  safest 
and  most  direct,  unless  the  customer  specifically  authorizes  the  deviation  or  al- 
ternate route; 

(11)  Refuse  to  accept  as  a passenger  any  person  of  proper  deportment  who 
requests  transportation  when  the  taxicab  is  not  already-  carrying  a passenger; 

(12)  Operate,  or  to  authorize  a person  to  operate,  a taxicab  unless  it  is 
equipped  with  a taximeter,  the  taximeter  has  been  inspected  and  approved  by  the 
Director,  and  on  which  the  seal  has  not  been  broken,  the  size  of  gears  operating  the 
taximeter  has  not  been  changed,  the  size  of  the  wheels  or  tires  of  the  taxicab  has 
not  been  changed,  and  the  taximeter  has  not  been  changed  from  one  vehicle  to 
another,  or  otherwise  tampered  with; 

(13)  Activate  the  meter  when  the  taxicab  is  not  employed  or  fail  to  activate 
the  meter  at  the  beginning  of  each  for  hire  trip,  unless  the  transportation  is 
provided  pursuant  to  a written  contract; 

(\u)  Operate,  or  for  any  lio.  r.seo  to  authorize  a persnn  to  on*-* ram,  a : -<ic:ii; 
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unless  it  is  equipped,  at  a minimum,  with  either  a top  light,  a flag  attached  to  the 

taximeter,  or  other  approved  equipment  which  indicates  whether  or  not  the  taxicab 
is  carrying  a passenger,  and  such  equipment  is  in  working  condition  and  is  visible 
from  a distance  of  ten  (10)  feet; 

(15)  Activate  any  equipment  which  indicates  that  the  taxicab  is  carrying  a 
passenger  when  it  is  not,  or  to  fail  to  activate  such  equipment  when  the  taxicab  is 
carrying  a passenger; 

(16)  Fail  to  post  rates  and  other  information,  or  provide  receipts,  as  required 
by  the  Director; 

(17)  Use  a taxistand  for  purposes  other  than  to  await  the  carriage  of  pas- 
sengers for  hire; 

(18)  Operate  a taxicab  more  than  ninety  (90)  days  after  the  filing  of  a new 
rate,  unless  the  taxicab's  taximeter  has  been  adjusted  to  reflect  the  new  rate  and 
has  been  approved  by  the  Director;  or 

(19)  Pick  up  additional  passengers  without  the  approval  of  the  original 
passenger  or  to  charge  rates  not  in  compliance  with  rates  filed  with  the  Director. 

Section  526.  Reciprocal  Provisions.  A Taxicab  License  may  be  denied, 
suspended,  or  revoked  upon  finding  that  the  applicant  or  licensee,  or  owner,  officer, 
or  agent  thereof  has  violated,  or  has  caused  or  permitted  a driver  to  violate,  any 
King  County  or  Port  of  Seattle  ordinance  or  regulation  pertaining  to  the  operation 
of  taxicabs  while  in  those  jurisdictions. 

Section  2.  That  Ordinance  59866  as  amended  relating  to  licensing  and  regu- 
lation of  taxicabs,  and  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  regulating  the  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers and  baggage  for  hire  in  the  City  of  Seattle,  fixing  the 
rates  therefor*  providing  penalties  for  violation  therof,  and 
repealing  Ordinances  numbered  42589,  45685,  46748,  48199, 

49184,  49524,  57409,  59171,  59175  and  all  other  ordinances  <nri 
parts  of  ordinances  in  conflict  herewith." 
anu  Ordinance  62610,  entitled: 

" AN  ORDINANCE  relating  ro  and  regulating  the  corn  •*vai.<  <■  of  p. • s- 
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sengers  for  hire  in  the  City  of  Seattle;  prescribing  minimum  and 

maximum  rates  therefor;  imposing  upon  the  City  Comptroller 
certain  duties  and  powers  with  respect  to  the  enforcement  of 
Ordinance  No,  59866  (as  amended);  and  amending  Sections  2,  3, 

4,  5,  6,  9,  10,  13,  14  and  26  of  Ordinance  No,  59866," 
and  Ordinance  69144,  entitled; 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  regulating  taxicabs,  and  amending 
Section  25  of  Ordinance  No,  59866  to  prescribe  what  luggage 
may  be  carried  for  passengers  therein  without  extra  charge." 
and  Ordinance  69377,  entitled; 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  regulating  taxicabs  and  amending 
Section  10,  as  amended,  of  Ordinance  No.  59866  with  respect  to 
the  location  of  taximeters  therein." 
and  Ordinance  69585,  entitled; 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  public  transportation  by  motor  vehicles; 
prescribing  rates  of  fare  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  in 
taxicabs,  for-hir®  and  sight-seeing  motor  vehicles;  requiring 
certificates  of  convenience  and  necessity  for  placing  additional 
sight-seeing  and  for-hire  motor  vehicles  in  operation;  amending 
Section  4,  as  amended,  and  repealing  Section  8 of  Ordinance  No. 
59866." 

and  Ordinance  69680,  entitled; 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  regulating  motor  vehicles  used  for 
taxicabs,  for-hire,  and  sight-seeing,  and  amending  Sections  2 and 
3 of  Ordinance  No.  59866,  as  amended." 
and  Ordinance  70429,  entitled; 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  regulating  the  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers and  baggage  for  hire,  and  amending  Section  1 of  Ordin- 
ance 59866  to  redefine  the  term  'taxicab.'" 
and  Ordinance  71905,  entitled; 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to,  regulating,  and  requiring  permits  for  the 
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operation  of  taxicab,  for-hire,  and  sight-seeing  motor  vehicles; 
adding  minimum  taxicab  operation  requirements  for  reissuance 
of  permits,  changing  the  basis  for  determining  the  number  of 
taxicab  permits,  conditionally  authorizing  additional  permits,  and 
amending  Sections  2 and  3 of  Ordinance  No.  59866  accordingly." 
and  Ordinance  73762,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  regulating  the  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers and  baggage  for  hire;  amending  Sections  3,  5,  19  and  22 
of  Ordinance  59866,  and  adding  seven  new  Sections  to  said 
ordinance  providing  for  exclusive  occupancy  of  taxicab  stands  in 
public  streets,  and  providing  additional  requirements  and  regula- 
tions for  for-hire  motor  vehicles  and  the  owners,  operators  and 
drivers  thereof." 
and  Ordinance  74086,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  bag- 
gage for  hire  under  Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Sections  4,  25 
and  27  of  said  ordinance." 
and  Ordinance  78208,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  regulating  For  Hire  motor  vehicles 
under  Ordinance  No.  59866,  as  amended,  and  amending  Sections  4 
thereof  to  increase  taxicab  meter  rates." 
and  Ordinance  79136,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  maximum  number  of  taxicabs  and 
amending  Section  3 of  Ordinance  No.  59866  with  respect  to 
certain  taxicabs  operated  in  territory  annexed  to  the  City." 
and  Ordinance  80008,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 
under  Ordinance  No.  59866,  as  amended,  and  amending  Section  4 
thereof  to  affe<~t  changes  in  rates  of  and  limiting  the  number  of 
Tor-Hire  cars." 

and  Ordinance  80648,  entitled: 
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"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  operation  of  taxicabs*  for-hire  and 

sightseeing  cars*  and  amending  Section  20  of  Ordinance  No. 

59866  with  respect  to  drivers  previously  convicted  of  driving 
while  intoxicated." 
and  Ordinance  86242,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 
under  Ordinance  59866*  as  amended,  and  amending  Section  4 
thereof  t©  increase  taxicab  meter  rates,  and  also  amending 
Section  4-a.'e 

and  Ordinance  87597,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  prohibiting  the  hiring  of  drivers  of  motor  vehicles 
for  hire  who  have  within  one  year  been  convicted  of  driving  a 
motor  vehicle  while  intoxicated,  and  amending  Section  20  of 
Ordinances  59866  accordingly." 
and  Ordinance  87630,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  requiring  information  concerning  shareholders  on 
applications  for  taxicab  permits,  or  the  renewal  or  transfer 
thereof,  by  corporations  under  Ordinance  59866,  as  amended,  and 
requiring  consent  of  the  City  Council  for  changes  in  shareholders 
thereof." 

and  Ordinance  S9I92,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Sections  i,  2,  4,  12,  13  and  26  of  Ordin- 
ance 59866  relating  to  and  regulating  "For-Hire  Car"  and  "Sight- 
seeing Car  or  Charter  Bus,"  fixing  rates  of  fare,  requiring  per- 
mits, and  repealing  Sections  4A  and  18  of  the  ordinance,  relating 
to  certain  taxicab  rates  and  passenger  receipts." 
and  Ordinance  91012,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 
under  Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Section  thereof  to  es- 
tablish children's  sightseeing  car  rates." 

Ordinance  9 1670,  entitled: 
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"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 

under  Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Section  4 thereof  to  in- 
crease certain  taxicab  rates." 
and  Ordinance  92658,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  regulation  of  lor  hire  vehicles  and 
amending  Section  2 of  Ordinance  59866  to  eliminate  the  fee  for 
the  transfer  of  For  Hire  Car,  Taxicab,  Sightseeing  Car  or 
Charter  Bus  permits." 
and  Ordinance  93542,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  regulation  of  for  hire  vehicles  under 
Ordinance  59866;  changing  the  expiration  date  of  permits;  pro- 
viding for  the  posting  in  each  taxicab  of  the  name  and  number 
thereof;  adding  a new  Section  14-a  to  authorize  the  Comptroller 
to  prescribe  rules  and  regulations  and  repealing  Sections  2-a 
through  2-g  of  said  ordinance." 
and  Ordinance  93887,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 
under  Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Section  4 thereof  to 
exempt  from  minimum  taxicab  rates  the  transportation  of 
handicapped  students  under  contract  with  any  public  or  private 
school  and  to  delete  an  existing  exemption  for  uniformed 
servicemen  and  Red  Cross  nurses." 
and  Ordinance  94021,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  8 of  Ordinance  93789  to  authorize 
the  operation  of  cabulances  without  taximeters  under  certain 
conditons." 

and  Ordinance  95032,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire  in 
the  City  of  Seattle  and  amending  Section  3 of  Ordinance  59866 
as  amended,  and  adding  a new  section  thereto  designated  3-A 

pr. Aiding  (or  : ie  issuance  of  add:' tonal  taxi*  ab  permits  !>v  the 
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City  Council  when  public  convenience  and  necessity  is  estab- 
lished." 

and  Ordinance  95501,  entitled? 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 
under  Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Section  4 thereof  to  in- 
crease certain  taxicab  rates." 
and  Ordinance  95715,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  regulation  of  for  hire  vehicles  under 
Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Section  2 and  Section  3- A thereof 
to  restrict  the  transfer  of  permits  held  by  persons  who  have 
obtained  additional  permits  under  Section  3-A." 
and  Ordinance  96433,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 
under  Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Section  4 thereof  to  in- 
crease certain  'For-Hire  Car®  Rates." 
and  Ordinance  97192,  entitled* 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  7 of  Ordinance  93789  relating  to 
cabuiances  to  increase  the  rates  of  fare  for  conveying  handi- 
capped passengers  for  hire." 
and  Ordinance  97839,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers  for  hire 
under  Ordinance  59866  and  amending  Section  4 thereof  to  in- 
crease certain  'Taxicab  Meter'  rates." 
and  Ordinance  99225,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  regulation  of  for-hire  vehicles  under 
Ordinance  59866;  prescribing  conditions  and  procedures  for  the 
transfer  of  permits,  requiring  public  liability  insurance,  and 
amending  Section  2 of  said  ordinance." 
and  Ordinance  100479,  entitled: 

"\N  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  regulation  of  tor-hire  vehicles  under 
Ordinance  59866;  authorizing  waiver  of  certain  minimum  ooerat- 
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ing  requirements,  and  amending  Section  2 of  said  ordinance,  and 

ratifying  and  confirming  prior  acts." 
and  Ordinance  102637,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  regulation  of  for-hire  vehicles  and 
amending  Sections  2,  2i,  3,  3-A,  3,  6,  9,  10,  13,  I**,  14a,  and  26  of 
Ordinance  59866  to  transfer  certain  functions  from  the  City 
Council  and  City  Comtproller  to  the  Director  of  Licenses  and 
Consumer  Affairs." 
and  Ordinance  103347,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  and  providing  for  installation  and  main- 
tenance of  seat  belts  for  passenger  use  on  certain  vehicles  for 
hire,  and  adding  a new  section  designated  Section  14-B  to  Ordin- 
ance 59866." 

and  Ordinance  103690,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  rates  of  fare  for  conveying  handicapped 
passengers  for  hire  and  amending  Section  7 of  Ordinance  93789 
to  eliminate  the  fixing  of  rates  by  ordinance  and  provide  for  the 
filing  of  rates  by  operators  with  the  City." 
and  Ordinance  103880,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  rates  of  fare  for  conveying  handicapped 
passengers  for  hire  and  amending  Section  7 of  Ordinance  93789 
to  eliminate  the  fixing  of  rates  by  ordinance  and  provide  for  the 
filing  of  rates  by  operators  with  the  City." 
and  Ordinance  106133,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  correct 
an  inadvertent  change  in  the  price  charged  for  taxi  fare  scrip." 
and  Ordinance  106173,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 ot  Ordinance  59866  to  e\renc 
temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  set  vkes  until  An ?!, 

1977." 

and  Ordinance  106  189.  entitled: 
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"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  licensing  and  regulation  of  taxicabs 
and  other  motor  vehicles  for  hire  and  their  drivers;  providing  for 
reciprocal  licensing  by  King  County  and  the  City  of  Seattle,  and 
amending  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  13,  and  15  of  Ordinance  59866, 

t 

repealing  Section  3-A  and  27  of  Ordinance  59866,  and  amending 

i 

Sections  103  and  233  of  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022)." 
and  Ordinance  1Q6609,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  44  of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 
temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  until  January  31, 

i 

1978." 

and  Ordinance  107135,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  relating  to  the  Department  of  Human  Resources; 
establishing  a Handicapped  Person  and  Senior  Citizen  Identifi- 
cation program,  defining  eligibility  requirements  therefor,  and 
amending  Section  1 of  Ordinance  59866." 
and  Ordinance  107144,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 
temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  through  July  31, 

1978." 

and  Ordinance  107351,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  to  amend  Ordinance  59866,  relating  to  licensing  and 
regulation  of  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  baggage  for  hire, 
by  amending 'Section  3-a  to  create  a one--half  yearly  fee  for  . j 

taxicab  licenses  and  adding  Section  3-c  establishing  a penalty  for 

i 

late  renewal  of  a license."  j 

and  Ordinance  107574,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 
temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  through  December 
31,  1978." 

and  Ordinance  107742,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Ordinance  No.  59866,  Section  3,  as  'as c 
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amended  by  Ordinance  107095  (1978),  to  provide  that  the  recip- 


rocal licensing  program  will  not  be  affected  by  issuance  of 
additional  taxicab  licenses  by  King  County." 
and  Ordinance  107918,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  extend 


temporary  fare  increases  for  taxicab  services  through  June  30, 


1979." 

and  Ordinance  108087,  entitled: 

"AN  ORDINANCE  amending  Section  4 of  Ordinance  59866  to  correct 
an  inadvertent  error  by  inserting  the  date  "1^79"  f0r  the  date 


"1978"." 

1 

and  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  ! 

and  24  of  Ordinance  101857,  and  Section  3 of  Ordinance  104201,  and  Section  24  of 
Ordinance  106025,  and  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  9,  and  10  of  Ordinance  106189, 
and  Sections  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24, 
and  25  of  Ordinance  107095,  and  any  other  ordinances  or  parts  thereof  inconsistent 
herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  That  Section  36  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Ordinance  (Ordin- 
ance 98820)  is  amended  to  read: 

Section  36.  SPECIAL  INSPECTION  SERVICE.  The  term  "special  inspection  j 

i 

service,"  as  used  in  this  Code,  shall  denote  all  inspection  service  made  on  request,  j 
Such  service  shall  not  be  furnished  unless  and  until  the  applicant  shall  present  to 
the  City  sealer  a receipt  from  the  City  Treasurer  showing  payment  of  the  fee 
prescribed. 

The  following  fees  for  special  inspection  service  are  hereby  established: 

Vehicle  (beam  type)  . 5 to  30  Tons  $ 5.00 

Vehicle  (beam  type) Above  30  Tons  10.00 

Vehicle  (automatic-indicating) 5 to  30  Tons  ! 0.00 

Vehicle  (automatic-indicating) Above  3Q  Tons  20.' 0 

Dormant  (beam  type) i/2  to  6 Tons  2.5b 

Dormant  (automatie-indir tting) !00C//  r less  5.50 
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Dormant  (automatic-indicating)  ........ 

Above  1000# 

10.00 

Portable  ......................... 

2000#  or  less 

2.50 

Portable  ......................... 

Above  2000# 

5.00 

OHB  (overheading  butcher's  beam)  ...... 

6000  to  1100# 

5.00 

Computing  ....................... 

50#  or  less 

1.00 

Even  Balance  

1000#  or  less 

^ 1.00 

Counter  ......................... 

400#  or  less 

2.00 

Spring  Dial  Scales  

60#  or  less 

10.00 

Spring  Dial  Scales  .................. 

60#  to  600# 

2.00 

Hopper  . 

5 Tons  or  less 

25.00 

Crane  ........................... 

20  Tons  or  less 

25.00 

Weights-nominai  value  ............... 

Each 

1.00 

Weights-calibration  

Each 

1.00 

Gasoline  Pumps 

Each 

2.00 

Tank  Truck  Meters 

Each 

5.00 

Tank  Truck  Compartment  Calibration  .... 

Each 

25.00 

Loading  Rack  Meters ................ 

Each 

15.00 

Linear  Measures  (yard-sticks) .......... 

Each 

.50 

Measuregraphs  (cloth  measuring) ....... 

Each 

LOO 

Taximeters  

Each  Rate  Checked 

( (2:0017“ 

5.00 

Odometers  

Each 

2.00 

Liquid  Test  Measures 

l pt.  to  5 gai.  incl.  ............. 

Each 

LOO 

Over  5 gal.  to  50  gal.  ........... 

Each 

2.00 

Over  50  gal.  to  300  gai.  ......... 

Each 

10.00 

Over  300  gallons  

Each 

15.00 

Section  5.  That  new  Section  21.3  is  added  to  the  License  Code  (Ordinance 
48022)  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  21.3,  Disclaimer  of  City  Liability.-  Issuance  of  any  license  pursuant 
to  this  ordinance  does  not  constitute  the  creation  of  a duty  oy  the  City  to  incern- 
nify  a licensee  for  any  wronatul  acts  against  the  public,  or  to  guars  "tee  the  Quality 
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of  goods,  services,  or  expertise  of  a licensee,  or  to  otherwise  shift  responsibility 

from  the  licensee  to  the  City  for  proper  training,  conduct,  or  equipment  or  self  or 
agents,  even  if  specific  regulations  require  standards  of  training,  conduct,  or 
inspection. 

I 

Section  6.*  That  Section  14  of  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  u<iO 22),  as  last 

amended  by  Ordinance  102636,  is  further  amended  as  follows: 

Section  14.  In  addition  to  other  penalties  provided  by  law,  the  Director  may 
deny,  revoke,  or  suspend  any  license  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  at 
any  time,  where  the  same  was: 

(1)  Procured  by  fraud,  or  false  representation  of  fact,  or  for  the  violation 

i 

of,  or  failure  to  comply  with,  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  by  the  person 
holding  such  license,  or  any  of  his/her  servants,  agents,  or  employees,  while  acting 
within  the  scope  of  their  employment;  or 

(2)  The  conviction  of  the  person  holding  such  a license  of  a felony  or  mis- 
demeanor involving  moral  turpitude  or  an  intent  to  defraud,  or  the  conviction  of 
any  agents  or  employees  of  any  felony,  or  misdemeanor  involving  an  attempt  to 
defraud  committed  while  acting  within  the  scope  of  their  employment;  or 

(3)  If  the  licensee,  any  of  his/her  servants,  or  agents  or  employees,  while 
acting  within  the  scope  of  their  employment,  violate  any  law  or  ordinance  relating 
to  the  sale  or  possession  of  intoxicating  liquor,  the  use,  possession,  or  sale  of 
narcotic  drugs,  discrimination  against  any  person  because  of  religion,  race,  creed, 
color,  national  origin,  sex,  sexual  orientation,  marital  status,  mental  or  sensory 
handicap,  or  age,  or  violate  any  law  or  ordinance  relating  to  public  morality  and 
decency,  or  with  respect  to  the  licenses  specified  in  Section  11  of  this  ordinance 

1 

where  the  business  or  activity  for  which  such  license  was  issued  has  been  conducted  j 
in  a disorderly  or  improper  manner,  or  in  violation  of  any  statute  of  the  State  or 
ordinance  of  the  City,  or  where  the  person  conducting  such  business  or  activity  is 
of  unfit  character  to  conduct  the  same,  or  where  the  purpose  for  which  the  license 
was  issued  is  being  abused  to  the  detriment  of  the  public,  or  where  such  license  is 
being  used  for  a purpose  different  from  that  for  which  it  was  issued.  \’o  license 
shall  be  revoked  or  suspended  except  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  provided  in 
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The  period  of  revocation  shall  be  at  least  one  (1)  year,  and  the  licensee  shall 
not  again  be  licensed  for  the  same  kind  of  business  during  such  period.  The  period 
of  suspension  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Director  at  not  less  than  ten  (10)  nor  more  than 
sixty  (60)  days.  1 

Conviction  of  a violation  of  any- provision  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  prima 
facie  evidence  sufficient  to  warrant  revocation  or  suspension  of  the  license. 

It  is  unlawful  for  any  person  whose  license  has  been  revoked  or  suspended  to 
keep  the  license  issued  to  him  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control,  and  the  same 
shall  immediately  be  surrendered  to  the  Director.  When  revoked,  the  license  shall 
be  cancelled,  and  when  suspended,  the  Director  shall  retain  it  during  the  period  of  i 
suspension. 

Section  7.  That  Section  21  of  Ordinance  43022,  as  last  amended  by  Ordinance  j 
102636,  is  further  amended  as  follows; 

Section  21.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Director  and  agents  under  the  direction  and 
supervision  of  the  Director  to  assist  in  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
license  laws  of  the  City,  including  the  apprehension  and  assistance  in  the 
prosecution  of  violators  of  the  license  laws  of  the  City  and  the  performance  of  such 
other  duties  as  the  Director  may  from  time  to  time  require  to  assist  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  license  laws  of  the  City,  including  the  ap- 
prehension and  assistance  in  the  prosecution  of  violators  of  the  license  laws  of  the 
City.  To  insure  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  the  Director  and 
agents  of  the  Director,  who  are  commissioned  as  non-uniformed  special  police 

officers  may  issue  citation  and  make  arrests  for  violations  of  this  ordinance;  pro-  ! 

i 

vided,  that  before  making  such  arrests,  such  non-uniformed  special  police  officers 

i 

shall  exhibit  and  display  a suitable  badge.  Regular  commissioned  police  officers 
may  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  license  laws  of  the  City,  issue  citations  and  make 
arrests  for  violations  of  this  ordinance. 

The  above-named  persons  shall  be  authorized  to  enter  and  inspect  premises 
where  licensees  are  employeod,  or  business  which  are  licensed  under  this  or  •finance. 
during  the  licensee's  normal  business  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
compliance  with  this  ordinance. 
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(To  be  wed  for  ill  Ordinances  except  Emergency. ) 

4 

\ 

The  Director  is  authorized  to  procure  an  inspectionai  warrant  if  deemed 
necessary. 

Section  8.  That  Section  401  of  the  License  Code  (Ordinance  48022).  as  added 
by  Ordinance  107095,  is  amended  as  follows: 

Section  401.  Definitions.  Except  as  otherwise  specified,  the  following  de- 
finitions apply: 

(1)  "For-Hire  Vehicle"  means  any  pedicab  or  motor  vehicle  which  carries 
passengers  for  a fee,  other  than  a taxicab  as  defined  in  Ordinance  4SQ22.  Section 
501. 

(2)  "Operate"  means  engage  in  the  business  of  operating  a for-hire  vehicle 
by  picking  up  any  passenger  within  the  corporate  limits  of  Seattle,  for  a fee,  and 
includes  owning,  leasing,  or  otherwise  controlling  the  use  of  the  for-hire  vehicle. 

(3)  "Pedicab"  means  a wheeled  device  designed  for  carrying  passengers, 
which  is  moved  by  a person  pedaling,  and  which  is  for  hire. 

Section  9.  Any  act  pursuant  to  the  authority  and  prior  to  the  effective  date 
of  this  ordinance  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 


Section  10.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
approval,  if  approved  by  the  Mayor;  otherwise  it  shall  take  effect  at  the  time  it  shall  become  a law  under  the 
provisions  of  the  city  charter. 


Passed  by  the  City  Council  the 


day  of 


May 


and  sipted  by  m«  in  open  ses.ion  in  authentication  of  its  passage  this  / 

May  .w  71  Yl'\jjL(uur\ 


day  of 


Approved  by  me  this  / 3^  day  of 

y Presid^oi^ 

May/"/  - l 

of 

/ no- 

4 19  / /. , 

Filed  by  me  this  day  of 

May. 

, 19?f. 

(SEAL) 

Published 


Attest: 


City  Comptroller  and  C.'fy  Clerk. 


Deputy  Clerk. 


A-115 


APPENDIX  C:  FORMER  AND  REVISED  CITY  OF  SEATTLE 

ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  PROVISIONS 
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C.  2 New  City  Rules  and  Regulations 
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PREVIOUS  CITY  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS,  ORDINANCE  59866 

RULES  AND  PJigjLATIONS 
Ordinance  Lie.  59866  OLD  RULES 

Effective  June  1,  1965,  the  followim  Itiles  and  Peculations  pertaining  to 
the  Motor  Vehicles  For-IIiro  Ordinance  No.  59866,  as  amended,  Pumixrs  1 to 
7 inclusive,  are  hereby  adopted  and  published  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Section  14 -A  of  the  at eve  ordinance  for  the  information  of 
all  concerned: 


Rule  1. 


Rule  2. 


Rule  3. 


Rule  4 . 
Rule  5. 


Rule  6 . 


Rule  7. 


Obsolete  Vehicle:  A motor  vehicle  shall  be  deemed  as  eitlier  obsolete, 

unsafe  or  unfit  for  use  as  a motor  vehicle  for  hire  under  the  taxicab 
classification  when  it  bcconcs  over  six  (6)  years  in  aoc,  dating  from 
and  including  the  model  year  as  registered.  Provided:  The  Director  of 
Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  may  continue  to  approve  any  vehicle  over 
six  (6)  years  of  age  upon  certification  of  factual  safety  inspection  by 
any  recognized  agency  of  the  manufacturer  of  such  vehicle.  Provided 
Further:  Such  certification  shall  lie  on  forms  approved  by  the  Director 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  and  shall  certify  such  vehicle  has  bee: 
mechanically  inspected  and  meets  all  recognized  State  and  City  safety 
standards  and  is  recommended  to  be  used  for  the  transportation  of  the 
public  for  hire. 

Cab  Identification  _Card : The  identification  card  shall  be  posted  above 

the'  toxuneter  or  adjacent  thereto.  Letters  and  numerals  shall  ;jc  to 
less  than  one  inch  in  height.  The  ''Card"  shall  be  of  a durable  and 
lasting  material. 

Seal  of_  Approval : Approval  by  trie  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer 
.Affairs  snail  be  evidenced  by  his  certificate  which  shall  be  plainly 
posted  on  the  taximeter.  In  addition,  the  face  of  the  meter  shall  have 
affixed  thereto  a lead-wire  security  seal  bearing  the  City  of  Seattle 
approval  impression.  If  such  certificate  of  approval  or  security  seal 
be  defaced,  broken  or  removed  for  any  purpose,  it  shall  be  unlawful  to 
operate  the  taximeter  unless  reinsixeted  and  approved  by  the  Director 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs . 

Taximeters:  Taximeters  shall  be  eguinped  to  record  mechanically  trips, 

units  and  cirtras  accurately.  A meter  that  fails  to  meet  this  ouirement 
as  of  September  1,  1965,  shall  not  Le  approved  for  use. 

Cafe  Condition:  A taxicab  shall  he  deemed  to  to  of  safe  condition  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers,  when  the  follov.dng  minimum  rerruireme.nts 
have  ix:en  complied  with: 

a.  An  efficient  and  operable  windshield  wiper  mechanism; 

b.  An  adequate  braking  system  including  emergency  or  air-ciliary' ; 

c.  A complete  lighting  system,  exterior  and  interior,  and  including 
signalling  devices; 

d.  Rear -view  mirrors; 

e.  Glass  (uindslucid  and  rear)  free  of  breaks,  cracks  or  defects 
sufficient  to  mar  vision; 

f.  Tires  with  minimum  tread  depth  of  2/32  inches  as  determined  by 
gauge  and  free  of  visible  defects. 

Proper  Ecaiii Trent : Proper  equipment  shall  include,  but  not  be  limited 

to,  the  staixiard  equivalent  on  the  vehicle  '■.hen  manufactured,  ha  id 
standard  ecuifcment  sliall  be  replaced  or  repaired  wh.cn  it  becomes  unsightl 
and  not  of  gcod  apjroarance  or  unsafe. 

Trip  fhpc t s : All  taxicab  trip  snoots  originated  shall  have  recorded 

thereon  by  the  driver,  accurate  opening  and  closing  taximeter  readings 
for  each  shift  tiie  vehicle  is  operated. 
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February  28,  1979 

RULE:  R-2-59866 


''6*  .. 


/ 


<V 


i# 


ISSUING  AVAILABLE  TAXICAB  LICENSES 

* ‘ / ‘ * v 

1 .  AUTIORTTY.  This  rule  is  made  pursuant  to  Ordinance  No.  59866  (Motor  Vehicles 
For-Hire)  § 27-a,  which  states  that  taxicab  licensing  actions  are  to  be  governed 
by  the  procedures  established  in  the  License  Code;  Ordinance  No.  48022  § 19.1 
grants  rule-making  authority  to  enforce  the  License  Code  to  the  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs. 


2.  STATEMENT  OF  POLICY.  A s new  Taxicab  Licenses  become  available,  the  Department 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  anticipates  that  the  number  of  applicants  will 
exceed  the  number  of  licenses  to  be  granted.  In  the  event  that  the  Department  must 
choose  among  qualified  applicants,  the  selection  will  be  based  on  principles  designed 
to  allow  a fair  and  equitable  opportunity  for  all  applicants  to  acquire  a Taxicab 
License. 


3.  PENALTY  PERIOD.  No  new  Taxicab  License  shall  be  issued  to  any  person  who  has 
held  an  ownership  interest  in  a Taxicab  License  for  a period  of  one  year  after  it  has 
been  revoked  by  the  Department  because  of  failure  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Ordinance 
No.  59866  S 2(e),  concerning  days  and  miles  of  operation.  After  the  termination  of 
the  one-year  penalty  period,  any  person  may  apply  for  and  be  granted  a new  license 
on  the  same  basis  as  persons  who  have  not  had  a license  revoked. 


4.  New  licenses  will  be  issued  according  to  the  following  procedure: 

(a)  Any  person  who  has  not  had  a license  revoked  within  the  preceding  year 
may  apply  for  a license. 

(b)  Each  person  is  limited  to  applying  for  an  ownership  interest  in.  one  (1) 
license  for  each  round  of  license  issuance.  If  enough  licenses  exist 
for  all  applicants  to  receive  one  (1)  license,  additional  round  or 
rounds  of  license  issuance  will  be  held  to  distribute  remaining  licenses 
to  those  requesting  applications  for  additional  licenses. 

(c)  All  qualified  applicants  will  receive  the  right  to  be  issued  a Taxicab 
License,  except  if  t he  number  of  qualified  applicants  exceeds  the  number 
of  available  licenses,  license  issuance  will  be  determined  by  random 
selection. 

„ (d)  Within  fourteen  (14)  calendar  days  after  the  right  to  be  issued  a license 

is  awarded  to  an  applicant,  the  applicant  must  present  proof  satisfactory 
to  the  Director  that  all  requirements  of  Ordinance  59866  can  be  met, 
including  without  limitation  proper  insurance,  state  certification,  and 
equipment.  Within  four  (4)  additional  weeks,  the  applicant  shall  have 
complied  with  all  requirements  of  Ordinance  59866,  except  for  good  cause 
shewn  the  Director  may  extend  the  time  period. 
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5.  OWNERSHIP  INfEREST.  For  purposes  of  this  rule,  "ownership  Interest"  will 
to  broadly  construed  to  promote  the  policy  of  allowing  fair  and  equal  opportunity 
to  obtain  Taxicab  Licenses  among  prospective  licensees,  and  includes  the  follow^ *^g 
relationships  with  the  named  applicant  or  licensee:  sole  proprietor,  partner, 

stockholder  with  an  interest  of  25%  or  more  in  a corporation,  trustee/beneficiary,  ' 
coventurer,  or  membership  in  any  other  group  of  persons  or  legal  entity  in  which 
the  member  has  a beneficial  interest. 


6.  No  person  shall  apply  for  or  transfer  a license  in  circumvention  of  the  purpose 
of  this  rule.  Application  for  transfer  of  a license  obtained  as  a result  of  a 
lottery  to  an  individual  or  entity  obtaining  an  ownership  interest  in  a license  by 
lottery  shall  be  considered  an  attempt  to  circumvent  this  purpose,  and  shall  be 
denied  by  the  Director;  Provided  that,  if  the  proposed  transferee  obtained  the 
ownership  interest  by  lottery  more  than  a full  license  year  before  the  petition 
to  transfer  ownership,  the  Director  may  approve  the  transfer. 


7.  In  the  event  that  applications  exceed  available  licenses,  no  person  or  entity 
wiio  or  which  has  received  the  right  to  a license  in  a lottery  shall  be  eligible  for 
additional  lotteries  in  any  twelve  (12)  month  period. 


) 
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NEW  CITY  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


Page  1 of  3 
NEW  RULES 


RULES:  ft-500  through  526  - 48022 


TAXICAB  LICENSING  AND  REGULATION 

AUTHORITY.  These  roles  axe  irs.de  pursuant  to  Section  19.1  of  Ordinance  48022, 
which  grants  rule-making  authority  to  enforce  the  License  Cede  to  the  Director 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs. 

rules  and  regulations  promulgated  pursuant  to  Ordinance  59866  and  effective  on 
June  1,  1965  and  February  28,  1979,  and  any  other  rules  and  regulations  promt.- 
gated  pursuant  to  Ordinance  59866  and  pertaining  to  taxicabs  and/or  motor 
vehicles  for  hire  are  null  and  void. 

Rule  505.1  - License  Application: 

Application  for  Taxicab  License  shall  be  made  on  the  Vehicle  Fcr-Hire  Taxicab 
Application  prescribed  by  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs. 

Rule  506. A. 1 - Safe  Condition: 

A taxicab  shall  be  damned  to  be  in  safe  condition  for  the  transoortaticr.  of 
passengers  when  the  following  minimum  requirements  have  been  complied  with: 

(a)  An  efficient  and  operable  windshield  wiper  system. 

(b)  An  adequate  braking  system,  including  emergency  or  auxiliary. 

(c)  A corplete  lighting  system,  including  signalling  devices. 

(d)  Rear -view  mirrors. 

(e)  Glass,  free  of  breaks,  cracks  or  defects  sufficient  to  inhibit  vision. 

(f)  Tires,  minimum  State  required  tread  depth,  2/32  inch. 

(g)  Exhaust  system  integrity. 

(h)  Spare  tire  and  jack  in  serviceable  condition. 

(i)  Structural  integrity  of  'body  members. 

(j)  Brake  and  clutch  foot  pads,  no  exposed  metal  parts. 

(k)  Speedometer  in  working  order. 

(l)  An  adequate  steering  and  suspension  system. 

Rule  506  .A.  2 

Seat  belts  will  be  required  equipment  in  the  front  and  rear  seats  of  all  vehicles 
licensed  under  this  ordinance  and  will  be  in  sufficient  number  to  accomrobate  the 
number  of  passengers  carried.  They  will  be  installed  and  maintained  in  accordance 
with  the  standards  established  by  the  National  Traffic  and  .Motor  Vehicle  Safety' 

Act  of  1965. 

Rule  506  .A.  3 

Vehicles  that  have  mechanical , structural  or  safety  defects,  at  the  time  of 
inspection,  may  be  required  to  submit  to  a safety  check  from  any  recognized  agency 
of  the  manufacturer  of  such  vehicle-  or  ocher  established  mechanic  who  retains  no 
financial  interest  in  the  taxicab  company.  This  report  shall  be  or.  forms  approved 
by  the  Director. 
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Rule  506. B. I - Seal  of  Approval : 
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As  a certification  of  approval,  the  taximeter  shall  have  affixed  thereto  a 
lead-wire  security  seal(s)  bearing  the  City  of  Seattle  approval  impression. 

If  such  security  seal (s)  1 are  defaced,  broken  or  removed  for  any  purpose,  it 
is  unlawful  to  operate  the  taximeter  unless  reinspected  and  approved  by  the 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs. 

Rule  507.1  - Uninsured  Motorist  Insurance: 

Each  applicant  for  a Taxicab  License  shall  submit  with  the  application  a 
Certificate  of  Insurance  shewing  Uninsured  Motorist  Coverage  issued  by  an 
insurance  company  under  RCW  46. 7C  to  engage  in  business  in  the  State  of 
Washington. 

Rule  510.1  - Rate  Filing  Form: 

Rates  shall  be  filed  pursuant  to  the  form  provided  by  the  Director  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs. 

Rule  510.2 

The  affiliation  representative  authorized  to  file  rates  for  a group  of  affiliated 
taxicabs  shall  mean  the  President  of  the  service  company,  as  registered  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Olympia , or  a representative  who  presents  similar  proof  or 
evidence  to  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  that  he/she  may  speak 
for  and/or  represent  a group  of  affiliated  taxicabs. 

Rule  513.1  - Cab  Identification  Card: 

A Cab  Identification  Card  is  a sign  in  public  view  bearing  the  taxicab  name  and 
nunber.  The  Identification  Card  shall  be  posted  above  the  taximeter  or  adjacent 
thereto.  Letters  and  numerals  shall  be  no  less  than  one  (1)  inch  in  height. 

The  "Card"  shall  be  of  a durable  material. 

Rule  513.2 

Each  taxicab  shall  have  the  -ate  of  fare  or  fares  that  are  in  effect  and  on  file 
with  the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs  conspicuously  posted  cn  the 
right  rear  window  of  the  vehicle  as  close  to  the  center  post  as  possible.  The 
taximeter  shall  indicate,  by  the  use  of  a numbering  system,  the  particular  fare 
being  computed.  The  numbers  shall  agree  with  the  number  for  the  fare  that  is 
required  to  be  posted  on  the  rate  card. 

Rule  513.3  - Extras : 

Where  there  is  a charge  fer  an  additional  passenger  or  passengers,  the  taximeter 
shall  be  required  to  accurately  register  "extras".  If  no  charge  is  trade  for  an 
additional  passenger  or  passengers,  the  mechanism  must  be  rendered  inoperable  or 
the  indications  shall  be  obsured  by  seme  means. 


A- 121 


Rule  513.4  - Pate  Card: 


Appendix  C.2,  cont . Page  3 of  3 


Pates  shall  be  posted  on  a standardized  rate  card  as  prescribed  by  the  Director 
of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs. 

Rate  card  specifications  are  as  follows: 

1.  • Minimum  rate  card  size:  two  (2)  inches  (W)  x five  (5)  inches  (L)  ; 

2.  Maximum  rate  card  size:  six  (6)  inches  (W)  x five  (5)  Inches  (L)  ; 

3.  Print  color  and  type:  Black  Future  Demi  Bold; 

4.  Minimut  type  size:  10/12  Pt.  Futura  Darai  Bold; 

5.  Card  exposition:  two  (2)  milimetar  white  plastic; 

6.  Card  backing:  adhesive  high  tack  back,. 

Rates  shall  be  posted  .in  a standard  form  of  order  and  spacing  as  set  forth  below 
the  Director  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs.  If  no  additional  rates  are  charge 
space  need  not  be  provided  beyond  the  minimum  rate  card  size  (2"  x 5")  . 


*3" 


"Notice  to  Passengers",  as  provided  for  in  Section  522,  must  conform  to  the  above 
specifications  of  print  color  and  type,  minimum  type  size,  corrposition,  and 
backing.  This  notice  must  be  posted  contiguous  to  rate  card. 
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APPENDIX  D:  CITY  OF  SEATTLE  REGULATORY  FORMS 


D.  1 

Procedure  for  Obtaining  a 

New 

Taxicab  License 

D.  2 

License  Application 

D.  3 

Rate  Filing  Form 

D.  4 

Facsimile  License  Forms 

D.  5 

Weights  and  Measures  Division 

Inspection  Forms 

D.  6 

For-Hire  Driver's  License 

Application 
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Your 
Seattle 

Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 

Regina  L.  Glenn,  Director  625""2606 

Charles  Royer,  Mayor 

Appendix  D.l  Page  1 of  2 

PROCEDURE  FOR  OBTAINING  A NEW  TAXICAB  LICENSE 


1.  Establish  Color  and  Trade  Name 

- Distinguishing  color  schene  or  other  identifying  markings  different  from 
other  taxicabs,, 

* Department  of  Licenses  and  Consider  Affairs  approval  required. 

2.  Certificate  of  City  Official  (State  of  Ifeshington  Form  #MDTVCC>450) 

- Obtain  signed  form  from  the  Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs, 

- Form  is  necessary  for  State  licensing, 

3.  Obtain  Insurance,  As  Required  By  R.C.W.  46.72 

- 100,000/300,000/25,000  liability  limits. 

- Uninsured  Motorist  15,000/30,000  required  by  City. 

- Named  insured  must  be  the  licensed  application  (see  Caution  below) . 

4.  Obtain  State  For-Hire  Certificate  in  Olympia 

- $5.00  fee 

- Proof  of  insurance,  (3)  above,  and  Certificate  of  City  Official,  (2)  above, 
must  accompany  your  application. 

5.  Obtain  For-Hire  Vehicle  License  Plate  (R  Plate) 

-■  Issued  by  a Stats  vehicle  licensing  office. 

6.  Obtain  a City  T&xicab  License 
Application  requires; 

- $60.00  fee.  Expires  August  31st. 

$30.00  ome-half  year  fee  after  March  1st. 

- Copy  of  State  For-Hire  Certificate. 

- Copy  of  vehicle  Registrati.on. 

- File  rates  (form  provided  by  City) . 

- Tto  (2)  sets  of  color  chips,  approximately  2 69  square  for  each  color  used 
on  vehicle  color  scheme. 


(Continued  on  Reverse) 

An  equal  employment  opportunity  - affirmative  action  employer 
City  of  Seattle-Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs.  102  Seattle  Municipal  Building,  Seattle  Washington  98104 

A-124 


Appendix  D.l,  cont. 


Page  2 of  2 


PROCEDURE  FOR  OBTAINING  A NEW  TAXICAB  LICENSE 


7.  Meter  Tested  and  Sealed 

- Make  appointment  (625-2717) . 

- Meter  will  be  approved  if  test  agrees  with  filed  rate. 

- Lead  seal  and  paper  seal. 


CAUTION:  An  error  that  is  frequently  made  and  will  cause  you  to  duplicate  your 

efforts  starts  with  the  legal  name  being  incorrect  an  your  Insurance 
Policy,  e.g.  Joe  Jones  (legal  name) 

Lightning  Taxi  #10  (trade  name) 

The  name  insured  is  Joe  Jones  - not  ''Lightning  Taxi" 


If  you  have  any  questions,  call: 


City  of  Seattle 

King  County 

State  of  Washington  - 


625-2606 

344-2504 

1-753-9625  (Olympia) 
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nr.imcr.«»  ihom  i.rt: as.  size  paper 


Appendix  D.2  LICENSE  APPLICATION 

Year 
Seattle 

Department  of  Licenses  Sc  Gossamer  Affairs 

103  MumcioaJ  awujusg  - wa  wi 04  625-2606 

VEHICLE  FOR-HIRE  - TAXICAB 
EXPIRING  AUGUST  31,  19 


1.  Name:  - 

Check  One:  ( individual  ( partnership  ( )Corporat1on 

Z.  Taxicab  Name  and  Vehicle  Number(s): 


3.  Business  Address:  Bus.  Phone:  ■ 

4.  List  True  Name(s),  Individual  Owner  or  Partners  or  Corporate  Officers. 

Name  Title  Res.  Address  Res.  Phone 


5.  If  a Corporation,  List  Shareholder  Information  as  Follows: 

Name  Res.  Address  Res.  Phone  1 of  Shares 


6.  Applicant  Has  the  Following  Outstanding  and/or  Unpaid  Accident  Judgments  Pending: 

Name  of  Persons  Oate  of  Court  and  Amount  of 

Awarded  Judgment  Judgment  Case  No.  Judgment 


7.  Is  a CoDy  of  State  For-Hire  Certificate  Attached? 

(Must  be  the  Same  as  Line  1 Above.) 

8.  Is  a Copy  of  State  Motor  Vehicle  Registration  Attached? 

9.  Has  Proof  of  Uninsured  Motorist  Insurance  Been  Filed? 
(Insured  Must  be  the  Same  as  Line  1 Above.) 

10.  Are  Rates  on  File  With  This  Offi ce? 

Affiliation  Representative  is : 

11.  Has  vehicle  color  scheme  been  approved?  Yes  ( ) No  ( ) 
If  no,  attach  color  scheme  application. 


I have  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter  stated  in  the  foregoing  application  and  the 
statements  containri  therein  are  true. 


"Signature 


Subscribed  to  before  me  this  _______  day  of  19 

(To  be  witnessed  by  Director  or  Notary  PublTcT”” 

Director,  Dept,  of  Licenses 
and  Consumer  Affairs 


By. 


or 
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Notary  Public  In  and  For  tne 
State  of  Washington 


Your 

Seattle 


Appendix  D.3 


Page  1 of  2 

Department  of  Licenses  & Consumer  Affairs 


102  Municipal  Building  — Saattla,  WA  Ml  04 


625-2606 


Regina  L Glenn.  Director 
Charles  Royer  Mayor 


TAXICAB  RATE  FILING  FORM 


Taxicab  Trade  Name 


Department  Use  Only 

Date  Received 

By 

or  New  License  ( ) 
Amended  Rate  ( ) 


Amended  Rates  May  Be  Filed  ONLY  During  the  Months  of  February,  May,  Aucrust  and  November. 


Basic 

Rate  #1  Rate  #2  Rate  #3 


Drop  Charge : $ 

$ 

$ 

Mileage  Charge:  C per  / Mile 

C per  / Mile 

C per  / Mile 

(Fraction  of  Mile) 

Waiting  Time:  t per 

C per 

C per 

(Minutes  or  Seconds) 

Extra  Passengers:  C per  Extra 

C per  Extra 

d per  Extra 

After  One 

Describe  Rates  #1  Basic  - Used  When  #2  or  #3  to  Note  Apply. 


Senior  Citizens,  Night,  #2 
Pick-Up  Outside  City, 

It c. 

Be  Specific  #3 


Other  Rates  (Must  be  Metered) 


Instructions:  (See  sample  on  Reverse  Side) 

Ihe  effective  date  of  a rate  change  must  be  a minimum  of  fifteen  (15)  days  after  filing. 
Taxicab  meters  must  be  set  and  sealed  to  reflect  each  rate  filed.  Call  625-2717,  Weights 
and  Measures  Test  Station  for  appointment.  Taxicab  rate  filina  is  reculated  by  Sections 
510,  511,  and  512  of  Ordinance  48022. 


Signature  of  Owner,  or  Affiliation  Representative  Date 

As  Defined  By  Taxicab  Licensing  Rule  #510.2 


DLCA-LIC-DS-12/79-011 
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Basic 
Rate  #1 

\ Rate  #2 

/■  Rate  #3 

% /,oo 

l ?.V>o  ' / 

^ .So 

£lO  C per  ^ /§  Mile 

u,0  C \per  1 / C Mile 

! S$  per  l /S’  Mile 

A©  C per  N 

/ \ / - 
Jo  d pbt 

\ ./ 

• 

$0  C per  thltouTc, 

dpeV  ExtraV 

\C©  C per  E^ura 
\ / 

2S  $ per  Extra 

Drop  Charge: 

Mileage  Charge: 

(Fraction  of  Mile) 

Waiting  Tijrse: 

{Minutes  or  Seconds) 

Extra  passengers: 

After /One 

Describe  Rates  \ \ #1  Basic  - Used  When  #2  atf^#3  Do  Note  Apply. 

\ / 

Senior  Citizens,  Ni^it,  #2  fU} Q i filiT  "Jlz  £*  AW,  QtJ  l y 

Pick-Up  Outside  City 
Etc. 


¥ 

Z. 


Be  Specific 


n - Ove.iL  ££  V£a/LS  of  A<%£ 


/ 


/' 


Other  Rates  (Must  be  Metered) 
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FACSIMILE  LICENSE  FORMS 


DBA/NO 

YEAR/MAKE 

VEHICLE  1 D H 

STATE  LICENSE 

CITY  LICENSE 

TAB 

BY 

DATE 

APPLICATION  FOR 


17726 


|— . r r:i  X 1 f"  i'-'i  I.'1.  I I i « »,*; . 1: 

New  LJ  !■  XP.I.  E E 0 , ■ I..I Ci  „ • I ••  1900 

Renewal  I I 

Chg.  of  Owner  ED 

Validation 

Remarks: 


□ MAIL 

□ COUNTER 


By. 


Deputy 


fSk  The  City  of  Seattle  17  726 

Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 

D»te 

1 AV  1 CAB  Ml  l:  MSI 
EXP TEE 9 All l.i ..  3:1.  y Ji?80 

Issued 

* 

By 

L200 

MUST  BE  POSTED  CONSPICUOUS^:  (>  j NA  | (>}|..|;"NN  y JURE 

Deputy 

CTOI 
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Appendix  D.5 

1645 

Weights  and  Measures 
Inspection  Statement 
583”  8060  S35-27*3 

NAME 


Your 


WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES  DIVISION  INSPECTION  FORMS  Page  1 of  2 


_ttle  . 

Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 


.19 


D.a.A BUSINESS  

ADDRESS - - — ___ : , - 

Ths  following  described  Scales,  Weighs®  aad  Measures  have  been  ifssp®csed  for  you  today.  Deputy 


. TEM 

WAKE 

STYLE 

SERIAL  NO, 

CAPACITY 

WEIGHTS 

W 

REMARKS 

g 

• 

- _ 

Those  devices  marked  CORRECT  are  approved  fee  aae,  the#*  marked  REJECTED  must  be  repaired  wsthis  10  days,  those  marked  CONDEMNED  must  ao 
CS  $7.37  used  until  corrected  aad  approval  of  the  DEPARTMENT  obtaiastd  i®  accordance  with  Sects©®  16,  ot  Ordiaaace  No,  98810.  (Ovt 


METER  INSPECTION  FORM.-  Front  (above)  and  back  (below). 


SJTHACTS  ROM  ORDINANCE  NO.  <£®i2D 

S#ct,on  16.  DUTY  OF  OWNERS  OF  INCORRECT  APPARATUS.  Weights  and  Measures  that  hnva  been  rejected 
uns®f  the  authority  of  the  City  Sealer  or  a Deputy  City  $«ai@r  shall  terrain  subject  to  the  control  of  -he  re- 
jecting authority  until  such  time  as  suitable  repair  or  disposition  th#mof  has  been  made  as  required  bv  thie 
J*®  of  such  r®l®et»d  w@tgms  and  measures  shall  cams®  the  same  to  be  rad©  correct  withi., 

10  day*  or  such  longer  period  as  may  be  authorised  by  die  rejecting  authority;  or  in  h®u  theronf  ma  a 
of  the  »«.  but  only  in  such  rrannar  as  ,«  specifically  authS. 2^  the  ral«ti« auth^'  £ tf 
and  Measures  that  have  been  rejected  shall  not  again  be  used  corarmreislly  until  thsy^hav*  bssn’offie'Jn* 
i^um^ya0d  f0Un(i  ” **  COn,eet  ^ Unt,‘  ***ci,ic  wnn®°  P*""'**'0"  tor  **xh  us®  ,3  issu<sd  * th« r»f«4t- 
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-> 


u. ' * : ' ' 

Stan  L 

MILEAGE 

Sri  "V2V  UCf*7i  f 

Tina 

Kos-iur?  l/w’ 

Caad  / (Sam  ' Wlpan  / 

In* 

Miw«  / 

Car 

\ 

\ . 

Mif  ^ 

lute  ^ 

- 

ML  Omr 

n*,t*uu 

PM  Mm> 

Stmm/S*an  / 

_ : 

**  ( . . - 

Smbmia  / 

; • v 1 . 

CA*V  -‘  • - - 

Jmak  /.t 

— . .•  ... 

TAXICAB  VEHICLE/SAFETY  INSPECTION  CARD  - Front  (above)  and  back  (below) 
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FOR-HIRE  DRIVER'S  LICENSE  APPLICATION 

Vbur 
Seattle 

Depart jtotk  of  licenses  Md  Gxwjmer  .Affairs 

'G2  Soati't  %4un*c-o«f  duiuairvg.  5®«<n«  w«wimgton  viiO-i 


Application  for  f®.  S_Uwi:».i  To  Expire  

1.  Same  w /ull  

2.  Residence  address Telephone  So 

3.  Length  ol  residence  in  Washington  State 1 

4.  List  :ae  cuyisi  ana  stums ) you  have  resided  in  erring  the  past  ten  , 10)  years,  it  other  than  stated  aoove 


5.  Date  of  Birth  Place  of  Sirta  Social  Security  So.  

o’.  Description:  Height Weight flaur Syns  

T.  Have  you  been  convicted  wuhiirihe  past  ten  <10>  years  of: 

(a)  Any  felony?  Kes  ~T  Sir 

ibi  Any  law  or  ordinance  relating  to  the  use.  sale  or  possession  ol  narcotics  and/or  dangerous  drugs?  ~ ^es  

i cl  Any  law  or  ordinance  relating  to  morals,  or  intent  to  defraud?  ^ Yes  ~ -V o 

If  the  answer  to  questions  7(a),  7(b)  or  7(c)  above  is  YES.  state  particulars,  including  the  date<s>.  placets'!, 
offensetsi  and  disposition i si  - - 


i use  space  on  reverse  side  if  needed) 
S.  Employers  Suae  and  Address  


0.  | ror  Hire  Driver  License  Applicants  Oi\LY  - complete  at  and  :o>  oeiotv 

! fai  Washington  Stale  Drivers  License  So Expires 


■hi  List  ALL  citations  or  arrest  for  moving  traffic  violations  during  the  past  five  . .J* 
DATE  PLACE  VICLATIOS 

years. 

DISPOSITiOS 

' L 

1 1 ; 

i i ■ 

! ; ! 

! i i 

(use  space  on  reverse  tide  if  neecedi 

1 

VOTE:  Any  statement  made  above  or  on  tne  reverse  tide  „ereof  that  is  found  to  be  knowingly  false  will  result  in  denial  of 
the  license. 


STATE  OF  WASH  ISC  TOS, 
COUSTY  OF  HI  SO  1 ss. 
CITY  OF  SEATTLE  ' 


being  first  duly  swon  upon  oath,  deposes  and  says:  I am 

tne  above  named  applicant,  and  make  ^his  affidavit  tor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  City  of  Seattle  a 

fQ&  TREL\i'i;T3  Ur-lyt...  in  accordance  with  provisions  ol  Ordinance  So.  Q 0 2 2 

I have  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter  stated  in  this  application  and  the  statements  contained  therein  are  true. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this day  of. 

AUDREY  L.  OLSON.  Director 

Department  of  Licenses  and  Consumer  Affairs 

8v  . Deputy 


Signature  of  Applicant 
. 197 


Votarv  Public 


SPACE  BELOW  FOR  DEPARTMEST  USE  ONLY 


approval  received 

Civil  Service  Department 
Healtn  Department 
Police  Department 


Fee  Dace  Paid  

License  So Bond  So. 

Date  Issued By  


A-I32 


*0»M  NO.  **423 

:s  47  4 1 


APPENDIX  E: 


KING  COUNTY  CODE  PROVISIONS  BEFORE  AND 
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Introduced  by  Paul  Barden 
?ro„  ^ed  No.  79-558 


ORDINANCE  NO. 


4233, 


CE1VED 

IG  COUriTY 
licenses 


2 t » 


AN  ORDINANCE 
and  Drivers; 
charged  for 
impl@m©n  c ing 
schedule  of 
amending  Ord 
10,  29,  and 
6.64.050,  6 
6.64.300;  re 
and  KCC  6.64 
provide  for 
agencies  to 
County . 


relating  to  Tax is--Businesses 
amending  procedures  and  fees 
applying  for  various  licenses 
a new  policy  by  which  the 
rates  and  charges  shall  be  set; 
inanee  1120,  Sections  1,  2,  5,  6, 
30  and  KCC  6.64.010,  6.64.020, 
64.060,  6.64.100,  6.64.290  and 
pealing  Ordinance  1120,  Section  3 
.030;  adding  a new  section  to 
other  jurisdictions  or  public 
contract  for  services  with  King 


BE  IT  ORDAINED  BY  THE  COUNCIL  OF  KING  COUNTY: 

SECTION  1.  Ordinance  1120,  Section  1 and  KCC  6.64.010  are 
hereby  amended  as  fellows: 

Definitions.  For  purposes  of  this  chapter  ana  unless 
the  context  plainly  requires  otherwise,  ihu  foL lowing  definitions 
apply: 


-»4-*s-4h4-  y — >**«•<?  ke^-iaed 

*»ep*eee»%eeive«-r ) ) ’'Affiliated  taxicab"  means  a taxicao 
associated  with  a group  of  taxicabs  having  multiple  owners  and 
operating  under  the  same  color  or  other  identification  scheme, 
all  of  which  must  operate  under  an  identical  schedule  of  rates 
and  charges. 

(b)  ( ( “Sft+e#ee«!©ft-*-'e444ee-r--me»»s-*h®-4-tf>ee fee# — an 4 

h4a-444y-aueh®4e8e4-i eepff>®seisi«(&»4v©ST-«e”44e-44pe«%®*-®4->4tee-«4ftg 
6®®ii4y-Py0*4e-Sft#®4y-0epai>4i»«»«-a®4-hi8-4«iy-aa4h®*4«e4 
Fep*ee©B«a44vea-»> ) ) ’’Affiliation  reoresentat  lve”  means  the 
the  individual  or  organization  who  has  the  authority  to  file 
rates  for  a group  of  affiliated  taxicabs. 

( e ) ( ( uFe*-h4*®-4#iv©4^-meftH8-any-£«¥een" — 4«-«ha#ge 

a4-e#-4  ©•»*»•«  ®«f--tea^e-v€44«i®-'e&#9ya»g-paseis3»gers 

®»-4aggage~i l®'P“44e«T-a®”«e«,e4»a44ei'-4«s««4e9~4e44»e4-f'-4-?9v44e4T 
heweve?T-4ha«-4he-p4©v4e4efta-e4-®h4e-44ap4e?-shai4-«e4-app4y-4© 
4#4¥®*s-®4-m®4®i»-’V®h4e4es-«p®*a«e4-4y-a»y-ia«ft4«4pft-l-®*-p*4va4«4y 
9wee4<r— *4ee«se4-4*aftsi«~s?e$em-r ) ) ''Director  of  the  King  Countv 


A- 134 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

S 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2fr 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 


Appendix  E,  cont . 

4/5/79 


Page  2 of  12  423 


Public  Safety  Department"  moans  the  director  and  any  of  his  duly 
authorized  renresen tat ives . 

(d)  ( ( eh* a 

-a4g  h®se©4ftg-®a*-©*,-ehaiP*e*-e«e--Hav-*fi  g~a-e®a*4ng-«aaeae44y-®4 
seves~p®aa@agef  s-a?-ffle^eT-aa-pe?~ffiaMu-f  tte%  u*'e?-ia-'t'a-e±ftgT-yB«4--l«» 
$he-4*a»sp®#%ft*4®R-®4“P8>a&eRge?a-4«®-h4f>«T-<*84-n©'*-®p®«,a-»«4 
9Me4tts4v«i5P-®v®*-ft“44?*®4-a»4-4a4ift4©e-i!,ett%©-f'-p?«v±4e4T-h®*eve*T 
%ha4—fch4a-4®44n4*4®®-4«ett-n««— ■ ifle4tt4«-&-m«®®*'-veh±e-te-w4ert-ft 
3ea44«K-<snp«ei®¥T-,’-4eei«44ng-«t'se<“4r-tv.-*'T-n®*~®Meee4iHg-44#'feee« 
p«*  •psane-wfc*  e«  “•©!>©  sa-eea-fca- -a  $»a»©p©*« -pas  sen  &e-¥>9~«e*wfcf*?«-%hdi¥ 
p£ftee9-a4-»tea4eT”®#-'&e«,n-fcR-i-«eftip-«««ite-94tteeFiT-aft4--the4p-9:Ti*«ea-«+ 
®»p*©ym©«©T-4n-A-®i«s{±©-r-4tt*  + y-**»«aH«l-t't*4p-wk©*<--%h*?-4't‘-t  ¥<-*-*3 
fti«©-an-*ne-way-*a-ap-i f®fa-rt*a/kep-p4»«a-e4-effiS'iaymen*T ) ) 

"Enforcement  officer"  means  the  director  and  h;s  duly  authorized 
reproson  tat,  i vcs  or  the  direct  a-  oi'  the  K'inu  Oonmv  Public  Safety 
Department  and  his  duly  •authorized  rt/nrosmiutivea. 

( 9 ) ( ( -eft«*e»te--ra©an®-e¥«py-st®*ep-¥ePaa4e-«H¥4H(j-a 

sea+ing— eapa©4*v-®4-®4H-!9&e®®B*gey©~«#-4es®-aa-p®**-*ft«u4ft©>8Uf!e®±9 
pa«ingT-«8e4-4©p— %he-4p«n«p«p®a*ian-«-f-p«»eenirePs— jr®p-in*peT-*n4 
R9$-«eepa%e4~'®w«p-t*->+iMe4-aft4-4©4-iR'i4r©-p®w4©'»  ) ) ’’For-hire 
driver"  means  any  person  in  charge  of  or  drivinu  a taxicab  or 
for-hire  vehicle  carrying  passengers  or  baggage  Cor  hire,  as 
hereinafter  further  defined;  provided,  however,  that  the 
provisions  of  this  chapter  shall  not  apply  to  drivers  of  motor 
vehicles  operated  by  any  municipal  or  privately  owned,  licensed 
transit  system. 

( f ) ( C U¥aH4m®*e*-u-A®aR©-ftfty-4fia**um©««-#*-4®v4«e-4y 

wh4«h-*lt«-«h&*fe~<e*-h4?»-«<-ft-pAaaenge*-«arfy4ftf-v«h4«4«-4e 
n«ehaft4ea44y-Aeaeu*e«!.~**>-eft4«u4ft«e4-<»4«fte#-4e«’-4he-44e«anee 
4*ave4e4-4y-sueh-veh4Q4e-e#-4®®-wa4e4ng-e4AeT-ee-4e©-4e%hT-«e4 
up®i»-wh4«h-sueh-eaiett4a*®4-«4ft-Fg®s— 6ha44-k®-4i»4i«a®e4-l9y-*eaaa-«4 
44gu?es-r))  "For-hire  vehicle,"  'vherever  used  in  this  chapter, 
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.71  r* an ts  and  includes'  every  rooLor  vehicle  other  than  a "sigluseving  ^ 
car  cr  charter  bus"  having  a beating  capacity  of  seven  passengers  j 

i 

or  more,  as  car  manufacturer 1 a racing,  used  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers  for  hire,  and  not  operated 
exclusively  over  a fixed  and  definite  route;  provided,  however 
that  this  definition  does  not  include  a motor  vehicle  with  a 
seating  capacity,  including  the  dr  Ivor,  not  exceeding  fiiteen 
persons  which  operates  io  transport  passengers  between  their 
places  of  abode,  or  termini  near  such  places,  and  their  places 
of  employment,  in  a single,  daily  round  trip  where  the  driver  is 
also  on  the  •vay  to  or  from  his/her  place  of  employment. 

ve«*e4a-ay-<a®-tesp®H-wk4©h-aHy**p«*»  s<3«~m«y-k«— +•*■«»♦»  p«f 

ssa  4 T-kif?hwtiy-©?-«4 +«-¥  + - p*»ev-ie©4-r--&ha« 

eek*e4ea-a®e4-®J«©+«e4¥e4y-«pefl-tf4ft44®Hapy-PH-fc4-4Paa(<3-®p 

feke-MHe*— *>•*♦*■»  *•— ♦,-ka¥«+-r**' 

me®ei-ke-pepa-eei%ve¥-ift<-4he*p-ga©343-j.®-«H4”+p®i»-ke4e4e-«p-Me4e4H 
<p®e-e4-®kttPfe-ep-pew«p4-eH4-eee«i-®#«e4ea4¥eiy-4®p-«ka4-p«ppeee 
ea iy¥~,^he'ii— ®e4-e@fse“e»4ep— 4ke—ppe¥‘ta*®«?i“©4'-4kia— «k«p¥e'P-r ) ) 
'‘Licensee"  shall  mean  all  applicants,  including  affiliation 
representative,  required  to  license  taxicabs  or  for-hlre  vehicles 
under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter. 

®p«.v®k*®4a-4©#”-kiP®-y-«i9a«s-4he-p-i«k«p-afi€l-4pttR6pe®4H44©H-e*—  any 
#as*@-pay4»§-p®@«9s*ge®--#$'©fn-a-p«-i»:&-w44h-in-4ke=ge©§yapk4ea4 

©©s%4ifteg-»e4-‘yfi‘4ne®9p®*&4e4-Kiftg~£©«ft4y-T-whe4h«*-9.|>-«e5-4he 

veh4e4a-4a-44apa4ahe4-4i»em-a-«a?«4aate-a*aa4i-«?-«444ee-w4h«4n-afty 

©•®ko*'-ffi54»40'ipa*-O92!pe?8>4ie»T-as4~wke4k©®-«#-fle*-44e-«44iB»a«9 

4««44n»«4®8%-©©-^»«4e*“e4-4pav®4-i8-w4*li4n-4k@-e©B4inee-e4 

ttfi4»e®®p®®a4«4-K4ftg-€««n45»-t-p©®w44e4¥-4k«-t»-ne4k4H|C-4«—iik4a 

eh&p®ep-8haii-be-eene4pae4-©«-ftpe4y-4«-8aj«4«iiB«-e8-4«*-.Mi*9 

vehi«ie9-4-iee»se4-ky-afty-«4fc«#-«ttn4«4pa-i-ae*pe*ft©4an-afl4 

«»%ftape©44ng-pasae«ge©e-4p®m-a-p®4»%-w4®k4n— »ke-44eena4ng 
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smnieipeiiey—' ee-a-eestinatsisn-etatatee— 1 thesee-ST'-whether-ee-eet-the 
eaeimaae— siea  tana-teen— a*— reeee-* eeave-iesi— ta-wftfltn- nfltfl«9*p«f#t9a 
rt*ng-€eenty t)  ) "Taxicab"  means  every  motor  vehicle  used  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers  for  hire,  where  the  route  traveled 
or  destination  is  controlled  bv  a customer  and  the  fare  is  baaed 
on  an  amount  recorded  and  indicated  on  a taximeter. 

(i)  "Taximeter"  means  any  Instrument  or  device  by  which  the 
charge  for  hire  of  a passenger-carrying  vehicle  ia  measured  or 
calculated  either  for  the  distance  traveled  by  such  vehicle  or 
for  waiting  tine,  or  for  both,  and  upon  which  such  calculated 
charges  shall  be  indicated  by  means  of  figures. 

(1)  "Motor  vehicle"  means  every  salf-nrcuelled  vehicle  bv 
or  upon  which  any  person  may  be  trunuport.i-d  or  gn  u'd  ',t;un  a 
public  street,  highway  or  alley?  provided,  that  vehicles  used 
exclusively  upon  stationary  rail  trac/.3  or  propelled  by  the  use 
of  overhead  electric  wires,  or  for  hotel  or  motel  keepers  con- 
veying their  guests  to  and  from  hotels  oc  motels  free  of  charae 
or  reward  and  used  exclusively  for  that,  purpose  only,  shall  not 
come  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter. 

OQ  "Engage  in  the  business  of  operating  any  taxicab  or 
vehicle  for  hire”  means  the  pickup  ar.d  transportation  of  any 
fare-paying  passenger  from  a point  within  the  geographical 
confines  of  unincorporated  King  County,  whether  or  not  the 
vehicle  is  dispatched  from  a taxicab  stand  or  office  within  any 
other  municipal  corporation,  and  whether  or  not  the  ultimate 
destination  or  route  of  travel  is  within  the  confines  of 
unincorporated  King  County;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this 
chapter  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  taxicabs  or  for-hlre 
vehicles  licensed  bv  anv  other  municipal  corporation  and 
transporting  passengers  from  a point  within  the  licensing 
municipality  to  a destination  outside  thereof,  whether  or  not 
the  ultimata  destination  or  route  traveled  is  within  unincor- 
porated King  County. 
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SLCTIQM  2.  Ordinance  No.  1120,  Sec  Lion  2 and  KCC  6.G4.Q20 
are  hereby  amended  as  Col  Iowa.: 

Lic«nse--App licac ions . If  is  unlawiul  co  own,  operate, 
or  engage  in  the  business  of  operating  a taxicab  or  for-hire  car 
in  eh©  un incorporated  areas  of  Kin^  County  without  first  having 
obtained,  for  each  and  every  vehicle  so  used,  a license  from  the 
director,  to  be  known  as  a for-hire  or  taxicab  License.  Licenses 
shall  be  obtained  in  the  following  manner  and  under  the  following 
conditions: 

U)  The  applicant  lor  ®uen  license,  in  a manner 
approved  by  the  director  shall  show  m hi®  application:  the  true 

name  and  address  of  the  applicant,  and  U a corporation,  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  principal  officers  and  shareholders 
thereof,  the  classification  under  which  the  vehicle  will  be 
operated,  whether  as  taxicab  or  other  vehicle  lor  hire;  the  year 
for  which  che  license  is  sought;  ana  shall  furnish  full,  crue  and 
accurate  information  concerning  the  ownership,  identification, 
company  vehicle  number,  the  name  of  the  business,  fictitious  or 
otherwise  under  which  the  vehicle  is  to  be  operated,  the 
distinguishing  color  scheme,  design  or  dress,  including  any 
monogram  or  insignia  to  be  used  on  such  vehicle  or  vehicles, 

( ( $h®*>*«*te®»«®4-<sUy9-*e4~*»he-»i4e«ge-4®*-e«e*!-4Ky-e+-®pe*ft*4ea 
4ef»-ei»y-e-s*»a44-v#«4©4e6-®p«s»a8©4-®y-*H®-iipp4-ietiit-&-eK4ei*-efty 
4ieeRee-4se«ed"«iule'S,-«he-?*©v49i©«s-©-f-«hi9“ehap*e*-©*-ft«y-p*-i©* 
e?4iRftRee-e4“K4«g”€eei»8y-#®gHia«i»g— saMieabe-eed-^e'S-hise 
veh*e4ee-4©'i»“«h©-ye&#-£-s'ee@€liiss-'§he-year4y“eef4ee-9B99-i4i«4~ 4« 
*h«-app44«ae4®eT ) ) whether  he  has  been  convicted  of  any  violation 
within  ten  years  preceding  the  date  of  application  related  to  the 
sal®  or  possession  of  intoxicating  liquor,  gambling  or  any  law  or 
ordinance  relating  to  public  morality  and  decency,  or  for 
violating  any  law  or  ordinance  involving  an  intent  to  defraud,  or 
whether  the  applicant  has  ever  been  convicted  of  any  law  or 
ordinance  relating  to  the  use,  sale  or  possession  of  narcotic 
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drugs  or  barbituates , or  any  such  other  information  the  director 
may  require,  which  he  deems  reasonably  necessary  to  aid  in  the 
enforcement  of  this  chapter. 

(b)  Tha  director  shall  inquire  into  the  correctness  of 
the  information  furnished,  and  if  so  satisfied,  after  due  inves- 
tigation, that  the  applicant  is  the  reliable  and  bona  fide  owner 
of  the  motor  vehicle,  has  met  the  various  requirements  of  this 
chapter,  that  the  name  under  which  the  applicant  is  to  operate 
and  the  color  scheme  used  upon  the  motor  vehicle  does  not  conflict 
with  others  so  used,  or  tend  to  deceive  the  public,  that  the 
motor  vehicle  is  equipped  with  proper  state  license  and  City  of 
Seattle  license,  if  applicable,  and  is  properly  insured  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  as  required  by  Law,  ( (aed-that-the-e-ts 
e-e©na--eiee-neeei-'See“ee«*e«B-«ff”ier-h-i-e“'see*r-i«e-'tn-ehe--artiflee9- 
?©ea*ee-as,ee-«'#-ni?ie-€e«ft'eyT i ) a license  may  thereupon  be  issued 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  chapter,  authorizing 
the  operation  of  the  motor  vehicle  under  the  classification 
applied  for.  ( (rp««videt47”hewe^ee7-ahaa-a-reeapreeai— iaaense-r.ay 
b«— isaaedT-granting— ehe-atithe**ty-t©-epe're'fee-the-se:m«“tasseaiB 
ia->«aafle®epe>eaaed—K*ft«“€e««a77“'fee-«-pe«'«en-wfte-haa-a-yaiiad-eaRa- 
eed»— iieenee~fces«ed-t9y— tha-€±*y-e*“5e<ata£eT— e®*-«~S«e-e,£~"tweftty- 
eave-aeiiasev-—  S«eh-*ee*p*eea4— iaeease— fie-da-be-vaiid-dar-ene 
yeaeT-aMpa^amj-Aagttaa-'i-iaa-a^-aaeh-yeaa-aa-aneai— jaane-ae 
reaipeaeai— saaefte*ftf-*ffi«-«ftfa*eesaeft®--ia— •©■emai-iy-adopaea-by-^inf 
Sa«ftey-aftd-*h«"€'iey-ae-iaaeeie)  ) . 

(c)  A license  may  be  denied  to  any  person  if  the  director, 
after  due  investigation,  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  applicant 
is  dishonest  or  immoral,  or  desires  such  license  to  enable  him 

to  engage  in  a dishonest,  unlawful,  or  immoral  act,  practice  or 
enterprise.  Wilful  falsification  or  omission  of  any  information 
required  in  the  application  shall  constitute  grounds  for  denial 
of  the  license. 
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©xeepe— ■ ehe-oeaeness**©®-' 5iie-iwn«s 

diseetee— *ftd--®fe®ft-e«4y~*n-e®®«s**wae*e-®he-*®e©e-*eh4«'4e~fe®-whi«h 
fehe»^is9SPiS«"'a9'»'isstt«e”'9kei^-k®”3e'i(a7"e®«eree”«b90-se«a7"*s«9ai«“«ff 
*«»^k«*-*iae-T“”Sti«h-be'eeafm®fta<a'»on-®baii-e«“'««ee-by-bhe 
b**e9b©«,“aft«i”hia-be'feesm±ftab±®n“9l%aii-ls«“®«m«itt94^e*s— ni"i~€e«ftty 
4±®®R«ed-aaHi«ai9«“®ha-i4-!9e-«p«*aa«b— iaasa-^aeft-maiaa-pes 
«ey<”<s®e-«w«-h«tftds«4~‘»ha®'ey-4aya-©<#-the— iieenaed-yeasT-eee-sheii 

afty-new-a***«ai»— 4*«e«se-b«-ifl9«ee~e©-«fty-p««3«ft-he4<i4ftg-a— 4iee«se 
whies— feepeea-fceeaese-ee— eeiiaee-te-fweee-ahe— S^eegeang-eeqaiaeaene 
ift-ah«-«e«e-peeee«ding— iaeenaed-yeaa-y-peevitieeiT-hewe'yej*?— ■ shea— She 

«&«*£“•  s*h®wnT«*«usy~  w«*ve- •teR®”-*©*e«-3 -in* 

SECTION  3.  Ordinance  1120,  Section  5 ana  KCC  6.64.050  are 
hereby  amended  as  follows: 

Color  scheme.  The  director  shall,  m the  interest  of 
protecting  the  public  from  being  deceived  or  confused,  have  the 
exclusive  control  in  th®  granting  of  permission  to  use  any  color 
scheme,  design  or  monogram  by  any  taxicab,  affiliated  taxicab  or 
vehicle  for  hire.  It  is  unlawful  to  use  or  change  any  color, 
design,  monogram  or  insignia  on  any  taxicab,  affiliated  taxicab 
or  vehicle  for  hire  without  the  prior  permission  and  approval  of 
the  director.  Failure  to  comply  with  this  provision  shall  be 
grounds  for  revocation  of  any  taxicab,  affiliated  taxicab  or 
for-hire  vehicle  license. 

SECTION  4.  Ordinance  1120,  Section  6 and  KCC  6.64.060  are 
hereby  amended  as  follows : 

Expiration  of  licenses  and  license  fees.  All  licenses 
issued  under  this  chapter* shall  expire  on  August  31st  of  each 
year.  Such  licenses  may  be  renewed  by  the  license  holder  for  the 
succeeding  year  by  making  application  therefor  with  the  director 
at  least  ten  days  prior  to  th®  expiration  date.  ( (?he— expi-et*©* 
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SECTION  5.  Ordinance  1120,  Section  10  and  KCC  6.54.100  are  hereby 
amended  as  follows: 

Rate  Schedule.  Every  licensee  shall,  before  commencing  operation, 
have  its  affiliation  representative  file  with  the  director  his  or  her 
proposed  schedule  of  rates  and  charges  ((t));  PROVIDEO  THAT,  such  schedule 
of  rates  and  charges  shall  become  effective  fifteen  davs  after  they  have 
been  filed  with  the  director  in  a form  deemed  appropriate  by  the  director: 
PROVIDED  FURTHER  THAT,  no  new  schedule  of  rates  and  charoes  may  be  filed 
with  the  director  unless  such  are  filed  during  the  months  of  February, 

Mav,  Auoust,  November  of  any  year;  PROVIDED  FURTHER  THAT,  for  calendar  year 
1979,  schedules  of  rates  and  charges  may  be  filed  for  the  first  thirty 
days  following  the  legally  effective  date  of  this  ordinance  and  during  the 
months  of  August  and  November-,  PROVIDED  FURTHER  THAT,  the  scnedule  of  rates 
and  charges  filed  with  the  director  shall  be  identical  in  their  content 
with  the  schedule  of  rates  and  charges  filed  with  other  jurisdictions 
having  license  issuance  authority.  It  is  unlawful  for  any  licensee  to 
charge  any  greater  or  lesser  sum  than  is  specified  by  such  filed  schedule 
of  rates,  except  as  herein  provided,  and  it  is  unlawful  to  make  any  dis- 
criminatory charges  to  any  person,  or  to  make  any  rebate  or  in  any  manner 
reduce  the  charge  to  any  person  unless  such  reduction  is  in  conformity  with 
the  schedule,  and  rates  and  charges  shall  be  conspicuously  displayed  in  the 
taxicab  so  as  to  be  readily  discernible  to  the  passenger.  Operation  of  any 
taxicab  or  fcr-hire  vehicle  without  the  filing  and  display  of  rate  schedules 
shall  be  a prima  facie  grounds  for  the  suspension  or  revocation  of  the 
license. 

( (faf— : ?«-fa«44U»^e-eeepef»«84en-r-4h«-e«<t-e«h«de4e-4ee-4;*x4«i8» 
9fea44-b«-«awp«pei»Uy-4he-«<£m««a&-4hat-*e4-fcy~4h«-C44y-«*-S«*M4«-M-l«44ewa : 
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@Hp»eae»ee«se»9-e#~&iie-etfig-i«i4-&~p«i«befl*«i,-»- ) ) 

<(ffe4))  ( a ) The  rate  schedule  for  for-hire  vehicles 
shall  be  determined  for  each  licensee  by  the  director,  who  shall 
take  into  account,  among  othOr  things,  and  with  the  objective  of 
prescribing  a just  and  reasonable  rate,  the  following  iactors; 

(1)  The  pub  Lie  need  for  adequate  I or- lu  re  vehicles 
service  at  the  lowest  level  o f charges  consistent  with  the 
provision,  maintenance  and  renewal  oi  such  service; 

(2)  The  rates  of  other  licensees  operating  in  she  same 
or  similar  areas; 

(3)  The  eftecc  of  such  rates  upon  transportation  or 
passengers  by  other  modes  of  transportation; 

(4)  The  licensee's  need  for  revenue  of  a level  which 
under  honest,  efficient  and  economical  management  is  sufficient 
to  cover  the  cost  (including  all  operating  expenses,  depreciation 
accruals,  rents,  license  fees  and  taxes  of  every  kind)  of 
providing  adequate  for-hire  vehicles  service;  plus  an  amount 
equal  to  such  percentage  of  the  cost  as  a reasonably  necessary 
for  the  replacement  of  deteriorated  for-hire  vehicles  and  a 
reasonable  profit  to  the  license.  The  relation  of  revenues  to 
expenses  may  be  deemed  the  proper  test  of  a reasonable  profit. 

((4«4))  (b)  The  rates  specified  in  this  section  for 
taxicabs  and  for-hire  cars  shall  not  apply  to  transportation  of 
persons  provided  pursuant  to  a written  contract  which  establishes 
a fare  at  a different  rate  for  specified  transportation  services 
of  the  contracting  taxicab  company  or  for-hire  car.  The  contract 
period  shall  not  exceed  one  year  ( ( afid-a-e®ey-e4-4he-e®ft4?ae4 
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( 

1 

toei-i4t»yaT-pf  •it!e-a«-«dfflm«ifteei'!H?rt-fe-e*-a«<sM--fet'i*Msptot,-%ek-fe-i«M-tte*v*ees  ) ) . 

SECTION  6.  Ordinance  1120,  Section  29  and  KCC  6.64.290  are 
hereby  amended  as  follows: 

Licensing  fees.  It  is  unlawful  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  operating  a taxicab  or  for-hire  vehicle  as  defined  in 
this  chapter  without  first  having  obtained  a valid  and  subsisting 
license  to  do  so.  This  license  shall  oe  known  as  and  the  fee 
shall  be  as  follows: 

(a)  Taxicab  license  . . . ( ( ) ; $60 ■ 00  per 
vehicle^  ( < 9t*eea«c?to-semitiHft<i*44yt- -7*®'r*”to- v«k-to  fWT-»*e***eto 
eem*ftHft«a44y--fe**-t*ee-ipt,eeH-i“4*ew«se*n-r  : ) 

(b)  For-hire  vehicle  license  . . .$100.00  per  vehicle^ 

( ( T?M,»*fefeeB-9e*iaB««(i44yT  ) ) 

SECTION  7.  Ordinance  1120,  Section  3u  and  KCC  6. 64.200  are 
hereby  amended  as  follows: 

For-hire  driver’s  license  re»iulred--Appi  ication . It  i3 
unlawful  for  any  person  to  drive  or  operate  a taxicab  or  for-hire 
vehicle  in  the  unincorporated  areas  of  King  County  without  first 
having  obtained  a valid  and  subsisting  license  to  do  so,  which 
license  shall  be  known  as  a for-hire  driver's  license;  provtdod 
chat  this  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  validly  licensed  bv  the 
Citv  of  Seattle  to  drive  a taxicab  or  for-hire  vehicle  if  such 
person  registers  such  valid  license  with  the  director;  provided, 
however,  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  drivers  of  taxicab 
and  for-hire  vehicles  licensed  by  King  County  pursuant  to  Section 
6.64.020(b);  furhter  provided,  that  this  shall  not  relieve  any 
such  for-hire  or  taxicab  driver  from  complying  with  the 
provisions  of  this  chapter-,  and  failuro  to  comply  may  result  in 
the  suspension  or  revocation  of  authority  to  drive  a for-hire 
vehicle  or  taxicab  within  the  unincorporated  areas  of  King  County. 
The  license  shall  be  obtained  in  the  following  manner: 
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The  applicant  shall  file  an  application  on  a form  furnished  by 
the  director,  which  shall  be  signed  and  sworn  to  by  the  applicant  and  shall 
contain:  Name,  height,  weight,  color  of  hair  and  eyes,  residence  address, 

place  and  date  of  birth,  length  of  time  a resident  of  the  state  of  Washington, 
whether  a citizen  or  noncitizen,  last  place  of  employment,  whether  or  not  the 
license  was  over  suspended  or  revoked  and  for  what  cause,  and  such  other 
Information  as  may  reasonably  be  required.  The  applicant  shall  on  the 
application  give  the  names  and  mailing  addresses  of  four  persons,  not  rela- 
tives, who  have  known  the  applicant  for  at  least  two  years  past. 

SECTION  3.  Ordinance  1120,  Section  3 and  KCC  6.64.030  are  each 
repealed. 

NEW  SECTION.  SECTION  9.  Scope  of  authority.  Unless  otherwise 
specifically  stated,  binding  orovisions  shall  apply  to  all  licensees  operating 
in  the  unincorporated  areas  of  King  County  and  other  jurisdictions  or  public 
agencies  authorized  to  contract  for  services  with  King  County  unaer  the 
authorities  provided  in  the  Interlocal  Agreement  Act,  RCW  39.34,  as  amended, 
provided  that,  should  provisions  herein  conflict  with  those  contained  in  any 
such  interlocal  agreement,  the  Interlocal  agreement  shall  supercede  in  all 
cases. 

NEW  SECTION.  SECTION  10.  Sufficiency  of  need  for  service  required  as 
license  issuance  criteria,  for  one  year  from  effective  date. 

for  one  year  from  the  effective  date  of  this  ordinance  any  applicant 
for  a taxicab  or  for-hire  license,  other  than  those  vehicles  currently 
licensed,  shall  continue  to  be  required  to  show  that  there  is  a bona  fide 
need  for  taxicab  or  for- hi  re  service  in  the  unincorporated  area  of  King 
County.  The  deletion  of  this  requirement  in  Section  2(b)  is  therefore  delayed 
one  year  from  the  effective  date  of  this  ordinance,  provided  that  current 
license  holders  shall  upon  renewal  of  said  licenses  pay  the  fee  of  $60.00 
per  taxicab  vehicle  licensed  and  $100.00  per  for-hire  vehicle  licensed, 
regardless  of  whether  the  prior  license  was  a regular  taxicab  license  or  a 
reciprocal  taxicab  license. 
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SECTION.  SECTION  11.  The  King  County  Council  shall  review  this 
ordinance  no  later  than  one  year  after  its  effective  date  to  consider  and 
act  ucon  any  proposed  amendments. 

INTRODUCED  AND  REAO  for  the  first  time  this  / L'  ~~~ day  of 

OctUL  ' . 1979. 

PASSED  this  7^  day  of  , 1979. 

KING  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


ATTEST: 


A-145 


APPENDIX  F:  KING  COUNTY  NEW  ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  PROVISIONS, 

ORDINANCE  4232 


A”  146 


Appendix  F 

KING  COUNTY  NEW  ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  PROVISIONS 


Page  1 of  5 


WHEREAS , King  County  Ordinance  Mo.  4232  was  passed  by  the 
County  Council  on  May  7,  1979  and  approved  oy  the  County  Executive  on 
May  17,  1979; 


WHEREAS , this  ordinance  is  effective  on  May  27,  1979; 

WHEREAS,  the  ordinance  amends,  substantially,  portions  of 
Kins  County  Cooe  6.64,  regarding  the  filing  of  rates  and  the  requirement 
of  need  and  necessity  prior  to  issuance  of  a taxicab  license; 

WHEREAS,  the  Supervisor  of  King  County  Business  Licenses  has 
the  authority  to  adopt  rules  and  regulations  as  granted  in  K.C.C.  6.01.030; 

WHEREAS,  the  Supervisor  of  King  County  Business  Licenses  found 
as  a fact  and  declared  that  an  emergency  existed  adopted  KCBL  6-64-010 (b), 

6 -64-080,  6-64-100,  6-64-300,  and  6-64-480  as  necessary  for  the  immediate 
preservation  of  public  peace,  health  and  safety,  for  the  support  of  county 
government  and  its  existing  public  institutions,  on  June  1,  1979; 

WHEREAS,  pursuant  to  King  County  Cede  2.93.070  such  emergency 
rules  are  r.ct  to  remain  in  effect  for  more  than  ninety  (90)  days. 

WHEREAS,  a public  hearing  was  advertised  and  held  pursuant 
to  the  requirements  of  K.C.C.  2.93  on  July  30,  1979  concerning  tnc  emergency 


•Code  6.01,  and  mcr 
rules  6-64-300,  an: 
Chapter  2.93. 


IREFORE,  by  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  King  County 
specifically  K.C.C.  6.01.030,  I hereby  declare  the 
6-64-480  adopted,  as  provided  by  King  County  Code, 


Dated  this 
1979. 


*0 


A / 


day  of 


yy^C-J J 

James  J.  Buck,  Supervisor 
King  County  Business  License 
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An  ’'affiliation  representative”  is  someone  who  is  authorised  to  file 
rates  for  affiliated  taxicabs.  In  the  instance  of  an  independent  opera- 
tor, the  owner  of  such  taxicab  shall  be  the  affiliation  representative 
for  purposes  of  filing  rates. 

KC3L  6-64-GcQ  TAXICAB  PLATES 

Beginning  August  31,  1979  one  taxicab  plate  shall  be  issued  by  the  Director. 
It  must  be  located  on  the  licensed  taxicab  in  the  following  location: 


Left  rear  of  vehicle  on  trunk  cover  or  lower  part 
of  rear  door  for  station  wagon  vehicles. 

Existing  sets  of  plates  will  have  to  be  returned  to  the  County  as  required 
in  King  County  Code  6.64.080.  Plates  lost  or  not  returned  shall  be  paid 
for  at  tne  rate  of  $5.00  per  plate. 

KC3L  6-64-100  RATE  FILING 

A.  Rates  shall  be  filed  on  the  form  provided  by  the  Director.  The  fora 
is  set  forth  in  Attachment  "A”  to  these  rules  and  regulations..  .Amend- 
ments to  filed  rates  will  not  be  permitted,  other  than  during  the  months 
of  August,  November,  February  and  Hay  of  any  year. 

1.  Each  taxicab  shall  have  the  filed  rates  conspicuously  displayed  inside 
the  vehicle.  The  approves  area  inside  tne  vehicle  is  the  right  rear 
window,  as  dose  to  the  center  post  as  possible,  facing  into  the  pass- 
enger; and. 

The  sise,  color  an.  type  of  printing  of  these  posted  rates  must  be 
sufficiently  large,  clear  and  distinguishable  sc  as  to  reasonably  pre- 
vent passenger  misunderstanding  and  confusion. 

Business  card  size  is  not  acceptable. 

C. '  If  the  rates  filed  reflect  varying  rates  (discounts,  surcharges,  geo- 

graphical  differences,  etc.)  then  the  taximeter  must  indicate  the  rate 
being  charged  and  such  indicator  must  coincide  with  the  denominator 
used  on  the  filed  rate  posted  inside  the  taxicab,  (E.g.,  if  (1)  on  the 
filed  rate  posted  Inside  the  taxicab  is  the  rate  set  forth  for  trans- 
porting senior  citizens,  then  the  taximeter  must  be  equipped  in  such  ' 
a way  as  to  have  a (1)  appear  to  the  passenger.) 

D.  King  County  will  accept  a meter  inspection  approval  performed  by  the 
City  of  Seattle  Meter  Testing  Station  in  lieu  of  County  testing  on  our 
measured  mile* 

The  approval  must  be  evidenced  in  writing. 

KC3L  6-64-300  FOR-hIRS  DRIVER'S  LICENSE 

Registration  of  a valid  City  of  Seattle  for- hire  driver's  license  shall 
include: 

1.  Submitting  a copy  of  the  City  of  Seattle  license;  and, 

2.  Paying  to  the  County  the  sum  of  $1.00  for  the  County  license. 
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The  fee  in  6-64-300(2)  represents  the  approximate  cost  of  the  film,  lami- 
nating packet  and  ID  card  used  in  asking  trie  County  license. 

KCBL  6-64-430  SUFFICIENCY  Or  NEED  FOR  SERVICE  REQUIRED  AS  LICENSE  CRITERIA 

Pursuant  to  King  County  Ordinance  No.  4232,  Section  10,  persons  applying  for 
a taxicab  or  for-hire  vehicle  license,  after  the  effective  date  of  Ordinance 
No.  4232,  are  required  to  show  that  there  is  a tona  fide  need  for  such  taxi- 
cab or  for-hire  service  in  unincorporated  King  County. 

A.  The  following  proof  may  be  submitted  in  showing  that  there  is  a bona 

fide  need  for  service  in  the  unincorporated  areas  of  King  County: 

1.  Submission  of  citizen  signatures  requesting  the  additional  service: 

a.  Signatures  must  ce  submitted  on  a petition  including  the 
printed  name,  address  and  telephone  number  qi'  the  citizen; 
whether  the  citizen  is  requesting  the  service  in  a personal 
or  business  capacity;  how  often  the  citizen  uses  a taxicab 
each  year;  and  whether  the  citizen  is  requesting  the  service 
for  a designated  area  of  the  county  or  for  the  entire  King 
County  unincorporated  area; 

b.  Signatures  must  be  signed  with  knowledge  that  falsification  (s) 
on  the  petition  are  punishable  cy  a fine  not  exceeding  $250 
or  imprisonment  in  the  County  jail  not  exceeding  90  days  or 
ooth  ana  that  the  information  is  suoject  to  verification  by 
King  County; 

2.  Submission  of  business  records  of  an  existing  taxicab  or  fer-hire 
vehicle: 

а.  Such  records  (dispatch  records,  trip  sheets,  etc.)  must  show- 
capacity  or  incapacity  to  respond  to  requests  for  service; 

t.  Records  must  be  specific  concerning  dates,  times,  addresses, 
names,  etc.; 

c.  Submission  of  such  records  presupposes  verification  by  the 

County  of  such  informs, tion,  and  towards  that  end  the  existing 
company's  business  records  must  be  made  available  to  « J*  y 

at  reasonable  times,  upon  a request  to  inspect  such  records  by 
the  County; 

3.  Submission  of  transportation  contracts,  pursuant  to  King  County  Code 

б. 64.100,  or  other  documentation  showing  guaranteed  riderchip  or 
guaranteed  service  offered  by  the  applicant  to  persons  or  businesses 
for  the  transportation  of  passengers; 

4.  Submission  of  documents  by  another  governmental  agency  requesting 
such  taxicab  cr  for-hire  vehicle  service  in  their  jurisdiction: 

a.  Submission  may  be  in  the  form  of  an  In.crlocal  Services  Agree- 
ment 'with  King  County  for  the  regulation  and  ' v causing  of  taxi- 
cabs or  for-hire  vehicles; 
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KC3L  6“o4-«460  Continued 

b.  Submission  may  be  in  the  fw* .'s  of  .y -rural  co r = por . a e c • = request - 
ing  ouch  add irons!  service,  especially  ii‘  such  jurisdiction  is 
adjacent  to  the  unincorporated  areas  of  Kir:"  County. 

B.  Upon  receipt  of  on  application  for  e taxicab  or  for-hire  vehicle,  pur-^ 
suant  to  King  County  Ordinance  No.  ^+232,  lection  i0,  trie  Director  shall: 

1.  Check  the  application  fora  for  completeness ; 

2.  Accept  the  license  fee  of  $60  and  give  the  applicant  a receipt 
for  same; 

3.  Begin  an  investigation  and  evaluation  of  the  proof  submitted  by 
the  applicant  to  show  there  is  a oona  fiae  need  for  service  in 
the  unincorporated  area  of  King  County; 

а.  Such  investigation  must  be  completed  and  a decision  mace  by 
the  Director,  whether  to  grant  a license  or  not  (i.e.,  whether 
con a fide  need  for  service  has  been  shown  by  what  has  teen  sub- 
mitted i , within  45  days  frcm  tne  date  the  completes  application 
is  received.  (For  purposes  of  this  subsection  a completes  appli- 
cation means  when  the  application  form,  license  fee  and'  proof  is 
received  by  the  County  in  a complete  farm.) 

o.  Tne  investigation  arc  evaluation  will  oe  perfora.ee  so  that  the 
director  considers  the  public  need  for  service  (as  set  forth  in 
tne  material  submitted)  versus  tne  existing  levels  cf  service 
present  in  the  industry  at  the  time  of  the  application  (e.g. 
average  response  time  for  pickup  service,  average  trips  per 
day  per  vehicle,  effect  of  additional  service  in  certain  geo- 
graphical area ( s ) , existing  industry  profit  margin,  if  deter- 
minable, etc.) 

4.  Render  ary  decision  to  the  applicant  in  writing  ’within  45  days  frcm 
the  date  she  completed  appiicatin  is  received. 

The  applicant  nay  appeal  the  decision  of  the  Director,  by  filing 
such  appeal,  pursuant  to  she  appeal  process  outlined  in  k.C.C. 

б. 01.50; 

C.  Minimum  Proof  Qualifications 

In  reference  to  the  requirements  of  KCBL  6-64-480,  A. (1)  through  (4),  the 
following  minimum  proof  qualifications  shall  be  shown  to  exist  before  a 
license  nay  be  issued  by  the  Director: 

1.  The  number  of  signatures  multiplied  by  the  total  number  of  taxicab  trips 
per  year  as  sec  forth  by  those  registered  voters  must  equal  500; 

The  number  of  service  requests  lest  because  the  taxicab  company  was 
unable  to  respond  due  to  full  ridership;  the  number  of  service  request* 
referred  to  ether  taxicab  companies  due  to  full  ridership;  the  number 
of  service  requests  lost  due  to  slow  response,  time;  and  the  number 
of  service  requests  to  which  the  response  time  exceeds  20  minutes  from 
the  time  the  request  is  received,  must  equal  500  or  more; 
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KCEL  6-64—430  Continued 

3.  The  number  of  transportation  contracts  or  guaranteed  rides/service 
multiplied  by  tne  number  of  times  per  year  such  rides/service  is 
required,  must  equal  500  or  mere;  and, 

4.  The  number  of  service-  responses  (pickups)  in  the  jurisdiction  must 
equal  5o0  or  mere. 

The  500  or  mere  amount  stated  in  (1),  (2),  and  (3)  of  this  section  nay  be  attain- 
ed through  the  accumulation  of  the  figures  of  (1),  (2)  or  (3),  and  is  required 
for  each  taxicab  license  applied  for.  Material  submitted  for  one  such  application 
may  not  be  used  for  other  applications. 

D.  If,  upon  receipt  of  the  material  submitted  by  the  applicant  to  show  bona 
fide  need  for  taxicab  service,  the  investigation  and  evaluation  reveais 
that  there  is  sufficient  proof  of  such  need,  but  that  over  90%  of  such 
proof  comes  from,  originated  in  or  is  restricted  to  limited  geographical 
area  of  unincorporated  King  County,  then  the  license  issued  must,  at  the 
end  of  each  license  year,  reflect  50%  of  its  business  (pickups)  origina- 
ting in  the  same  geographical  area. 

Failure  to  do  so  will  result  in  the  revocation  of  the  license.  It  may  be 
reapplied  for  after  a period  of  60  days  subject  to  the  same  terms,  and  con- 
ditions as  a normal  application. 
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APPENDIX  G:  KING  COUNTY  REGULATORY  FORMS 


G.  1 
G.  2 
G.  3 
G.  4 
G.  5 


Application  for  Taxicab  License 

For-Hire  Driver's  License  Application 

For-Hire  Driver  Certification  and  Examination  Forms 

Rate  Filing  Form 

Inspection  Report 
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Appendix  G. 1 

APPLICATION  FOR  TAXICAB  LICENSE 


King  County.  Slate  of  Wairiington 
jonn  0 Sceilrran.  County  Executive 

Department  of  Executive  Administration 

Donaia  G PnelCJ.  Cirector 


Division  of  General  Services 
Animal.  3uime»  ana  Mamoge  ucen,e  Section 
Room  AC3.  King  County  Aammutration  Suitamg 
S00  4tn  ‘venue 
Seattle.  wojmngton  9810a 
(206-344-419J/2504V3933) 


APPLICATION  7CH  TAXICAB  LICZN5F 


1.  Applicant  Tall  Ham* 


Latei______ 

Heceipt  #: 

Fee:  ______ 

Expires  8 - 31  - 


2.  Applicant  Addrees 


Street  City  State 

If  a Corporation,  list  Officers  and  Shareholders  (Names  and  Addresses) 


Zip 


3*  Doing  Business  As  (Naas  and  Addrees) 


4.  Classification  of  Tehicle  ________________________________ __________ 

5.  Tshicle  Iafoxaationr  it  ; i 

Males  of  Car  Tsar  Type  Via  # 

Meter  Serial  # ‘ Colors  and  Insignia  (description,  etc.) 

6.  List  convict ions  vlthln  ths  last  10  years  (Felony  and  Misdemeanor) : 


Subscribed  and  evom  to  before  me  this 


Signature  of  Applicant 
_day  of  . 19, 


Cab  # 

X.C.  Plate# 

Seattle  Plate  # __ 
State  3-Plate  # __ 
Flags  (type  & date), 


fr. — 

Notary  Public 

Seattle,  King  County,  Washington 
My  commission  expires 

Ins.  Valid  Tee  No 
Ins.  Expiration  Date_ 
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Appendix  G.2  FOR-HIRE  DRIVER'S  LICENSE  APPLICATION 


Application  far? 

fee 

Date  Paid 

Seoeipt  # 

Lieea®®  4 

Expires 

Lat®  Fee 

( P 1 «is@  print) 

1. 

Masses  in  full 

Phone r . 

List  alias  or  maiden  nam© 

2. 

Address 

Street 

City  State 

Zip 

3. 

Plaee  and  date  of  birth 

Citizen  of  vJ. 

S. 

u. 

Length  of  residence  in  King  County: 

. If  less  than  1 year,  state 

prior 

address  outsid®  of  King  County. 

5. 

Ns ia@  and  address  of  employer. 

0. 

Height  Vei^at 

Color  of  Eair  Eye® 

SSN 

?.  N&tux®  of  relationship  to  2^sploy®r/28tabli8hES®n«? 


3.  Li®t  all  arreat®,  conviction®,  or  confinements: 

CEA30E  CAES  PLAGE  CASE  DISPOSITION 


9.  US'S  employment  history  for  5 years  previous: 


10.  D8  ?BTTATE  SEC ?RITf  » Is  Firearm  to  b«  used?  ■ __________ 

U F0E-3XRS  SETTER  * Wash.  St.  Operator's  License  ________________________________________ 

ONLY  List  names  and  addresses  of  U persons,  not  related,  who  have  known 

you  for  2 years  past: 


STATE  OP  VASSHOTON, 

30. 

COTOTY  OP  mo 


bainf  first  duly  sworn  on  oath,  depcaes  and 

says,  I m the  abev®  named  applicant  and  oak®  this  affidavit  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  the  County  of  King  a License  in  accordance  with  the 

previsions  of  the  License  regulations.  I have  personal  knowledge  of  the  matter  stated  in 
the  foregoing  application  and  the  statements  contained  therein  are  true. 

Signature  of  Applicant  

Subscribed  and  ®wosa  to  before  m this  day  of  . 19 

3y .. 

Notary  Public 

Seattle,  King  County,  Washington 
My  eosasission  expires  
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Applicant's  Signature 
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DIG  COUNT!  SUSXHEgS  LICENSE  SECTION 
k Zing  County  Administration  Building 
Appendix  G.3  Seattle,  Washington  981OJ4 

KING  COUNTY  FOR-HIRE  DRIVER  3hk~2$Qk 

EXAMINATION  FORM 

k®~hxs£  wxrm 

(Applicant ' s Name 


TzIpT 


The  requirements  for  FOB-EEHE  33BIYEH  licsnsmr®,  to  sul©  out  infirmity  of  "body 
©r  mind  •whish  would  unfit  hia/htr  for  the  safe  operation  of  any  automobile  or 
other  vehicle  for  to{  ares 


]}  Q 4 ® _______  ( MoB» 

Address 


HOTEs  Results  of  examination  should  b@  returned  on  the  attached  form. 
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Appendix  G.4 

KING  COUNTY  RATE  FILING  FORM 

KirgCcu-V, . -:-rc  r vcv.-.ro- 
Dsn>nr~t:>r  ■ oi  '.ocutivc  4<2f?vni$?rc;;on 


Qlv;«:;on  c?  G enarcl  » 

-*  **v  "<>.•  ~vj  A'c;  - . ;-x  ■ ..  • 


RECEIVED 


KING  COUNTY 
LICENSES 


zisg  rocrar  ta-jo. a:  jiyt-j  m::.c  posh 

«AY  3 1 2979 

1.  7"*:I:so  Tm.d?  iTaaes  ACE  CAB 


.oeo  T'/i.oi ■; 


. 


TTJROTCISE  OVZr.  HZD  TG?-TUP.CXI3E  cCDT-?ZD 


*-  MS*-" 


i£ 


MILDRED  L.  KASMAH 


first  1/5  mile 

SL.CO 

each  additional 

1/5  aile 

.30 

waiting  tine-  each 

60  seconds 

.20 

each  additional  naasenger 

.30 

SHARED  L.  EASMAH 


, h;»r«=7  ■j.ttalSLT''  that  I *«-.•»  OT.er/VathoriiGd  *i\fil.ifi3ion 


c.j;va  itittucT:  *sd  ra^«  siacdulsf  .»re  trv*  a.*jd  'orred 


C-\h  sc Tu-il  *vcm  to  before  s«»  this 
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Appendix  G.5  KING  COUNTY*  INSPECTION  REPORT 


it  • 2 T 

ii.  ulterior 

r- — T'y  gjQ-  1 T,2 

_ G__wI^^RIi|G 

S~0P  LIGHTS 

lc.  VISCIDITY 

. TAIL  LIGHTS 

^ p a pit  ? 

. GCCH-LuG  WrEHCE 

' - *."^''■^2^7".^.  * — rrr:  7 

r op  * ’3‘C  '7177*7 

7 y t*  TT^r.r-'"^  v rr  *:t 

„ RILEOZITCY  SIGIT  ALL  LTD. 

ii.  glass  co:~ir:o:: 

" 

! 

. LYTZRIOR 

13.  HOST  • 

• 

. GO  OR  HARDWARE 

* 

20 . SHAKES 

. ccilditior  of  tires 

. Tr3T'? 

. ZEHATST  SYSTEM 

12.  FOE-HIRE  LIC  LIS? 

i 

i 

“| 

£:g:ta_yre  or  lrtler 


;:g:;algre  of  iiispsctor 


I-iCETR 


~\  ■ nr? 
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APPENDIX  H:  PORT  OF  SEATTLE  - FORMS  USED  IN  LICENSING 

AIRPORT  TAXICABS 


H. 

1 

Taxicab 

Permit  Renewal  Procedures 

H.  2 

Taxicab 

Complaint  Forms 

H. 

3 

Central 

Dispatch  Log 

H.  4 

Airport 

Taxi  Information  Notice 
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Appendix  H. 1 

TAXICAB  PERMIT  RENEWAL  PROCEDURES 


Page  1 of  2 


August  6,  1979 


TO:  All  Taxicab  Operators 

SUBJECT:  Port  of  Seattle  Taxicab  Permit  Renewal 


Gentlemen : 

Renewal  tags  covering  the  license  period  ending  August  31,  1980  are  now 
available  for  purchase  in  the  Airport  Operations  Office,  Room  330,  Main 
Passenger  Terminal,  Sea-Tac  International  Airport.  Port  of  Seattle  Taxicab 
Permits  and/or  renewal  tags  may  be  purchased  during  the  hours  of  8:30  a.m. 
to  11:30  a.m.  and  12:30  p.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  daily,  Monday  through  Friday  only. 

All  taxicabs  picking  up  passengers  at  the  airport  must  display  the  AUG  30 
decal  effective  8:00  a.m.  September  1,  1979. 

The  following  documentation  must  be  presented  by  persons  purchasing  Port  of 
Seattle  Taxicab  Permits  and/or  renewal  tags: 

Original  or  certified  copy  of  King  County  Taxicab  License  (regular 
or  reciprocal)  covering  the  license  period  ending  August  31,  1980, 
reflecting  the  taxicab  company,  cab  number,  and  County  medallion 
number . 

Receipt  for  payment  of  license  fees  covering  the  above  license  period 
issued  by  King  County  will  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  above  PROVIDED 
it  reflects  the  same  information  as  called  for  above,  i.e.,  expiration 
date  or  license  period  covered,  cab  company  and  number,  and  County 
medallion  number.  If  any  of  the  above  Information  is ^missing,  permit 
will  not  be  issued/ renewed . 

Copy  of  fee  schedule  currently  on  file  with  the  King  County  licensing 
authority.  All  filed  fees  must  apply  throughout  King  County.  Any 
fees  applicable  only  to  passengers  or  cargo  picked  up  on  the  airport 
will  be  construed  as  grounds  for  denial  of  Port  of  Seattle  Taxicab 
Permits. 

In  lieu  of  the  above  documentation,  major  taxicab  companies  and/or 
service  organizations  may  present  a complete  listing  of  all  assigned 
taxicabs  reflecting  taxicab  company,  cab  numbers,  and  County  medallion 
numbers.  Such  list  must  be  certified  as  to  correctness  by  a representa- 
tive of  the  King  County  licensing  authority.  Also,  a fee  schedule 
applicable  to  the  entire  fleet  will  be  acceptable. 
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In  order  to  speed  up  the  renewal  process,  it  is  requested  that  you  KNOW  YOUR 
PORT  OF  SEATTLE  TAXICAB  PERMIT  NUMBER. 


W.  D.  Robertson 
Superintendent  of  Operations 

RAM:  ss 

cc:  Port  Police 

King  County  - Business  License  Division 
DISTRIBUTION:  Airport  Taxi  Service 


Sincer 


Farwest  Taxi  Cabs 
Farwest  of  the  County 
Gray  Top  Cabs 
Yellow  Cab 


Broadway  Cab 
Taxicab  Reader  Board 
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TAXICAB  COMPLAINT  FORMS 


Page  1 of  2 


PSRT  OF  SEATTLE 


iSA-YAC  »WYER^AT8(S®aAL  AtRPORT 
gQ  ®OX  68727  / SEATTLE,  WASHINGTON  «1W 


Dear 

It  is  our  understanding  that  you  desire  to  register  a formal  complaint 
relative  to  taxicab  operations  at  Sea-Tac  International  Airport. 

To  help  us  determine  the  facts  in  the  case,  it  is  requested  that  you 
complete  and  return  the  attached  Sea-Tac  International  Airport  Taxicab 
Complaint  form  to  the  address  indicated  thereon  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience. 

I can  assure  you  that  your  complaint  will  be  investigated  to  the  extent 
possible  based  on  information  which  you  supply.  Appropriate  corrective 
action  will  be  taken  in  those  instances  where  such  action  is  determined 
to  be  warranted. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 


Sincerely , 


W.  D.  Robertson 
Superintendent  of  Operations 

WDR : j 3 
Attachment 
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SEA-TAC  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 
TAXICAB  COMPLAINT 


Page  2 of  2 


Complainant:  Name: 

Address : 


Telephone : 

Taxicab : Company : 

Cab  Number: 

Driver’s  Name  (if  known): 

Date  & Time  of  Incident:  

Location  of  Incident: 

Nature  of  Complaint:  


(Continue  on  reverse  if  necessary) 


Witnesses  (Name  & Address) : 


(Signature  of  Complainant) 

Mail  To:  Superintendent  of  Operations 

Port  of  Seattle 
Sea-Tac  International  Airport 
P.  0.  Box  68727 
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CENTRAL  DISPATCH  LOG 
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APPENDIX  I:  DeLEUW,  CATHER  STAND  HAIL  SURVEY  FORM 
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Appendix  I 

DeLEUW,  CATHER  STAND  ELAIL  SURVEY  FORM 
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Col-  ~ jCol . - Col.  - Col.  - I **Circle  if  Col.  - Col.  - Col. 

I I Incident  (see 

I instructions) : 
explain  on 

I I reverse. 


REPORT  OF  NEW  TECHNOLOGY 


The  work  performed  under  this  contract,  while  not  leading 
to  any  new  inventions  or  patents,  has  provided  new  infor- 
mation on  the  background  and  implementation  of  taxicab 
regulatory  and  administrative  revisions.  These  research 
findings  will  be  useful  to  other  communities  throughout 
the  United  States  in  the  planning  of  improved  transpor- 
tation services. 
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